SCRIPT for SESSION #9
(large simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by four different press conferences.  In the first press conference, an attorney for the website criticizes the government in the gay killings issue.  In the second press conference, the American Crusade for Morality opposes the potential Supreme Court nominee and in the third press conference Fight Back favors the potential nominee.  In the final press conference, the Eritrean government criticizes the Administration’s attack on the Eritrean biofactory.

Then have participants break up into work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

First, the Administration and media receive memos on protests over the endangered fish issue, a food fight in Washington and the developments in the Frenzy drug problem. Then, the media receives a memo about the Hip Hops movie and another memo about Senator Dixon and possible campaign finance law violations.

The Administration and media now receive memos on the home invasion as well as problems related to the hurricane.  After that, the President meets with the possible Supreme Court nominees and Senator Ogura (Government Operations) gets an update on his/her daughter’s condition.

The Administration receives an update on the Mexican President and the Administration and media get memos about the deteriorating situation in the Middle East.  Then the Administration gets a memo on the Supreme Court nomination and the media gets a memo on napkin art.  After that the Administration and media get additional information about the Nigerian civil war and Representative Lyle and the media get unfortunate news about the Representative’s Son.

Finally, the Administration and media receive memos about the spy scandal.  The media receives more information about the Poet Laureate, and Senator Litz (External Matters) and the media get memos about the Senator’s positive reputation.

Press Conference

Arno Belloff, Attorney for Wendel Lemley

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Belloff)

“I am Arno Belloff, Attorney for Wendel Lemley.  My client has asked me to address the issue of the FBI arrests of individuals who are accused of murdering gay men in several locations throughout the United States.

First of all, I want to emphasize that those arrested have been accused of committing crimes to which the FBI was a partner.  An agent of the FBI had joined this group and was an active member through e-mail correspondence.  We have questions of whether or not the FBI engaged in entrapment by planting an agent within the group, and having the agent urge people to make certain statements and take certain actions.

Second, even if the individuals arrested are found guilty, the supposed actions of these alleged perpetrators are unrelated to my client’s website.  Dr. Lemley and his wife are only using the site to educate Americans, including homosexuals, about the evils of perverted sexual practices.

My client did not make up the phrase, “the wages of sin are death.”  This comes from a source far greater in power and wisdom than you or I.  So, it is written. If we engage in sinful conduct, we must accept the consequences.

Dr. Lemley and his wife do not condone the deaths of certain homosexuals.  But, if it is God’s will, then we need to respect divine wisdom.”
Press Conference

Reverend Oneida Templeton

Executive Director, The American Crusade for Morality

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Templeton)

“I am very glad to have this opportunity to speak with you about the nomination of a new Justice for the Supreme Court.

My name is Reverend Oneida Templeton and I am the Executive Director for The American Crusade for Morality.  My organization asks that the President consider the future of this country when (s)he nominates a new Justice for the Court.

It is our understanding that the President is going to speak with three candidates.  One of those candidates, Professor Billingsley of Harvard University, is an avowed homosexual and a threat to the fundamental laws of human nature.  We fear that Billingsley is going to bring a homosexual agenda to the Court, and would be swayed by homosexual lawyers or homosexuals who are parties to a case before the Court.

Professor Billingsley cannot be of sound mind or spirit when he maintains an active homosexual lifestyle.  His mental stability and integrity must be questioned.  How can he make judgments about human law when he is in clear violation of God’s law?
We plead with the President to reject Billingsley and select one of the two other choices.  Neither of them carries the burden of a degenerate homosexual lifestyle.  Both of them are whole persons in the eyes of God.

I thank you for your time and would be happy to answer any questions.”

Press Conference

Brian Jefferies

Executive Director, Fight Back

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Jefferies)

“My name is Brian Jefferies and I am the Executive Director of Fight Back, an organization that defends the rights of homosexuals.

The President of the United States is about to nominate a new Justice of the Supreme Court to replace Justice Marrow who will retire and the end of this Supreme Court term.

There are three leading candidates for this position.  One of these candidates stands head and shoulders over the other two candidates.  Professor Billingsley is an outstanding legal scholar who has a national reputation for fairness and dedication to the law.  Yet, Billingsley may not get this nomination because he is a homosexual.  As incredible as it sounds, he may be denied a Presidential nomination because of his sexual orientation.

Professor Billingsley is of high moral character.  His homosexuality is not a weakness or negative in his life.  He has conducted himself with honor and distinction throughout his career.

