SCRIPT for SESSION #3
(large simulation)

Prior to the beginning of the session, you should distribute the first 12 pieces of correspondence into the mailboxes for the budget committees in each house.  This distribution of correspondence will go up through and include a memo to the Senate Budget Committee from the American Council on Budget Reform on the science, space and technology budget.

The session begins with a report from the media followed by two press conferences and an editorial.  One of the press conferences is from the Administration on an endangered fish and the other is from the Ku Klux Klan on the proposed museum.  The editorial is on the Frenzy drug.

When participants break up into work groups, tell them to check their mailboxes and begin their work on legislative and budgetary matters.

Start distributing other story line information at the rate of about one memo per half minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to individual legislators or the media.

Begin by giving the Administration and media memos on the Nigerian civil war.  Follow this with a meeting between Administration and the Border Patrol organization.  The media then receives memoranda on the defense, education and energy budgets.  This if followed by a meeting between Representative Unger (External Matters) and the CIA about a potential scandal.
The Administration, Speaker of the House, Majority Leader of the Senate and media are given memos regarding a demonstration against rising gas prices.  Senator Nunnelly and the media then receive memos on the bombing of proposed meeting site on a logging controversy.

At this point the Administration and media receive memos about the Frenzy drug.  The Administration then receives a disturbing memo about the Eritrean biofactory.  Then Administration and media get memos about more gay killings.  Then the media receives memos on the health and justice budgets.

After that the Administration and media receive memos about the hurricane as well as the Nigerian civil war.  Then the media receives memos about napkin art plus the science budget.

Near the end of the session, the Administration and media receive memos regarding the deteriorating situation in the Nigerian civil war.  Then, at the very end of the session, the Administration has a meeting on the Eritrean biofactory.
Press Conference

Administration 

“I would like to address the issue of the New England Flouter, an endangered species.

The U.S. and Canadian governments have worked out an arrangement that is consistent with the North Atlantic Coastal Fishing Treaty.  Each nation’s fishermen will be allowed to maintain their share of the catch (75% in the case of the U.S.) but they have to reduce the number of fish that they catch.  The negotiators have determined that if each side reduces their catch to 25% of last year’s level, then, the supply of Flouters will stabilize.  These restrictions will be in place for at least five years, at which time the restrictions could be extended for an additional five years if necessary.

I will be happy to take any questions.”

Press Conference

B. J. Straub, Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Straub)

The Klu Klux Klan condemns the announcement of Representative DeWitt to oppose construction of a KKK Museum in South Carolina.

We, at the Klan, believe that we have constitutionally guaranteed “freedom of speech” when we build the museum and convey the Klan’s message against race mixing.  Representative DeWitt is trying to subtly stop construction of the museum because it is not “politically correct.”

Representative DeWitt is a two-faced politician.  DeWitt talks a good game of preserving Southern traditions when it is election time.  However, the Representative is just a pawn for Northern liberals and Communists.”

We urge South Carolinians to remember how DeWitt turned on them when the next election comes along.  Just remember that DeWitt is an advocate of race-mixing and an enemy of the U.S. Constitution.

I will be happy to answer your questions.”

Editorial



Topeka Tattler Newspaper

(Simulation coordinator reads)

The federal government is dragging its feet on the growing problem of Frenzy use in the United States.  Yes, it is difficult to prove that federal laws have been broken since the problem is occurring at the local level.  However, there is no leadership coming from Washington D.C. on this matter.  There is just a lot of hot air.  Meanwhile, our citizens are being put in peril.  Where is government when you need it?  We definitely need to see action. 

Those who buy and sell Frenzy must be punished.  Those who manufacture and distribute it must be taken to task.  There must be a full court press by government on this issue.  It is time to put aside partisan differences and solve the problem.
TO: 
Members, House Budget Committee

FM:
Coalition for Defense Reform

RE:
Defense Budget

The Coalition for Defense Reform urges the President and Congress to continue downsizing the military and increasing military effectiveness.  A smaller and more technologically capable military is far more useful than a large and sprawling military establishment.

In years past, the military’s emphasis has been on bigger is better.  Consequently, the Defense Department was always in search of additional funding, and that only succeeded in wasting public resources.  You have probably heard the horror stories of the Defense Department paying exorbitant amounts for toilet seats and screwdrivers.  That was how the Pentagon wasted their money.

In the 1990s, the President and the Congress brought a halt to military waste by cutting military expenditures.  This literally forced the Defense Department to emphasize quality over quantity.

The results of this shift in military spending have been very good for America.  First, the military has become more effective, and that has been proven in recent U.S. military deployments.  Second, the money saved from excessive military spending has been diverted into other purposes that make more of a difference to the lives of Americans.

We urge that reform of the military continue again this year.  A modest 3% cut could easily be absorbed and would not compromise military strength.  The Defense Department would be forced to streamline more and reduce unnecessary expenses.

It is important that we keep up the pressure on the Pentagon.  The Defense Department must adopt an attitude that their role is to provide a cost-effective military.  They need to keep moving away from the attitude that they should be providing the best military that money can buy.  We can’t afford their idea of the best military that money can buy.

The glory days are over for the military.  They are no longer entitled to an annual handout from the public to support personnel and programs that have little impact on real military preparedness.

TO:
Members, House Budget Committee

FR:
The Conference for State and Local Governments

RE:
Education Budget

The Conference for State and Local Governments (CSLG) urges the President and Congress to show restraint with the proposed funding increase in the area of education.  We believe that increased federal funding will only further undermine what is appropriately a state and local function.  Also, this meddling with our educational system only results in higher costs, and never seems to produce better quality.

The Constitution is silent on the issue of education.  That is because it is one of those responsibilities that are “reserved” to the states.  If our Founding Fathers wanted to nationalize education, they would have included education among those national responsibilities listed in Article I Section 8 of the Constitution.  They didn’t add education to this list because they firmly believed that our country would be better off if each state and community evolved its own educational system.

