SCRIPT for SESSION #11

(large simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by two press conferences plus two editorials on the Supreme Court nomination.  In the first press conference, a former student of the Supreme Court nominee makes serious charges.  In the second press conference, the French Ambassador criticizes the Administration in the spy issue.  The two editorials present opposing views on the Supreme Court confirmation issue.

Then have participants break up into work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

As the simulation coordinator, urge Senator Ogura (Government Operations) to postpone a vote on the Supreme Court nominee until such time that the nominee can respond to the charges.

The Administration and the media get memos about the food fight and then the media gets a memo about the Hip Hops movie.  After that, the Administration and media receive additional memos about the home invasion.

The media and Senator Ogura (Government Operations) receive important information about the Senator’s daughter.  The Administration and the media receive additional memos on inflammatory remarks by the President of Mexico, the deteriorating Middle East peace process and the food fight.  The media gets another memo about the Poet Laureate and Representative Yarmolinski has a meeting regarding a constituent’s disability claim.

The Administration and media receive additional information on the food fight and the Administration gets disappointing news about the Middle East peace process.

Press Conference

Shane Alexander

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Alexander)

“Hello.  My name is Shane Alexander.  I am coming forward today in reference to the nomination of Professor Edward Billingsley for the position of Supreme Court Justice.  As you know, Professor Billingsley has a homosexual orientation and has stated publicly that his sexual orientation would not be a factor in his judicial decisions.  He has also said that he has a long-term and stable relationship with a partner, and that he is not open to any influence because of his homosexuality.

I know a different Edward Billingsley than the one that has been fabricated by the current administration with the help of the media.  The Edward Billingsley that I know is a very small and vindictive man who is driven by an out-of-control sexual appetite.

I was a student in one of Professor Billingsley’s undergraduate classes in my freshman year at Harvard.  During that semester, Dr. Billingsley assumed that I was gay and that I was attracted to him.  He was wrong on both counts.  Billingsley tried to “come on” to me in a men’s room after class one day.  I told him to get away from me and keep his hands to himself.

After that, I began to receive failing grades on my assignments in the political science class taught by Dr. Billingsley and I stopped coming to class.  Eventually, I became depressed and dropped out of school altogether.  At this point, I am drifting between one unskilled job and another.  I have no future.

Billingsley has ruined my life.  This kind of low life should never be placed on the Supreme Court.

I will take any questions.”

Note:

After this press conference, you might want to be the coordinator again and advise the Government Operations Committee to delay a vote on the confirmation during the next session.  That will give the committee more time to evaluate the charges that have just been made.

Press Conference

Michel/Michele Dupré

French Ambassador

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Dupré)

“Bonjour. I am Ambassador Michel/e Dupré. The French government deeply regrets that the United States has taken retaliatory action for the arrest of a French citizen in Paris about two weeks ago.  This French citizen, Francois DeMonde, is a CIA agent who was spying on the French electronics company, Telemonique Francais, and passing corporate secrets to American companies.

Then, during this past week, the United States arrested a U.S. Citizen, James Rondell and charged him with being a French Agent who had taken secrets from Intelligence Computers, a U.S. company, and passed them to Visique Blanc, a French company.

Now, it may be true that Mr. Rondell was an industrial spy and that he transferred information to a French company.  We understand that it is quite normal for private companies to spy upon each other to gain an advantage in the marketplace.  However, it is ridiculous to say that Mr. Rondell is an agent of the French government.  That is a complete fabrication.

France has charged DeMonde with breaking a French law, and with being an agent of a foreign government. Our prosecutors believe that DeMonde was working for the Central Intelligence Agency of the American government.  Because our case appears to be so strong against DeMonde, the U.S. government has taken an ordinary industrial spying case in the U.S. involving Mr. James Rondell and is inventing evidence to try to link Rondell with French intelligence.  Ridiculous!

