SCRIPT for SESSION #10

(small simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by one press conference.  The press conference is a reaction to one of the Administration’s decisions regarding the California earthquake.

Then have participants break up into work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

Give the Administration, media and some members of Congress memos on the military base closing.  (Discard any base closing memos for roles that have not been assigned.) Then provide the Administration and media with correspondence on nuclear energy in Cuba, the export of tobacco and weapons as well as digital radio.

Then give Senator Eubank a request to help a constituent receive an honorable discharge. 

Now give the Administration and media an update on the family farms issue.  After that, you will give the media information about the sale of Senator Reese’s home.  Then provide the Administration and media with memos on the Kashmir crisis and rock star.

Near the end of the session, the administration receives a disappointing memo on the Kashmir crisis.

Press Conference

Florian Mashock, Volunteer Fire Fighter

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Mashock)

“My name is Florian Mashock, and I am a volunteer Fire Fighter from Wisconsin.  I am one of those volunteers who went to San Francisco to help after the earthquake hit.  Also, I am one of those volunteers President Millworth sent home.

I became a volunteer fire fighter over twenty years ago, and I have been able to help so many people in their hour of need.  At home, I have a little museum of rubble from fires that I have fought.

I answered my country’s call when the President asked for volunteers to help out with the San Francisco earthquake.  I traveled from my home in northern Wisconsin all the way to San Francisco in my 1975 Chevy van.  Seven other volunteers were also in the van and we drove straight through.  Of course, we had to stop for gas and to use the toilet.  Sometimes we even had to stop along the roadside so that all of us volunteers could relieve ourselves.  Then after we got all the way to California, Millworth tells us that we have to go back home.

President Millworth just takes people for granted.  The President tosses them away like trash when they are no longer useful for Millworth’s reelection goals.  People get real sick of being treated like garbage.  I’m mad, and I don’t know what I am supposed to tell the folks back home.

Do you have any questions about the President’s irresponsible actions?”

TO:
The President

FR:
R. J. Scarborough, Secretary of Defense

RE:
Military Base Closure

Budget analysts for the Department have eliminated four installations from the list of forts that might be closed.  The bases remaining on the list are as follows in alphabetical order: (1) Fort Barker, (2) Fort Cook, (3) Fort Hedlund and (4) Fort Watts.

The budget analysis will identify two of the above bases for possible closure and then one of these two bases will then be selected for deactivation.

All the other bases (Fort Bibby, Fort Cotter, Fort Summers and Fort Tessler) are no longer possibilities for closure.

At this point, you cannot influence which bases remain on the list.  It is only when it is down to two choices that you could meet with me and determine which of those two bases might be closed.

It is worth noting that party politics has not been a factor in identifying bases for possible closure.  In fact, at this point, two of the bases on the list are in Congressional districts represented by Democrats and the other two Army bases are in Congressional districts represented by Republicans.

TO:
Representative Unger

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

The Department of Defense has reduced the list of Army bases that might be closed from eight to four.  Unfortunately, Fort Watts, in your district, is still on the list.

This is not a particularly good sign, and your constituents are starting to get nervous.  The fort is an important part of the local economy.  Many businesses and jobs are dependent on the fort and if we lose the base it will take years to rebuild.

We may get lucky and the budget analysts in the Department of Defense might eliminate our base when they trim the list down to the final two choices.  If that happens, there will be plenty of reason to celebrate.  There is no way that you can influence the budget analysts because they make their decisions based on objective data (costs of repairs, projected new construction expenses, as well as the fort’s current readiness).

If the budget analysts keep our base on the list of two choices, then, you will need to make your case to the President or to one of the President’s advisors.  Also you might be able to do something that will win over the administration.

It is still not a good idea to discuss this matter with other members of Congress.  Again, they may interpret your discussions as a sign of weakness and vulnerability.  It is far better to get your colleagues to believe that you are taking this seriously but you are still optimistic.