When the federal government increases funding of education (or any state and local government program) it distorts priorities, so that the recipient ends up pursuing goals that are far different from those that would normally be pursued.  Educators end up being seduced by federal dollars and alter their missions so that they can stay on the dole.  Over time, the national government has used so-called federal aid to increasingly nationalize and homogenize our educational system.  And, this has been done to the detriment of our states and localities.

In the process of getting local educational institutions to jump on the bandwagon of whatever educational fad is fashionable at the moment, the national government has actually contributed to the decline of educational quality.  In fact as federal funds have increased for education, there has been a precipitous decline in reading, writing and math skills at all levels.  Our schools don’t need this kind of help.  

There are certainly better uses for federal funds.  Please avoid the temptation to dump more money into educational spending.  Use these hard-earned tax dollars to meet legitimate national government responsibilities, give a tax refund or reduce our deficit.

CSLG urges our national leaders to stop squandering money on state and local responsibilities and concentrate, instead, on the proper role for the national government.   In fact, the time is right to decrease funding of education in the national budget.

TO:
Members, House Budget Committee 

FR:
The National Association of Energy Producers

RE:
Energy Budget

The National Association of Energy Producers (NEEP) appeals to the President and Congress to respect the power of the free market to meet our energy needs, and to avoid interference through an ever-more-powerful Department of Energy.  The clearest way to stop these insane quick-fix solutions is to operate with restraint when funding the energy budget.

It should be remembered that energy companies in this country have literally provided the fuel that keeps America moving.  In addition to supplying the energy that keeps our homes and factories humming, conventional energy producers have been meeting the needs of America’s sophisticated transportation system.  Without the sustained efforts of energy producers, our country would still be back in the days of horses and carriages.

Americans have been rightfully demanding more energy to sustain their lifestyles of freedom and opportunity.  From morning to night, Americans rely on low-cost energy supplies to help them achieve their personal and collective potential.

What has made all this work is the power of the free market.  Because of the desire to earn reasonable profits, energy companies have explored for more coal, oil and natural gas.  As more producers increase exploration and production, the relative price of energy has dropped.  In fact, Americans have some of the lowest energy prices in the world.  That is all due to the power of the free market.

The worst approach to meeting our nation’s energy needs is to have the national government interfere with the marketplace.  And, that is exactly what will happen if the Department of Energy sets the agenda.  Under the so-called leadership of the Department of Energy, efforts will be made to conserve.  That, of course, will cause producers to reduce supplies and will drive up prices.  Moreover, any effort by the Department to promote alternative energy sources will not only drive up the cost to taxpayers.  It will also force conventional energy producers to cut their production, and higher prices will result for consumers.

Put simply, the advocates of conservation and alternative energy will only produce higher energy bills for Americans.  The only way to stop them and keep energy costs low, and supplies plentiful, is if decision-makers hold the line on the energy budget.  We are at a critical point in our nation’s history with regard to the energy issue.  Congress and the President should look before they leap and avoid making things worse.

TO:
Members, House Budget Committee

FR:
Citizens For Health Care Cost Control

RE:
Health Budget

Citizens for Health Care Cost Control urge the President and Congress to resist the temptation to continue increasing the Health budget.  For several years, the Health and Human Services budget has increased; this only escalated health care costs in this country.

Through the Medicaid program, the government has increased the demand for medical services and pushed up the price for everyone.  The Department of Health and Human Services has created a whole new class of patients who run to the doctor with every little illness.  They do so because they don’t have to pay the bill.  Conveniently, the taxpayers are asked to pay these bills and this has become a steady source of income for doctors.  Even though efforts have been made to limit payments to doctors, the doctors have responded by seeing even more patients about meaningless complaints just so the doctors can keep their income level up.

In addition, the department dumps billions of dollars into medical research and has thus lured competent doctors away from practice and into lucrative research positions.  Then these researchers take their knowledge to the drug companies and develop high-cost medicines.  And, these resulting treatment costs are much higher than they need to be, particularly since the government paid for the basic research.

The overall effect of the Department’s budget is to keep the cost of medical care high.  It does so by increasing demand for medical care and then pushing up the supplier cost of providing care.

Prior to the establishment of this department, health care costs were reasonable in the United States.  People went to the doctor when they really needed to and they got good care at a reasonable amount.

Today, the costs of health care have jumped dramatically.  Patients are not satisfied with this.  Employers are not satisfied. Doctors are not happy.  Insurance companies are hardly delighted.  Our current health care system is broken.

Pumping more money into the Health budget will only make the situation worse.

TO:
The House Budget Committee

FM:
The Justice Project

RE:
Federal Administration of Justice Budget

We urge that you resist efforts to pump additional funds into the national Administration of Justice budget.  This budget has been growing over time, and has more than kept up with legitimate needs.  Additional funding will only be counterproductive to the goal of justice, rewarding a bloated bureaucracy.

For several decades, America has been laboring under a myth, reinforced by crime shows on TV, that we are threatened by rampant lawlessness.  Unfortunately, the country has fallen prey to those scare tactics and authorized huge spending increases on what we call the “public safety bureaucracy.”

This bureaucracy was unable to turn around crime rates throughout the 1970s and 1980s.  So, in order to divert attention from its failings, it convinced decision makers to enact “tough” laws on drug offenders.  Consequently, this bureaucracy, armed with this anti-drug mandate, went out and arrested hundreds of thousands of drug users and put them in prisons.  

The public safety bureaucracy has not gotten rid of the sources of drugs or dealt with the underlying causes of drug use.  Rather, these “tough guys” have adopted a ridiculous “lock ‘em up” approach and created a situation of prison overcrowding.  They did this so that they could ask for even more money.

Money that is spent in the justice budget is not really going to create a more just society.  Rather, it is just building the careers of criminal justice professionals who use pubic paranoia about crime to spend more money on showplace projects.

If we were to decriminalize marijuana and treat addictive drugs as a public health issue, then, the public safety bureaucracy would have to concentrate on real crime problems.  The public safety bureaucracy fears it will have to deal with real crime.  Instead, this bureaucracy prefers to hire even more police officers and build more prisons.  And always, they keep convincing the public and the politicians that we are in a constant battle with crime.

