SCRIPT for SESSION #10

(medium simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by a total of three press conferences.  During the first press conference, the hostage-takers make their case in the home invasion issue.  The President announces the Supreme Court nominee in the second press conference.   In the third press conference, President Millworth and the new President of Mexico exchange views on future relations between the two countries.

Then have participants break up into work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

First, the Administration and media receive memos on the Parisian spy issue as well as the food fight.  Then, Representative Ferguson (Government Operations) gets more information about illegal fundraising by Senator Dixon’s office.

The media gets more criticism of the Hip Hops movie fad.  After that, Senator Meyers (Majority Leader, Government Operations) gets a memo on the Supreme Court nomination and Senator Ogura (Government Operations) gets good news about his/her daughter.

Then, the Administration and media get more information on developments in the Middle East.  Then, Senator Hardesty (External Matters) gets a request to help organic food growers in Massachusetts.

The Government Operations Committee meets and hears testimony from the Supreme Court nominee, the American Crusade for Morality, the American Council of Church Women, the Fight Back organization.  

The Administration receives another memo about the spy issue and the media get another update on the Poet Laureate.  Senator Litz (External Matters) and the media receive other memos about the Senator’s increasing political stature.  Senator Reese (Government Operations) gets a memorandum to help the Colorado ski industry. 

The media gets another memo about the Food Fight in Washington and the Administration gets more information about the deteriorating situation in the Middle East peace process.

Press Conference

Frank Kunnert

(simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Kunnert)

“Hello. I am Frank Kunnert.  I speak for those who have taken control of Mr. Peter Comings home.  Our group believes that Mr. Comings network exemplifies an industry that is saturating Americans with violent images day and night.  From children’s cartoon shows to so-called “action” shows, the television and cable networks feed Americans a steady diet that teaches all of us that violence is a normal and acceptable way of resolving conflicts.  Our country has been taken hostage by this industry and by the offensive violence that they show us day and night.  We have captured the Comings family as a symbolic gesture to show the nightmare that has been created by this industry.

My group does not intend to harm the family.  We have released all the children, as a goodwill gesture, and we plan to release the wife and husband if all our terms are met.

We want immunity from prosecution.  We also want the Congress and President to pass legislation establishing a Code of Conduct for the industry.  In this Code, the television and cable networks would only be allowed to picture violence if it was a historical fact and in a way that does not glorify the violence.  Those who produce or show violent images that violate this Code should be subject to mandatory jail terms of not less than five years.

We demand that this legislation be passed immediately.  We also say that the federal government should let Mr. Comings do what he needs to do to make amends for all the murder and mayhem that has been caused by his violent images.  We believe that Mr. Comings has turned the corner and is willing to abide by such a Code, and that the whole industry should also be subject to such a Code of Conduct that stops production of violent programs.

I’ll answer any questions that you might have.”

Press Conference

President Millworth

“I am here today to inform you of my nomination for the vacant position on the Supreme Court.  I have met with three different individuals that were recommended for the position.  The American Judicial Conference, as well as the Attorney General’s office, investigated each of these individuals and deemed each worth consideration.  I thank the three individuals for their time and interest in the position.

After much thought, I have decided to nominate Dr. Edward Billingsley, a lawyer and legal scholar.  Dr. Billingsley has an outstanding reputation, and has a tremendous amount of practical experience in representing a variety of viewpoints.  Professor Billingsley has been even-handed as a legal scholar, and will be even-handed as a Supreme Court Justice.

I understand that there is some debate about whether Edward Billingsley is qualified to serve in light of his sexual orientation.  I want to make it clear that his sexual orientation is not a factor in Dr. Billingsley’s legal thinking, and his sexual orientation is not a factor in the judicial nomination.  He is simply the best qualified candidate.  He has my complete support.

Thank you.”

Joint Press Conference

U. S. President Millworth and Mexican President-Elect Mendez

(simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Mendez)

President Millworth speaks first.  Milworth welcomes President-Elect Mendez and urges cooperation between the two countries.

