SCRIPT for SESSION #4

(medium simulation)
Prior to the beginning of the session, you should distribute the first 18 pieces of correspondence into the mailboxes for the Administration and the committees in each house.  This distribution of correspondence will go up through and include a memo to the Senate Internal Matters Committee from National Insurance Association on mandatory signaling devices.

The session begins with a media report followed by two press conferences.  One news conference is on gay killings by the Fight Back organization and the other is by a representative of the Libyan government on the Eritrean biofactory.

When participants break up into work groups, tell them to check their mailboxes and begin their work on legislative and budgetary matters.

Start distributing other story line information at the rate of about one memo per half minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

Begin by giving the Administration and media information on the Frenzy drug.  Then give the media a memo on a CIA spy scandal as well as a memo on Family Programming legislation.

Then give the Administration and media memos about a protest of the government’s policy on the endangered fish.  After that the Administration gets some good news on the Frenzy issue.

At this point the Administration and media receive updates about the Nigerian Civil war and the hurricane that devastated Cuba.  Then the media gets memos on the importation of fetuses legislation and the Ku Klux Klan museum.  The Administration gets more information about the Eritrean biofactory and Senator Inglassi (Internal Matters) gets a memo about macular degeneration.  The media receives information on mercenaries legislation. 

In the last part of the session, the media receives memos on napkin art, a proposed national lottery and national service legislation.  After that the Administration and the media receive information on the Nigerian civil war.  Then the media on gets a memo on signaling device legislation.  Representative Jackson (External Matters) also receives a memo on a proposed weather tracking station project.
Press Conference

Brian Jefferies, Director of Fight Back

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Jefferies)

“Hello, my name is Brian Jefferies.  I am Director of Fight Back, an organization that exists to protect the rights of gays.

In recent days, there have been two violent attacks on gays.  In New York City, two gay men were executed and in Portand, Oregon, a gay nightclub was bombed with resultant deaths and injuries.  In both of these violent events, a note was left behind that contained the phrase “The wages of sin are death.”

This is the same phrase that is on the anti-homosexual web page that Fight Back is trying to have shut down.  Yet, the federal courts have protected this hate group by contending that they are engaged in free speech.

We contend that this web site is giving aid and comfort to those who are looking for any excuse to kill off those who have a different sexual orientation.  That is why we have appealed the case to U.S. Court of Appeals.  However, the appeals process is painfully slow, and people are dying while the Court of Appeals gets around to hearing our case.

In the meantime, the executive branch of the federal government is doing nothing to end this slaughter of gay men.  The FBI pretends they are investigating the case.  Yet, they do not make any progress.  We suspect the federal government would be very interested in this case if straights were being killed.”

Press Conference

Mansur Omar, Eritrean Ambassador

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Omar)

“Greetings.  I am Mansur Omar and I am the Ambassador to the United States from the nation of Eritrea.  It is my pleasure to be with you today and help strengthen communication between our two countries.  I come to you at this time to address certain rumors about my country.  According to some individuals in your country, the nation of Eritrea is suspected of constructing a biological warfare facility in the town of Keren is about 100 miles northwest of the Eritrean capital.

Apparently, an American spy satellite has been taking pictures of the construction of a new fertilizer factory in Keren.  This is a very small factory because we are a very small country.  It is designed to produce limited quantities of fertilizer that can be tested for agricultural purposes.  There also seems to be some concern that Eritrea has established military security around this factory, and that my government is not letting people near the factory.  Let me assure you that this is quite a misunderstanding.  You see, this factory just happens to be located in an area where our military conducts training exercises. It is not unusual to restrict access to those areas where one’s military engages in training.  As you see, the factory is not the issue.  It is simply that the land near the factory is off limits.

It is also suggested that Eritrea has placed cylinders in the factory that might be used to make biological weapons.  We purchased certain cylinders from the former Soviet Union that were rumored to be designed for biological weapons.  We don’t know the intent of the Soviet Union.  All we know is that this type of cylinder is designed to make a limited amount of fertilizer.  This is precisely the scale of production that we are looking for.  We want to make small amounts and test these fertilizers in the difficult growing conditions in Eritrea.  If we were to make large portions of fertilizer, we might be wasting our resources.

There has been some suggestion that Eritrea allow outside inspectors to visit this factory and examine it. This is a delicate matter because this would violate the territorial sovereignty of Eritrea.  It would allow potential spies to enter into our military training areas.  How would your government feel if Eritrea demanded that it had the right to inspect some private company in the United States and have access to their industrial plans and procedures?

Yet, we understand that you have concerns, and that is why we would like to continue to discuss inspections with your government - after I have consulted with my government.    As a goodwill gesture, we will not bring raw materials into the fertilizer plant at this time. 

I would be very pleased to answer your questions.  Thank you.”
TO:
The President

FR:
Taking Back America

RE:
Family Programming

Americans are being subjected to a steady diet of filth, violence and stupidity on broadcast, cable and satellite television.  This is particularly damaging for our children who absorb a sick view of the world from hours of television viewing.  Those in the television industry are undermining the hard work of schools, churches and parents when they offer up the garbage that they call television programs.

Those of us at Taking Back America (TBA) have had enough, and that is why we support Bill 189.  This legislation, if passed, will raise the standards for the television industry by making family programming a more prominent part of overall programming.

Bill 189 would require that 20% or about 5 hours of the television day be dedicated to quality family programming.  And, the legislation would require that these family programs must be shown between 2:00 p.m. and midnight, a ten-hour period.  This means that about half the after school and evening viewing time would concentrate on family-oriented programs.

Programmers would still be able to offer “junk” for most of the day, including the fourteen hours between midnight and 2:00 p.m.  They would just be unable to use their “best” hours to display the worst they have to offer.  They would have to inflict their mindless fare when the audience size is smaller.

Our children deserve to grow up in a world that is supportive.  We can do this in our own family life.  We can do this with the help of our schools and churches.  However, we can’t create this supportive world for children if television, one of the most important forces in contemporary life, offers a steady diet of dysfunctional and objectionable programs.  We all have to pull in the same direction and that includes television.  We need to do this for the children.

Television executives have had decades to clean up their acts, and they have only made things worse.  It is now time that government put an end to voluntary goals and require television executives to meet higher standards.

It should be remembered that the right to use the airwaves and transmission lines is ultimately given by the American people.  We, the people, have the right to demand that those who profit from sending signals must be certain that content of their programs helps society, rather than undermines the social fabric.

We at TBA urge that our leaders adopt Bill 189 and insist that television meet its potential.  Our children are more important than profit margins.

TO:
The President

FR:
Life Watch

RE:
Importing Genetic Material from Aborted Fetuses

The proposed legislation (Bill 200) on importing aborted fetuses for medical uses is a dangerous bill and should not be adopted.

This bill is an outright attack on the unborn.  It encourages the development of abortion factories in foreign countries that will harvest fetuses for export to America.  It is simply a way to get around restrictions in this country.

Life is sacred.  It doesn’t matter that a child is conceived in Asia, Africa, Latin America or some other location.  It is still a child and it deserves to live.  We need to protect life wherever we find it.  It is our duty.