Don’t pour any more money down this hole.  In fact, cut the justice budget so that this bureaucracy will be forced to turn its attention to the real criminal justice issues facing America.

TO:
Members, House Budget Committee

FM:
The American Conference for Budget Reform

RE:
Science, Space and Technology Budget

Our organization, the American Conference for Budget Reform (ACBR) represents taxpayers who believe that control over excess spending in the federal budget is the single most effective way of avoiding tax increases.  That desire to use the budget as a tool is why we are focusing on the science, space and technology budget this year.  We believe that it is a case in point of how expenditure programs, once in place, just keep growing and growing.

The science, space and technology budget has served its purpose, but it is now time for the government to move on to other priorities.  We are no longer in a “space race” with the former Soviet Union and there is no longer a need to spend billions of dollars to get to the moon or some other distant location.

It just doesn’t make sense to give grants to university scientists so that they can study the mating habits of fruit flies or the impact of regular exercise on those who are overweight.  Such projects are not worthy of government funding.  However, these are the kind of projects that get supported when the government has too much money on its hands.

The President and Congress need to realize that private companies will give us all the scientific and technological gains that we need if we let the system of free enterprise work.  And, we can do this by not distorting priorities through the bizarre system of handing out grants for research.  Also, we can free the forces of the private sector if we simply lower taxes and stop spending money on foolish government programs.

Our whole space program could, and should, be managed by private companies.  Businesses will use and improve space technology to help move goods and people to distant locations.  They will expand the launching of satellites to improve our communications options.  Private companies will be able to use the technology to explore other planets and extract their resources to help build a strong American economy.

This is not the time to just throw more money at the science, space and technology budget.  These funds can be spent better in other budget areas and the private sector is ready and willing to take over the legitimate scientific and technological projects.

We appeal to the President and Congress to show restraint when funding science, space and technology.  It is time that our leaders asked some hard questions about this spending.

TO: 
Members, Senate Budget Committee

FM:
Coalition for Defense Reform

RE:
Defense Budget

The Coalition for Defense Reform urges the President and Congress to continue downsizing the military and increasing military effectiveness.  A smaller and more technologically capable military is far more useful than a large and sprawling military establishment.

In years past, the military’s emphasis has been on bigger is better.  Consequently, the Defense Department was always in search of additional funding, and that only succeeded in wasting public resources.  You have probably heard the horror stories of the Defense Department paying exorbitant amounts for toilet seats and screwdrivers.  That was how the Pentagon wasted their money.

In the 1990s, the President and the Congress brought a halt to military waste by cutting military expenditures.  This literally forced the Defense Department to emphasize quality over quantity.

The results of this shift in military spending have been very good for America.  First, the military has become more effective, and that has been proven in recent U.S. military deployments.  Second, the money saved from excessive military spending has been diverted into other purposes that make more of a difference to the lives of Americans.

We urge that reform of the military continue again this year.  A modest 3% cut could easily be absorbed and would not compromise military strength.  The Defense Department would be forced to streamline more and reduce unnecessary expenses.

It is important that we keep up the pressure on the Pentagon.  The Defense Department must adopt an attitude that their role is to provide a cost-effective military.  They need to keep moving away from the attitude that they should be providing the best military that money can buy.  We can’t afford their idea of the best military that money can buy.

The glory days are over for the military.  They are no longer entitled to an annual handout from the public to support personnel and programs that have little impact on real military preparedness.

TO:
Members, Senate Budget Committee

FR:
The Conference for State and Local Governments

RE:
Education Budget

The Conference for State and Local Governments (CSLG) urges the President and Congress to show restraint with the proposed funding increase in the area of education.  We believe that increased federal funding will only further undermine what is appropriately a state and local function.  Also, this meddling with our educational system only results in higher costs, and never seems to produce better quality.

The Constitution is silent on the issue of education.  That is because it is one of those responsibilities that are “reserved” to the states.  If our Founding Fathers wanted to nationalize education, they would have included education among those national responsibilities listed in Article I Section 8 of the Constitution.  They didn’t add education to this list because they firmly believed that our country would be better off if each state and community evolved its own educational system.

When the federal government increases funding of education (or any state and local government program) it distorts priorities, so that the recipient ends up pursuing goals that are far different from those that would normally be pursued.  Educators end up being seduced by federal dollars and alter their missions so that they can stay on the dole.  Over time, the national government has used so-called federal aid to increasingly nationalize and homogenize our educational system.  And, this has been done to the detriment of our states and localities.

In the process of getting local educational institutions to jump on the bandwagon of whatever educational fad is fashionable at the moment, the national government has actually contributed to the decline of educational quality.  In fact as federal funds have increased for education, there has been a precipitous decline in reading, writing and math skills at all levels.  Our schools don’t need this kind of help.  

There are certainly better uses for federal funds.  Please avoid the temptation to dump more money into educational spending.  Use these hard-earned tax dollars to meet legitimate national government responsibilities, give a tax refund or reduce our deficit.

CSLG urges our national leaders to stop squandering money on state and local responsibilities and concentrate, instead, on the proper role for the national government.   In fact, the time is right to decrease funding of education in the national budget.

TO:
Members, Senate Budget Committee 

FR:
The National Association of Energy Producers

RE:
Energy Budget

The National Association of Energy Producers (NEEP) appeals to the President and Congress to respect the power of the free market to meet our energy needs, and to avoid interference through an ever-more-powerful Department of Energy.  The clearest way to stop these insane quick-fix solutions is to operate with restraint when funding the energy budget.

It should be remembered that energy companies in this country have literally provided the fuel that keeps America moving.  In addition to supplying the energy that keeps our homes and factories humming, conventional energy producers have been meeting the needs of America’s sophisticated transportation system.  Without the sustained efforts of energy producers, our country would still be back in the days of horses and carriages.

Americans have been rightfully demanding more energy to sustain their lifestyles of freedom and opportunity.  From morning to night, Americans rely on low-cost energy supplies to help them achieve their personal and collective potential.

