SCRIPT for SESSION #8

(Presidency micro simulation)
Prior to the beginning of the session, you should distribute the first 6 pieces of correspondence into the mailbox for the Administration.  This distribution of correspondence will go up through and include a memo from the Alliance for Public Transportation on the highway improvement bill.

The session begins with a media report followed by two press conferences and an editorial.  One press conference gives China’s perspective on the inflation problem and the other press conference gives Pakistan’s views on the Kashmir issue.  The editorial focuses on Cuba’s efforts to obtain nuclear energy.

When participants go into their work group, tell them to check their mailbox and begin their work on legislative and budgetary matters.

Start distributing other story line information at the rate of about one memo per half minute.  Any memos for the President should be given to Vice President Rourke or the Domestic or Foreign Policy Advisor for screening.   Other correspondence will go directly to the media.

Give the media memos about the proposed ammunition tax and auto insurance legislation.  Then provide the Administration and media with an update on the auto leasing issue.  After that give the media the memo on base closing legislation.  You are then able to give the Administration an update on the biological weapons problem.  Then provide the Administration and the media with correspondence on the birth defects issue.

Give the Administration and media memos about Brazil, inflation and church burnings.  After that, give a memo to the media on campaign finance; other memos go to the Administration and media on Cuban nuclear energy.  You should then give the media information on birth defects, war, and digital radio. After that, give the media a memo on Representative Elmwood’s book on medical reform.  

Then you can provide the Administration and media with an update on the earthquake.  After that give the media memos on family farms, foreign assistance and highway improvements. Then give the Administration and media memos on the initiation scandal and Kashmir crisis.  Now give the media a memo about the aging rock star.

Near the end of the session the Administration receives an update on the Kashmir crisis and meets with the French Ambassador about the sale of nuclear technology to Cuba.
Press Conference

Hjami Wu, Ambassador

Peoples Republic of China

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Wu)

“Greetings.  My name Hiami Wu.  I am the ambassador from the Peoples Republic of China.  My government is deeply disturbed at the attitude and the action of the American government regarding Chinese economic activity.  China has undergone centuries of deprivation while the European and American economies grew.  Finally, the enlightened leadership of the Chinese government has enabled the Chinese people to prosper from their labor and initiative.

The Americans are blaming the Chinese for building the same type of consumer driven economy that you have in the United States.  Isn’t it ironic that our actions are seen as problematic and inflationary, while your actions are seen as praiseworthy?

Your nation has enjoyed prosperity at the expense of other nations.  Is it not hypocritical to deny other nations the same level of prosperity that you enjoy?

We are particularly offended that your labor unions are calling for a suspension of normal trading relationships with China.  They wish to have your government threaten us and destroy our economic gains.  They wish to do this to protect American jobs against foreign competition.  Are your labor unions saying what the government wants to be said?  We find this intimidating and will not tolerate this kind of bullying behavior.

The organization and operation of our economy is an internal matter for the Chinese.  We do not tell you how to run your economy.  Don’t tell us how to run ours.

I will be pleased to answer your questions.”

Press Conference

Ali Jinnah, Ambassador from Pakistan

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Jinnah)

“Greetings.  I am Ali Jinnah, the Ambassador from Pakistan to the United States.  I come to you today to protest the crimes of the government of India.

In 1947, after the formation of India and Pakistan, the government of India violated the intentions of those who sought to create a separate government for Muslims in Pakistan.  It did so by absorbing the northern area of Jammu and Kashmir into the nation of India.  I must note that this area is adjacent to Pakistan and has a Muslim majority.  Nevertheless, India has controlled this area except for the portion that Pakistan occupied.  Yet, all of Jammu and Kashmir rightfully belongs to Pakistan because of its religious and ethnic makeup.

India is today controlling the population in Jammu and Kashmir and not allowing them to choose their destiny.  It does so through military force, fear and intimidation.

Just this week a group of freedom fighters in Kashmir asserted their rights and defended themselves against the Indian oppressors.  After realizing that they would soon be overpowered, they sought refuge and went over the border to Pakistan.  At that point, the soldiers from India also crossed the border and invaded Pakistani territory.  Fortunately, the Pakistani military defended their territory and drove back the Indian invaders.

This sad situation continues but can be ended.  All that is needed is for India to simply ask the people of Jammu and Kashmir whether they want to stay in India or have their territory become part of Pakistan.  Those of us in Pakistan are confident in what the people would choose.  India, of course, will not allow any part of this, and prefers senseless violence.

I would be pleased to answer any questions from you.”

Editorial

Kansas City Comet Newspaper

(Simulation coordinator reads the editorial)

The editorial staff at this newspaper is appalled that the current administration has allowed negotiations to even get started regarding the sale of French nuclear energy technology to Cuba.  Is President Millworth asleep at the switch?  How did this happen, and exactly what is the White House going to do about this?

The President should demand that the French not participate in discussions with Cuba over the construction of nuclear power plants.  Our national interest is at stake, and we should take steps to make the French pay a price if they proceed with the talks.  And we should certainly use our military power to prevent Cuba from constructing nuclear power plants.
TO:
The President

FR:
American Rifle Association

RE:
Tax on Ammunition

The rights of law-abiding gun owners are once again being attacked.   The liberal extremist gun haters are never content.  They are not happy with trying to restrict guns.  Now, they want to practically tax ammunition out of existence.

This country doesn’t need any more laws on guns or ammunition to eliminate violence.  America needs to concentrate on the true causes of violence.  By having schools focus more on character building and having private citizens teach each other about gun safety, the number of gun-related instances can be brought under control.

Let us never forget that the Constitution of this country was amended to preserve freedoms against an all-powerful national government.  Along with protecting speech and religion and other freedoms, our Founding Fathers believed that it was essential to protect the rights of citizens to own guns.