If Billingsley is denied the nomination by the President, it will be for one reason and one reason alone.  It will be clear evidence that this country and this President are homophobic.  Will this President cave in to the extreme right wing and turn his/her back on Professor Billingsley in favor of one of the heterosexual candidates?  We will see.  We will see what this President is made of.

Thank you.  I will be happy to answer any questions.”

Press Conference
Mansur Omar

Ambassador from Eritrea

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Omar)

“I am Mansur Omar, the Ambassador of the Government of Eritrea and the Eritrean people.  The Eritrean government protests the cruel and unprovoked attack on Eritrean citizens and territory by the United States.

We understood that the United States had concerns about a fertilizer factory that had been constructed in the town of Keren.  The Americans were also concerned about a shipment of raw materials that were being sent from Asmara to Keren in order to make the factory operational.

We had invited the United States to inspect the shipment and we assured the United States that they would be able to inspect the factory once military exercises were concluded in the area that is near the factory.  Eritrea had done everything possible to bring a peaceful resolution to the issue.

It is obvious that the United States was not bargaining in good faith when we met with their officials and reached agreements about inspections.  Rather, the United States used the fertilizer factory to justify an attack against our people.

The United States has destroyed the factory and the employees without provocation.  In addition, the United States also attacked a group of religious pilgrims who were traveling from the town of Akurdet to Algena in the north.  The American planes killed 18 people who were simply pursuing their religious obligations.

We are outraged at the actions of the United States.  Certainly, they have made up “so-called” evidence to justify their actions.  However, there is no way that they can ever explain to the world why they would take such drastic actions when Eritrea was fully cooperating and helping them resolve their concerns.

I would be happy to take your questions.”

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Gas Station Violence in Boston

A gas station in a Boston area suburb was vandalized early this morning.  Four men disabled two gas pumps by busting out the computer displays.  The vandals left a note saying “Stop pollution, not commercial fishing.”

TO:

Media

FROM:
General News Sources

SUBJECT:
Gas Station Violence in Boston

A gas station in a Boston area suburb was vandalized early this morning.  Four men disabled two gas pumps by busting out the computer displays.  The vandals left a note saying the “Stop pollution, not commercial fishing.”

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Department of Agriculture Food Groups

There is a debate within the U.S. Department of Agriculture about how various foods should be categorized and represented.  Presently, the Department makes use of a “Food Pyramid” to give consumers guidance on food nutrition when making purchasing and eating decisions.  The Department is now considering an alternative approach that is called the “Food Target.”

Advocates of each approach are becoming increasingly vocal.  Within a few days the Secretary of Agriculture will make a decision on which approach will be used in the future for food labeling.

The FOOD PYRAMID contains six groupings of food.  The large base of the pyramid has a grouping for bread, cereals, rice and pasta. The next level of the pyramid contains two groupings.  One side is for fruits, the other for vegetables.  The next level contains groupings for milk products on one side, and for meat, poultry, fish, beans, eggs and nuts on the other.  At the very top of the pyramid is a grouping for fats, oils and sugars.  Nutritionists recommend that consumers eat sparingly from the highest group and also recommend servings for other groupings.

The proposed FOOD TARGET system uses the same groupings and arranges them like a target.  The sizes of the target rings reflect recommended serving amounts.  At the center of the proposed guide is a very small area for the fats, oils and sugars group. The next ring out is a little larger and has groupings for milk products as well as meat, poultry, fish, beans, eggs and nuts. The next to the last ring is for fruits and vegetables.  The last and largest concentric ring is for breads, cereals, rice and pasta.

Advocates of the Food Target approach feel that it is simpler and will be easier for consumers.  Proponents of Food Targeting feel that everyone, especially children, can relate better to a target graphic rather than a confusing pyramid in which the so-called “undesirable food” is at the top of the pyramid.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Department of Agriculture Food Groups

There is a debate within the U.S. Department of Agriculture about how various foods should be categorized and represented.  Presently, the Department makes use of a “Food Pyramid” to give consumers guidance on food nutrition when making purchasing and eating decisions.  The Department is now considering an alternative approach that is called the “Food Target.”

Advocates of each approach are becoming increasingly vocal.  Within a few days the Secretary of Agriculture will make a decision on which approach will be used in the future for food labeling.

