SCRIPT for SESSION #9

(small simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by four press conferences.  One press conference is on human rights in China.  The other press conferences are on nuclear energy in Cuba, the family farms issue and the Kashmir crisis.

Then have participants break up into work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

First give the Administration and media an update on the auto leasing issue.  Then provide the Administration, media and some members of Congress with memos on a military base closing that will have a negative impact on one of the Congressional districts.  (Discard any base closing memos for roles that you have not assigned.)

After that give the Administration and media information on the biological weapons problem, the birth defects issue, the situation in Brazil, the inflation problem, the church burnings and nuclear energy for Cuba.

Then you will hand the Administration an important memo about the burning of black churches.  After that you will give the media memos on human longevity and digital radio.  When that is done, you can give the Administration updates on the church burning and Cuban nuclear energy issues.

Follow this with memos to the Administration and media on the earthquake.  Then give the Administration updates on church burnings and nuclear energy for Cuba.

Near the end of the session there will be three meetings along with further distribution of correspondence.  Senator Reese of Colorado meets with a realtor about the sale of the Senator’s house. Then, give the Administration and media correspondence about the initiation scandal and the crisis over Kashmir.  After that you can give the media updates about the aging rock star and the birth defects issue.  Finally, the Administration has two different meetings – one on Brazil and the other on Kashmir.

Press Conference

Hung Lu, President

Council for Human Rights

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Lu)

“We are appalled that the United States is focusing all of its attention on the Chinese economy and ignoring the problem of human rights in China.  The Chinese government has crushed those who wish to advance democratic principles.  Those who seek to bring democracy to China are placed in jails and are even sometimes killed.

We ask that the United States refocus its attention away from economics and demand that the Chinese recognize the rights of its citizenry.  The United States should not be trading with the Chinese if the Chinese ignore the rights of the Chinese people.

I would be happy to answer your questions.”

Press Conference

Francois/Francoise Derasse

French Ambassador

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Derasse)

“Hello my friends.  I am Francois Derasse, French Ambassador to the United States.  I have recently met with your administration regarding the potential sale of French nuclear technology to the nation of Cuba.  I have also been noting the discussions that have been taking place about this issue within your country.

I first want to assure you that France is not in the business of making the world a more dangerous place to live.  In fact, our greatest interest is in improving the quality of life for people throughout the world.

We realize that the United States has had a problem with nuclear energy.  Your efforts to develop nuclear power have been, shall we say, inept, and have reflected the work of amateurs.  And, your response to your own small scale nuclear power mishaps have been quite extreme, and have almost resulted in the dismantling of the nuclear power industry in your country.

Because your nation has been incompetent in building safe and secure nuclear power, you believe that no country can do this.  Well, let me tell you that France is doing it, and has been doing it for over 30 years.  We have a safe nuclear power industry, and we have been helping other nations throughout the world build safe and efficient nuclear power facilities.  We have a flawless record in the production and distribution of nuclear power, as well as the safe disposal of nuclear waste.  No nuclear materials from France have ever created an environmental or military security problem for the world.

Your fear of nuclear power is just one factor in this issue.  Your nation is also fearful and has an unusually hostile relationship with Cuba.  This is not healthy.  Your people and your government assume that the Cubans are incompetent and dangerous.

We are going to continue to have talks with Cuba about nuclear power, so that they can provide inexpensive electricity for the economy that you have tried so hard to destroy.  We will continue these talks, and we assure you that we will only act in ways that promote safe use of nuclear energy.  We are being rational, and only ask that your country should also be rational about this matter.

I am pleased to answer any questions that you might have.”

Press Conference

Irv Peth

Farmer

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Peth)

“My name is Irv Peth, and I am a farmer from Ohio.  My great-great-grandfather bought our farm in 1855 when he was a young man.  The farm passed on to my great-grandfather in 1910, and he passed the farm on to my grandfather in 1947.  My father inherited the farm in 1968, and I inherited the farm in 1992.

I am about to lose the family farm and nearly 150 years of history.  I have to work in town on a night shift so that I can work on the farm during the day.  We have put everything into making the farm successful, and we have only gotten deeper into debt.  This is not the American dream.  It is a nightmare.

Our last harvest was quite good, but the price we got for our crops was insufficient to pay back the loans, so our debt level only increased.  If our next harvest is as good, then our debt level will increase again, and if the next harvest is bad we will go under.