There is absolutely no way to be assured that these overseas abortion factories would be performing abortions that are “medically necessary.”  We would simply have to take the word of fast-buck artists who will pay women to come in and have an abortion.  A woman in a poor country might easily sell her aborted fetus to pay for life’s necessities.

Medical research that uses aborted fetuses for tests or treatment is an abomination before God.  We have no right to sacrifice life overseas so that Americans can be more comfortable.  Are we going to use aborted fetuses to prevent hair loss, improve sexual functioning or have a more youthful complexion?  It is wrong and should not be allowed to happen.

Please do not support this abortion factory bill.

TO: 
The President

FR:
National Defense Council

RE:
Use of Mercenaries

The National Defense Council (NDC) reflects the views of American military experts who believe that our country should have a strong and more flexible national defense.  Our fundamental purpose is to develop military alternatives to help our nation cope with a variety of complex threats to our security.  It is for that reason that NDC strongly recommends that Bill 188 be adopted.

Bill 188 allows the President to possess an additional tool that can be used in particular kinds of conflicts.  This legislation allows the President to contract with mercenaries (independent military) to achieve limited objectives.  These mercenary soldiers would be paid out of our defense budget.  Yet, these mercenaries would have their own command structure.  Mercenaries would be given a military objective and then would be compensated to achieve that objective with their own resources.

This mercenary alternative would be particularly valuable in situations where the United States is called upon to be involved in some foreign issue, but such involvement is not dictated by our national interest.  Peacekeeping missions in dangerous countries would be examples of such situations where we had a concern, but there was no direct threat to the United States.  Another example might be the containment of some foreign government that has been problematic for the United States, but has not taken any threatening actions.

The greatest advantage of the mercenary alternative is that the United States can achieve its goals without any loss of life or injury to American military personnel.  That will allow us to reserve our own personnel for circumstances where there is a clear threat to our national interest.

There are several situations over the past years where the United States could have benefited by relying on mercenaries to achieve certain limited objectives.  We would have been able to achieve our goals without posing any risk to our own soldiers.  The mercenary alternative gives us benefits without absorbing high costs.

We ask that our political decision makers help our military by ensuring that American soldiers would not have to address each and every situation in the world.  Bill 188 is an idea whose time has come.

TO:
The President

FR:
American Council for Tax Reform

RE:
National Lottery

The American Council for Tax Reform (ACTR) endorses Bill 208 and believes a national lottery would be beneficial to this country.  The lottery, as proposed in the legislation, would enable us to reduce the federal income tax and thereby strengthen our economy.  It also could serve as a reliable means of support for a multitude of federal programs.

The current federal income tax penalizes hard work and ingenuity by taking an increasing share of one’s income as one becomes more successful.  Basically, the more money you make, the higher your tax rate becomes.  This is certainly a disincentive and weakens economic expansion.

Although there have been efforts to lower federal income tax rates, our country has still relied on the income tax as the major source of revenue.  Most federal programs count on the income tax as the most significant funding source for their activities.

The proposed lottery is a huge step in the right direction.  If Bill 208 is appropriately amended, the income tax could be dropped by $40 billion a year, and that would make meaningful rate reductions possible.  This would unleash a burst of activity in our economy and yield financial gains for years to come.

A national lottery has the distinct advantage of raising money without reducing individual choice.  An individual makes the decision to play the lottery in the hopes of winning one of the weekly grand prizes of $20 million or one of the $100,000 secondary prizes.  The money that goes into the lottery is not taken away from anyone.  It is all done voluntarily.  That is so different than the income tax that practically everyone must pay.  Our current income tax simply confiscates our hard-earned dollars.

The money raised by the proposed lottery could practically support all the expenditures for transportation, or could almost support the combined federal budgets for science, space technology, natural resources and the environment.  It could even support our programs for veterans.  In any case, the lottery could make a major contribution to our nation.  And some day, an expanded lottery could accomplish even more.

The bottom line is that a lottery would free the national government from its current reliance on the income tax.  Bill 208 would have a profound impact and deserves your support.  It makes good sense and the time is right for such a change.

TO:
The President

FR:
Institute for the Common Good

RE:
National Service

The proposed National Service program is a win-win situation for society.

Worthy organizations will receive necessary help during the time in which individuals would be fulfilling their national service obligation.  These non-profit organizations will be able to accomplish tasks that would otherwise be ignored by government bureaucracy or profit-making organizations.

The clients of non-profit organizations would also gain as a result of the National Service program.  The lives of children, the disabled, senior citizens and the economically disadvantaged would be improved as a result of a National Service program.  The possibilities are endless.  National Service participants can help children with their homework, improve housing conditions in inner cities or provide basic medical care in rural areas.

The government also wins through the existence of this program.  Government will be able to concentrate its efforts and do a better job with the services that it provides.  All other service can be picked up by the non-profit sector.

Profit making organizations are also winners because of the National Service program.  They can continue doing what they do best, that is, making a profit.  No longer would they be expected to make large contributions to support non-profits’ staffing needs.

Participants in the National Service program would also benefit.  In addition to gaining the satisfaction that they helped their country; participants would receive financial support and health care benefits during the time that they were performing public service.  Then, the participants would further benefit from receiving a four-year grant to attend college.

This proposed National Service program is an idea whose time has come.  The whole society will benefit from this policy initiative.  It deserves the support of Congress and the President. 

TO:
The President

FR:
National Insurance Association

RE:
Mandatory Signaling Device

The National Insurance Association (NIA) enthusiastically supports the enactment of Bill 162 on mandatory signaling devices for new motor vehicles.

This legislation will save lives as well as reduce injuries and property damage.  This is a good bill and deserves passage.

Each year, there are hundreds of thousands of accidents that could be avoided if drivers made better use of turn signals.  Unfortunately, some drivers change lanes quickly or try to pass another vehicle without using their turn signals.  Accidents result because other motorists are not warned about the intended behavior of a careless driver.  We all pay a price when careless drivers refuse to use their turn signals.  Insurance rates are higher for all of us because of such disregard for the law.

The proposed legislation remedies this problem.  It requires that a signaling device be installed that detects the moves of a driver and automatically activates the turn signals.  Because of this, other drivers will be able to compensate and many accidents will be avoided.

A change in direction of 15 degrees or more in the steering wheel will make one of the turn signals come on.  This will allow other drivers to get an advance warning if a motorist is to make a quick lane change or other erratic movement.  However, the signal would go off quickly if the motorist returned to his or her original direction.

If mandatory signaling devices were adopted, all motorists would become more defensive in their approach to driving.  Each signal light will serve as a warning of a potential danger.  The natural thing to do will be to slow down, evaluate the possibilities and to proceed carefully.

Bill 162 will change the way that Americans drive, making them more alert and more conscientious.  This will be particularly true as older cars (those that do not have the automatic signaling devices) wear out and are replaced by new vehicles.  Yet, even older cars can be made safer if the owner has an automatic signaling device installed.