Mendez, who seems somewhat aloof, says the following:

“I appreciate the warm reception that President Millworth has given me and hope that this is a sign of good things to come.  The relationship between the two nations will be positive if the United States stops treating Mexico as a ‘junior partner,’ and instead regards Mexico as a full equal in international affairs.

In the days to come, Mexico will be embarking on major changes that will benefit the Mexican people.  First we will centralize parts of the economy and regulate those businesses that exploit Mexico.  Secondly, we will see that Mexican citizens get the basic services they need and are paid a living wage for their labor, or get assistance if they are unemployed.  Finally, we will want to tax the excess profits of companies—particularly foreign companies—and use the funds to pay for needed public services.

Thank you.  I will be happy to answer any questions that you might have.”

TO:
The President

FR:
The Federal Bureau of Investigation

RE:
French Spy

The FBI has arrested Mr. James Rondell, an engineer, for stealing industrial secrets from Intelligence Computers, a firm he worked for, and passing these secrets to a French Computer Company, Visique Blanc.

We believe that Rondell was hired by the French government to spy on the U.S. company.  We wish to charge him with espionage under the service of the French political system.

The FBI has recorded telephone conversations between Mr. Rondell and Jacques Latrobe, an employee of Visique Blanc, in which the two individuals arranged for the transfer of information to Visique Blanc.

Mr. Latrobe was formerly an employee of the French intelligence service who took an “early retirement” from his intelligence service job two years ago and began working for Visique Blanc the next week.  Our telephone records show that Latrobe has maintained social contact with his old friends in French intelligence.

We believe that Latrobe never really retired from French intelligence.  Rather, he was merely reassigned to Visique Blanc to help them with their industrial espionage efforts.  The French government has a special contract with Visique Blanc for that company to provide computer consulting for French intelligence.  The amount that French intelligence pays to Visique just happens to cover Latrobe’s salary, as well as benefits, and we believe the consulting contract is just a way to hide direct French involvement in supporting industrial spy efforts.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
French Spy

The FBI has arrested Mr. James Rondell, an engineer, for stealing industrial secrets from Intelligence Computers, a firm he worked for, and passing these secrets to a French Computer Company, Visique Blanc.  The FBI claims that Rondell was hired by the French government to spy on the U.S. company.  They wish to charge him with espionage in the service of the French political system.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
U.S. Department of Agriculture Hearings

Several food industry associations (The American Association of Cheese Producers, the National Meat Council, the Egg Distributors of America and the National Confectioners Association) testified today before the U.S. Department of Agriculture regarding a proposal to eliminate the Food Pyramid and replace it with a Food Target approach for advising consumers. 

Industry experts said that the Food Pyramid is “confusing” and has “only made things more difficult” for consumers.  They said that a Food Target approach is easier to understand.  The Food Target approach gives consumers “a better idea of recommended portions by having larger rings” for such things as fruits and vegetables as well as breads, cereals, rice and pasta.  They note that  “the Food Pyramid approach needs more verbal description for recommended serving sizes” and has “not captured the imagination of the American people.”

Some of those testifying complained that the nutritionists, who devised the Food Pyramid, were “behaving like food fascists” when they were trying to tell people what to eat.  A spokesman for the National Meat Council wondered if the food fascists were “next going to pressure restaurants into having separate sections for vegetarians and meat eaters.”  He argued that the “nutritionists were trying to stigmatize meat eaters just as they have stigmatized smokers.”

As a whole, those testifying said that Americans need a wide range of food and they really know what they like.  They added that the “Food Target approach allows consumers to better evaluate their eating patterns and make voluntary changes to their diets.”

The Secretary of Agriculture will hear testimony for keeping the Food Pyramid before making a decision.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
U.S. Department of Agriculture Hearings

Several food industry associations (The American Association of Cheese Producers, the National Meat Council, the Egg Distributors of America and the National Confectioners Association) testified today before the U.S. Department of Agriculture regarding a proposal to eliminate the Food Pyramid and replace it with a Food Target approach for advising consumers. 