I am desperate.  My family is desperate.  We need help from the government.  The U.S. government helps other countries.  Why can’t we get the help that we need?

I am willing to work hard.  Why won’t you politicians in Washington hear the plight of the small farm owners in this country?”

Mohan Singh

Ambassador from India

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Singh)

“Hello.  My name is Mohan Singh and I am the Ambassador from the nation of India.  I have come here today to set the record straight about events in the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.

I must tell you that Jammu and Kashmir became an Indian state in 1947 after Pakistan violated the wishes of the local Maharaja Hari Singh, who wished that his people be separate from both India and Pakistan.  The Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir wanted to have a neutral nation that accommodated Muslims and other religions.  This was unacceptable to Pakistan, and the Pakistanis invaded Jammu and Kashmir.  They conquered about one-third of Jammu and Kashmir.  At that point, the Maharaja fled to India and asked India to make Jammu and Kashmir a part of India.

Since that time India has been protecting Kashmir against Pakistani aggression.  We have done so during two different wars in 1965 and 1971, when Pakistan attempted to annex Kashmir.  And we have continued to do so through recent times when Pakistan has attempted to cause unrest.

Separatists sponsored by Pakistan attacked innocent civilian targets in Kashmir just a few days ago.  Fortunately, the Indian military rushed in and protected the population from the threat.  As the fanatics continued to attack civilians, our soldiers pursued them even when they, like cowards, took refuge in Pakistan.  Once in Pakistan, they were reinforced by the Pakistani military.  Our soldiers defended themselves and then returned to India.

It was not our desire to invade Pakistan.  Rather, we have been invaded, and we are trying to defend ourselves against constant aggression from Pakistan.

I would be pleased to answer any of your questions.” 

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Leasing

Public opinion polls show that over 60% of Americans believe that government should give some type of tax break for leasing.  They say that such a tax break will help them pay for the cost of leasing.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Leasing

Public opinion polls show that over 60% of Americans believe that government should give some type of tax break for leasing.  They say that such a tax break will help them pay for the cost of leasing.

TO:
The President

FR:
R. J. Scarborough, Secretary of Defense

RE:
Base Closing

As part of the military modernization process, the Department of Defense will announce the closure of one additional Army base.  The actual base closure will take place in 18 months.  This base closure will allow the Army to shift personnel and other resources to remaining bases.  Overall, closing another Army base will bring about a greater degree of efficiency and allow for technological improvements.

Currently, budget analysts have identified eight bases that are candidates for closure.  Each of these bases is at least 50 years old and in need of considerable modernization.  Most of these bases can be brought up-to-date; however, the Department is convinced that one base must be closed to allow for improvements in the other bases.

Those bases (along with members of Congress who represent these areas) are as follows:

FORT BARKER, Nevada; Representative Jackson (R)

FORT BIBBY, Arkansas; Representative Lyle (D)

FORT COOK, Georgia; Representative Hilton (D)

FORT COTTER, Mississippi; Representative Prescott (R)

FORT HEDLUND, Kentucky; Representative Williams (R)

FORT SUMMERS, Ohio; Representative Vakarios (R)

FORT TESSLER, South Dakota; Representative Foreman (D)

FORT WATTS, Washington; Representative Unger (D)

The Department will narrow this list down to four possibilities within a few days.  After that, the list will be reduced to just two possibilities and finally one of these two bases will be identified for closure.

TO:
Representative Unger

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Watts Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base becomes the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy - and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
Representative Williams

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Hedlund Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base were to become the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy, and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
Representative Jackson

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Barker Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base were to become the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy, and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
Representative Hilton

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Cook Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base were to become the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy, and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
Representative Foreman

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Tessler Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base were to become the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy, and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
Representative Prescott

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Cotter Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base were to become the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy, and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
Representative Vakarios

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Summers Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base were to become the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy, and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
Representative Lyle

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Our office has been informed by the Department of Defense that the Ft. Bibby Army base in your Congressional district has been listed as one of eight possible military installations considered for a base closure within the next two years.  The Department will reduce the list down to four possible bases quite soon, then two possible bases before identifying a single base for actual closure.  The whole process should be completed within just a few days.

If our base were to become the installation finally recommended for closing, this action, of course, would have a devastating impact on the local economy, and also make it more difficult for you to get reelected.  However, we are optimistic that our base has a good chance of being dropped from that list as the Department’s budget analysts narrow their list down to a final choice.  Our facility has a positive reputation within the Army and, although it is old, it can be brought up to contemporary standards through a modernization effort.

