SCRIPT for SESSION #12
(medium simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by three press conferences.  In the first press conference, the President’s Supreme Court nominee denies any wrongdoing and withdraws from consideration.  In the second press conference, the Chinese Ambassador says that China will take the lead in bringing about a Middle East peace.  The final press conference, the State Department refutes French charges of industrial spying by the United States.

Then have participants break up into work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.

The media gets more information about the Hip Hops.  Then the Administration and media get memos about the home invasion.  After that, the Administration and Senator Ogura (Government Operations) get additional memos about the Supreme Court nomination.

The Administration and media get memos about developments in Mexico and Middle East peace prospects.  Then, the media gets more information about the plans of the Poet Laureate.  

Press Conference

Edward Billingsley

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Billingsley)

“My name is Edward Billingsley. I am the President’s nominee to the Supreme Court of the United States.  Over the past few weeks, I have put up with rumors and a whispering campaign against me.  I have even withstood frontal attacks by extremists.  However, now I face outright lies about my character from a former student.

There is no truth to what Shane Alexander has said about me; yet, the damage is done.  Examination of the facts will show that I have been the victim and that Alexander has lied.

This type of slow torture is intolerable.  It is destructive for me and for those who I care about.  I will not dignify these lies and deceit any longer.

I am thus withdrawing my name from consideration for the Supreme Court appointment.  This has become a spectacle and has become demeaning.  It has been an outright war on homosexuals.  This should stand as a lesson that equality under the law does not apply to those who have a sexual orientation that differs from an intolerant majority.

I have nothing further to say on the subject.”

Press Conference

Liu Tsang, Foreign Minister

Peoples Republic of China

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Tsang)

“I am Liu Tsang, Foreign Minister of the Peoples Republic of China, and I come to you today to talk about peace in the Middle East.  For over half a century, this region has been embroiled in conflict, and too many lives have been lost.  In recent years, there have been a number of attempts at peace and all these efforts have failed.  They have failed for a variety of reasons; but always, the parties to the conflict never had the promise of real peace.

Today, China offers itself as an agent of real peace in the Middle East.  We are prepared to do so through bold strategies.

First, we will offer to place Chinese troops in the disputed territory and protect each side from any assaults by the other.   We recognize that there are risks associated with this, and China is prepared to sacrifice to make the peace process work.  Both Israel and the Palestinians can feel secure and concentrate on the greater cause of peace.

Second, we are prepared to host a Permanent Peace Conference for the Middle East in China.  We would invite all factions within each country to participate in the conference and we will work towards a conclusion that will respect each interest.  China will be a true neutral in this process.  We do not have a history with either side, and there is no reason to believe that China favors one side or the other.

We invite both the Israelis and the Palestinians to participate in this peace initiative.  It will work.  We promise you.  It will work because China will stand firm in preserving the security of Israel and the Palestinians while the peace conference takes place.  Moreover, China will stay as long as necessary to preserve peace.

I want to assure you of our commitment.  We are not a confused nation that pretends to be interested in peace while it stirs up conflict and avoids real involvement.  China is prepared to help Israel and Palestine establish a permanent peace for the Middle East.  This can be accomplished within our own lives.

I am open to questions.”

Press Conference

Lee Mathews

U.S. State Department

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Mathews)

“My name is Lee Mathews and I am a public information officer for the State Department.  Today, I would like to address issues surrounding industrial spying.

The State Department wishes to make it very clear that the United States government is not retaliating against the French government in its arrest of James Rondell.  In no way, can Rondell’s arrest be connected with the French government’s arrest of Francois DeMonde.

Mr. Rondell had been employed as an engineer with Intelligence Computers, an American company.  Rondell not only stole secrets from his employer; but he also delivered those secrets to Visique Blanc, a French computer company.  Rondell was not only receiving a regular salary from his employer, Intelligence Computers, but nearly that same amount of money was being deposited in a bank account from InterTech, a mysterious technological research organization that is connected to both the Visique Blanc corporation and the French government.

Moreover, our Federal Bureau of Investigation has clear evidence that Rondell was recruited into this industrial spy activity by Jacques Latrobe, a former, and perhaps current, agent of the French Intelligence Service.

The two cases are entirely different, but unfortunately the French government is trying to link the two cases.  Both cases involve industrial spying.  But, very clearly one of the cases, the Rondell case in the United States, involves industrial spying that was sponsored by French intelligence operatives.”

TO:
Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Hip Hops

The American Association of Churches has strongly condemned the makers of the hit movie, The Hip Hops, and condemned the manufacturers who are producing the racially stereotyped dolls that bring out such dysfunctional behavior in America’s young people.

The Association also criticizes the Congress and President for doing nothing while children, masquerading as these fictional negative role models, terrorize other children and rip apart the social fabric.

TO:
The President

FR:
Attorney General

RE:
Peter Comings

It appears that the captors of Peter Comings are prepared to release the television executive very soon.  California officials have promised not to bring charges against the home invaders.  The Governor of California has come out in support of immunity for any federal crimes.