Our industry is prepared to reduce premiums for those who have such signaling devices.  We want to reward those who have such safety features.

NIA asks for congressional and presidential support of Bill 162.  This small change will make the roads safer for all of us. 
TO:
Members, House External Matters Committee

FR:
Life Watch

RE:
Importing Genetic Material from Aborted Fetuses

The proposed legislation (Bill 200) on importing aborted fetuses for medical uses is a dangerous bill and should not be adopted.

This bill is an outright attack on the unborn.  It encourages the development of abortion factories in foreign countries that will harvest fetuses for export to America.  It is simply a way to get around restrictions in this country.

Life is sacred.  It doesn’t matter that a child is conceived in Asia, Africa, Latin America or some other location.  It is still a child and it deserves to live.  We need to protect life wherever we find it.  It is our duty.

There is absolutely no way to be assured that these overseas abortion factories would be performing abortions that are “medically necessary.”  We would simply have to take the word of fast-buck artists who will pay women to come in and have an abortion.  A woman in a poor country might easily sell her aborted fetus to pay for life’s necessities.

Medical research that uses aborted fetuses for tests or treatment is an abomination before God.  We have no right to sacrifice life overseas so that Americans can be more comfortable.  Are we going to use aborted fetuses to prevent hair loss, improve sexual functioning or have a more youthful complexion?  It is wrong and should not be allowed to happen.

Please do not support this abortion factory bill.

TO: 
Members, House External Matters Committee

FR:
National Defense Council

RE:
Use of Mercenaries

The National Defense Council (NDC) reflects the views of American military experts who believe that our country should have a strong and more flexible national defense.  Our fundamental purpose is to develop military alternatives to help our nation cope with a variety of complex threats to our security.  It is for that reason that NDC strongly recommends that Bill 188 be adopted.

Bill 188 allows the President to possess an additional tool that can be used in particular kinds of conflicts.  This legislation allows the President to contract with mercenaries (independent military) to achieve limited objectives.  These mercenary soldiers would be paid out of our defense budget.  Yet, these mercenaries would have their own command structure.  Mercenaries would be given a military objective and then would be compensated to achieve that objective with their own resources.

This mercenary alternative would be particularly valuable in situations where the United States is called upon to be involved in some foreign issue, but such involvement is not dictated by our national interest.  Peacekeeping missions in dangerous countries would be examples of such situations where we had a concern, but there was no direct threat to the United States.  Another example might be the containment of some foreign government that has been problematic for the United States, but has not taken any threatening actions.

The greatest advantage of the mercenary alternative is that the United States can achieve its goals without any loss of life or injury to American military personnel.  That will allow us to reserve our own personnel for circumstances where there is a clear threat to our national interest.

There are several situations over the past years where the United States could have benefited by relying on mercenaries to achieve certain limited objectives.  We would have been able to achieve our goals without posing any risk to our own soldiers.  The mercenary alternative gives us benefits without absorbing high costs.

We ask that our political decision makers help our military by ensuring that American soldiers would not have to address each and every situation in the world.  Bill 188 is an idea whose time has come.

TO:
Members, House Government Operations Committee

FR:
American Council for Tax Reform

RE:
National Lottery

The American Council for Tax Reform (ACTR) endorses Bill 208 and believes a national lottery would be beneficial to this country.  The lottery, as proposed in the legislation, would enable us to reduce the federal income tax and thereby strengthen our economy.  It also could serve as a reliable means of support for a multitude of federal programs.

The current federal income tax penalizes hard work and ingenuity by taking an increasing share of one’s income as one becomes more successful.  Basically, the more money you make, the higher your tax rate becomes.  This is certainly a disincentive and weakens economic expansion.

Although there have been efforts to lower federal income tax rates, our country has still relied on the income tax as the major source of revenue.  Most federal programs count on the income tax as the most significant funding source for their activities.

The proposed lottery is a huge step in the right direction.  If Bill 208 is appropriately amended, the income tax could be dropped by $40 billion a year, and that would make meaningful rate reductions possible.  This would unleash a burst of activity in our economy and yield financial gains for years to come.

A national lottery has the distinct advantage of raising money without reducing individual choice.  An individual makes the decision to play the lottery in the hopes of winning one of the weekly grand prizes of $20 million or one of the $100,000 secondary prizes.  The money that goes into the lottery is not taken away from anyone.  It is all done voluntarily.  That is so different than the income tax that practically everyone must pay.  Our current income tax simply confiscates our hard-earned dollars.

The money raised by the proposed lottery could practically support all the expenditures for transportation, or could almost support the combined federal budgets for science, space technology, natural resources and the environment.  It could even support our programs for veterans.  In any case, the lottery could make a major contribution to our nation.  And some day, an expanded lottery could accomplish even more.

The bottom line is that a lottery would free the national government from its current reliance on the income tax.  Bill 208 would have a profound impact and deserves your support.  It makes good sense and the time is right for such a change.

TO:
Members, House Government Operations Committee

FR:
Institute for the Common Good

RE:
National Service

The proposed National Service program is a win-win situation for society.

Worthy organizations will receive necessary help during the time in which individuals would be fulfilling their national service obligation.  These non-profit organizations will be able to accomplish tasks that would otherwise be ignored by government bureaucracy or profit-making organizations.

The clients of non-profit organizations would also gain as a result of the National Service program.  The lives of children, the disabled, senior citizens and the economically disadvantaged would be improved as a result of a National Service program.  The possibilities are endless.  National Service participants can help children with their homework, improve housing conditions in inner cities or provide basic medical care in rural areas.

The government also wins through the existence of this program.  Government will be able to concentrate its efforts and do a better job with the services that it provides.  All other service can be picked up by the non-profit sector.

Profit making organizations are also winners because of the National Service program.  They can continue doing what they do best, that is, making a profit.  No longer would they be expected to make large contributions to support non-profits’ staffing needs.

Participants in the National Service program would benefit.  In addition to gaining the satisfaction that they helped their country; they would receive financial support and health care benefits during the time that they are performing public service.  Then, the participants would further benefit from receiving a four-year grant to attend college.

This proposed National Service program is an idea whose time has come.  The whole society will benefit from this policy initiative.  It deserves the support of Congress and the President. 

TO:
Members, House Internal Matters Committee

FR:
Taking Back America

RE:
Family Programming

Americans are being subjected to a steady diet of filth, violence and stupidity on broadcast, cable and satellite television.  This is particularly damaging for our children who absorb a sick view of the world from hours of television viewing.  Those in the television industry are undermining the hard work of schools, churches and parents when they offer up the garbage that they call television programs.

Those of us at Taking Back America (TBA) have had enough and that is why we support Bill 189.  This legislation, if passed, will raise the standards for the television industry by making family programming a more prominent part of overall programming.

Bill 189 would require that 20% or about five hours of the television day be dedicated to quality family programming.  And, the legislation would require that these family programs must be shown between 2:00 p.m. and midnight, a ten-hour period.  This means that about half the after school and evening viewing time would concentrate on family-oriented programs.