What has made all this work is the power of the free market.  Because of the desire to earn reasonable profits, energy companies have explored for more coal, oil and natural gas.  As more producers increase exploration and production, the relative price of energy has dropped.  In fact, Americans have some of the lowest energy prices in the world.  That is all due to the power of the free market.

The worst approach to meeting our nation’s energy needs is to have the national government interfere with the marketplace.  And, that is exactly what will happen if the Department of Energy sets the agenda.  Under the so-called leadership of the Department of Energy, efforts will be made to conserve.  That, of course, will cause producers to reduce supplies and will drive up prices.  Moreover, any effort by the Department to promote alternative energy sources will not only drive up the cost to taxpayers.  It will also force conventional energy producers to cut their production, and higher prices will result for consumers.

Put simply, the advocates of conservation and alternative energy will only produce higher energy bills for Americans.  The only way to stop them and keep energy costs low, and supplies plentiful, is if decision-makers hold the line on the energy budget.  We are at a critical point in our nation’s history with regard to the energy issue.  Congress and the President should look before they leap and avoid making things worse.

TO:
Members, Senate Budget Committee

FR:
Citizens for Health Care Cost Control

RE:
Health Budget

Citizens for Health Care Cost Control urge the President and Congress to resist the temptation to continue increasing the Health budget.  For several years, the Health and Human Services budget has increased; this only escalated health care costs in this country.

Through the Medicaid program, the government has increased the demand for medical services and pushed up the price for everyone.  The Department of Health and Human Services has created a whole new class of patients who run to the doctor with every little illness.  They do so because they don’t have to pay the bill.  Conveniently, the taxpayers are asked to pay these bills and this has become a steady source of income for doctors.  Even though efforts have been made to limit payments to doctors, the doctors have responded by seeing even more patients about meaningless complaints just so the doctors can keep their income level up.

In addition, the department dumps billions of dollars into medical research and has thus lured competent doctors away from practice and into lucrative research positions.  Then these researchers take their knowledge to the drug companies and develop high cost medicines.  And, these resulting treatment costs are much higher than they need to be, particularly since the government paid for the basic research.

The overall effect of the Department’s budget is to keep the cost of medical care high.  It does so by increasing demand for medical care and then pushing up the supplier cost of providing care.

Prior to the establishment of this department, health care costs were reasonable in the United States.  People went to the doctor when they really needed to and they got good care at a reasonable amount.

Today, the costs of health care have jumped dramatically.  Patients are not satisfied with this.  Employers are not satisfied. Doctors are not happy.  Insurance companies are hardly delighted.  Our current health care system is broken.

Pumping more money into the Health budget will only make the situation worse.

TO:
The Senate Budget Committee

FM:
The Justice Project

RE:
Federal Administration of Justice Budget

We urge that you resist efforts to pump additional funds into the national Administration of Justice budget.  This budget has been growing over time, and has more than kept up with legitimate needs.  Additional funding will only be counterproductive to the goal of justice, rewarding a bloated bureaucracy.

For several decades, America has been laboring under a myth, reinforced by crime shows on TV, that we are threatened by rampant lawlessness.  Unfortunately, the country has fallen prey to those scare tactics and authorized huge spending increases on what we call the “public safety bureaucracy.”

This bureaucracy was unable to turn around crime rates throughout the 1970s and 1980s.  So, in order to divert attention from its failings, it convinced decision makers to enact “tough” laws on drug offenders.  Consequently, this bureaucracy, armed with this anti-drug mandate, went out and arrested hundreds of thousands of drug users and put them in prisons.  

The public safety bureaucracy has not gotten rid of the sources of drugs or dealt with the underlying causes of drug use.  Rather, these “tough guys” have adopted a ridiculous “lock ‘em up” approach and created a situation of prison overcrowding.  They did this so that they could ask for even more money.

Money that is spent in the justice budget is not really going to create a more just society.  Rather, it is just building the careers of criminal justice professionals who use pubic paranoia about crime to spend more money on showplace projects.

If we were to decriminalize marijuana and treat addictive drugs as a public health issue, then, the public safety bureaucracy would have to concentrate on real crime problems.  The public safety bureaucracy fears it will have to deal with real crime.  Instead, this bureaucracy prefers to hire even more police officers and build more prisons.  And always, they keep convincing the public and the politicians that we are in a constant battle with crime.

Don’t pour any more money down this hole.  In fact, cut the justice budget so that this bureaucracy will be forced to turn its attention to the real criminal justice issues facing America.

TO:
Members, Senate Budget Committee

FM:
The American Conference for Budget Reform

RE:
Science, Space and Technology Budget

Our organization, the American Conference for Budget Reform (ACBR) represents taxpayers who believe that control over excess spending in the federal budget is the single most effective way of avoiding tax increases.  That desire to use the budget as a tool is why we are focusing on the science, space and technology budget this year.  We believe that it is a case in point of how expenditure programs, once in place, just keep growing and growing.

The science, space and technology budget has served its purpose, but it is now time for the government to move on to other priorities.  We are no longer in a “space race” with the former Soviet Union and there is no longer a need to spend billions of dollars to get to the moon or some other distant location.

It just doesn’t make sense to give grants to university scientists so that they can study the mating habits of fruit flies or the impact of regular exercise on those who are overweight.  Such projects are not worthy of government funding.  However, these are the kind of projects that get supported when the government has too much money on its hands.

The President and Congress need to realize that private companies will give us all the scientific and technological gains that we need if we let the system of free enterprise work.  And, we can do this by not distorting priorities through the bizarre system of handing out grants for research.  Also, we can free the forces of the private sector if we simply lower taxes and stop spending money on foolish government programs.

Our whole space program could, and should, be managed by private companies.  Businesses will use and improve space technology to help move goods and people to distant locations.  They will expand the launching of satellites to improve our communications options.  Private companies will be able to use the technology to explore other planets and extract their resources to help build a strong American economy.

This is not the time to just throw more money at the science, space and technology budget.  These funds can be spent better in other budget areas and the private sector is ready and willing to take over the legitimate scientific and technological projects.

We appeal to the President and Congress to show restraint when funding science, space and technology.  It is time that our leaders asked some hard questions about this spending.