We recommend that you don’t assume too much because the fort is on the current list.  It would only become a problem if we stay on the list.  It is probably not a good idea to discuss this with other members of Congress.  That might give them the impression that you are worried about this, and believe that your base will be the one chosen for closure.

If the media asks you about this, you can say that you are quite confident that our fort will not be selected for closing.

If you want to discuss this with a member of the administration, then, you should emphasize that this base has a fine record and that a base closure would be quite difficult for the people in your district.  Actually, the President couldn’t do anything about this until the very end when it is down to two bases.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Base Closing

As part of the military modernization process, the Department of Defense will announce the closure of one additional Army base.  The actual base closure will take place in 18 months.  This base closure will allow the Army to shift personnel and other resources to remaining bases.  Overall, closing another Army base will bring about a greater degree of efficiency and allow for technological improvements.

Currently, budget analysts have identified eight bases that are candidates for closure.  Each of these bases is at least 50 years old and in need of considerable modernization.  Most of these bases can be brought up-to-date; however, the Department is convinced that one base must be closed to allow for improvements in the other bases.

Those bases (along with members of Congress who represent these areas) are as follows:

FORT BARKER, Nevada; Representative Jackson (R)

FORT BIBBY, Arkansas; Representative Lyle (D)

FORT COOK, Georgia; Representative Hilton (D)

FORT COTTER, Mississippi; Representative Prescott (R)

FORT HEDLUND, Kentucky; Representative Williams (R)

FORT SUMMERS, Ohio; Representative Vakarios (R)

FORT TESSLER, South Dakota; Representative Foreman (D)

FORT WATTS, Washington; Representative Unger (D)

The Department will narrow this list down to four possibilities within a few days.  After that, the list will be reduced to just two possibilities and finally one of these two bases will be identified for closure.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Afghanistan

Fundamentalist Muslim leaders throughout the Middle East have lodged a protest against U.S. and Canadian efforts to arrest and detain two citizens of Afghanistan, the Imbalish brothers of British Columbia.  Critics claim that the U.S. placed its own biological weapons material at the Houston reservoir, and made up the story about smuggled biological weapons from Uzbekistan in order to distract attention from American involvement in the drug trade in both Latin America and the Middle East.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Afghanistan

Fundamentalist Muslim leaders throughout the Middle East have lodged a protest against U.S. and Canadian efforts to arrest and detain two citizens of Afghanistan, the Imbalish brothers of British Columbia.  Critics claim that the U.S. placed its own biological weapons material at the Houston reservoir, and made up the story about smuggled biological weapons from Uzbekistan in order to distract attention from American involvement in the drug trade in both Latin America and the Middle East.

TO: 
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Elective Abortions

The American Organization of Women sharply criticized Lifeline, an anti-abortion group, for their “irresponsible criticism of women seeking abortions to avoid birth defects in their children.”  According to Julia Seval of the American Organization of Women, “Lifeline is attacking women while ignoring the fact that big industries have been polluting the air and causing the birth defects.”

Ms. Seval went on to say, “Lifeline is hypocritical when it condemns women for trying to avoid birth defects from air pollution since they look the other way when polluting industries cause spontaneous abortions.”

TO: 
Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Elective Abortions

The American Organization of Women sharply criticized Lifeline, an anti-abortion group, for their “irresponsible criticism of women seeking abortions to avoid birth defects in their children.”  According to Julia Seval of the American Organization of Women, “Lifeline is attacking women while ignoring the fact that big industries have been polluting the air and causing the birth defects.”

Ms. Seval went on to say, “Lifeline is hypocritical when it condemns women for trying to avoid birth defects from air pollution since they look the other way when polluting industries cause spontaneous abortions.”

TO:
The President

FR:
U.S. Embassy in Brazil

RE:
Brazilian Conflict

A four-way shoving match took place yesterday between UN Peacekeepers, Indians, settlers and the Brazilian army.  Each group was trying to get the other three groups to leave.  Finally, the UN Peacekeepers threatened to call for reinforcements.  The Indians and the settlers left immediately; but, the Brazilian soldiers left only after they had received instructions from their commander.