Programmers would still be able to offer “junk” for most of the day, including the fourteen hours between midnight and 2:00 p.m.  They would just be unable to use their “best” hours to display the worst they have to offer.  They would have to inflict their mindless fare when the audience size is smaller.

Our children deserve to grow up in a world that is supportive.  We can do this in our own family life.  We can do this with the help of our schools and churches.  However, we can’t create this supportive world for children if television, one of the most important forces in contemporary life, offers a steady diet of dysfunctional and objectionable programs.  We all have to pull in the same direction and that includes television.  We need to do this for the children.

Television executives have had decades to clean up their acts, and they have only made things worse.  It is now time that government put an end to voluntary goals and require television executives to meet higher standards.

It should be remembered that the right to use the airwaves and transmission lines is ultimately given by the American people.  We, the people, have the right to demand that those who profit from sending signals must be certain that content of their programs helps society, rather than undermines the social fabric.

We at TBA urge that our leaders adopt Bill 189 and insist that television meet its potential.  Our children are more important than profit margins.

TO:
Members, House Internal Matters Committee

FR:
National Insurance Association

RE:
Mandatory Signaling Device

The National Insurance Association (NIA) enthusiastically supports the enactment of Bill 162 on mandatory signaling devices for new motor vehicles.

This legislation will save lives as well as reduce injuries and property damage.  This is a good bill and deserves passage.

Each year, there are hundreds of thousands of accidents that could be avoided if drivers made better use of turn signals.  Unfortunately, some drivers change lanes quickly or try to pass another vehicle without using their turn signals.  Accidents result because other motorists are not warned about the intended behavior of a careless driver.  We all pay a price when careless drivers refuse to use their turn signals.  Insurance rates are higher for all of us because of such disregard for the law.

The proposed legislation remedies this problem.  It requires that a signaling device be installed that detects the moves of a driver and automatically activates the turn signals.  Because of this, other drivers will be able to compensate and many accidents will be avoided.

A change in direction of 15 degrees or more in the steering wheel will make one of the turn signals come on.  This will allow other drivers to get an advance warning if a motorist is to make a quick lane change or other erratic movement.  However, the signal would go off quickly if the motorist returned to his or her original direction.

If mandatory signaling devices were adopted, all motorists would become more defensive in their approach to driving.  Each signal light will serve as a warning of a potential danger.  The natural thing to do will be to slow down, evaluate the possibilities and to proceed carefully.

Bill 162 will change the way that Americans drive, making them more alert and more conscientious.  This will be particularly true as older cars (those that do not have the automatic signaling devices) wear out and are replaced by new vehicles.  Yet, even older cars can be made safer if the owner has an automatic signaling device installed.

Our industry is prepared to reduce premiums for those who have such signaling devices.  We want to reward those who have such safety features.

NIA asks for congressional and presidential support of Bill 162.  This small change will make the roads safer for all of us. 

TO:
Members, Senate External Matters Committee

FR:
Life Watch

RE:
Importing Genetic Material from Aborted Fetuses

The proposed legislation (Bill 200) on importing aborted fetuses for medical uses is a dangerous bill and should not be adopted.

This bill is an outright attack on the unborn.  It encourages the development of abortion factories in foreign countries that will harvest fetuses for export to America.  It is simply a way to get around restrictions in this country.

Life is sacred.  It doesn’t matter that a child is conceived in Asia, Africa, Latin America or some other location.  It is still a child and it deserves to live.  We need to protect life wherever we find it.  It is our duty.

There is absolutely no way to be assured that these overseas abortion factories would be performing abortions that are “medically necessary.”  We would simply have to take the word of fast-buck artists who will pay women to come in and have an abortion.  A woman in a poor country might easily sell her aborted fetus to pay for life’s necessities.

Medical research that uses aborted fetuses for tests or treatment is an abomination before God.  We have no right to sacrifice life overseas so that Americans can be more comfortable.  Are we going to use aborted fetuses to prevent hair loss, improve sexual functioning or have a more youthful complexion?  It is wrong and should not be allowed to happen.

Please do not support this abortion factory bill.

TO: 
Members, Senate External Matters Committee

FR:
National Defense Council

RE:
Use of Mercenaries

The National Defense Council (NDC) reflects the views of American military 

experts who believe that our country should have a strong and more flexible national defense.  Our fundamental purpose is to develop military alternatives to help our nation cope with a variety of complex threats to our security.  It is for that reason that NDC strongly recommends that Bill 188 be adopted.

Bill 188 allows the President to possess an additional tool that can be used in particular kinds of conflicts.  This legislation allows the President to contract with mercenaries (independent military) to achieve limited objectives.  These mercenary soldiers would be paid out of our defense budget.  Yet, these mercenaries would have their own command structure.  Mercenaries would be given a military objective and then would be compensated to achieve that objective with their own resources.

This mercenary alternative would be particularly valuable in situations where the United States is called upon to be involved in some foreign issue, but such involvement is not dictated by our national interest.  Peacekeeping missions in dangerous countries would be examples of such situations where we had a concern, but there was no direct threat to the United States.  Another example might be the containment of some foreign government that has been problematic for the United States, but has not taken any threatening actions.

The greatest advantage of the mercenary alternative is that the United States can achieve its goals without any loss of life or injury to American military personnel.  That will allow us to reserve our own personnel for circumstances where there is a clear threat to our national interest.

There are several situations over the past years where the United States could have benefited by relying on mercenaries to achieve certain limited objectives.  We would have been able to achieve our goals without posing any risk to our own soldiers.  The mercenary alternative gives us benefits without absorbing high costs.

We ask that our political decision makers help our military by ensuring that American soldiers would not have to address each and every situation in the world.  Bill 188 is an idea whose time has come.

TO:
Members, Senate Government Operations Committee

FR:
American Council for Tax Reform

RE:
National Lottery

The American Council for Tax Reform (ACTR) endorses Bill 208 and believes a national lottery would be beneficial to this country.  The lottery, as proposed in the legislation, would enable us to reduce the federal income tax and thereby strengthen our economy.  It also could serve as a reliable means of support for a multitude of federal programs.

The current federal income tax penalizes hard work and ingenuity by taking an increasing share of one’s income as one becomes more successful.  Basically, the more money you make, the higher your tax rate becomes.  This is certainly a disincentive and weakens economic expansion.

Although there have been efforts to lower federal income tax rates, our country has still relied on the income tax as the major source of revenue.  Most federal programs count on the income tax as the most significant funding source for their activities.

The proposed lottery is a huge step in the right direction.  If Bill 208 is appropriately amended, the income tax could be dropped by $40 billion a year, and that would make meaningful rate reductions possible.  This would unleash a burst of activity in our economy and yield financial gains for years to come.

A national lottery has the distinct advantage of raising money without reducing individual choice.  An individual makes the decision to play the lottery in the hopes of winning one of the weekly grand prizes of $20 million or one of the $100,000 secondary prizes.  The money that goes into the lottery is not taken away from anyone.  It is all done voluntarily.  That is so different than the income tax that practically everyone must pay.  Our current income tax simply confiscates our hard-earned dollars.