T0:      The President
FR:
Council of Economic Advisors

RE:
Gasoline Prices

Gasoline prices at the pump have increased a total of 50% since the Nigerian political system entered into its latest round of political instability.  It is expected that prices will continue to rise at this rate until the oil fields in Nigeria are made safe against attacks.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Gasoline Prices

Gasoline prices at the pump have increased a total of 50% since the Nigerian political system entered into its latest round of political instability.  It is expected that prices will continue to rise at this rate until the oil fields in Nigeria are made safe against attacks.

Meeting

Representative(s) of President and Andy Garcia, Border Patrol Officer

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Garcia)

Prior to this meeting, the President should be reminded that Ronald Reagan fired Air Traffic controllers when they engaged in a strike.  Note that this is not exactly the same; but it does come close.

The actual meeting could go in many different directions and could end up with the President firing those participating in the “sickout” and bringing in the army to guard the borders.

Or, Garcia can be rigid at first, and then agree to some of the terms of the government.  The emphasis should be on testing the negotiating skills of the administration.

TO: 
Media

FM:
Coalition for Defense Reform

RE:
Defense Budget

The Coalition for Defense Reform urges the President and Congress to continue downsizing the military and increasing military effectiveness.  A smaller and more technologically capable military is far more useful than a large and sprawling military establishment.

In years past, the military’s emphasis has been on bigger is better.  Consequently, the Defense Department was always in search of additional funding, and that only succeeded in wasting public resources.  You have probably heard the horror stories of the Defense Department paying exorbitant amounts for toilet seats and screwdrivers.  That was how the Pentagon wasted their money.

In the 1990s, the President and the Congress brought a halt to military waste by cutting military expenditures.  This literally forced the Defense Department to emphasize quality over quantity.

The results of this shift in military spending have been very good for America.  First, the military has become more effective, and that has been proven in recent U.S. military deployments.  Second, the money saved from excessive military spending has been diverted into other purposes that make more of a difference to the lives of Americans.

We urge that reform of the military continue again this year.  A modest 3% cut could easily be absorbed and would not compromise military strength.  The Defense Department would be forced to streamline more and reduce unnecessary expenses.

It is important that we keep up the pressure on the Pentagon.  The Defense Department must adopt an attitude that their role is to provide a cost-effective military.  They need to keep moving away from the attitude that they should be providing the best military that money can buy.  We can’t afford their idea of the best military that money can buy.

The glory days are over for the military.  They are no longer entitled to an annual handout from the public to support personnel and programs that have little impact on real military preparedness.

TO:
The Media

FR:
The Conference for State and Local Governments

RE:
Education Budget

The Conference for State and Local Governments (CSLG) urges the President and Congress to show restraint with the proposed funding increase in the area of education.  We believe that increased federal funding will only further undermine what is appropriately a state and local function.  Also, this meddling with our educational system only results in higher costs, and never seems to produce better quality.

The Constitution is silent on the issue of education.  That is because it is one of those responsibilities that are “reserved” to the states.  If our Founding Fathers wanted to nationalize education, they would have included education among those national responsibilities listed in Article I Section 8 of the Constitution.  They didn’t add education to this list because they firmly believed that our country would be better off if each state and community evolved its own educational system.

When the federal government increases funding of education (or any state and local government program) it distorts priorities, so that the recipient ends up pursuing goals that are far different from those that would normally be pursued.  Educators end up being seduced by federal dollars and alter their missions so that they can stay on the dole.  Over time, the national government has used so-called federal aid to increasingly nationalize and homogenize our educational system.  And, this has been done to the detriment of our states and localities.

In the process of getting local educational institutions to jump on the bandwagon of whatever educational fad is fashionable at the moment, the national government has actually contributed to the decline of educational quality.  In fact as federal funds have increased for education, there has been a precipitous decline in reading, writing and math skills at all levels.  Our schools don’t need this kind of help.  

There are certainly better uses for federal funds.  Please avoid the temptation to dump more money into educational spending.  Use these hard-earned tax dollars to meet legitimate national government responsibilities, give a tax refund or reduce our deficit.

CSLG urges our national leaders to stop squandering money on state and local responsibilities and concentrate, instead, on the proper role for the national government.   In fact, the time is right to decrease funding of education in the national budget.

TO:
The Media 

FR:
The National Association of Energy Producers

RE:
Energy Budget

The National Association of Energy Producers (NEEP) appeals to the President and Congress to respect the power of the free market to meet our energy needs, and to avoid interference through an ever-more-powerful Department of Energy.  The clearest way to stop these insane quick-fix solutions is to operate with restraint when funding the energy budget.

It should be remembered that energy companies in this country have literally provided the fuel that keeps America moving.  In addition to supplying the energy that keeps our homes and factories humming, conventional energy producers have been meeting the needs of America’s sophisticated transportation system.  Without the sustained efforts of energy producers, our country would still be back in the days of horses and carriages.

Americans have been rightfully demanding more energy to sustain their lifestyles of freedom and opportunity.  From morning to night, Americans rely on low-cost energy supplies to help them achieve their personal and collective potential.

What has made all this work is the power of the free market.  Because of the desire to earn reasonable profits, energy companies have explored for more coal, oil and natural gas.  As more producers increase exploration and production, the relative price of energy has dropped.  In fact, Americans have some of the lowest energy prices in the world.  That is all due to the power of the free market.

The worst approach to meeting our nation’s energy needs is to have the national government interfere with the marketplace.  And, that is exactly what will happen if the Department of Energy sets the agenda.  Under the so-called leadership of the Department of Energy, efforts will be made to conserve.  That, of course, will cause producers to reduce supplies and will drive up prices.  Moreover, any effort by the Department to promote alternative energy sources will not only drive up the cost to taxpayers.  It will also force conventional energy producers to cut their production, and higher prices will result for consumers.

Put simply, the advocates of conservation and alternative energy will only produce higher energy bills for Americans.  The only way to stop them and keep energy costs low, and supplies plentiful, is if decision-makers hold the line on the energy budget.  We are at a critical point in our nation’s history with regard to the energy issue.  Congress and the President should look before they leap and avoid making things worse.