It is very clear that the Brazilian military is trying to save face.  This may be a time to have a negotiated settlement.  Brazil might be willing to guarantee the resettlement program if they received the U.S. loan, and if the UN Peacekeepers were withdrawn and replaced with unarmed observers.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Brazilian Conflict

A four-way shoving match took place yesterday between UN Peacekeepers, Indians, settlers and the Brazilian army.  Each group was trying to get the other three groups to leave.  Finally, the UN Peacekeepers threatened to call for reinforcements.  The Indians and the settlers left immediately; but, the Brazilian soldiers left only after they had received instructions from their commander.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
The American Economy

The interest rate hikes by the Federal Reserve System, along with other actions, have propelled the American economy into the early stages of a recession.  It is expected that unemployment will rise and wage and price levels will stabilize.  This recession could last as long as three years.

The recession will have a negative impact on your reelection chances.  One of the unwritten principles of American politics is that people vote their pocketbooks.  During a recession, they tend to blame the current administration.  It would be best if you could find ways of stimulating the economy before the next election.  

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
The American Economy

The interest rate hikes by the Federal Reserve System, along with other actions, have propelled the American economy into the early stages of a recession.  It is expected that unemployment will rise and wage and price levels will stabilize.  This recession could last as long as three years.

TO:
The President

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Church Burnings

Civil rights protesters as well as church leaders are marching up and down the sidewalks between Congress and the White House.  They are carrying signs that say:

“Why won’t government stop church burnings?  Must someone die?” and

 “Is the FBI stupid or just plain racist?”

TO:
The Media

FR:
News Reports

RE:
Church Burnings

Civil rights protesters as well as church leaders are marching up and down the sidewalks between Congress and the White House.  They are carrying signs that say:

“Why won’t government stop church burnings?  Must someone die?” and

 “Is the FBI stupid or just plain racist?”

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Cuba announced today that it anticipated the first reactor at the Juragua Nuclear Power Station should be able to provide about 15 percent of the electricity needs for Cuba when completed in 2015.  The second reactor will be able to provide another 15 percent, and another power station planned for southern Cuba will enable Cuba to provide 60 percent of its electricity through nuclear power by 2030.

The Cuban government stressed that this electrification of their economy will spur economic growth, and will help undo the damage that has been caused by American-led economic sanctions.  Cuban leaders believe that an invigorated economy will improve the lives of the people and enable their country to stand up to American pressures.

Cuba welcomes the interest of the French government in continuing the nuclear energy project in Cuba.  Cuba regards France as a reasonable country that has respect for humanitarian needs.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Cuba announced today that it anticipated the first reactor at the Juragua Nuclear Power Station should be able to provide about 15 percent of the electricity needs for Cuba when completed in 2015.  The second reactor will be able to provide another 15 percent, and another power station planned for southern Cuba will enable Cuba to provide 60 percent of its electricity through nuclear power by 2030.

The Cuban government stressed that this electrification of their economy will spur economic growth, and will help undo the damage that has been caused by American-led economic sanctions.  Cuban leaders believe that an invigorated economy will improve the lives of the people and enable their country to stand up to American pressures.

Cuba welcomes the interest of the French government in continuing the nuclear energy project in Cuba.  Cuba regards France as a reasonable country that has respect for humanitarian needs.

TO:
The President

FR:
The Federal Bureau of Investigation

RE:
Church Burnings

We believe that we have identified who is responsible for the church bombings.  One of our agents has infiltrated a group called Aryan Power and has talked to a member who claims that his brother-in-law, Luke Schultz, has traveled around the country blowing up churches and trying to provoke blacks into counter-violence.

Our agent has said that he wants to join this effort and would like to meet the suspect.  The meeting is scheduled for today when the suspect returns to his home in Arkansas.

Our agent would be wired and will try to get information for criminal prosecution.  We recommend that, if asked, you indicate to the media that no progress is being made on the case.  We don’t want to take a chance that Luke Schultz would become suspicious and not meet with our agent.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General Sources

RE:
Human Longevity

The Earth Watch Institute, a research organization based in New York City, has released its annual report on human population on Planet Earth.  One of the more striking findings of this research is the growing “longevity gap between developed and less developed nations.” 

According to Dr. Florian Polantkin, the Earth Watch Institute’s Director of Research, “People are living longer and longer in developed nations such as the United States; yet, life spans are actually beginning to decrease in less developed countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America.”  Polantkin contends that “The decrease in life span in the less developed nations is a combination of generally bad health conditions, coupled with a rise in violent deaths due to civil strife.”