France clearly denies that it is spying on U.S. companies, even though we have evidence that the U.S. is spying on French companies.  Why can’t the U.S. admit that it has done something wrong?  Why does America always have to cover up its mistakes?

I will be very happy to answer any questions.”

Editorials

(simulation coordinator reads each editorial to participants)

Editorial

Seattle Sun Newspaper
We applaud those members of the U.S. Senate Government Operations Committee who are trying to confirm Edward Billingsley.  We urge the rest of the committee and the full Senate to reflect the same sort of level of conviction to principles.

America is constantly bombarded by the demands of well-intentioned but misdirected pressure groups.  The Government Operations Committee should accept the responsibility of making a tough and correct decision.

Editorial

Richmond Register Newspaper
The Richmond Register condemns those on the U.S. Senate Government Operations Committee who wish to confirm Edward Billingsley.  Those members of the committee want to take the easy way out and avoid making decisions on the basis of high principle.  Billingsley’s backers are pandering to the hysteria of a group that does not represent the American people.

Fortunately, there is still an opportunity for the full Senate to reverse any wrong decision by the committee and restore the principle of “government of, by and for the people.”  It is never too late.  The full Senate can do the right thing and disregard the recommendation of the bottom-feeding members of the Government Operations Committee.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Department of Agriculture

In the second day of testimony before the Department of Agriculture, defenders of the current Food Pyramid approach made their case.  Trade associations representing bread, cereal, rice, pasta, fruit and vegetable producers joined the National Conference for Nutrition Education in resisting the proposed change to a Food Target approach.

Clarice Boyko of the National Conference for Nutrition Education said, “The proposed Food Target scheme is nothing but a subtle advertisement to encourage consumers to eat unhealthy foods.”  She also stated that, if the Food Target is adopted, “those who profit from unhealthy food would inform consumers that the government is telling them to take aim at the center of the target” and not feel bad about eating a diet that is full of fats, oils and sugars as well as dairy products, meat and eggs.  In short, Boyko said that the proposed Food Target “would make consumers less vigilant, and make them believe that junk food is good food.”

Ms. Boyko said that the new Target scheme would make it very easy for producers of the less healthful food products to “design advertising campaigns telling consumers that eating their products will help them hit the target.”  Essentially government would be participating in these advertising campaigns and prices of these products would rise as demand increased, she added.

Those from the food industries that testified also agreed with Ms. Boyko, and stressed that the Food Target idea had a heavy bias away from the most healthful foods.  Over and over again, these industries urged the Secretary of Agriculture to resist changing to the Food Target and maintain the present Food Pyramid approach.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Department of Agriculture Hearings

In the second day of testimony before the Department of Agriculture, defenders of the current Food Pyramid approach made their case.  Trade associations representing bread, cereal, rice, pasta, fruit and vegetable producers joined the National Conference for Nutrition Education in resisting the proposed change to a Food Target approach.

Clarice Boyko of the National Conference for Nutrition Education said, “The proposed Food Target scheme is nothing but a subtle advertisement to encourage consumers to eat unhealthy foods.”  She also stated that, if the Food Target is adopted, “those who profit from unhealthy food would inform consumers that the government is telling them to take aim at the center of the target” and not feel bad about eating a diet that is full of fats, oils and sugars as well as dairy products, meat and eggs.  In short, Boyko said that the proposed Food Target “would make consumers less vigilant, and make them believe that junk food is good food.”

Ms. Boyko said that the new Target scheme would make it very easy for producers of the less healthful food products to “design advertising campaigns telling consumers that eating their products will help them hit the target.”  Essentially government would be participating in these advertising campaigns and prices of these products would rise as demand increased, she added.

Those from the food industries that testified also agreed with Ms. Boyko, and stressed that the Food Target idea had a heavy bias away from the most healthful foods.  Over and over again, these industries urged the Secretary of Agriculture to resist changing to the Food Target and maintain the present Food Pyramid approach.