Meeting

Representative Unger and CIA Director Milbrath

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Milbrath)

The CIA Director listens to Unger’s question about whether the CIA used the XCHANGE organization as part of its spy operation in foreign countries.

The Director neither confirms nor denies CIA involvement with XCHANGE.  The CIA Director says that (s)he does not intend to divulge CIA operational information out of fear that such information could become public, exposing CIA operations and endangering personnel.  The only way that the CIA normally provides such information is before a closed session of an investigating committee, The House External Matters Committee.

The CIA Director suggests that the Representative simply deny CIA involvement with XCHANGE if asked by the press.  The Director of the CIA would answer any press questions with a “no comment.”

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Demonstrations

Over 1,000 people participated in a demonstration this morning outside the White House and Congress.  The protestors were expressing their concerns about rising gasoline prices.

Demonstrators carried signs complaining about government inaction on this issue.  One of the signs said “Our gas prices are rising while our politicians are sleeping.”  Another sign pleaded with Congress and the President to “Stop the Gas Price increases.  Do it now.”

TO:
Speaker of the House

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Demonstrations

Over 1,000 people participated in a demonstration this morning outside the White House and Congress.  The protestors were expressing their concerns about rising gasoline prices.

Demonstrators carried signs complaining about government inaction on this issue.  One of the signs said “Our gas prices are rising while our politicians are sleeping.”  Another sign pleaded with Congress and the President to “Stop the Gas Price increases.  Do it now.”

TO:
Majority Leader of the Senate

FR:
Your Staff

RE:
Demonstrations

Over 1,000 people participated in a demonstration this morning outside the White House and Congress.  The protestors were expressing their concerns about rising gasoline prices.

Demonstrators carried signs complaining about government inaction on this issue.  One of the signs said “Our gas prices are rising while our politicians are sleeping.”  Another sign pleaded with Congress and the President to “Stop the Gas Price increases.  Do it now.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Demonstrations

Over 1,000 people participated in a demonstration this morning outside the White House and Congress.  The protestors were expressing their concerns about rising gasoline prices.

Demonstrators carried signs complaining about government inaction on this issue.  One of the signs said “Our gas prices are rising while our politicians are sleeping.”  Another sign pleaded with Congress and the President to “Stop the Gas Price increases.  Do it now.”

TO:
Senator Nunnelly

FR:
General Sources

RE:
Bombing of Katahdin High Auditorium

Last night, a bomb was set off at the Katahdin High School Auditorium.  The building’s janitor, Richard Hopkins, was seriously injured in the blast.  Hopkins was working in a hallway that was just outside of the auditorium.

Police suspect that the bombing took place to prevent a public hearing on a proposal that would allow the logging industry to set up operations in the Baxter State Park in north central Maine.  Police Chief Samuel Leete would not speculate about who might be responsible for the bombing; however, Leete did say,  “It sure looks like somebody wanted to interfere with that public hearing.”

Officials with the Bureau of Parks and Lands say that the hearing has been postponed to such time that the security of participants can be guaranteed.  Some suggest that the hearing may ultimately be moved to Augusta, the State Capitol, where there is more protection.  However, it is feared that the new location would reduce attendance and participation by those individuals who reside near the Baxter State Park.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Bombing of Katahdin High Auditorium

Last night, a bomb was set off at the Katahdin High School Auditorium.  The building’s janitor, Richard Hopkins, was seriously injured in the blast.  Hopkins was working in a hallway that was just outside of the auditorium.

Police suspect that the bombing took place to prevent a public hearing on a proposal that would allow the logging industry to set up operations in the Baxter State Park in north central Maine.  Police Chief Samuel Leete would not speculate about who might be responsible for the bombing; however, Leete did say,  “It sure looks like somebody wanted to interfere with that public hearing.”

It had been rumored that Senator Nunnelly from Maine had planned to travel from Washington D.C. to attend the hearing.  It was anticipated that Nunnelly had planned to propose a compromise on the logging plans.

Officials with the Bureau of Parks and Lands say that the hearing has been postponed to such time that the security of participants can be guaranteed.  Some suggest that the hearing may ultimately be moved to Augusta, the State Capitol, where there is more protection.  However, it is feared that the new location would reduce attendance and participation by those individuals who reside near the Baxter State Park.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Frenzy

Three violent deaths have occurred recently as a result of the use of Frenzy, the designer drug.  A 20-year-old woman in New Jersey jumped out of a college dorm room to her death a half-hour after taking Frenzy.  An 18-year-old male in Chicago drove his car into the wall of an expressway underpass after a high-speed trip down the highway.  He got in his car 45 minutes after taking Frenzy at a suburban party.  A 19-year-old male took Frenzy, climbed an electric power pole and was electrocuted after he jumped into the wires.  None of these cases was ruled to be a suicide.  Rather, the victims developed a false and unrealistic sense of self-confidence after taking Frenzy.

We recommend that you establish an interagency task force at the federal level that can coordinate national government efforts to eradicate this drug.  You can also order federal agencies to step up cooperative efforts with state and local law enforcement officials in this area.  It would probably be a good idea for you, or someone from your administration, to either hold a press conference or to give an interview with the press about the Frenzy issue.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Frenzy

Three violent deaths have occurred recently as a result of the use of Frenzy, the designer drug.  A 20-year-old woman in New Jersey jumped out of a college dorm room to her death a half hour after taking Frenzy.  An 18-year-old male in Chicago drove his car into the wall of an expressway underpass after a high-speed trip down the highway.  He got in his car 45 minutes after taking Frenzy at a suburban party.  A 19-year-old male took Frenzy, climbed an electric power pole and was electrocuted after he jumped into the wires.  

None of these cases was ruled as a suicide.  Rather, the victims developed a false and unrealistic sense of self-confidence after taking Frenzy.

TO:
The President

FR:
Director, Central Intelligence Agency

RE:
Eritrea

We have clear evidence that containers are being brought into the Libyan factory, and these containers are appropriate for making biological weapons.  Our spy satellite photographed these containers during the daytime as trucks were being loaded and these trucks were then driven to a factory.  The trucks were unloaded during the night at the factory location.