The money raised by the proposed lottery could practically support all the expenditures for transportation, or could almost support the combined federal budgets for science, space technology, natural resources and the environment.  It could even support our programs for veterans.  In any case, the lottery could make a major contribution to our nation.  And some day, an expanded lottery could accomplish even more.

The bottom line is that a lottery would free the national government from its current reliance on the income tax.  Bill 208 would have a profound impact and deserves your support.  It makes good sense and the time is right for such a change.

TO:
Members, Senate Government Operations Committee

FR:
Institute for the Common Good

RE:
National Service

The proposed National Service program is a win-win situation for society.

Worthy organizations will receive necessary help during the time in which individuals would be fulfilling their national service obligation.  These non-profit organizations will be able to accomplish tasks that would otherwise be ignored by government bureaucracy or profit-making organizations.

The clients of non-profit organizations would also gain as a result of the National Service program.  The lives of children, the disabled, senior citizens and the economically disadvantaged would be improved as a result of a National Service program.  The possibilities are endless.  National Service participants can help children with their homework, improve housing conditions in inner cities or provide basic medical care in rural areas.

The government also wins through the existence of this program.  Government will be able to concentrate its efforts and do a better job with the services that it provides.  All other service can be picked up by the non-profit sector.

Profit making organizations are also winners because of the National Service program.  They can continue doing what they do best, that is, making a profit.  No longer would they be expected to make large contributions to support non-profits’ staffing needs.

Participants in the National Service program would benefit.  In addition to gaining the satisfaction that they helped their country; they would receive financial support and health care benefits during the time that they are performing public service.  Then, the participants would further benefit from receiving a four-year grant to attend college.

This proposed National Service program is an idea whose time has come.  The whole society will benefit from this policy initiative.  It deserves the support of Congress and the President. 

TO:
Members, Senate Internal Matters Committee

FR:
Taking Back America

RE:
Family Programming

Americans are being subjected to a steady diet of filth, violence and stupidity on broadcast, cable and satellite television.  This is particularly damaging for our children who absorb a sick view of the world from hours of television viewing.  Those in the television industry are undermining the hard work of schools, churches and parents when they offer up the garbage that they call television programs.

Those of us at Taking Back America (TBA) have had enough, and that is why we support Bill 189.  This legislation, if passed, will raise the standards for the television industry by making family programming a more prominent part of overall programming.

Bill 189 would require that 20% or about five hours of the television day be dedicated to quality family programming.  And, the legislation would require that these family programs must be shown between 2:00 p.m. and midnight, a ten-hour period.  This means that about half the after school and evening viewing time would concentrate on family-oriented programs.

Programmers would still be able to offer “junk” for most of the day, including the 14 hours between midnight and 2:00pm.  They would just be unable to use their “best” hours to display the worst they have to offer.  They would have to inflict their mindless fare when the audience size is smaller.

Our children deserve to grow up in a world that is supportive.  We can do this in our own family life.  We can do this with the help of our schools and churches.  However, we can’t create this supportive world for children if television, one of the most important forces in contemporary life, offers a steady diet of dysfunctional and objectionable programs.  We all have to pull in the same direction and that includes television.  We need to do this for the children.

Television executives have had decades to clean up their acts, and they have only made things worse.  It is now time that government put an end to voluntary goals and require television executives to meet higher standards.

It should be remembered that the right to use the airwaves and transmission lines is ultimately given by the American people.  We, the people, have the right to demand that those who profit from sending signals must be certain that content of their programs helps society, rather than undermines the social fabric.

We at TBA urge that our leaders adopt Bill 189 and insist that television meet its potential.  Our children are more important than profit margins.

TO:
Members, Senate Internal Matters Committee

FR:
National Insurance Association

RE:
Mandatory Signaling Device

The National Insurance Association (NIA) enthusiastically supports the enactment of Bill 162 on mandatory signaling devices for new motor vehicles.

This legislation will save lives as well as reduce injuries and property damage.  This is a good bill and deserves passage.

Each year, there are hundreds of thousands of accidents that could be avoided if drivers made better use of turn signals.  Unfortunately, some drivers change lanes quickly or try to pass another vehicle without using their turn signals.  Accidents result because other motorists are not warned about the intended behavior of a careless driver.  We all pay a price when careless drivers refuse to use their turn signals.  Insurance rates are higher for all of us because of such disregard for the law.

The proposed legislation remedies this problem.  It requires that a signaling device be installed that detects the moves of a driver and automatically activates the turn signals.  Because of this, other drivers will be able to compensate and many accidents will be avoided.

A change in direction of 15 degrees or more in the steering wheel will make one of the turn signals come on.  This will allow other drivers to get an advance warning if a motorist is to make a quick lane change or other erratic movement.  However, the signal would go off quickly if the motorist returned to his or her original direction.

If mandatory signaling devices were adopted, all motorists would become more defensive in their approach to driving.  Each signal light will serve as a warning of a potential danger.  The natural thing to do will be to slow down, evaluate the possibilities and to proceed carefully.

Bill 162 will change the way that Americans drive, making them more alert and more conscientious.  This will be particularly true as older cars (those that do not have the automatic signaling devices) wear out and are replaced by new vehicles.  Yet, even older cars can be made safer if the owner has an automatic signaling device installed.

Our industry is prepared to reduce premiums for those who have such signaling devices.  We want to reward those who have such safety features.

NIA asks for congressional and presidential support of Bill 162.  This small change will make the roads safer for all of us. 

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Frenzy

There have been two additional deaths that can be attributed to the designer drug Frenzy.  A 25-year-old male and a 22-year-old female jumped off an overpass into the high-speed lane of a Los Angeles freeway.  The two individuals had taken high doses of Frenzy one hour before leaping to their deaths.  The Surgeon General’s office and the Food and Drug Administration believe that the Frenzy problem is reaching crisis proportions, and that there must be a massive response by government at all levels to stop teenagers and young adults from taking the inexpensive and powerful Frenzy drug.

The FBI informs us that law enforcement officials have located a Frenzy production lab within the District of Columbia.  The Mayor of the District of Columbia intends to be there when the raid takes place in a few hours in order to publicize the mayor’s commitment to stopping Frenzy.  We recommend that you send along Fran Carruthers, your FBI Director, to accompany the mayor during the raid.  The safety of all of the officials is guaranteed.  This Frenzy manufacturer is not heavily armed, and the raid should go off without any problem.  Carruthers’ presence at the raid should give the administration visibility on this issue.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Frenzy

There have been two additional deaths that can be attributed to the designer drug Frenzy.  A 25-year-old male and a 22-year-old female jumped off an overpass into the high-speed lane of a Los Angeles freeway.  The two individuals had taken high doses of Frenzy one hour before leaping to their deaths.  Both the Surgeon General’s office and the Food and Drug Administration believe that the Frenzy problem is reaching crisis proportions, and there needs to be a massive response by government at all levels to stop teenagers and young adults from taking the inexpensive and powerful Frenzy drug.