You might want to go to the media and tell them that you are concerned and are hopeful that your Army base will be preserved.  The media can help you calm fears back in the district and convince your constituents that you are doing everything you can.

TO:
Representative Williams

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

The Department of Defense has reduced the list of Army bases that might be closed from eight to four.  Unfortunately, Fort Hedlund, in your district, is still on the list.

This is not a particularly good sign, and your constituents are starting to get nervous.  The fort is an important part of the local economy.  Many businesses and jobs are dependent on the fort and if we lose the base it will take years to rebuild.

We may get lucky and the budget analysts in the Department of Defense might eliminate our base when they trim the list down to the final two choices.  If that happens, there will be plenty of reason to celebrate.  There is no way that you can influence the budget analysts because they make their decisions based on objective data (costs of repairs, projected new construction expenses, as well as the fort’s current readiness).

If the budget analysts keep our base on the list of two choices, then, you will need to make your case to the President or to one of the President’s advisors.  Also you might be able to do something that will win over the administration.

It is still not a good idea to discuss this matter with other members of Congress.  Again, they may interpret your discussions as a sign of weakness and vulnerability.  It is far better to get your colleagues to believe that you are taking this seriously but you are still optimistic.

You might want to go to the media and tell them that you are concerned and are hopeful that your Army base will be preserved.  The media can help you calm fears back in the district and convince your constituents that you are doing everything you can.

TO:
Representative Jackson

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

The Department of Defense has reduced the list of Army bases that might be closed from eight to four.  Unfortunately, Fort Barker, in your district, is still on the list.

This is not a particularly good sign, and your constituents are starting to get nervous.  The fort is an important part of the local economy.  Many businesses and jobs are dependent on the fort and if we lose the base it will take years to rebuild.

We may get lucky and the budget analysts in the Department of Defense might eliminate our base when they trim the list down to the final two choices.  If that happens, there will be plenty of reason to celebrate.  There is no way that you can influence the budget analysts because they make their decisions based on objective data (costs of repairs, projected new construction expenses, as well as the fort’s current readiness).

If the budget analysts keep our base on the list of two choices, then, you will need to make your case to the President or to one of the President’s advisors.  Also you might be able to do something that will win over the administration.

It is still not a good idea to discuss this matter with other members of Congress.  Again, they may interpret your discussions as a sign of weakness and vulnerability.  It is far better to get your colleagues to believe that you are taking this seriously but you are still optimistic.

You might want to go to the media and tell them that you are concerned and are hopeful that your Army base will be preserved.  The media can help you calm fears back in the district and convince your constituents that you are doing everything you can.

TO:
Representative Hilton

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

The Department of Defense has reduced the list of Army bases that might be closed from eight to four.  Unfortunately, Fort Cook, in your district, is still on the list.

This is not a particularly good sign, and your constituents are starting to get nervous.  The fort is an important part of the local economy.  Many businesses and jobs are dependent on the fort and if we lose the base it will take years to rebuild.

We may get lucky and the budget analysts in the Department of Defense might eliminate our base when they trim the list down to the final two choices.  If that happens, there will be plenty of reason to celebrate.  There is no way that you can influence the budget analysts because they make their decisions based on objective data (costs of repairs, projected new construction expenses, as well as the fort’s current readiness).

If the budget analysts keep our base on the list of two choices, then, you will need to make your case to the President or to one of the President’s advisors.  Also you might be able to do something that will win over the administration.

It is still not a good idea to discuss this matter with other members of Congress.  Again, they may interpret your discussions as a sign of weakness and vulnerability.  It is far better to get your colleagues to believe that you are taking this seriously but you are still optimistic.

You might want to go to the media and tell them that you are concerned and are hopeful that your Army base will be preserved.  The media can help you calm fears back in the district and convince your constituents that you are doing everything you can.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Military Base Closure

Budget analysts for the Department have eliminated four installations from the list of forts that might be closed.  The bases remaining on the list are as follows in alphabetical order: (1) Fort Barker, (2) Fort Cook, (3) Fort Hedlund and (4) Fort Watts.