The FBI is not sure that any federal crime has occurred.  We have no way of proving that captors used telephone lines to plan their activity.  Also, we don’t know if weapons were brought across state lines.  We are not even sure that there are any bombs planted at the Comings’ home.

The only reason to not give immunity is to avoid a precedent.  However, we think we might lose in court (if there were a legal action), and we risk having Comings harmed if you don’t provide immunity.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Peter Comings

It appears that the captors of Peter Comings are prepared to release the television executive very soon.  California officials have promised not to bring charges against the home invaders.  The Governor of California has come out in support of immunity for any federal crimes.

Other network executives have expressed concern about Peter Comings.  However, they doubt that Comings has really changed his views about depicting violence on television.  Also, they oppose any mandatory Code of Conduct for the industry.

TO:
The President

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Supreme Court Vacancy

As you know, Edward Billingsley has withdrawn from consideration for the Supreme Court nomination.  The full recovery of Senator Ogura’s daughter from her auto accident has made it possible for the Senator to be considered for the vacancy.  There should be no problem with this nomination.  Ogura is highly regarded in the Senate and does not have anything in the past that would present problems.  You, or one of your advisors, should approach Ogura.  It is our hope that the Senator will agree.

Also, you should make some sort of statement to the media or hold a press conference about your plans for the Supreme Court vacancy.  You should express regret in Professor Billingsley’s departure.  Indicate that you had confidence in Billingsley.  Also, indicate that you hope to name another nominee shortly.

TO:
Senator Ogura

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Supreme Court Vacancy

As you know, Edward Billingsley has withdrawn from consideration for the Supreme Court nomination.  Your daughter’s full recovery from her auto accident has now made it possible for you to be considered for the vacancy.  There should be no problem with your nomination.  You are highly regarded in the Senate, and you do not have anything in your life that would present problems.  Let’s hope that the President or one of the President’s advisors will approach you.

TO:
The President

FR:
Immigration and Naturalization Service

RE:
Mexico

Thousands of Mexicans are illegally crossing the border and entering the United States.  It appears that these are affluent Mexicans who fear what President-Elect Mendez will do when he takes power in a few months.  They claim that he will confiscate their property.  These individuals have shifted their funds to banks in the United States and want to live in this country.

You can ask our agency, the Immigration and Natural Service, to send them back to Mexico as we have done with other illegal immigrants.  Or, you can recognize them as political refugees and allow them to be in this country.  How do you want to handle this?

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Mexico

Thousands of Mexicans are illegally crossing the border and entering the United States.  It appears that these are affluent Mexicans who fear what President-Elect Mendez will do when he takes power in a few months.  They claim that he will confiscate their property.  These individuals have shifted their funds to banks in the United States and want to live in this country.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Chinese Sponsored Peace Conference on Middle East

Both Israel and the Palestinians have agreed to China’s offer of a Middle East Peace Conference in China.  This agreement was reached after China welcomed Israeli and Palestinian observers to be part of the peacekeeping force.  Each side will be able to see how the Peacekeepers carry out their duties.  This is seen as a sign of a greater willingness to seek resolution of the conflicts.

Delegates from Palestine and Israel are now en route to Beijing, the capital of China.  There seems to be enthusiasm for China’s involvement, and a feeling that there may be real progress this time.

The international community also seems enthusiastic about the new peace initiative.  Some foreign observers see China’s involvement as an indication that it has reached the status of a Great Nation, and will play a leadership role in international politics.  Other foreign observers point out that the Middle East peace process was undergoing gridlock under the “tired and timid leadership of the United States.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Chinese Sponsored Peace Conference on Middle East

Both Israel and the Palestinians have agreed to China’s offer of a Middle East Peace Conference in China.  This agreement was reached after China welcomed Israeli and Palestinian observers to be part of the peacekeeping force.  Each side will be able to see how the Peacekeepers carry out their duties.  This is seen as a sign of a greater willingness to seek resolution of the conflicts.

Delegates from Palestine and Israel are now en route to Beijing, the capital of China.  There seems to be enthusiasm for China’s involvement, and a feeling that there may be real progress this time.

The international community also seems enthusiastic about the new peace initiative.  Some foreign observers see China’s involvement as an indication that it has reached the status of a Great Nation, and will play a leadership role in international politics.  Other foreign observers point out that the Middle East peace process was undergoing gridlock under the “tired and timid leadership of the United States.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Endowment for the Humanities

RE:
Marlene Bennett, Poet Laureate

Marlene Bennett, Poet Laureate of the United States, has returned to the United States after a triumphant world tour.  During the last month she has circled the globe and read poems from her latest book, Human Time, Human Space.  The volume describes humanity’s struggle to break down the barriers that separate one person from another.

Ms. Bennett plans to rest for a few days before making an appearance before a Joint Session of Congress.

Ms. Bennett has been commissioned to write a new poem that she will read before the Congress.  She has entitled this poem, America! America! What You Mean to Me, and she describes it as a “cleansing experience in the post-modern world.”