TO:
The Media

FM:
General News Sources

RE:
Representative Unger and Possible CIA Involvement

Rumors are circulating that Representative Unger of Washington allowed the CIA to use an organization that Unger founded to spy on foreign countries.  According to the rumors, the CIA planted spies in Unger’s XCHANGE organization with the full knowledge of Unger. 

According to rumors, this happened after Unger finished a term as Governor and before Unger was elected to the House of Representatives. During that time, Unger had founded XCHANGE and allegedly allowed the organization to be used as an arm of the CIA. 

The XCHANGE organization was, and still is, intended to promote international understanding by having young professionals experience a different culture by living in a foreign country.  Foreign participants work in the United States while American participants work in other countries.

It is rumored that CIA operatives volunteered for the XCHANGE program and were accepted by the organization.  It is further suggested that these CIA agents spied on foreign countries, recruited additional agents from the foreign country and, in some cases, engaged in activities to destabilize the host country.

If these rumors are true, then the credibility of the organization would be destroyed and Representative Unger’s reputation would be tarnished.

TO:
The Media

FR:
Taking Back America

RE:
Family Programming

Americans are being subjected to a steady diet of filth, violence and stupidity on broadcast, cable and satellite television.  This is particularly damaging for our children who absorb a sick view of the world from hours of television viewing.  Those in the television industry are undermining the hard work of schools, churches and parents when they offer up the garbage that they call television programs.

Those of us at Taking Back America (TBA) have had enough, and that is why we support Bill 189.  This legislation, if passed, will raise the standards for the television industry by making family programming a more prominent part of overall programming.

Bill 189 would require that 20% or about five hours of the television day be dedicated to quality family programming.  And, the legislation would require that these family programs must be shown between 2:00 p.m. and midnight, a ten-hour period.  This means that about half the after school and evening viewing time would concentrate on family-oriented programs.

Programmers would still be able to offer “junk” for most of the day, including the 14 hours between midnight and 2:00 p.m.  They would just be unable to use their “best” hours to display the worst they have to offer.  They would have to inflict their mindless fare when the audience size is smaller.

Our children deserve to grow up in a world that is supportive.  We can do this in our own family life.  We can do this with the help of our schools and churches.  However, we can’t create this supportive world for children if television, one of the most important forces in contemporary life, offers a steady diet of dysfunctional and objectionable programs.  We all have to pull in the same direction and that includes television.  We need to do this for the children.

Television executives have had decades to clean up their acts, and they have only made things worse.  It is now time that government put an end to voluntary goals and require television executives to meet higher standards.

It should be remembered that the right to use the airwaves and transmission lines is ultimately given by the American people.  We, the people, have the right to demand that those who profit from sending signals must be certain that content of their programs helps society, rather than undermines the social fabric.

We at TBA urge that our leaders adopt Bill 189 and insist that television meet its potential.  Our children are more important than profit margins.

TO:
The President

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Demonstration in Boston Harbor

Hundreds of commercial fishing boats from the northeastern United States have converged on the Boston harbor near the site of the Boston Tea Party.  This time the demonstrators have not come to protest a tea tax.  Instead, the demonstrators are protesting the federal government’s decision to severely restrict fishing of the New England Flouter, a fish that was recently added to the endangered species list.  American fishermen must reduce their annual catch of the Flouter by 75%.

Demonstrators had signs on their boats that read:

“How would you like a 75% pay cut?”

“Commercial Fishermen are an endangered species”

“How are we supposed to pay our bills?”

“The government cares more about fish than people”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Demonstration in Boston Harbor

Hundreds of commercial fishing boats from the northeastern United States have converged on the Boston harbor near the site of the Boston Tea Party.  This time the demonstrators have not come to protest a tea tax.  Instead, the demonstrators are protesting the federal government’s decision to severely restrict fishing of the New England Flouter, a fish that was recently added to the endangered species list.  American fishermen must reduce their annual catch of the Flouter by 75%.

Demonstrators had signs on their boats that read:

“How would you like a 75% pay cut?”

“Commercial Fishermen are an endangered species”

“How are we supposed to pay our bills?”

“The government cares more about fish than people”

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Raid on Frenzy Production Lab

The raid was successful.  Twelve local police officers from the District of Columbia and four federal drug enforcement agents participated in the raid.  The Mayor of Washington D.C. and Fran Carruthers, your FBI Director, were also present.  Five individuals were arrested and the Frenzy drug, with a street value of $450,000, was confiscated.

.

You might wish to have one of the members of your staff hold a press conference to show that the White House is actively involved in stopping the spread of Frenzy.

TO:
The President

FR:
Sidney Arlette, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations

RE:
UN Resolution on Nigeria

The UN resolution on Nigeria, as introduced by the British, has passed the UN Security Council.  After some debate, the Security Council agreed to send a peacekeeping force to secure the oil fields.  The resolution also sent a team of negotiators to work out a settlement between the Nigerian government and the several ethnic groups.  The resolution called for a ceasefire so that the negotiators could do their work.

It is anticipated that the peacekeeping force and the negotiators will begin their work quite soon.  Security for the oil wells should be strengthened within the next few days.  The negotiations will probably take a longer period of time.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
UN Resolution on Nigeria

The UN resolution on Nigeria, as introduced by the British, has passed the UN Security Council.  After some debate, the Security Council agreed to send a peacekeeping force to secure the oil fields.  The resolution also sent a team of negotiators to work out a settlement between the Nigerian government and the several ethnic groups.  The resolution called for a ceasefire so that the negotiators could do their work.

It is anticipated that the peacekeeping force and the negotiators will begin their work quite soon.  Security for the oil wells should be strengthened within the next few days.  The negotiations will probably take a longer period of time.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Cuba

The efforts of the Red Cross are insufficient to help Cuba in the aftermath of Hurricane Faye.  Donations of supplies and volunteers from France, Great Britain, Germany, Canada, Libya, Japan. Australia and South Korea are now arriving and helping in relief efforts.

Perhaps the Millworth Administration can ask people to donate to the International Red Cross to aid Cubans.  This would enable Americans to help without changing our relationship with the Cuban government.

TO:
The Media

FR:
News Reports

RE:
Cuba

The efforts of the Red Cross are insufficient to help Cuba in the aftermath of Hurricane Faye.  Donations of supplies and volunteers from France, Great Britain, Germany, Canada, Libya, Japan. Australia and South Korea are now arriving and helping in relief efforts.

TO:
Media

FR:
Life Watch

RE:
Importing Genetic Material from Aborted Fetuses

The proposed legislation (Bill 200) on importing aborted fetuses for medical uses is a dangerous bill and should not be adopted.

This bill is an outright attack on the unborn.  It encourages the development of abortion factories in foreign countries that will harvest fetuses for export to America.  It is simply a way to get around restrictions in this country.

Life is sacred.  It doesn’t matter that a child is conceived in Asia, Africa, Latin America or some other location.  It is still a child and it deserves to live.  We need to protect life wherever we find it.  It is our duty.