Industry experts said that the Food Pyramid is “confusing” and has “only made things more difficult” for consumers.  They said that a Food Target approach is easier to understand.  The Food Target approach gives consumers “a better idea of recommended portions by having larger rings” for such things as fruits and vegetables as well as breads, cereals, rice and pasta.  They note that  “the Food Pyramid approach needs more verbal description for recommended serving sizes” and has “not captured the imagination of the American people.”

Some of those testifying complained that the nutritionists, who devised the Food Pyramid, were “behaving like food fascists” when they were trying to tell people what to eat.  A spokesman for the National Meat Council wondered if the food fascists were “next going to pressure restaurants into having separate sections for vegetarians and meat eaters.”  He argued that the “nutritionists were trying to stigmatize meat eaters just as they have stigmatized smokers.”

As a whole, those testifying said that Americans need a wide range of food and they really know what they like.  They added that the “Food Target approach allows consumers to better evaluate their eating patterns and make voluntary changes to their diets.”

The Secretary of Agriculture will hear testimony for keeping the Food Pyramid before making a decision.

TO:
Representative Ferguson

FM:
Your Staff

RE:
Senator Dixon and illegal fundraising

Mary Logan, a former congressional intern under Senator Dixon, has approached our office claiming that she was also asked to participate in illegal fundraising.  Evidently, she found out about Sean Halstead and decided to come forward.

According to Ms. Logan, Joshua Boone, Senator Dixon’s former Office Manager in the Washington D.C. area, asked Ms. Logan to make phone calls from the D.C. office to past contributors.  Ms. Logan says that Boone provided her with a script that she read to potential contributors.

Ms. Logan does not have a copy of the script, and Joshua Boone returned to Tennessee three years ago to run for State Legislature.  Ms. Logan can’ t exactly remember whom she called, but says that she would be able to recognize the names if she saw them again.  Unfortunately, it is Mary Logan’s word against the word of the former Office Manager.

This case is not as clear as the one with Sean Halstead.  However, it certainly does appear that illegal fundraising has been going on in Senator Dixon’s office for a long time.  And you do have a script for the Sean Halstead calls.

We are not sure what you want to do with this.  You could meet with Senator Dixon, or you could just take this to the press, or some combination of the two approaches.  In any case, you have been informed about a pattern of illegal fundraising.

TO:
Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Hip Hops

Teachers and child care personnel are reporting that kids are bringing their Hip Hops to schools and child care centers.  Children are having the dolls fight with each other and the children are becoming more disrespectful of authority.  One young suburban boy said that he was the Hip Hop doll, “Out-on-Bail,” and proceeded to stab his teacher with a small knife that he had hidden in one of the dolls. The teacher was not seriously hurt.

TO:
Senator Meyers, Majority Leader

FM:
Your Staff

RE:
Supreme Court Nomination

Please send the President’s nomination to the Senate Government Operations Committee today.  They should hold hearings today and the nominee and others should be able to testify.

If a majority of the Committee supports the nomination, you should schedule a meeting of the full Senate during the next session to vote on the candidate.

TO:
Senator Ogura

FR:
Dr. Alice Chalmers

RE:
Your Daughter’s Condition

Your daughter, Kuniko, has awakened from her coma.  She seems quite normal.  We will run a full set of tests and assess her chances for a relapse.  I am rather optimistic; however, I do want to state that she could lapse back into a coma.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Israeli Attack on Palestinian Village

Israel launched an air attack on a Palestinian village that was the home of the  most recent suicide bomber.  Israel cleared people out of the village prior to the air assault.  Israel did this in response to the bombing of the Israeli school.

Those who returned to the village discovered the body of a small boy who had been left behind.  Apparently, the child’s parents thought that their son was with a relative and would be evacuated before the attack.  However, their son was still in a back room of their own home.