The budget analysis will identify two of the above bases for possible closure and then one of these two bases will then be selected for deactivation.

All the other bases (Fort Bibby, Fort Cotter, Fort Summers and Fort Tessler) are no longer possibilities for closure.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Talks are progressing between France and Cuba over resumption of the nuclear energy program that was begun over ten years ago.  After some disagreements about timetables, safety procedures and training, the two sides are appearing to come closer together.

Cuba has sought to speed up timetables, relax some safety procedures and reduce the amount of required training for Cuban nuclear plant operators.  France had held to the original timetable, tough safety procedures and rigid training.  Compromises are being developed on each of these issues.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Talks are progressing between France and Cuba over resumption of the nuclear energy program that was begun over ten years ago.  After some disagreements about timetables, safety procedures and training, the two sides are appearing to come closer together.

Cuba has sought to speed up timetables, relax some safety procedures and reduce the amount of required training for Cuban nuclear plant operators.  France had held to the original timetable, tough safety procedures and rigid training.  Compromises are being developed on each of these issues.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Merchants of Death

The Mothers Organization for Morality (MOM) held demonstrations outside the White House and Congress today to draw attention to actions of tobacco companies and arms manufacturers to sell their products to the poorer countries.

MOM demonstrators also took their case to the manufacturers by dumping blood on the sidewalks around tobacco and gun factories,

According to Nancy Schoppert, President of MOM, “The tobacco companies and the arms manufacturers are merchants of death.”  MOM contends that the gun companies are killing people off quickly while the tobacco companies are killing those who remain through a slow death.  Leaders of MOM argue that the merchants of death are actually increasing corporate profits by taking human life, a clearly immoral action.

Schoppert notes that “Both industries sell products that would be illegal if sold in the United States.  The weapons manufacturers sell guns overseas that cannot be sold without a permit in this country, and the tobacco companies’ products are sold to very young children in the poor countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America”.

Ms. Schoppert says that MOM demands that the President and Congress ban exports of products that are illegal to sell within the territory of the United States.  She also claims that manufacturers should be held accountable for overseas gun and tobacco deaths.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Merchants of Death

The Mothers Organization for Morality (MOM) held demonstrations outside the White House and Congress today to draw attention to actions of tobacco companies and arms manufacturers to sell their products to the poorer countries.

MOM demonstrators also took their case to the manufacturers by dumping blood on the sidewalks around tobacco and gun factories,

According to Nancy Schoppert, President of MOM, “The tobacco companies and the arms manufacturers are merchants of death.”  MOM contends that the gun companies are killing people off quickly while the tobacco companies are killing those who remain through a slow death.  Leaders of MOM argue that the merchants of death are actually increasing corporate profits by taking human life, a clearly immoral action.

Schoppert notes that  “Both industries sell products that would be illegal if sold in the United States.  The weapons manufacturers sell guns overseas that cannot be sold without a permit in this country, and the tobacco companies’ products are sold to very young children in the poor countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America”.

Ms. Schoppert says that MOM demands that the President and Congress ban exports of products that are illegal to sell within the territory of the United States.  She also claims that manufacturers should be held accountable for overseas gun and tobacco deaths.

TO:
The President

FR:
Federal Communications Commission

RE:
Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio

The three big digital spectrum radio talk back companies have created a multitude of smaller companies that have bought out AM and FM radio stations across the United States.  According to FCC regulations, they can do this as long as each of the newly created companies own no more than 30 AM and 30 FM broadcasting stations.

We at the FCC are concerned that the bigger companies, DigitalSpectrumRadio, Inc., Satellite Radio Network and Sky High Radio LLC, have gained such great power in the broadcasting market.  However, they have not broken any law.