The Earth Watch Institute also says that longevity in the less developed world will decrease even more as tobacco use becomes prevalent.  Polantkin predicts that in “twenty-five more years, smoking deaths will shorten life spans in the less developed nations even below current levels.”

Dr. Polantkin claims that by 2035, the average life span in the developed world will be 83.5 years while it will be only 35.2 years in the poorer nations.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio

The three new Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio companies, flush with cash from investors, are adopting similar approaches to developing the new communication technology.  Although they are competitors, DigitalSpectrumRadio, Inc., Satellite Radio Network and Sky High Radio LLC have developed market strategies that are remarkably similar.

First, each firm is plowing money into program production and satellite transmission facilities.  Second, each of these firms is going into mass production of digital spectrum talk back radios for the home, the car and portable models, all of which are able to receive satellite signals.  Third, each firm has maintained a huge cash reserve to develop the market for Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio.
TO:
The President

FR:
The Federal Bureau of Investigation

RE:
Church Burnings

Our agent has met with Luke Schultz, the suspect, and has gathered enough evidence to justify an arrest.  Apparently, Schultz bragged about the bombings and has plans for more.  Our agent is still in a tavern with Schultz, and is prepared to signal other agents to participate in the arrest.  This will be a very clean operation.  Should we proceed with the arrest, or do you want the suspect to leave?

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Our department has been haunted by the nightmare of a Cuba with nuclear capabilities.  Nuclear power for Cuba poses safety risks that can endanger the whole region.  The possibility of a Cuba with nuclear weapons is perhaps even more frightening.

This issue has been with us since the Soviet Union was a player.  America resisted those initial efforts by Moscow to build nuclear power in Cuba; however, the efforts were not successful.  When the Soviet Union collapsed, we thought that the issue was behind us.  Then, Russia took responsibility, and the nightmare continued.  We were relieved again when Russia backed off on the agreement in 1992.  It got worse once more when Russia promised to continue the project in 1999.  It looked like it was all over when the Russian economy went flat, and they could not continue the project.  The prospect of France rescuing the project brings the nightmare back to us in a new form.

Under American law, you can respond to any French agreement by cutting off trade with France altogether, or for particular products or services.  Unfortunately, France will probably respond to these trade restrictions by responding in kind, and that will only hurt the American economy.  Also, France seems to have the sympathy of most European countries.

We wish there were another way to persuade France to back off on this.  Or, we wish that there were a way to persuade Cuba to abandon the project.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Earthquake Volunteers

A group of volunteers from Wisconsin is starting to complain about the President’s decision to send volunteers home from the San Francisco Earthquake.  One of their leaders, Florian Mashock, claims that the government is taking volunteers for granted.  He notes that “Millworth uses us when we are needed, then discards us when we are no longer useful to achieving the President’s political ends.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Earthquake Volunteers

A group of volunteers from Wisconsin is starting to complain about the President’s decision to send volunteers home from the San Francisco Earthquake.  One of their leaders, Florian Mashock, claims that the government is taking volunteers for granted.  He notes that “Millworth uses us when we are needed, then discards us when we are no longer useful to achieving the President’s political ends.”

TO:
The President

FR:
The Federal Bureau of Investigation

RE:
Church Burnings

Luke Schultz has been arrested without incident.  Schultz implicated two other individuals in the bombings.  You, or one of your staff, can announce that the arrest has been made and other arrests will follow.

TO:
The President

FR:
Central Intelligence Agency

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Power

In the past, we have conducted intelligence estimates of what the consequences would be if we tried to stop Cuban progress on nuclear power through a U.S. invasion of the island or an air attack.  In either case, we believe that the results would backfire on the United States, and lead to terrorist attacks on our population centers.  The most sensible way is to persuade the French to stop negotiating with the Cubans, or for them to simply keep the Cubans talking until they give up on the project.

Meeting between Senator Reese and Paul/Paula Farragut

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Farragut)

Farragut asks Reese for a decision on the Alexandria, Virginia home sale.

In the event that Reese asks for the name of the ultimate purchaser, Farragut says that he does not have that information.  Farragut also notes that Sarah Sayre, the real estate broker, will not reveal the name until the ultimate buyer purchases it from Sayre.

