Overview Of Story Lines, Press Conferences & Meetings

The Game of Politics( 2023-24 A

Depending on simulation length, there are 6-18 Story Lines from the following legislative matters: Family Leave, Interest Income, Gender Testing, Minimum Wage, Military Draft, Military Robots, Alcohol Litigation, Home Ownership, Family Programs, Civilian Targets, Import Fetuses, National Lottery, Campaign Finance, Foreign Assistance, Ammunition Tax, Highway Improvements, Base Closings and Auto Insurance.  There are also Story Lines on the following budgetary items: Agriculture, Deficit, Energy, Health, Justice and Science.

Depending on simulation size and length, there are 1-12 Story Lines about constituency service matters on a disability claim, an e-business center, a nutritional counseling center, help with a Green Card, stopping an airport expansion, creating inexpensive energy, a constituent’s birthday, a weather tracking station, a minimum-security prison, an honorable discharge, Naval Academy admission and a wine festival.  Depending on simulation length, there are Story Line distractions on an initiation scandal and a missing pop star.

Depending on simulation length, there are 3-6 Story Lines on domestic matters including lease-only car distribution, birth defects linked to environmental pollution, the bombing of African American churches, changes in radio broadcasting, a California earthquake, and the plight of family farms plus another 3-6 Story Lines on international matters ranging from missing biological weapons material in central Asia, ethnic cleansing in Brazil, Chinese consumerism linked to world inflation, nuclear energy in Cuba, controversial American marketing practices and a struggle between India and Pakistan.

Depending on simulation length, there are 1-3 executive wildcards on a controversial ambassadorial appointment, an attempt on President’s life and difficult decision over a base closing.  There will also be 1-6 legislative wildcards on reelection problems, the arrest of a staff member, a possible cabinet appointment, a possible scandal, a niece who becomes an embarrassment and a Representative who writes a bestselling book.

This overview organizes the Story Lines by simulation size, type and the point where a Story Line is introduced.  In individual sessions of the simulation, however, the Story Lines are intermingled to be more realistic and to disguise this pattern of organization.

In addition, this overview also includes a Press Conference and Meeting Planner that shows you when press conferences and meetings occur for all twelve sessions as well as what the press conferences and meetings are about.  This planner can be used to determine how many surrogates might be recruited for a particular session.

	
	SMALL SIMULATION (21-30 participants)  



	BILLS

(2 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

111 Family Leave, 118 Interest Income, 121 Gender Testing, 123 Minimum Wage, 140 Military Draft and 149 Military Robots

Beginning Session 4

171 Alcohol Litigation, 172 Home Ownership, 189 Family Programs, 197 Civilian Targets, 200 Import Fetuses and 208 National Lottery

Beginning Session 7

232 Campaign Finance, 239 Foreign Assistance, 244 Ammunition Tax, 267 Highway Improvements, 269 Base Closings and 276 Auto Insurance

	BUDGET

(3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

Agriculture, Deficit, Energy, Health, Justice and Science

	CONSTITUENCY

(1-2 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

Representative Yarmolinski helps a constituent with a disability claim

Beginning Session 4

Representative Gomez helps an immigrant get a Green Card

Beginning Session 7

Senator Avery helps celebrate a constituent’s birthday

Beginning Session 10

Senator Eubank helps a soldier get an honorable discharge

	DISTRACTIONS

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

An initiation scandal develops at the Naval Academy

Beginning Session 7

An aging pop star turns up missing

	DOMESTIC

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) The auto industry moves to lease-only car distribution

2) Birth defects are linked to environmental pollution

3) African American churches are bombed

Beginning Session 7
1) A revolution takes place in radio broadcasting

2) An earthquake hits California

3) Family farms are in trouble

	FOREIGN/MIL

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) Biological weapons material is missing in central Asia

2) Ethnic cleansing takes place in Brazil

3) Chinese consumerism results in economic problems

Beginning Session 7

1) Cuba seeks to get inexpensive nuclear energy

2) Americans are accused of being the merchants of death

3) The struggle between India and Pakistan over Kashmir heats up

	WILDCARDS/EXEC

(1-3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

An ambassadorial appointment becomes controversial

Beginning Session 5

An attempt on the life of the President

Beginning Session 9

A difficult decision over a base closing

	WILDCARDS/LEG

(1-3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 2

Representative Williams seeks new opportunities

Beginning Session 8

Senator Reese faces a possible scandal


	
	MEDIUM SIMULATION (31-45 participants)

	BILLS

(2 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

111 Family Leave, 118 Interest Income, 121 Gender Testing, 123 Minimum Wage, 140 Military Draft and 149 Military Robots

Beginning Session 4

171 Alcohol Litigation, 172 Home Ownership, 189 Family Programs, 197 Civilian Targets, 200 Import Fetuses and 208 National Lottery