There is absolutely no way to be assured that these overseas abortion factories would be performing abortions that are “medically necessary.”  We would simply have to take the word of fast-buck artists who will pay women to come in and have an abortion.  A woman in a poor country might easily sell her aborted fetus to pay for life’s necessities.

Medical research that uses aborted fetuses for tests or treatment is an abomination before God.  We have no right to sacrifice life overseas so that Americans can be more comfortable.  Are we going to use aborted fetuses to prevent hair loss, improve sexual functioning or have a more youthful complexion?  It is wrong and should not be allowed to happen.

Please do not support this abortion factory bill.

TO:
The Media

FM:
B. J. Straub, Grand Dragon, Ku Klux Klan

RE:
KKK Museum

The Ku Klux Klan organization has changed its mind about construction of a museum in Charleston, South Carolina.  According to B. J. Straub, “It is obvious that we will be denied a building permit because of pressures from Representative DeWitt.”

Straub went on to say, “We believe that we have stood up for the rights of Southerners, and the politicians have turned against us to make these politicians look good.  We no longer feel welcome in South Carolina and we are going to relocate the museum elsewhere.”

The KKK is considering other locations that can enable it to “spread the word against race mixers and Communists.”  Straub added, “Our museum project is not dead.  It has just been delayed.”

TO:
The President

FM:
Central Intelligence Agency

RE:
Eritrea

Eritrea has halted shipment of raw materials that were heading towards the suspected biological warfare factory in Keren.  Our satellite pictures confirm that the three trucks which left a chemical factory in Asmara stopped about 25 miles south of Keren.  The Eritrean military has now surrounded those trucks.

We believe there is a good chance that these trucks contain chemicals and biological materials that could be blended in the factory at Keren to make biological weapons.  There is no great danger as long as these trucks do not deliver their cargoes.

Of course, there is an outside chance that the Eritreans are telling the truth and are actually bringing materials for fertilizer production.  They can end all this by just letting U.S. or other inspectors examine the cargo as well as the factory.

It seems imperative that inspections take place.  When you or someone from your administration meets with the Eritrean Ambassador, our government can make it clear that inspections must occur

TO:
Senator Inglassi

FM:
Your Staff

RE:
Macular Degeneration Grant Proposal

The Chicago Eye Clinic has applied for a grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to continue research for treatment of Macular Degeneration, an eye disease that results in partial blindness of hundreds of thousands of elderly Americans.  The Chicago Eye Clinic has been conducting research in this area for several years, and has applied for a grant to use electrical stimulation to restore a damaged retina, the back surface inside the eyeball. 

Adrian Schmidt, the Director of the Clinic, has asked our office to persuade the NIH to expedite consideration of the Chicago Eye Clinic’s grant application.  The Clinic has an excellent track record and the grant application is outstanding.  The problem is getting NIH to speed up their approval processes.  As it stands, the Clinic submitted its application three months ago.  NIH still hasn’t gotten around to reviewing the grant.  Once NIH reads the grant proposal, it is almost certain that the grant will be approved.

We recommend that you schedule an appointment with Dr. Fenton, Director of the National Institutes of Health, and urge that they begin reviewing the Chicago Eye Clinic Grant.  You can stress that the Eye Clinic has not done anything wrong, and that the delay is within the grant approval unit.  Fenton knows that you are the chair of the Senate Budget Committee and realizes that you have great power in approving the National Institute of Health’s budget.

You don’t have to threaten Fenton.  It is just a matter of nudging them into action.  It might also be helpful to ask Vice President Rourke to meet with the Health Institutes’ Director.  It would be good to have some help from the administration on this matter.

The medical community in Illinois is getting very concerned about this.  They hope this is not the beginning of more foot-dragging by the National Institutes of Health.  Doctors have been very strong supporters of you in the past and regard you as quite effective in getting money to flow into Illinois.  You certainly don’t want to disappoint them by communicating the idea that you don’t think the Chicago Eye Clinic’s grant application is worth your trouble.

This research is important and will improve the lives of so many senior citizens.  It is just a matter of making the bureaucracy move a little more quickly.

We will set up a meeting.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
National Defense Council

RE:
Use of Mercenaries

The National Defense Council (NDC) reflects the views of American military experts who believe that our country should have a strong and more flexible national defense.  Our fundamental purpose is to develop military alternatives to help our nation cope with a variety of complex threats to our security.  It is for that reason that NDC strongly recommends that Bill 188 be adopted.

Bill 188 allows the President to possess an additional tool that can be used in particular kinds of conflicts.  This legislation allows the President to contract with mercenaries (independent military) to achieve limited objectives.  These mercenary soldiers would be paid out of our defense budget.  Yet, these mercenaries would have their own command structure.  Mercenaries would be given a military objective and then would be compensated to achieve that objective with their own resources.

This mercenary alternative would be particularly valuable in situations where the United States is called upon to be involved in some foreign issue, but such involvement is not dictated by our national interest.  Peacekeeping missions in dangerous countries would be examples of such situations where we had a concern, but there was no direct threat to the United States.  Another example might be the containment of some foreign government that has been problematic for the United States, but has not taken any threatening actions.

The greatest advantage of the mercenary alternative is that the United States can achieve its goals without any loss of life or injury to American military personnel.  That will allow us to reserve our own personnel for circumstances where there is a clear threat to our national interest.

There are several situations over the past years where the United States could have benefited by relying on mercenaries to achieve certain limited objectives.  We would have been able to achieve our goals without posing any risk to our own soldiers.  The mercenary alternative gives us benefits without absorbing high costs.

We ask that our political decision makers help our military by ensuring that American soldiers would not have to address each and every situation in the world.  Bill 188 is an idea whose time has come.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Celebrity Napkin Art

Bob Young, the waiter and artist, has done it again.  His second New York City art show on Celebrity Napkin Art at the Maggie Ballistic Art Gallery has drawn overflow crowds each day.  Mr. Young’s show displays napkins that have been used by celebrities who have dined at the swank Futuro Café where Young works as a waiter.

Young’s napkins contain food stains that tell dramatic stories about the celebrities.  According to Maggie Ballistic, the owner of the Maggie Ballistic Art Gallery on Fifth Avenue, “Some gallery visitors have wept openly after seeing the Celebrity Napkin Art.”  Larry Flask, art critic for the trendy Novo Hombre art magazine, was one of those who wept upon seeing the Celebrity Napkin Art.  According to Flask, “This high energy tribute to the Rolling Stones collection brought back memories of shattered dreams, and left me with hope for humanity’s collective struggles.”

Visitors have come from as far as Japan, Australia and Indonesia to see the show, and the reaction has been overwhelmingly positive.  Pressure is growing to give greater exposure to Young’s Celebrity Napkin Art exhibit.  The modest start at the David Derange venue, followed by the huge success at Maggie Ballistic Art Gallery, has propelled Celebrity Napkin Art into a national treasure.

TO:
The Media

FR:
American Council for Tax Reform

RE:
National Lottery

The American Council for Tax Reform (ACTR) endorses Bill 208 and believes a national lottery would be beneficial to this country.  The lottery, as proposed in the legislation, would enable us to reduce the federal income tax and thereby strengthen our economy.  It also could serve as a reliable means of support for a multitude of federal programs.