TO:
Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Hip Hops

Gangs of seven- to ten-year-old kids on schoolyards throughout the United States are pretending that they are the Hip Hops, and they are fighting with each other at recess and after school.  This is happening in cities, suburbs and even rural communities.

The fighting between the children is not innocent child’s play.  Kids are using knives, razor blades and even guns to defend the honor of their Hip Hops.  One child in Memphis, Tennessee was hospitalized in critical condition after a Hip Hops “gang war.”

TO:
The President

FR:
The Federal Bureau of Investigation

RE:
Peter Comings

Peter Comings wife was released today.  Also, Peter Comings has established a one-million-dollar fund to promote an end to violence in our society.  He asked that the government allow this fund to do its work without interference.  Comings also urged that the government let his hostage takers go in peace. 

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Peter Comings

Peter Comings wife was released today.  Also, Peter Comings has established a one-million-dollar fund to promote an end to violence in our society.  He asked that the government allow this fund to do its work without interference.  Comings also urged that the government let his hostage takers go in peace. 

TO:
The Media

FR:
Dr. Alice Chalmers

RE:
Senator Ogura’s Daughter

Ms. Kuniko Ogura has awakened from a coma.  She has been given a thorough evaluation, and it seems that she is totally recovered and will not lapse back into a coma.  Apparently, she had a slight bruising in her brain that caused the coma.  She recovered from the coma when the swelling went down.  She has now been released from the hospital.

TO:
Senator Ogura

FR:
Dr. Alice Chalmers

RE:
Your Daughter’s Condition

We have evaluated your daughter, Kuniko, and it seems that she is totally recovered and will not lapse back into a coma.  Apparently, she had a slight bruising in her brain that caused the coma.  She recovered from the coma when the swelling went down.  She has now been released from the hospital into your family’s care.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Mexican Anti-American Speech

President-Elect Mendez spoke to a convention of his party yesterday and criticized past U.S. domination of Mexican politics and economics.  He said that the United States has often acted like a bully, and Mexico has quietly gone along with Washington.  He promised that the U.S. would have to start treating Mexico with respect.

This speech by Mendez is making U.S. and Mexican businesses nervous about the future.  They are particularly concerned that Mendez might try to nationalize companies that are owned by American investors.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Mexican Anti-American Speech

President-Elect Mendez spoke to a convention of his party yesterday and criticized past U.S. domination of Mexican politics and economics.  He said that the United States has often acted like a bully, and Mexico has quietly gone along with Washington.  He promised that the U.S. would have to start treating Mexico with respect.

This speech by Mendez is making U.S. and Mexican businesses nervous about the future.  They are particularly concerned that Mendez might try to nationalize companies that are owned by American investors.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Conflict in Middle East

Both Israel and the Palestinians are preparing for more conflict in the Middle East.  The Palestinians and Arab neighbors are seeing this time as the point where conflict with Israel will finally be resolved.  Some extremists envision an end to Israel. On the other hand, Israel has positioned itself for major attacks on the Palestinians, as well as any Arab countries that come to the aid of the Palestinians.

We have run out of options, and the only hope is that you can use personal diplomacy to resolve tensions.  You could make one more attempt to urge the two sides to sit down and negotiate a permanent peace that recognizes the needs of both Israel and Palestine.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Conflict in Middle East

Both Israel and the Palestinians are preparing for more conflict in the Middle East.  The Palestinians and Arab neighbors are seeing this time as the point where conflict with Israel will finally be resolved.  Some extremists envision an end to Israel. On the other hand, Israel has positioned itself for major attacks on the Palestinians, as well as any Arab countries that come to the aid of the Palestinians.

TO:
The President

FR:
Alice Becker, Secretary of Agriculture

RE:
Categorizing and Displaying Food Grouping

After months of research and two days of testimony from interested parties, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is now ready to resolve the issue of which approach (the Food Pyramid or the Food Target) should be used by the food industry in educating consumers.  The staff of the U.S. Department of Agriculture has identified strengths in both the Food Pyramid and Food Target systems of categorizing and displaying the six food groupings.  My staff has suggested that since both approaches have value, a compromise solution is possible and that either approach can be used for labeling of food or promotional materials.  I have concurred with my staff’s recommendation and both systems may now be used.