Beginning Session 7

232 Campaign Finance, 239 Foreign Assistance, 244 Ammunition Tax, 267 Highway Improvements, 269 Base Closings and 276 Auto Insurance

	BUDGET

(3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

Agriculture, Deficit, Energy, Health, Justice and Science

	CONSTITUENCY

(1-2 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) Representative Yarmolinski helps a constituent with a disability claim

2) Representative Ferguson tries to get an e-business center built in the district

Beginning Session 4

1) Representative Gomez helps an immigrant get a Green Card

2) Senator Olney tries to stop airport expansion in the district

Beginning Session 7

1) Senator Avery helps celebrate a constituent’s birthday

2) Representative Jackson tries to get a weather tracking station built in the district

Beginning Session 10

1) Senator Eubank helps a soldier get an honorable discharge

2) Representative Zarkasian tries to get a constituent into the Naval Academy

	DISTRACTIONS

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

An initiation scandal develops at the Naval Academy

Beginning Session 7

An aging pop star turns up missing

	DOMESTIC

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) The auto industry moves to lease-only car distribution 

2) Birth defects are linked to environmental pollution

3) African American churches are bombed

Beginning Session 7

1) A revolution takes place in radio broadcasting

2) An earthquake hits California

3) Family farms are in trouble

	FOREIGN/MIL

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) Biological weapons material is missing in central Asia

2) Ethnic cleansing takes place in Brazil

3) Chinese consumerism results in economic problems

Beginning Session 7

1) Cuba seeks to get inexpensive nuclear energy

2) Americans are accused of being the merchants of death

3) The struggle between India and Pakistan over Kashmir heats up

	WILDCARDS/EXEC

(1-3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

An ambassadorial appointment becomes controversial

Beginning Session 5

An attempt on the life of the President

Beginning Session 9

A difficult decision over a base closing

	WILDCARDS/LEG

(1-3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 2

1) Representative Williams seeks new opportunities

2) One of Representative Jackson’s staff members gets arrested

Beginning Session 8

1) Senator Reese faces a possible scandal

2) Senator Olney’s niece becomes an embarrassment


	
	LARGE SIMULATION (46-60 participants)   

	BILLS

(2 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

111 Family Leave, 118 Interest Income, 121 Gender Testing, 123 Minimum Wage, 140 Military Draft and 149 Military Robots

Beginning Session 4

171 Alcohol Litigation, 172 Home Ownership, 189 Family Programs, 197 Civilian Targets, 200 Import Fetuses and 208 National Lottery

Beginning Session 7

232 Campaign Finance, 239 Foreign Assistance, 244 Ammunition Tax, 267 Highway Improvements, 269 Base Closings and 276 Auto Insurance

	BUDGET

(3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

Agriculture, Deficit, Energy, Health, Justice and Science

	CONSTITUENCY

(1-2 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) Representative Yarmolinski helps a constituent with a disability claim

2) Representative Ferguson tries to get an e-business center built in the district

3) Representative Zepp tries to get a nutritional counseling center built in the district

Beginning Session 4

1) Representative Gomez helps an immigrant get a Green Card

2) Senator Olney tries to stop airport expansion in the district

3) Senator Nunnelly tries to help a constituent develop inexpensive energy supplies

Beginning Session 7

1) Senator Avery helps celebrate a constituent’s birthday

2) Representative Jackson tries to get a weather tracking station built in the district

3) Representative Zahn tries to get a minimum-security prison built in the district

Beginning Session 10

1) Senator Eubank helps a soldier get an honorable discharge

2) Representative Zarkasian tries to get a constituent into the Naval Academy

3) Representative Simon tries to promote a wine festival in the district

	DISTRACTIONS

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

An initiation scandal develops at the Naval Academy

Beginning Session 7

An aging pop star turns up missing

	DOMESTIC

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) The auto industry moves to lease-only car distribution