The current federal income tax penalizes hard work and ingenuity by taking an increasing share of one’s income as one becomes more successful.  Basically, the more money you make, the higher your tax rate becomes.  This is certainly a disincentive and weakens economic expansion.

Although there have been efforts to lower federal income tax rates, our country has still relied on the income tax as the major source of revenue.  Most federal programs count on the income tax as the most significant funding source for their activities.

The proposed lottery is a huge step in the right direction.  If Bill 208 is appropriately amended, the income tax could be dropped by $40 billion a year, and that would make meaningful rate reductions possible.  This would unleash a burst of activity in our economy and yield financial gains for years to come.

A national lottery has the distinct advantage of raising money without reducing individual choice.  An individual makes the decision to play the lottery in the hopes of winning one of the weekly grand prizes of $20 million or one of the $100,000 secondary prizes.  The money that goes into the lottery is not taken away from anyone.  It is all done voluntarily.  That is so different than the income tax that practically everyone must pay.  Our current income tax simply confiscates our hard-earned dollars.

The money raised by the proposed lottery could practically support all the expenditures for transportation, or could almost support the combined federal budgets for science, space technology, natural resources and the environment.  It could even support our programs for veterans.  In any case, the lottery could make a major contribution to our nation.  And some day, an expanded lottery could accomplish even more.

The bottom line is that a lottery would free the national government from its current reliance on the income tax.  Bill 208 would have a profound impact and deserves your support.  It makes good sense and the time is right for such a change.

TO:
Media

FR:
Institute for the Common Good

RE:
National Service

The proposed National Service program is a win-win situation for society.

Worthy organizations will receive necessary help during the time in which individuals would be fulfilling their national service obligation.  These non-profit organizations will be able to accomplish tasks that would otherwise be ignored by government bureaucracy or profit-making organizations.

The clients of non-profit organizations would also gain as a result of the National Service program.  The lives of children, the disabled, senior citizens and the economically disadvantaged would be improved as a result of a National Service program.  The possibilities are endless.  National Service participants can help children with their homework, improve housing conditions in inner cities or provide basic medical care in rural areas.

The government also wins through the existence of this program.  Government will be able to concentrate its efforts and do a better job with the services that it provides.  All other service can be picked up by the non-profit sector.

Profit making organizations are also winners because of the National Service program.  They can continue doing what they do best, that is, making a profit.  No longer would they be expected to make large contributions to support non-profits’ staffing needs.

Participants in the National Service program would benefit.  In addition to gaining the satisfaction that they helped their country; they would receive financial support and health care benefits during the time that they are performing public service.  Then, the participants would further benefit from receiving a four-year grant to attend college.

This proposed National Service program is an idea whose time has come.  The whole society will benefit from this policy initiative.  It deserves the support of Congress and the President. 

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Nigerian Situation

Although the UN resolution has passed, the inertia surrounding the Nigerian situation continues.  The loss of life, especially among the Ogoni, continues at a staggering pace (about 1,000 Nigerians per day).

Gasoline prices increased another 10% and then leveled off.  Apparently, those in the oil market believe that the Nigerian oil facilities will be protected and insiders believe that prices will begin to come down soon.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Nigerian Situation

Although the UN resolution has passed, the inertia surrounding the Nigerian situation continues.  The loss of life, especially among the Ogoni, continues at a staggering pace (about 1,000 Nigerians per day). 

Gasoline prices increased another 10% and then leveled off.  Apparently, those in the oil market believe that the Nigerian oil facilities will be protected and insiders believe that prices will begin to come down soon.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Insurance Association

RE:
Mandatory Signaling Device

The National Insurance Association (NIA) enthusiastically supports the enactment of Bill 162 on mandatory signaling devices for new motor vehicles.

This legislation will save lives as well as reduce injuries and property damage.  This is a good bill and deserves passage.

Each year, there are hundreds of thousands of accidents that could be avoided if drivers made better use of turn signals.  Unfortunately, some drivers change lanes quickly or try to pass another vehicle without using their turn signals.  Accidents result because other motorists are not warned about the intended behavior of a careless driver.  We all pay a price when careless drivers refuse to use their turn signals.  Insurance rates are higher for all of us because of such disregard for the law.

The proposed legislation remedies this problem.  It requires that a signaling device be installed that detects the moves of a driver and automatically activates the turn signals.  Because of this, other drivers will be able to compensate and many accidents will be avoided.

A change in direction of 15 degrees or more in the steering wheel will make one of the turn signals come on.  This will allow other drivers to get an advance warning if a motorist is to make a quick lane change or other erratic movement.  However, the signal would go off quickly if the motorist returned to his or her original direction.

If mandatory signaling devices were adopted, all motorists would become more defensive in their approach to driving.  Each signal light will serve as a warning of a potential danger.  The natural thing to do will be to slow down, evaluate the possibilities and to proceed carefully.

Bill 162 will change the way that Americans drive, making them more alert and more conscientious.  This will be particularly true as older cars (those that do not have the automatic signaling devices) wear out and are replaced by new vehicles.  Yet, even older cars can be made safer if the owner has an automatic signaling device installed.

Our industry is prepared to reduce premiums for those who have such signaling devices.  We want to reward those who have such safety features.

NIA asks for congressional and presidential support of Bill 162.  This small change will make the roads safer for all of us. 

TO:
Representative Jackson

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Advanced Technology Weather Tracking Station

It looks as if the time is right to push ahead with the idea of locating an Advanced Technology Weather Tracking Station in your district.

The National Weather Service within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has had a plan for such a facility on the drawing board for several years, and they are ready to move ahead with the project.  This Advanced Technology Weather Tracking Station would gather information from satellites as well as ground sources, and be able to make detailed on-demand computerized weather forecasts for every part of the country by zip code.  These forecasts would be much more sophisticated that what we presently have, and reports could be updated every thirty minutes.  These forecasts would even fit the present information into long-term trend reports.

The information obtained from this would not only provide more accurate information for regular weather reporting.  NOAA could also sell the 30-minute detailed updates to those agricultural and transportation organizations that could benefit from higher quality weather information.  In effect, this project could pay for itself.

NOAA is looking for you to provide the leadership to make this project operational.  After all, you are the leading advocate for technology in the Congress.  NOAA administrators think that it would be fitting that the Advanced Technology Weather Tracking Station would be located in your district.

This project would have a tremendous benefit for your district and the communities within it.  Construction and operating costs would be similar to those encountered when creating any new high tech industry.

We suggest that you attach the following amendment to some piece of legislation or the budget.  You could introduce it in committee, on the floor of the House or in some Conference Committee that you are part of.

In order to promote high quality weather information that could benefit the American economy, the national government will construct an Advanced Technology Weather Tracking Station in or near the city of Reno, Nevada.  This station will integrate weather information from satellite and more conventional sources to produce weather projections that are timelier and more accurate.

Fiscal Note:
$25 Million for one year; Revenue $25 Million annual revenue