The only control that the FCC has is the ability to deny a license to any station if they are not meeting community standards.  These companies will be able to retain their licenses as long as they include public service ads, participate in community events and offer programming that is not obscene.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio

The three new digital spectrum radio companies, DigitalSpectrumRadio, Inc, Satellite Radio Network and Sky High Radio LLC, have used their cash reserves to create a multitude of small companies to buy out existing AM and FM stations across the country, as well as their broadcasting licenses and radio frequencies.  Existing local broadcast companies will still exist; however, they now have an indirect corporate link to the larger digital spectrum radio firms.

Representatives of the three digital spectrum talk back radio companies have said that they are interested in playing a part in the conventional AM and FM markets as well as the emerging digital spectrum talk back market.

The new AM and FM broadcasting companies are quickly replacing the management of the local AM and FM stations.  All three of the companies plan to continue to offer local AM and FM programs that are consistent with Federal Communications Commission licensing requirements.

Arnold Schumpeter, a disgruntled former manager of a local FM station in Fort Worth, Texas says that “The digital spectrum talk back radio companies have gobbled up the AM and FM stations in order to destroy broadcast radio.  The federal government has just let it happen because the digital spectrum talk back giants haven’t broken any law.”

TO:
Senator Eubank

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Billy Bemis

The parents of Billy Bemis, one of your constituents, are asking for your help in getting him out of the Army with an Honorable or General Discharge.

Bemis joined the Army along with a number of his high school friends from Johnson’s Bayou, Louisiana, a coastal town near the Texas border. Before planning on joining the Army, Bemis was going to work on his father’s shrimp boat after graduating from high school.

Once he had enlisted, Bemis was sent to Fort Dilbert, Georgia for basic training. While at Fort Dilbert, Bemis became extremely homesick and realized that he was not Army material.  In fact, he became so frantic at the prospects of a military life that he had an accident and “wet” his bunk bed.   Bemis has had a similar accident on one occasion as a young child, but the problem never reappeared until now.

The Sergeant who supervises that unit sent Private Bemis to the medical officers for an evaluation.  A psychologist assigned to Fort Dilbert concluded that “Bemis has become traumatized, is unfit for military duty and would be an unreliable infantryman.”  The psychologist concluded that the “stress of the situation has caused Bemis to regress to a childhood level” and the psychologist believes that “Private Bemis is quite likely go AWOL at some point to escape the pressures of Army life.”

Bemis has applied for a discharge.  The commander at Fort Dilbert, General Righteous, is a no-nonsense military man and is quite unsympathetic towards Bemis.  General Righteous wants to recommend dismissing Bemis from the Army with a Dishonorable Discharge because Bemis “wet” his bed and “disgraced the uniform.”  General Righteous wants Bemis to be “punished for the rest of his life for his cowardly conduct.”

The parents of Private Bemis would appreciate it if you would go to Arlan Smith, Secretary of Defense and ask the Secretary to request that General Righteous consider a recommendation of a General Discharge from the Army.  Put simply, Bemis made a big mistake in joining the Army. His intentions were honorable, but his behavior did not measure up to his intentions.  The best thing would be to let Bemis go home and help his father on the shrimp boat.

We will set up a meeting with the Secretary of Defense to resolve this.  The fact that you chair the Senate External Affairs Committee, which considers military matters, should help a great deal with this.  

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Protests by Farmers

Small farm owners are staging protests around New York City, San Diego and Detroit.  Farmers are forming rolling roadblocks and driving around expressways at the minimum speed limits with their farm trucks.  These trucks are carrying signs that say “Save Family Farms,” “Your Next Meal Comes from a Farm” and “Tell Congress to Support Farmers.”  This protest is causing massive traffic jams in these major cities and the suburbs.

The farmers are protesting the failure of government to help the small farmer.  The protestors are taking the struggle into the urban and suburban areas to make the point that farmers are in trouble. 

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Protests by Farmers

Small farm owners are staging protests around New York City, San Diego and Detroit.  Farmers are forming rolling roadblocks and driving around expressways at the minimum speed limits with their farm trucks.  These trucks are carrying signs that say “Save Family Farms,” “Your Next Meal Comes from a Farm” and “Tell Congress to Support Farmers.”  This protest is causing massive traffic jams in these major cities and the suburbs.