2) Birth defects are linked to environmental pollution

3) African American churches are bombed

Beginning Session 7

1) A revolution takes place in radio broadcasting

2) An earthquake hits California

3) Family farms are in trouble

	FOREIGN/MIL

(9 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

1) Biological weapons material is missing in central Asia

2) Ethnic cleansing takes place in Brazil

3) Chinese consumerism results in economic problems

Beginning Session 7

1) Cuba seeks to get inexpensive nuclear energy

2) Americans are accused of being the merchants of death

3) The struggle between India and Pakistan over Kashmir heats up

	WILDCARDS/EXEC

(1-3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 1

An ambassadorial appointment becomes controversial

Beginning Session 5

An attempt on the life of the President

Beginning Session 9

A difficult decision over a base closing

	WILDCARDS/LEG

(1-3 sessions per)
	Beginning Session 2

1) Representative Williams seeks new opportunities

2) One of Representative Jackson’s staff members gets arrested

3) Representative Ulsterick becomes a possible cabinet appointee

Beginning Session 8

1) Senator Reese faces a possible scandal

2) Senator Olney’s niece becomes an embarrassment

3) Representative Elmwood writes a best-selling book on medical reform


	
	PRESS CONFERENCE & MEETING PLANNER

	Session 1
	MEETING

Administration meets with the Brazilian Ambassador to help resolve the conflict between Brazilian settlers and Indians through a U.S. loan to pay for relocation of the settlers.

	Session 2
	MEETING

Representative Yarmolinski meets with a Social Security official to speed up the disability claim approval process.

	Session 3
	PRESS CONFERENCES

1) American Consumer Federation complains about proposed lease-only arrangements for new cars

2) National Council for Environmental Quality voices concern about a link between pollution and birth defects/spontaneous abortions

MEETINGS

1) Administration meets with the Chinese Ambassador and asks China to moderate economic growth and reduce inflation

2) Administration meets with U.S. labor leaders about inflation problems and urges labor to moderate demands for wage increases

3) Senate External Matters Committee meets with President’s nominee for Ambassador to Italy

	Session 4
	PRESS CONFERENCES

1) Universal Motors defends lease-only plans for distribution of new vehicles

2) American Council of Business and Enterprise questions research on birth defects/spontaneous abortions

MEETINGS

1) Administration meets with Chinese Ambassador about the inflation problem

2) Representative Williams meets with two organizations to evaluate job offers

3) Representative Jackson meets with a staff member who was arrested (for medium and large simulations only)

4) Administration has meeting to fill vacancy for Secretary of State position (for large simulations only)

	Session 5 
	PRESS CONFERENCES

1) Clemson University Professor criticizes research on birth defects/spontaneous abortions

2) Conference for a Separate Nation says that racial divisions are so severe that African Americans should have their own country

3) Brazilian Ambassador complains about a U.S. sponsored resolution to UN and says that the resolution interferes with Brazilian sovereignty

4) Advocates for Human Rights criticizes the Brazilian government for ethnic cleansing

MEETINGS

1) Representative Gomez meets with an Immigration and Naturalization official to urge approval of a Green Card

2) Senator Nunnelly meets with an attorney for an inventor from Maine to help the inventor expand energy resources in the United States (for large simulations only)

	Session 6
	PRESS CONFERENCE

American Taxpayers Alliance claims that the federal government should fight increased inflation by cutting spending and taxes

MEETING

President attends fundraising event in Virginia after which an assassination attempt takes place

	Session 7
	PRESS CONFERENCES

1) The Council of American Businesses urges government cutbacks to fight inflation and continued trade with China

2) The American Labor Federation blames the Chinese for the inflation and asks the federal government to restrict trade with China

	Session 8
	PRESS CONFERENCES

1) The Chinese Ambassador defends China’s economic policy and criticizes those in the U.S. who blame China for the inflation

2) The Ambassador from Pakistan criticizes India’s brutal actions in Kashmir

MEETINGS

1) Senator Avery attends a 115th photo op birthday party for a constituent

2) Administration meets with French Ambassador about proposed sale of nuclear energy technology to Cuba

	Session 9
	PRESS CONFERENCES

1) The Council for Human Rights says that the U.S. should focus it’s attention on Chinese human rights abuses, not just the Chinese role in creating inflation

2) French Ambassador speaks in favor of the sale of French nuclear technology to Cuba

3) The Ambassador from India defends India’s actions in the controversy over Kashmir

4) A farmer describes the plight facing American agriculture

MEETINGS

1) Administration meets with Brazilian Ambassador about resolving the dispute between settlers and Indians through loan and unarmed observers

2) Administration meets with Ambassadors from India and Pakistan to urge resolution of conflict

3) Senator Reese meets with a realtor to discuss the sale of the Senator’s home in Alexandria, Virginia



	Session 10
	PRESS CONFERENCE

Volunteer fire fighter complains about President’s decision to send earthquake volunteers home

	Session 11
	PRESS CONFERENCE

Citizens for Economic Development criticizes the American position on nuclear power for Cuba

MEETINGS

1) Senator Eubank meets with a DOD official to help a constituent get an honorable discharge

2) Representative Zarkasian meets with an Naval official to urge that a constituent be accepted into the Naval Academy

3) President meets with Secretary of Defense who then meets with members of Congress on base closing

	Session 12
	