The FOOD PYRAMID contains six groupings of food.  The large base of the pyramid has a grouping for bread, cereals, rice and pasta. The next level of the pyramid contains two groupings.  One side is for fruits, the other for vegetables.  The next level contains groupings for milk products on one side, and for meat, poultry, fish, beans, eggs and nuts on the other.  At the very top of the pyramid is a grouping for fats, oils and sugars.  Nutritionists recommend that consumers eat sparingly from the highest group and also recommend servings for other groupings.

The proposed FOOD TARGET system uses the same groupings and arranges them like a target.  The sizes of the target rings reflect recommended serving amounts.  At the center of the proposed guide is a very small area for the fats, oils and sugars group. The next ring out is a little larger and has groupings for milk products as well as meat, poultry, fish, beans, eggs and nuts. The next to the last ring is for fruits and vegetables.  The last and largest concentric ring is for breads, cereals, rice and pasta.

Advocates of the Food Target approach feel that it is simpler and will be easier for consumers.  Proponents of Food Targeting feel that everyone, especially children, can relate better to a target graphic rather than a confusing pyramid in which the so-called “undesirable food” is at the top of the pyramid.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Frenzy

There is now a national craze to “drop out at school” by taking Frenzy.  Radio disk jockeys are telling their listeners to come to school and take a little Frenzy during morning homeroom.  Then they tell their listeners to enjoy the rest of the school day.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Frenzy

There is now a national craze to “drop out at school” by taking Frenzy.  Radio disk jockeys are telling their listeners to come to school and take a little Frenzy during morning homeroom.  Then they tell their listeners to enjoy the rest of the school day.

TO:
Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Hip Hops

The new hit movie The Hip Hops has spawned the development of a Hip Hop doll collection that is now available in toy stores throughout the United States and Canada.  Kids are nagging their parents to buy the Hip Hops, which sell for $109.99 in the stores that still have them.  The manufacturer cannot keep up with the demand for the Hip Hops, and parents feel forced to buy the Hip Hops collection on the black market (reportedly for $500 and up) to please their children.

Kids like the dolls because each doll has a place where they can “hide their stash.”  Kids are hiding candy in their Hip Hops and pretending that the candy is dope.

TO:
The Media

FM:
General Sources

RE:
Senator Dixon and Illegal Fundraising

There are rumors that Senator Dixon’s Congressional staff has engaged in illegal fundraising.  According to reports, a Congressional Staff member made calls soliciting campaign contributions from Senator Dixon’s Nashville office.  This office is intended to work with constituents on problems and issues.  According to Congressional campaign finance laws, no Congressional office, whether in Washington D.C. or in the member’s constituency, may be used to raise funds.  All fundraising is to be done from campaign offices using campaign staff.

If the rumors are true, then Senator Dixon is in violation of campaign finance laws.  The Senator serves on the Government Operations Committee and has been involved in approving campaign finance legislation.

TO:
The President

FR:
The Federal Bureau of Investigation

RE:
The Comings Family

The captors of the Comings Family have released the other two children as a sign of their goodwill.  They have called the newspapers and said that they would be happy to release Mr. and Mrs. Comings within a month if (1) the captors have the opportunity to hold a press conference to explain their actions, (2) the captors are granted immunity against prosecution by the President for any federal crimes and (3) the government does not interfere with Mr. Comings’ desire to help the captors advance their cause.

We suggest that you accept the first and third condition.  We recommend that immunity be contingent upon release of Mr. Comings and agreement by Comings.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
The Comings Family

The captors of the Comings Family have released the other two children as a sign of their goodwill.  They have called the newspapers and said that they would be happy to release Mr. and Mrs. Comings within a month if (1) the captors have the opportunity to hold a press conference to explain their actions, (2) the captors are granted immunity against prosecution by the President for any federal crimes and (3) the government does not interfere with Mr. Comings’ desire to help the captors advance their cause.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Cuban Prisoners

The Cuban government is concentrating on distributing all food to its citizens and trying to provide places for people to live.  In doing this, the Cuban government is emptying out all the prisons and forcing the prisoners to leave the island on boats.  The government says that it does not have enough food for them, and will shoot them if they return.  The boats are heading towards the United States.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Cuban Prisoners

The Cuban government is concentrating on distributing all food to its citizens and trying to provide places for people to live.  In doing this, the Cuban government is emptying out all the prisons and forcing the prisoners to leave the island on boats.  The government says that it does not have enough food for them, and will shoot them if they return.  The boats are heading towards the United States.

