APSA Presidential Task Force on Rethinking Political Science Education. 2024. Rethinking
Political Science Education. American Political Science Association.

* Content Learning Objectives focus on the broad topics that distinguish Political Science from
other social science disciplines, bridging the subfields. The perspectives of different communities
and competing lenses are inherent in each of these elements.

Regarding content of the discipline, Political Science students will be able to:

1. Describe and apply key concepts used to study political institutions, processes, and

actors in a variety of settings.

2. Explain and evaluate diverse theoretical and disciplinary approaches to the sources,
ethical distribution, and uses of power.

3. Explain, apply, and evaluate approaches and theories (such as empirical, normative,
critical) that address political phenomena.

4. Explain and evaluate the effectiveness and ethics of different strategies of civic

engagement at the local, regional, national, and global levels.

* Skill Learning Objectives recognize the need for students to be able to adapt to a rapidly
changing job market, prepare students to be citizens in a democratic society, and equip students
for a variety of future pathways.

With respect to skills, Political Science students will demonstrate an ability to:

1. Analyze political phenomena and critique arguments in a theoretically and
empirically informed manner.

2. Engage as citizens through problem solving, collective action, and collaborative
decision making at all levels from local to global.

3. Identify, evaluate, properly use, and cite verifiable sources of evidence.

4 Engage thoughtfully and respectfully with competing values and perspectives.
5. Use qualitative and quantitative methods effectively and appropriately.

6 Communicate effectively in written and verbal modes to a variety of audiences.

* Value Learning Objectives respond to the question for what purpose is the acquisition of
political knowledge and politically relevant skills?

Demonstrate an understanding of civic dispositions conducive to democratic
involvement.