I want to emphasize to you that the Department has been careful not to take sides on this issue, and we believe that the public interest will be served by having both systems available for manufacturers to use.

Also, I want to note that our decision was based on the information before us, and that attracting campaign contributions for you from some of the industries was not a factor.  In fact, our examination of the issue began long before any enhanced fundraising activity by those industries that are at or near the top of the current Food Pyramid.  The fact that these industries advocated a change to the Food Target approach and are now funneling campaign contributions in your direction is a separate matter.

TO:
The Media

FR:
Alice Becker, Secretary of Agriculture

RE:
Categorizing and Displaying Food Grouping

After months of research and two days of testimony from interested parties, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is now ready to resolve the issue of which approach (the Food Pyramid or the Food Target) should be used by the food industry in educating consumers.  The staff of the U.S. Department of Agriculture has identified strengths in both the Food Pyramid and Food Target systems of categorizing and displaying the six food groupings.  My staff has suggested that since both approaches have value, a compromise solution is possible and that either approach can be used for labeling of food or promotional materials.  I have concurred with my staff’s recommendation and both systems may now be used.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Endowment for the Humanities

RE:
Marlene Bennett, Poet Laureate

Australia has been enraptured by Ms. Marlene Bennett as she has traveled throughout the country reading poems from her latest book, Human Time, Human Space.  The volume describes humanity’s struggle to break down the barriers that separate one person from another.

Upon completion of her world tour, Ms. Bennett will return to the United States, and she has been invited to make an appearance before a Joint Session of Congress.

Ms. Bennett has been commissioned to write a new poem that she will read before the Congress.  She has entitled this poem, America! America! What You Mean to Me, and she describes it as a “cleansing experience in the post-modern world.”

Meeting

Representative Yarmolinski and Social Security Commissioner Halphwitt

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Halphwitt)

The Social Security Commissioner welcomes Representive Yarmolinski and indicates familiarity with the case.  The Social Security Commissioner regrets that the Representative had to get involved, and vows to have the problem corrected without any further delay to the case.  The Commissioner says that Ms. Morone will be informed that Representative Yarmolinski raised the issue, and that the Social Security Administration believes that the Representative is correct. 

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
The National Council for Nutrition Education

The National Council for Nutrition Education or NCNE issued sharp criticism of the decision by Ms. Alice Becker, Secretary of Agriculture, to allow both Food Pyramid and Food Target approaches to be used for consumer information.  According to Cindy Stevenson, a spokesperson for NCNE, “Secretary Becker and the whole Millworth administration have not been honest about this issue.”  

Ms. Stevenson also said that “the government gave the junk food industry exactly what they wanted and now the campaign contributions are rolling in for the Millworth crowd.”   An angry Ms. Stevenson went on to say,” The President is encouraging a diet that will promote obesity and a shorter life span.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
The National Council for Nutrition Education

The National Council for Nutrition Education or NCNE issued sharp criticism of the decision by Ms. Alice Becker, Secretary of Agriculture, to allow both Food Pyramid and Food Target approaches to be used for consumer information.  According to Cindy Stevenson, a spokesperson for NCNE, “Secretary Becker and the whole Millworth administration have not been honest about this issue.”  

Ms. Stevenson also said that “the government gave the junk food industry exactly what they wanted and now the campaign contributions are rolling in for the Millworth crowd.”   An angry Ms. Stevenson went on to say, “The President is encouraging a diet that will promote obesity and a shorter life span.”

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Attempt to Renew Negotiations in Middle East

Both Israel and the Palestinians have declined to even respond to our offers to continue the peace process.  Informal sources say that Israeli and Palestinian officials believe that the United States cannot be trusted.

