SCRIPT for SESSION #11

(medium simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by one press conference.  The press conference is on Cuba’s efforts to get nuclear energy.

Then have participants break up into work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

Provide the Administration, media and two members of Congress with memos on the military base closing.  After that, give both the Administration and the media correspondence on nuclear energy in Cuba as well as the export of tobacco and weapons.  Then, you will update the media on digital radio.

After that, Senator Eubank of Louisiana has a meeting with a Defense Department official to help a constituent receive a military discharge.  Then give the Administration and media correspondence on the California earthquake, the plight of family farms and escalating Kashmir crisis.  Once those are distributed you can give the media other updates on the rock star.

Near the end of the session there will be additional meetings and one piece of correspondence.  Representative Zarkasian has a meeting to help a constituent get into the Naval Academy.  Then the Administration has meetings on the military base closings.  After those meetings on the base closing, the administration receives another disappointing memo about the Kashmir crisis.

Press Conference

Ainsley Huntington

Executive Director, Citizens for Economic Development

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Huntington)

“Hello.  My name is Ainsley Huntington.  I am Executive Director of Citizens for Economic Development.  I have come to you today to offer a simple and workable solution to the issue of nuclear power in Cuba.

My organization contends that this issue would not exist if America would only adopt a new foreign policy towards Cuba.  America needs a foreign policy that treats Cuba like a partner and friend.

If Mexico wanted nuclear power, that would not be an issue for the United States.  Mexico is, in fact, closer to us physically, and we have a more friendly relationship with the Mexican people.

Now, I am not advocating nuclear power for Cuba.  I also believe that it poses risks if there were a nuclear accident.  Cuba doesn’t need nuclear power.  Rather, they need economic development.

If the United States provided massive foreign aid to Cuba, that nation would be able to build conventional power generating facilities and make other improvements.  We could specify that our aid dollars go to civilian purposes.

Let us treat Cuba as our neighbor and let us meet their needs.  We could do this at a fraction of the cost of building nuclear power plants, and we can accomplish so much more with these efforts.

We provide assistance for nations throughout Asia, Africa and Latin America.  Why don’t we do the same for Cuba?

Thank you.  I will be happy to answer any of your questions.”

TO:
The President

FR:
R. J. Scarborough, Secretary of Defense

RE:
Base Closing

The budget analysts in the Department of Defense have completed their work and have identified two military bases, one of which should be closed.  Resources from that base closure will enable the Army to strengthen other bases.

The two bases, in alphabetical order, are as follows: (1) Fort Hedlund in Kentucky and (2) Fort Watts in Washington State.  Fort Hedlund is in the Congressional District of Representative Williams, a Republican.  Fort Watts in the Congressional District of Representative Unger, a Democrat.  One of these bases will be closed within the next year-and-a-half.

Representatives Unger and Williams will probably want to meet with you or your staff on this matter.  You should listen to what they have to say (you might get some offers of support for your initiatives or some key concessions).  Do indicate that you will be meeting with the Secretary of Defense to make a final decision.   

I would like to meet with you later today to discuss which of these bases will be closed.  This is a difficult decision but it needs to be done.  The Department has gone through a thorough review.  However, the final decision needs to be made now.  I will be glad to announce the results to each of the two members of Congress as well as to the media.

TO:
Representative Unger

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Unfortunately, Fort Watts has not been removed from the list of bases to be closed and it is one of the final two forts.  At this point, there is about a 50 percent chance that it will be closed and, as you know, that will wreak havoc with jobs and business opportunities in your district.

It would be advisable for you to meet today with the President (or someone in a high position within the administration) and try to prevent the base closing.  If you are able to accomplish this, you will be a hero back in the district.  If you can’t get the fort spared from the budget knife, then, you are going to have a really tough time getting reelected.

We are not sure whether this is going to be partisan matter of the President helping a Democrat and shifting the pain to the Republican.  You may have to make a deal to save the fort or you may have to settle for something else.

The President will be meeting with the Secretary of Defense later today to make the final decision.  You need to try to affect the outcome prior to that meeting.  Good luck.  The future of your district and your political future is riding on this.

TO:
Representative Williams

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Base Closing

Unfortunately, Fort Hedlund has not been removed from the list of bases to be closed and it is one of the final two forts.  At this point, there is about a 50 percent chance that it will be closed and, as you know, that will wreak havoc with jobs and business opportunities in your district.