If Reese wishes to reject the bid, then, Farragut says that there will not be any more offers this high for the Alexandria house, and that Reese will have to settle for a lower price.  Farragut notes that Capitol Area Real Estate will purchase the Alexandria home for $500,000 and that is $50,000 lower than the purchase of the Georgetown house.  Farragut tries to persuade Reese to agree to the $650,000 offer.

If Reese accepts the bid, then Farragut agrees to notify Sayre that she can inform her buyer that the house is available at the desired price.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

Several male cadets at the Naval Academy have suggested that the Academy has really not done a complete job with the sexual misconduct case that arose out of an initiation ceremony.  According to one unnamed source, male cadets were also discriminated against when they had to eat human waste.  Academy officials, they said, were only trying to appease women, and had completely ignored the horrible treatment that male plebes had received.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

Several male cadets at the Naval Academy have suggested that the Academy has really not done a complete job with the sexual misconduct case that arose out of an initiation ceremony.  According to one unnamed source, male cadets were also discriminated against when they had to eat human waste.  Academy officials, they said, were only trying to appease women, and had completely ignored the horrible treatment that male plebes had received.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Kashmir

Pakistan has reinforced troops along its border with the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.  The government of Pakistan claims it has done this in response to India’s military buildup along the border.  Pakistani officials believe that India is preparing to launch an attack on Pakistan.

The Secretary of State and other officials at the State Department believe that it would be advisable for you as the President to summon the ambassadors of both India and Pakistan and urge them to lower the tensions.  Perhaps you or a member of your administration could persuade the ambassadors that a peace conference on Kashmir could be held in the United States to resolve the dispute.  We will find some location close to Washington, D.C. that will be easy to reach for the foreign diplomats.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Kashmir

Pakistan has reinforced troops along its border with the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.  The government of Pakistan claims it has done this in response to India’s military buildup along the border.  Pakistani officials believe that India is preparing to launch an attack on Pakistan.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Michael Yackson

Michael Yackson’s body was found in a room at The Pretty Good Motel on the north side of Seattle, Washington.  A motel employee discovered Yackson’s body in a room that was supposed to be empty while awaiting repairs.  Evidently, Yackson had entered the room through a back window and hung himself from the shower by using a belt around his neck, dropping to his knees and choked himself to death.  Yackson left a note in which he stated that he could not “take the pressures anymore of being loved by so many people.”  He also said that he was “not perfect and deserved to die.”

Apparently, after disappearing in San Francisco, Yackson had disguised himself and taken a bus to Seattle.  The pop star had then joined a group of homeless men before going the motel where he ended his life.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Air Pollution Class Action Suit

Judge Cory Richardson ruled today that the class action suit claiming damages for air pollution should be allowed to proceed.  The judge believed that certain provisions of the Environmental Protection Act authorized such claims, and that precedents in tobacco-related lawsuits suggest that the claimants have a right to proceed.

Judge Richardson’s ruling is no guarantee that the claimants will win the case.  In fact, it is expected that the case will be dragged out over years.  Some observers expect that the affected industries will attempt to stall the case at each stage, and may eventually agree to an out-of-court settlement.

The ruling by Judge Richardson is also seen as a signal that the executive and legislative branches should increase efforts to reduce pollution levels dramatically.  This could have a major impact, particularly on the automotive industry and on the millions of commuters who depend on the automobile to get to their jobs.  Advocates of mass transit see the Richardson ruling as setting the stage for revision of transportation and land use policy in the United States.

Meeting

U.S. Representative and Brazilian Ambassador Ernesto/Ernesta Bueno

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Bueno)

The U.S. Representative makes a proposal.  Ambassador Bueno says that Brazil is willing to guarantee the resettlement program it they received the U.S. loan, and if the UN Peacekeepers were withdrawn and replaced with unarmed observers. 

Meetings With Ambassadors from India and Pakistan

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate(s) assume the identity of the ambassadors)

Meeting with Ambassador from India

The Ambassador from India listens to the American position and then says that peace talks cannot be held while Pakistan seeks to promote violence in Kashmir.  The Ambassador thanks the U.S. for its interest and then leaves.

Meeting with Ambassador from Pakistan

The Ambassador from Pakistan listens to the American position and says that peace talks cannot be held while India is crushing human rights in Kashmir.  The Ambassador thanks the U.S. for its interest and then leaves.