President’s Meeting with Potential Judicial Nominees

The coordinator or surrogates assume(s) the identities of the three candidates.  In total, these meetings take about 10 minutes.

The first meeting is with Bruce Valparaiso.  Valparaiso says that he has the best legal mind in the United States.  In fact, he claims that he has more talent than all Supreme Court Justices from the beginning of the country.  He says that the President is fortunate to have the opportunity to name Valparaiso to the Supreme Court.  Valparaiso also uses the meeting as an opportunity to criticize how the President and the President’s staff dress.

The second meeting is with Edward Billingsley.  Billingsley is a modest individual who answers the questions clearly and accurately.  Billingsley claims that he would do his very best to judge each case based on legal principles.  He also makes it clear that his homosexuality is not a factor in his legal decisions.  In fact, he says that it is quite possible he would rule against homosexuals if they were violating the Constitutional rights of others.

The final meeting is with Edgar Dudley.  Dudley seems lost and not certain about anything.  He keeps talking about how you can tell if someone is guilty just by looking at them.  Also, he mentions that if he were nominated to the Supreme Court, his grandchildren would be so proud.  At times, Dudley does not complete sentences or switches topics in the middle of a sentence.

The President should be informed that he should make his/her decision after this session of the simulation and then announce his/her nominee at the beginning of the next session.

TO:
Senator Ogura

FR:
Dr. Alice Chalmers

RE:
Your Daughter’s Condition

Your daughter condition remains the same.  She remains in a coma; yet she has normal vital signs.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
President Elect Miguel Mendez

President Elect Mendez has come to the United States to meet you.  He wants to get off to a good start and establish a new relationship with the United States.  He is quite willing to hold a joint press conference with you.  Would you like to have this press conference in the next session?

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
School Bombing in Israel

A suicide bomber drove a car into a school building in an Israeli settlement on the West Bank.  Four children were killed and 37 children were injured in the attack.  Hamas, an extreme movement within the Palestinian community, claimed responsibility for the attack, and indicated that this should serve as a warning against Israel.  Jewish settlers demanded that the Israeli government strike back at the Palestinians.

We believe that you should request a meeting with the Palestinian and Israeli representative to try once again to renew the peace talks.  Even though both sides are critical of the United States, they may be willing to reenter into negotiations to limit the amount of bloodshed.

Let us know if you want to continue the peace overtures.  We can set up another peace conference quickly.  We have already made preliminary plans for such a conference in Williamsburg, Virginia, about a half-hour helicopter ride from Washington D.C.  We could transport the representatives of each side and provide space for accommodations and negotiations.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
School Bombing in Israel

A suicide bomber drove a car into a school building in an Israeli settlement on the West Bank.  Four children were killed and 37 children were injured in the attack.  Hamas, an extreme movement within the Palestinian community, claimed responsibility for the attack, and indicated that this should serve as a warning against Israel.  Jewish settlers demanded that the Israeli government strike back at the Palestinians.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Supreme Court Nomination

The Supreme Court nomination presents a very sticky situation for you.  The whole thing is coming down to Billingsley.  Valparaiso and Dudley would both be embarrassments to the administration.  Valparaiso comes off as an arrogant and egotistical individual, who would only create problems on the Court.  Dudley would be torn apart during confirmation hearings.

Billingsley is certainly the best qualified.  Unfortunately, this is becoming highly political because there is quite a bit of polarization over the appointment.  Homosexuals are seeing it as a gay pride issue, and the anti-homosexuals are seeing it in terms of a battle over cultural values.  There is no easy way out given that degree of polarization.

We suggest that you nominate Billingsley, and announce that soon (the next session), through the following press conference that plays down the issue of sexual orientation:

Press Conference

“I am here today to inform you of my nomination for the vacant position on the Supreme Court.  I have met with three individuals who were recommended for the position.  The American Judicial Conference, as well as the Attorney General’s office, investigated each of these individuals and deemed each worth consideration.  I thank the three individuals for their time and interest in the position.

After much thought, I have decided to nominate Dr. Edward Billingsley, a lawyer and legal scholar.  Dr. Billingsley has an outstanding reputation and has a tremendous amount of practical experience in representing a variety of viewpoints.  Professor Billingsley has been even-handed as a legal scholar and will be even-handed as a Supreme Court Justice.