It would be advisable for you to meet today with the President (or someone in a high position within the administration) and try to prevent the base closing.  If you are able to accomplish this, you will be a hero back in the district.  If you can’t get the fort spared from the budget knife, then, you are going to have a really tough time getting reelected.

We are not sure whether this is going to be partisan matter of the President helping a Democrat and shifting the pain to the Republican.  You may have to make a deal to save the fort or you may have to settle for something else.

The President will be meeting with the Secretary of Defense later today to make the final decision.  You need to try to affect the outcome prior to that meeting.  Good luck.  The future of your district and your political future is riding on this.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Base Closing

The budget analysts in the Department of Defense have completed their work and have identified two military bases, one of which should be closed.  Resources from that base closure will enable the Army to strengthen other bases.

The two bases, in alphabetical order, are as follows: (1) Fort Hedlund in Kentucky and (2) Fort Watts in Washington State.  Fort Hedlund is in the Congressional District of Representative Williams, a Republican.  Fort Watts in the Congressional District of Representative Unger, a Democrat.  One of these bases will be closed within the next year-and-a-half.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Talks between Cuba and France regarding construction of nuclear energy have stalled.  Apparently, there are major differences over the handling of nuclear fuel and disposal of nuclear waste.  France wants to maintain control of the nuclear fuel and waste.  Cuba wants to play a role in these matters.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Talks between Cuba and France regarding construction of nuclear energy have stalled.  Apparently, there are major differences over the handling of nuclear fuel and disposal of nuclear waste.  France wants to maintain control of the nuclear fuel and waste.  Cuba wants to play a role in these matters.

TO:
The President

FR:
American Tobacco Products Institute

RE:
Attacks on Tobacco Industry

The tobacco industry is made up of ordinary people who are trying to make an honest living by selling products that give people pleasure.  We are made up of family farmers, skilled factory workers and dedicated secretaries and clerks.

We all give an honest day’s work for our wages and salaries, and we pay our taxes to support the whole range of governmental activities.  We are active in our churches and communities.  In short, we are ordinary Americans who are trying to catch the American dream.

Life hasn’t been easy for us.  Our own government has tried to put us out of business.  So, we have tried to market our products elsewhere in the world.

Now, the liberals are trying to finish us off.  The left-wing Mothers Organization for Morality has attacked us in the most uncivilized manner, by pouring blood on the sidewalks in front of our manufacturing facilities.  Also, these fanatics demonstrate outside the Congress and the White House in an effort to block tobacco exports to other countries.

Leave us alone and let us just make an honest living.

TO:
The Media

FR:
American Tobacco Products Institute

RE:
Attacks on Tobacco Industry

The tobacco industry is made up of ordinary people who are trying to make an honest living by selling products that give people pleasure.  We are made up of family farmers, skilled factory workers and dedicated secretaries and clerks.

We all give an honest day’s work for our wages and salaries, and we pay our taxes to support the whole range of governmental activities.  We are active in our churches and communities.  In short, we are ordinary Americans who are trying to catch the American dream.

Life hasn’t been easy for us.  Our own government has tried to put us out of business.  So, we have tried to market our products elsewhere in the world.

Now, the liberals are trying to finish us off.  The left-wing Mothers Organization for Morality has attacked us in the most uncivilized manner, by pouring blood on the sidewalks in front of our manufacturing facilities.  Also, these fanatics demonstrate outside the Congress and the White House in an effort to block tobacco exports to other countries.

Leave us alone and let us just make an honest living.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio

In addition to changing the management of AM and FM stations, the new owners of the broadcasting companies have changed the format of the stations and made them less attractive to advertisers.

The new management of the stations is linked indirectly to digital spectrum talk back radio and seems to be offering programming that is not designed to be profitable.  Public service announcements have more than tripled at most stations.  Stations are also spending more programming time promoting such things as Girl Scout cookie sales and pizza sales by high school clubs.  

Moreover, the bulk of new programming is devoted to topics like prayer and Bible reading, fly fishing, senior citizen discussions of the good old days and weather information from the 1950s.  This new programming is consistent with Federal Communications Commission regulations and the new station formats do not face any legal problems. 

Although the new programming complies with FCC regulations, listeners are pulling away from broadcast radio because they find it boring and not worth listening to.  Advertisers are quickly abandoning AM and FM radio stations because the audience has disappeared.

