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Background: Elections and Voting in Mississippi

● Red, non-battleground state

● Historically low turnout
○ Youth turnout even lower

● Limited institutional capacity

● Limited outreach to young voters

● Barriers to participation
○ Paper-based registration 

○ Excuse-absentee with notary requirement





Goal: Building Capacity for Student Engagement and Participation 







Highlights

● Peer-to-peer outreach & engagement

● Student-led public facing work

● Student-election officials’ interaction

● Foundations for institutional buy in & resources



Lowlights

● Limited interest from EOs to engage locally

● Limited interest from MSU to invest 

● Inter-partner competition to “claim” success

● Institutional barriers hard to overcome

○ USPS delays for mailed registration forms

○ Providing assistance to students to request absentee ballots



Lessons for the classroom 

● Integrating civic engagement into your class: 

○ Is fun

○ Is empowering

○ It enhances student learning

○ It builds norms about what a civically engaged campus should look like

● Combining academic - reflection assignments builds better skills:

○ Connects abstract with applied
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Raising awareness about what happens on the backend of elections