These cylindrical containers were manufactured in the old Soviet Union, and were specifically designed for making biological materials for mass destruction.  Teams of Eritrean scientists are probably waiting for the containers to be installed and to receive the raw materials that will be used for constructing biological weapons.

The CIA urges that you ask the U.S. State Department to open discussions about this matter.  State Department officials can tell the Eritrean that we have photographic evidence that a factory is being constructed and this factory may be capable of making biological weapons.  The State Department should insist upon inspections of this factory.  The Eritreans must open these facilities to U.S. arms inspectors or inspectors from some neutral country like Switzerland.

If you prefer, you could summon the unofficial Eritrean representative and confront the representative with the evidence.  You, or some top official in your administration, could ask for inspections of the factory.

TO:
The President

FR:
The Federal Bureau of Investigation

RE:
Attack on Homosexuals

A nightclub frequented by homosexuals was bombed last night in Portland, Oregon.  Three men were killed in the blast and twenty-two men were injured.  Following the bombing, the police were told to go to a phone booth near the blast site for information about the bombing.  Police found an envelope that contained a one-sentence message: “The wages of sin are death.”  Police suspect that this might be a copycat crime against homosexuals.  The recent murder of two homosexual men in New York City was also accompanied by the message “The wages of sin are death.”

The FBI has run an analysis of the messages in both attacks.  These messages were printed on the same inexpensive ink jet printer, although paper stock and brand of ink was very different in the two cases.  The FBI has identified the type of printer and concluded that the ink cartridges were changed between the two attacks and different paper stock was used, probably to disguise the fact that two documents were printed at the same location.

Although the Bureau knows that the same printer was used for the messages, there is no way to trace the printer, the paper or ink because they are so common.  In case there is any arrest, we certainly will be able to match evidence to the printer.  However, we are far from any arrest.

The Bureau is going to contend that these are copycat crimes, and that there is no relationship between them.  This will give the perpetrators the feeling that their deception of different ink cartridges and different paper has worked.  This may invite the perpetrators to be even more careless.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Attack on Homosexuals

A nightclub frequented by homosexuals was bombed last night in Portland, Oregon.  Three men were killed in the blast and twenty-two men were injured.  Following the bombing, the police were told to go to a phone booth near the blast site for information about the bombing.  Police found an envelope that contained a one-sentence message: “The wages of sin are death.”  Police suspect that this might be a copycat crime against homosexuals.  The recent murder of two homosexual men in New York City was also accompanied by the message “The wages of sin are death.”

TO:
Media

FR:
Citizens For Health Care Cost Control

RE:
Health Budget

Citizens for Health Care Cost Control urge the President and Congress to resist the temptation to continue increasing the Health budget.  For several years, the Health and Human Services budget has increased; this only escalated health care costs in this country.

Through the Medicaid program, the government has increased the demand for medical services and pushed up the price for everyone.  The Department of Health and Human Services has created a whole new class of patients who run to the doctor with every little illness.  They do so because they don’t have to pay the bill.  Conveniently, the taxpayers are asked to pay these bills and this has become a steady source of income for doctors.  Even though efforts have been made to limit payments to doctors, the doctors have responded by seeing even more patients about meaningless complaints just so the doctors can keep their income level up.

In addition, the department dumps billions of dollars into medical research and has thus lured competent doctors away from practice and into lucrative research positions.  Then these researchers take their knowledge to the drug companies and develop high-cost medicines.  And, these resulting treatment costs are much higher than they need to be, particularly since the government paid for the basic research.

The overall effect of the Department’s budget is to keep the cost of medical care high.  It does so by increasing demand for medical care and then pushing up the supplier cost of providing care.

Prior to the establishment of this department, health care costs were reasonable in the United States.  People went to the doctor when they really needed to and they got good care at a reasonable amount.

Today, the costs of health care have jumped dramatically.  Patients are not satisfied with this.  Employers are not satisfied. Doctors are not happy.  Insurance companies are hardly delighted.  Our current health care system is broken.

Pumping more money into the Health budget will only make the situation worse.

TO:
Media

FM:
The Justice Project

RE:
Federal Administration of Justice Budget

We urge that you resist efforts to pump additional funds into the national Administration of Justice budget.  This budget has been growing over time, and has more than kept up with legitimate needs.  Additional funding will only be counterproductive to the goal of justice, rewarding a bloated bureaucracy.

For several decades, America has been laboring under a myth, reinforced by crime shows on TV, that we are threatened by rampant lawlessness.  Unfortunately, the country has fallen prey to those scare tactics and authorized huge spending increases on what we call the “public safety bureaucracy.”

This bureaucracy was unable to turn around crime rates throughout the 1970s and 1980s.  So, in order to divert attention from its failings, it convinced decision makers to enact “tough” laws on drug offenders.  Consequently, this bureaucracy, armed with this anti-drug mandate, went out and arrested hundreds of thousands of drug users and put them in prisons.  

The public safety bureaucracy has not gotten rid of the sources of drugs or dealt with the underlying causes of drug use.  Rather, these “tough guys” have adopted a ridiculous “lock ‘em up” approach and created a situation of prison overcrowding.  They did this so that they could ask for even more money.

Money that is spent in the justice budget is not really going to create a more just society.  Rather, it is just building the careers of criminal justice professionals who use pubic paranoia about crime to spend more money on showplace projects.

If we were to decriminalize marijuana and treat addictive drugs as a public health issue, then, the public safety bureaucracy would have to concentrate on real crime problems.  The public safety bureaucracy fears it will have to deal with real crime.  Instead, this bureaucracy prefers to hire even more police officers and build more prisons.  And always, they keep convincing the public and the politicians that we are in a constant battle with crime.

Don’t pour any more money down this hole.  In fact, cut the justice budget so that this bureaucracy will be forced to turn its attention to the real criminal justice issues facing America.