Palestinian officials condemned the bombing of the village and said that it was a senseless action on the part of Israel.  Israel responded by saying that the bombing of the village was done in response to the senseless attack on an Israeli school.  Israel regrets that a child was killed in the village, but reminded the Palestinians that they had asked all villagers to leave before the air strike.

The State Department has taken the liberty to contact both the Israelis and the Palestinians.  We are urging both sides to resume negotiations and not resort to escalation.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Israeli Attack on Palestinian Village

Israel launched an air attack on a Palestinian village that was the home of the  most recent suicide bomber.  Israel cleared people out of the village prior to the air assault.  Israel did this in response to the bombing of the Israeli school.

Those who returned to the village discovered the body of a small boy who had been left behind.  Apparently, the child’s parents thought that their son was with a relative and would be evacuated before the attack.  However, their son was still in a back room of their own home.

Palestinian officials condemned the bombing of the village and said that it was a senseless action on the part of Israel.  Israel responded by saying that the bombing of the village was done in response to the senseless attack on an Israeli school.  Israel regrets that a child was killed in the village, but reminded the Palestinians that they had asked all villagers to leave before the air strike.

TO:
Senator Hardesty

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Organic Option School Lunch Pilot Program

The Massachusetts Organic Food Growers (MOFG) has asked that you propose an amendment to some popular piece of legislation, or to the budget, to establish a pilot program that offers organic food in school lunches.  The amendment could be offered in committee, on the floor of the Senate or in a conference committee.

The proposed amendment would create an experimental organic food option to the current school lunch program, and would be supported through the national government’s subsidy of school lunches.  The purpose of this pilot program would be to provide students with an opportunity to choose fruits and vegetables that are higher in quality and are produced with safe and natural agricultural methods.  The organic option school lunch pilot program would give students the ability to build healthy eating habits and reap the benefits throughout their whole lives.

The MOFG, which has supported you in both of your previous elections to the Senate, believes that you are in the best position within the Congress to sponsor such an amendment.  Your strong interest in programs that benefit children puts you in a leadership position on such issues.  They also acknowledge that the program would benefit the organic food industry in Massachusetts because of the amendment’s provision to rely on local suppliers.

Proponents of this pilot program believe that if this experiment is a success, the program could be expanded, so that organic foods could be available to public school students throughout the country.  Such a large-scale subsidy of organic foods would encourage more production in the 50 states and would make organic foods more affordable for America’s families.

The proposed amendment follows:

In order to promote healthy eating habits for American school students, a three-year pilot program to add organic items in school lunches will be established in the State of Massachusetts.  This program will provide one organic fruit or vegetable offering each day in public school cafeterias throughout the state.  School cafeteria officials will use local supplies of organic foods in planning daily menus.

Fiscal Note:
$3.5 Million per year for three years.
Testimony Before Senate Government Operations Committee

Edward Billingsley

(simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of  Billingsley)

Billingsley displays a thoughtful and courteous demeanor.  Professor Billingsley is not confrontational and answers questions in a way that reveals a careful mind and a moderate, as well as cautious, position on legal questions.

Billingsley indicates that he has not been a judge.  However, he indicates that he has written extensively about legal matters and his views are highly regarded in the legal community.  He indicates that his legal reasoning in terms of the rights of children was quoted in a unanimous Supreme Court opinion that established that children had fundamental rights, even though they were under the care and supervision of adults.

Professor Billingsley is quite willing to answer questions on his homosexuality.  He says that his sexual orientation is not a matter of choice; but rather, a matter of complex brain functioning.  He does not believe that he is deviant or that homosexuals as a group are deviant.  He recognizes that both homosexuals and heterosexuals can engage in deviant sexual practices that are antisocial, and he does not condone such practices.

He stresses the importance of stable relationships and how public officials—both homosexual and heterosexual—should avoid relationships that might compromise their credibility.

Billingsley stresses that his sexual orientation is not a factor in his legal thinking, and it should not be a factor in his fitness to serve on the Supreme Court.