I understand that there is some debate about whether Edward Billingsley is qualified to serve in light of his sexual orientation.  I want to make it clear that his sexual orientation is not a factor in Dr. Billingsley’s legal thinking, and his sexual orientation is not a factor in this judicial nomination.  He is simply the best qualified candidate.  He has my complete support.

Thank you.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Celebrity Napkin Art

Several websites have appeared recently that are selling Celebrity Napkin Art.  The sites claim that they are selling reproductions of celebrity napkins from the Bob Young collection.  Young says that these are counterfeits and the government should close them down, and funds should be returned to the unsuspecting art collectors.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Demonstration Outside the White House

A group of about 75 demonstrators protested outside the White House this morning in response to U.S. policy in Nigeria.  Some of the demonstrators were human rights activists protesting U.S. support for the Nigerian military dictatorship.  Other demonstrators were American civil rights activists who were concerned about racial dimensions of U.S. policy, and still other demonstrators were drawing attention to American avoidance of environmental problems in Nigeria.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Demonstration Outside the White House

A group of about 75 demonstrators protested outside the White House this morning in response to U.S. policy in Nigeria.  Some of the demonstrators were human rights activists protesting U.S. support for the Nigerian military dictatorship.  Other demonstrators were American civil rights activists who were concerned about racial dimensions of U.S. policy, and still other demonstrators were drawing attention to American avoidance of environmental problems in Nigeria.

TO:
Representative Lyle

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Your Son

New York City Police report that your son’s body was found in an alley on Manhattan’s east side.  After completion of an autopsy, the Coroner’s Office listed a drug overdose as the cause of death.  There were no signs of foul play.  Your son’s wallet and credit cards were still in his pants pocket along with coins and a hotel key.

A syringe was found near the body.  The syringe had traces of heroin.  Needle marks were also found on both arms.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Representative Lyle’s Son

New York City Police report that the body of Representative Lyle’s son, Brent, was found in an alley on Manhattan’s east side.  Brent Lyle was in New York on a class trip with Maryland high school students.   The high school student was from Arkansas, but lived in Maryland along with his parents, one of which is a member of Congress.

After completion of an autopsy, the Coroner’s Office listed a drug overdose as the cause of death.  There were no signs of foul play.   Mr. Lyle’s wallet and credit cards were still in his pants pocket along with coins and a hotel key.

A syringe was found near the body.  The syringe had traces of heroin.  Needle marks were also found on both arms.

Representative Lyle lives in Maryland while Congress is in session.  The Representative’s home is in Little Rock.  Funeral arrangements are scheduled to be in Little Rock in three days.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Francois DeMonde

The French government has charged Francois DeMonde with spying on a French electronics firm, Telemonique Francais, and giving the secrets to American companies.  The French claim that DeMonde was an agent of America’s CIA.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Francois DeMonde

The French government has charged Francois DeMonde with spying on a French electronics firm, Telemonique Francais, and giving the secrets to American companies.  The French claim that DeMonde was an agent of America’s CIA.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Endowment for the Humanities

RE:
Marlene Bennett, Poet Laureate

Soccer stadiums have been filled to capacity to hear Ms. Marlene Bennett, as she has traveled throughout Africa and read poems from her latest book, Human Time, Human Space.  The volume describes humanity’s struggle to break down the barriers that separate one person from another.

Upon completion of her world tour, Ms. Bennett will return to the United States, and she has been invited to make an appearance before a Joint Session of Congress.

Ms. Bennett has been commissioned to write a new poem that she will read before the Congress.  She has titled this poem as America! America! What You Mean to Me, and she describes it as a “cleansing experience in the post-modern world.”

TO:
Senator Litz

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Foreign Journalists

Foreign journalists who were touring the United States and interviewing a wide variety of Americans have selected you as one of the “rising stars” in American politics.  According to articles published in Europe and Asia, you are viewed as a “skilled negotiator” who is “respected by members of both parties.”  In an article in a Spanish newspaper, you were praised as “one of the most intelligent members of the Senate, who will surely be a force in years to come.”


TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Senator Litz

Foreign journalists who were touring the United States and interviewing a wide variety of Americans have selected Senator Litz of Alaska as one of the “rising stars” in American politics.  

According to articles published in Europe and Asia, Litz is viewed as a “skilled negotiator” and is “respected by members of both parties.”  In an article in a Spanish newspaper, Litz was praised as “one of the most intelligent members of the Senate, who will surely be a force in years to come.”