TO:
The President

FR:
National Weather Service

RE:
Cuba

Hurricane Faye has devastated much of the Island of Cuba.  Havana was hit the hardest.  It is estimated that there are billions of dollars of property damage, and about 75 people have lost their lives.  The International Red Cross has sent in representatives to provide assistance.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Weather Service

RE:
Cuba

Hurricane Faye has devastated much of the Island of Cuba.  Havana was hit the hardest.  It is estimated that there are billions of dollars of property damage and about 75 people have lost their lives.  The International Red Cross has sent in representatives to provide assistance.

TO:
The President

FR:
Sidney Arlette, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations

RE:
Introduction of British Resolution on Nigeria

The British have introduced the resolution on sending in negotiators and a peacekeeping force to secure the oil fields in the Niger River Delta.  The negotiators would try to end the civil war.  The peacekeeping force would keep the oil fields safe while the Nigerians have an opportunity to work out their problems.

It looks as if the resolution has a good chance of passage.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Introduction of British Resolution on Nigeria

The British have introduced the resolution on sending in negotiators and a peacekeeping force to secure the oil fields in the Niger River Delta.  The negotiators would try to end the civil war.  The peacekeeping force would keep the oil fields safe while the Nigerians have an opportunity to work out their problems.

It looks as if the resolution has a good chance of passage.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Celebrity Napkin Art

Bob Young, a waiter and artist, is holding a second art show in New York City on “Celebrity Napkin Art.”  Mr. Young will continue to display napkins that have been used by celebrities who have dined at the swank Futuro Café, where Young works as a waiter in the evenings.  These napkins contain food stains that Young insists tell dramatic stories about the celebrities.  The waiter-artist continues to claim that he purchases replacements for the napkins that he used in the show.

This second Celebrity Napkin Art show will take place at the Maggie Ballistic Art Gallery on Fifth Avenue.  The show is scheduled to run for at least the next two weeks.  Young’s work has captured the attention of the New York Arts community.  The earlier show at the David Derange Art Gallery even drew visitors from California, who were fascinated by Young’s bold approach to art.  

Young plans to feature stained napkins from the Rolling Stones.  The aging rock band had eaten at the Futuro Café last year, where they had a wide range of appetizers, main courses and desserts.  Young claims that the Stones exhibit summarizes the “evolution of this group over the years.”  Mick Jagger, the leader of the Rolling Stones says that “we resent the fact that this so-called artist is trying to make money off napkin stains from a second-rate meal.”

TO:
The Media

FM:
The American Conference for Budget Reform

RE:
Science, Space and Technology Budget

Our organization, the American Conference for Budget Reform (ACBR) represents taxpayers who believe that control over excess spending in the federal budget is the single most effective way of avoiding tax increases.  That desire to use the budget as a tool is why we are focusing on the science, space and technology budget this year.  We believe that it is a case in point of how expenditure programs, once in place, just keep growing and growing.

The science, space and technology budget has served its purpose, but it is now time for the government to move on to other priorities.  We are no longer in a “space race” with the former Soviet Union and there is no longer a need to spend billions of dollars to get to the moon or some other distant location.

It just doesn’t make sense to give grants to university scientists so that they can study the mating habits of fruit flies or the impact of regular exercise on those who are overweight.  Such projects are not worthy of government funding.  However, these are the kind of projects that get supported when the government has too much money on its hands.

The President and Congress need to realize that private companies will give us all the scientific and technological gains that we need if we let the system of free enterprise work.  And, we can do this by not distorting priorities through the bizarre system of handing out grants for research.  Also, we can free the forces of the private sector if we simply lower taxes and stop spending money on foolish government programs.

Our whole space program could, and should, be managed by private companies.  Businesses will use and improve space technology to help move goods and people to distant locations.  They will expand the launching of satellites to improve our communications options.  Private companies will be able to use the technology to explore other planets and extract their resources to help build a strong American economy.

This is not the time to just throw more money at the science, space and technology budget.  These funds can be spent better in other budget areas and the private sector is ready and willing to take over the legitimate scientific and technological projects.

We appeal to the President and Congress to show restraint when funding science, space and technology.  It is time that our leaders asked some hard questions about this spending.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Nigerian Civil War

The death count in the Nigerian Civil War is mounting as the conflict becomes more intense.  At this point, over a thousand people a day are dying from wounds or starvation, and the death rate is increasing at an even faster rate than the price increases in gasoline.

Most of the deaths are a result of the actions of the Nigerian army and most of the fatalities are among the Ogoni in the southeast; but there are also government attacks against Yorubas in the southwest, as well as the Hausa-Fulanis in the north.

Aside from the Ogoni, the rest of the Ibo population in the southeast has been untouched by the government’s attacks.  This is probably the case because the military is still mostly made up of Ibos.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Nigerian Civil War

The death count in the Nigerian Civil War is mounting as the conflict becomes more intense.  At this point, over a thousand people a day are dying from wounds or starvation, and the death rate is increasing at an even faster rate than the price increases in gasoline.

Most of the deaths are a result of the actions of the Nigerian army and most of the fatalities are among the Ogoni in the southeast; but there are also government attacks against Yorubas in the southwest, as well as the Hausa-Fulanis in the north.

Aside from the Ogoni, the rest of the Ibo population in the southeast has been untouched by the government’s attacks.  This is probably the case because the military is still mostly made up of Ibos.

MEETING (at the very end of the session)

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the other identity)

If the State Department Met With Eritrea

The State Department Official (the simulation coordinator or surrogate) informs the administration that Eritrea seemed surprised at the U.S. charges, and assured the State Department that this was all a misunderstanding.  Eritrea expressed the desire to have peaceful relations with the U.S., and would certainly consider the American request for inspection of the Keren installation.

If the Eritrean Ambassador was summoned

Mansur Omar, the Eritrean Ambassador, (the simulation coordinator or surrogate) listens and then informs the administration that Eritrea is surprised at the U.S. charges, and assures the administration that this is all a misunderstanding.  The Eritrean Ambassador expresses the desire to have peaceful relations with the U.S., and indicates that the Eritrea government will consider the American request for inspection of the Keren installation.