Testimony Before Senate Government Operations Committee

Reverend Oneida Templeton

Executive Director, The American Crusade for Morality

(simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Templeton)

“My name is Reverend Oneida Templeton and I am the Executive Director for The American Crusade for Morality.  My organization asks that the Senate consider the future of this country and reject the President’s nominee to the Supreme Court.

Professor Billingsley cannot be of sound mind or spirit when he maintains an active homosexual lifestyle.  His mental stability and integrity must be questioned.  How can he make judgments about human law when he is in clear violation of God’s law.

We plead with the members of this committee to reject Billingsley and the moral wasteland that he represents.  The Court will lose its capacity to make moral decisions when even one of its members scorns God’s wishes. 

I thank you for your time and would be happy to answer any questions.”

Testimony Before Senate Government Operations Committee

Susan Purity, President

American Council of Church Women

(simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Purity)

“Hello.  My name is Susan Purity, and I am the President of the American Council of Church Women.  I have come here to speak about the proposed nomination of Edward Billingsley to the Supreme Court of the United States.

Those of us at ACCW believe that we have something in common with the Supreme Court; we have a sacred duty to use our power to benefit those for whom we are responsible.  In the case of the Supreme Court, the judges are responsible for seeing that the laws and actions of the government conform to the language of the Constitution and thus benefit the American people.  In the case of our organization, our members are responsible for seeing that the actions of our children and our family members conform to God’s will.

Now, we have no anger or disrespect for Professor Billingsley.  We believe he is one of God’s children who chose the wrong path in life.  Christian women will support him as he searches his soul and tries to get on the righteous path and move closer to his Maker.

Even though we care about Professor Billingsley, we urge that this committee reject him.  His judicial qualifications may look good on paper; however, we believe from the bottom of our hearts that once he was placed on the Court, he would try to advance a homosexual agenda.  His perversion of the law would only serve the goals of Satan, and that cannot be allowed.

We plead with the members of this committee to use your power to stop the Billingsley nomination.  The well being of our children and our families is in your hands.  Do not let us down.”

Testimony Before Senate Government Operations Committee

Brian Jefferies

Executive Director, Fight Back

(simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Jefferies)

“My name is Brian Jefferies and I am the Executive Director of Fight Back, an organization that defends the rights of homosexuals.  I am here today to support the nomination of Edward Billingsley to the Supreme Court.

Professor Billingsley is an outstanding legal scholar who has a national reputation for fairness and dedication to the law.  The President has showed great wisdom in nominating Billingsley to the Supreme Court.  Yet, I fear that he may not get this nomination because he is a homosexual.  As incredible as it sounds, there are those who would deny him confirmation because of his sexual orientation.  Perhaps some of them are even on this committee.

Professor Billingsley is of high moral character.  His homosexuality is not a weakness or negative in his life.  He has conducted himself with honor and distinction throughout his career.

If Billingsley is denied approval by this committee or confirmation by the Senate, it will be for one reason and one reason alone.  It will be clear evidence that this country and this Senate are homophobic.  Will the members of this committee or the Senate cave in to the extreme right wing and turn their backs on Professor Billingsley?  We will see.”

Note:

The Government Operations Committee should vote on the confirmation during the next session.

TO:
The President

FR:
The Central Intelligence Agency

RE:
French Spy

Our spy efforts against the French have been somewhat similar to those of the French; however, we have been much more discreet.

The CIA recruits industrial spies who have not had prior connection with intelligence work.  Also, they never communicate with their CIA managers directly.  Normally, our spies leave information for the manager under the back seat of a taxi and will get out at a predetermined location.  Another rider gets in at that point, picks up the information from beneath the seat without being seen and takes the cab to another location.  This agent then leaves the information in yet another location so that it can be retrieved by the CIA manager.  These methods prevent any clear connection between the industrial spying and the CIA.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Endowment for the Humanities

RE:
Marlene Bennett, Poet Laureate

South America has fallen in love with Ms. Marlene Bennett as she has traveled throughout the continent reading poems from her latest book, Human Time, Human Space.  The volume describes humanity’s struggle to break down the barriers that separate one person from another.