Meeting

Senator Eubank and Arlan Smith, Secretary of Defense

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Smith)

The Senator and the Secretary of Defense meet to discuss the Billy Bemis situation.  Smith asks Senator Eubank to explain the situation.

Smith agrees to discuss the matter with General Righteous, and expects that the matter will be resolved to the Senator’s satisfaction.  In fact, Smith assures the Senator that the General will come around and recommend an Honorable, or perhaps General, Discharge.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Volunteers for Earthquake Relief

A group of about 100 volunteers from various states protested outside the White House this morning.  They carried signs that say: “People Before Politics,” “The Volunteer Spirit Made America Great” and “Don’t Ask for Help Next Time Unless You Really Want It.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Reports

RE:
Volunteers for Earthquake Relief

A group of about 100 volunteers from various states protested outside the White House this morning.  They carried signs that say: “People Before Politics,” “The Volunteer Spirit Made America Great” and “Don’t Ask For Help Next Time Unless You Really Want It.”

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Protests By Farmers

Small farm owners are continuing their protests around New York City, San Diego and Detroit.  The rolling roadblocks by farm trucks at minimum speeds on expressways are wreaking havoc on traffic patterns.  Morning and evening rush hours are particularly problematic because of the protests.

The farmers’ trucks continue to carry signs that say “Save Family Farms,”  “Your Next Meal Comes From a Farm” and “Tell Congress to Support Farmers.” The protestors are taking the struggle into the urban and suburban areas to make the point that family farms are in trouble, and that government assistance is essential for their survival. 

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Protests by Farmers

Small farm owners are continuing their protests around New York City, San Diego and Detroit.  The rolling roadblocks by farm trucks at minimum speeds on expressways are wreaking havoc on traffic patterns.  Morning and evening rush hours are particularly problematic because of the protests.

The farmers’ trucks continue to carry signs that say “Save Family Farms,” “Your Next Meal Comes from a Farm” and “Tell Congress to Support Farmers.” The protestors are taking the struggle into the urban and suburban areas to make the point that family farms are in trouble, and that government assistance is essential for their survival.

TO:
The President

FR:
Central Intelligence Agency

RE:
Pakistani Nuclear Test

The government of Pakistan detonated a nuclear weapon early this morning.  The leaders of the government have said that the test is a normal part of their nuclear weapons program.  However, it is believed that the test was really a warning to India.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Pakistani Nuclear Test

The government of Pakistan detonated a nuclear weapon early this morning.  The leaders of the government have said that the test is a normal part of their nuclear weapons program.  However, it is believed that the test was really a warning to India.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Michael Yackson

Dr. Alton J. Zumbrun, a psychologist for Michael Yackson, announced that he would release videotapes of his sessions with Yackson.  He claims that Yackson wanted to have his sessions recorded and then distributed to the public.  According to Yackson’s wishes, the best material from these tapes should be sold and the bulk of the proceeds should be donated to the Grey Squirrel Preservation Project.

Meeting

Representative Zarkasian and Admiral Hemlock

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Hemlock)

Zarkasian makes the case for the constituent and the Admiral listens carefully and asks a few polite questions.  Then, the Admiral informs Zarkasian that Craig Clagget will certainly be admitted to the Naval Academy.

Meetings

President Millworth and Secretary of Defense Scarborough

Scarborough meetings with Representatives Unger and Williams

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Scarborough)

The Secretary of Defense meets privately with the President and perhaps a few advisers.  The Secretary of Defense says that both Fort Hedlund in Kentucky and Fort Watts in Washington State are virtually in the same low state of repair and readiness.  By eliminating one of these forts, all the other bases will be brought up to standards.  There is not enough money to save both bases.  One of them is going to have to go.

If the President asks for a recommendation from the Secretary of Defense, then, Scarborough suggests saving the base in Washington State and thus looking out for the Democrat.  However, Scarborough notes that a base closure in Kentucky will be seen in partisan terms in Congress and that the President could win Republican support by closing the base in Representative Unger’s district.  If that were the case, Scarborough suggests finding a position in the administration at the end of Unger’s term (Unger would never get reelected if Fort Watts is closed).

In essence, the Secretary of Defense leaves the decision to the President but agrees to be the messenger.

Scarborough then meets separately with Unger (the Democrat) and Williams (the Republican) and informs them of the result.

TO:
The President

FR:
The State Department

RE:
Kashmir Crisis

The ambassadors to the four countries are still unavailable and it appears that there are no discussions taking place between the governments.