The farmers are protesting the failure of government to help the small farmer.  The protestors are taking the struggle into the urban and suburban areas to make the point that farmers are in trouble.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Senator Reese

Senator Reese from Colorado has sold an Alexandria, Virginia home to Eliot Westmeir, a lobbyist for the American Insurance Institute.  The selling price of the Alexandria home is $650,000, an amount that is $125,000 above market value for houses in that neighborhood.

Westmeir has lobbied against a bill that is before the Senate Government Operations Committee.  That bill would mandate that insurance companies provide full coverage of expensive and prolonged mental health cases.  Insurance companies oppose this legislation because such claims would cost them millions of dollars per year and would force them to raise premium prices.

It is being rumored that the home purchase by Westmeir at the above-market- price was really a campaign contribution made in a way to get around campaign finance laws.

According to reports, Westmeir tried to disguise the purchase by working through Sarah Sayre, a real estate broker.  Reese sold the home to Sayre who then sold it to Westmeir.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Skirmishes on the Kashmir Border

Indian troops and Pakistani troops have clashed along the border between Kashmir and Pakistan.  Both sides claim that the other side crossed into their territory and started the fighting.  Each side claims that they are only trying to defend themselves.

The Russian government has warned Pakistan against any escalation of the conflict.  Russia condemns the aggression of Pakistan and vows to support its Indian ally.

The Chinese government has condemned Indian aggression and demands that India withdraw its troops from Pakistan.  China stands behind its ally, Pakistan, and will continue to support the legitimate claims of Pakistan.

It is advisable for the United States to call for a ceasefire between India and Pakistan, and to try to enlist Russia and China in the peace efforts.  This situation is becoming more dangerous and must be calmed before it becomes more explosive.  We believe that the President should call for an immediate ceasefire and invite Russia and China to participate in peaceful resolution of the conflict.  The ambassadors to all four countries should be invited to the White House and asked to work for peace in Kashmir.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Skirmishes on the Kashmir Border

Indian troops and Pakistani troops have clashed along the border between Kashmir and Pakistan.  Both sides claim that the other side crossed into their territory and started the fighting.  Each side claims that they are only trying to defend themselves.

The Russian government has warned Pakistan against any escalation of the conflict.  Russia condemns the aggression of Pakistan and vows to support its Indian ally.

The Chinese government has condemned Indian aggression and demands that India withdraw its troops from Pakistan.  China stands behind its ally, Pakistan, and will continue to support the legitimate claims of Pakistan.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Michael Yackson

Michael Yackson’s funeral has been scheduled in three days at 11:00 a.m. in Burbank, California.  The funeral will follow a 9:00 a.m. service at the St. Igor Reformed Church.  Thousands are expected to attend the funeral as well as the musical tribute that will follow the funeral.

You have been invited and asked to say a few words about Mr. Yackson’s many contributions to American culture.  You can decide whether or not you will be able to take time away from your other duties to attend the funeral.

Yackson took his own life in a Seattle, Washington motel after disappearing at the conclusion of a concert in San Francisco.  Mr. Yackson had been depressed.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Michael Yackson

Michael Yackson’s funeral has been scheduled in three days at 11:00 a.m. in Burbank, California.  The funeral will follow a 9:00 a.m. service at the St. Igor Reformed Church.  Thousands are expected to attend the funeral as well as the musical tribute that will follow the funeral.

President Millworth has been invited and is being asked to say a few words about Mr. Yackson’s many contributions to American culture.

Yackson took his own life in a Seattle, Washington motel after disappearing at the conclusion of a concert in San Francisco.  Mr. Yackson had been depressed.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Proposed Meetings with Ambassadors

The Chinese, Indian, Pakistani and Russian Ambassadors are unavailable to meet with the President at this time.  Each of them has been summoned back to their countries to receive instructions regarding the conflict in Kashmir