Upon completion of her world tour, Ms. Bennett will return to the United States, and she has been invited to make an appearance before a Joint Session of Congress.

Ms. Bennett has been commissioned to write a new poem that she will read before the Congress.  She has titled this poem, America! America! What You Mean to Me, and she describes it as a “cleansing experience in the post-modern world.”

TO:
Senator Litz

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Television Production

Along with a handful of other individuals, you have been asked to participate in a six-part television series called “America’s Best and Brightest.”  The production focuses on six individuals in a variety of fields.  One whole show will be devoted to “Litz: The Alaskan Miracle.”  The show will contain interviews with the Senator and others who have known the Senator from childhood up through the present.  The production staff believes that this particular segment will set a new standard for public information programming.

This public television production is the work of Doris Holten, the award-winning producer and director.  Ms. Holten has just recently received the Meredith Foundation’s Award of Excellence.  Holten has been described as “the most insightful television producer on the scene today.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Television Production

Along with a handful of other individuals, Senator Litz has been asked to participate in a six-part television series called “America’s Best and Brightest.”  The production focuses on six individuals in a variety of fields.  One whole show will be devoted to “Litz: The Alaskan Miracle.”  The show will contain interviews with the Senator and others who have known the Senator from childhood up through the present.  The production staff believes that this particular segment will set a new standard for public information programming.

This public television production is the work of Doris Holten, the award-winning producer and director.  Ms. Holten has just recently received the Meredith Foundation’s Award of Excellence.  Holten has been described as “the most insightful television producer on the scene today.”

,TO:
Senator Reese

FR:
Ann Cook, Governor of Colorado

RE:
Invitation for President Millworth

The Colorado ski industry is planning a major campaign for next year to focus national attention on Colorado as the best destination for a ski vacation. In particular, the industry is interested in convincing more people from the East Coast to take their skiing vacation in Colorado.

We have already been trying to get the word out that Colorado has “more terrain, more lifts and more trails” than any other skiing destination.  Next year we want to create a whole series of media events that will draw more attention to Colorado skiing.  We are hoping that one of these media events will be a visit by President Millworth.  That is where you come in.

We would like to ask you to invite President Millworth to take a free skiing vacation to Colorado next year.  We will reserve a whole ski lodge in Aspen for the President and the President’s party whenever it is convenient to President Millworth.  You can explain that Ann Cook, the Governor of Colorado and a member of the President’s party, has arranged this with the Colorado ski industry.  You might even suggest that the President could use this opportunity to meet with a foreign dignitary.  Do stress that there is no cost to the American people, and that all costs would be paid by the Colorado ski industry.  In the event that the President wants to know why this is being done, you can just say that the people of Colorado are so proud of their natural resources they want to show them off to the President and the whole nation.

It is our hope that you are able to persuade the President to take this skiing vacation in Colorado.  There would be tremendous benefits to the local economy if you were able to do this.  We expect that the national and international media will be there and that millions of people will become interested in vacationing in Colorado in the future.  This whole effort will coordinate perfectly with a prime time advertising campaign around Thanksgiving for Colorado ski vacations.  That campaign will emphasize two themes (“thank goodness for Colorado” and “happy trails”).

Thanks in advance for your efforts.  Just let us know what happens.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Campaign Contributions

There are rumors that the trade associations that favor a Food Target approach are quietly encouraging their members to make contributions to political action committees to help reelect President Millworth.  Such funds would eventually be contributed to the Democratic Party or go to issue advertising that favors the President in the next election.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Continued Negotiations Between Israelis and Palestinians

We regret to report that both the Israelis and the Palestinians have declined to reenter into American-sponsored peace talks.  You might want to communicate through the press that you are disappointed in their reluctance to continue the peace process, and that the United States is always ready to support resolution of conflicts in the Middle East.