Just as the Constitution protects our right to own guns, it also protects our right to own ammunition for our guns.  If government can tax ammunition out of existence, it is violating the Second Amendment of our Constitution.  That is an attack against the American people.

The proposed legislation will only create a black market for ammunition.  Ammunition from foreign countries, like Cuba and Libya, will be smuggled into the United States and sold illegally.  This black market ammunition will escape taxation and will become the ammunition of choice.  Rather than have less ammunition, this liberal legislation will result in more ammunition and then more calls for government control.

TO:
The President

FR:
The American Automobile Insurance Institute 

RE:
Auto Insurance

The American Automobile Insurance Institute (AAII) strongly opposes Bill 276 on Automobile Insurance.  If passed, this legislation will create a huge monopoly and will harm the driving public.

Bill 276 would destroy competition in the automobile insurance industry and the innovations that competition has created.  Consumers will face an unsympathetic insurance fund manager who views profits as more important than people.

The only restraint on the fund manager would be a new National Insurance Commission that is made up of political appointees.  In fact, this arrangement invites the creation of an “unholy alliance” between the politicians and the proposed insurance monopoly.

The first big surprise for consumers in Bill 276 will be the “pay at the pump” scheme.  The one-dollar charge per gallon will drive up the cost of driving and have a negative impact on household budgets.  Ironically, those who drive the largest and safest vehicles will pay the highest insurance taxes because they use more fuel.

The next big surprise for drivers will be when the insurance fund manager tries to increase profits by having the gasoline tax raised to more than a dollar or by paying out fewer claims.  Either way, the consumer loses.

Those who will be hurt the very most by the proposed legislation are those drivers who are at higher risk of accidents.  These drivers will be dropped from insurance eligibility after a certain number of accidents and they will not be able to obtain insurance coverage elsewhere.  This will be most difficult for drivers that are very young (16-22) and very old (over 80).  Both of these groups are at the highest risk of having automobile accidents.  Indeed, it is possible that these groups will be forced to drive without insurance.

Bill 276 just doesn’t make sense.  The present system is based on individual responsibility, driving experience and varying risk levels.  Currently, individuals pay insurance premiums based on these factors rather than being thrown into a pool that treats every driver the same.  The current system gives an advantage to good drivers through lower rates.  Under the proposed system, good drivers are treated just the same as bad drivers.  And, of course, those who are most concerned about safety will actually pay more.

We hope that our decision makers have the good sense to reject Bill 276.  It is a bad idea and will create a monster.

TO:
The President

FR:
American Association for Military Preparedness

RE:
Base Closings

There are military installations in each and every one of our states.  Some of these installations are full-fledged Army, Marine Corps, Naval or Air Force bases.  In addition, there are multiple National Guard armories that support our reserve military force.

Every military base has profound economic consequences for the communities and states within which they are located.  Military personnel help keep these economically alive by spending their military salaries.

Base closings may sound like a good idea.  However, every base closure means economic collapse for the community in which the base is located.  According to studies of past base closings, we are able to say with great certainty that each time you close a military base you not only eliminate the jobs of servicemen or servicewomen, but, you also eliminate from three to five jobs that were related to that position.  In other words, each time you close a base, you eliminate up to six jobs for each person who was assigned to the base.  Civilian employees who worked at the base, as well as employees of local businesses that served the base, are out of work.

Now it might make sense for Congress to close these bases and face negative reactions from people in their districts if it were not for the fact that we can never be certain about military threats.  Proponents of base closings claim that the era of big military conflict is over.  How can they be so sure?  How can they be certain that a nation like China would never become an aggressor?

We need to always be ready for military struggle.  We were caught off guard during World War II and we learned from that experience.  We built a system of military bases that would protect us in the future.  Now the reformers are trying to reduce our military preparedness and wreck our communities in the process.

TO:
The President

FR:
The C. P. Cotter Center for Responsible Government

RE:
Congressional Campaign Finance

The C. P. Cotter Center for Responsible Government is a nonpartisan institute that is dedicated to maintaining and building the quality of government in the United States.  It is because of that mission and our knowledge of politics that we urge that Congress and the President defeat Bill 232 on Congressional Campaign Finance.

Those who favor Bill 232 have good intentions.  However, if they are successful, they will do far more damage than good to American political life.  They will do damage because they fail to understand the value of interest groups to our political system.

Pressure groups draw their membership and support from across the country.  Those who might be ignored in a particular congressional district because they are few in number can increase their size and voice by joining with those who are like-minded.

This is not just true for those who seek to advocate particular economic interests or state their positions on other public policy issues.  It is also true for those who are poor or are members of racial or other minorities.  Those who are ignored because they a too small or too insignificant in a particular district or state can join with others on a nationwide basis and make their collective voice heard.

In essence, interest groups, no matter whom or what they represent are an extension of our nation’s commitment to democracy.  Those who join together and state their preferences are simply exercising their freedoms.  When they contribute funds to a candidate for public office, that is a natural and appropriate way to participate in our democracy.  After all, they are utilizing their “freedom of assembly,” “freedom of speech” and their right to “petition government for redress of grievances.”

Bill 232 not only is an assault on our First Amendment freedoms.  It is also an attack on any minority in the population that seeks to make its voice heard.  The proposed legislation will hardly eliminate the role of influence in American politics.  Rather, it will give an unfair advantage to those citizens and pressure groups in a state or district that happen to be rich.

We at the Cotter Center do not believe that the current system of financing Congressional elections is perfect.  Certainly, there is room for improvement.  However, we do believe that the men and women who serve us in Congress are dedicated public servants who are seeking the best for their constituents.  And, we believe Interest groups aid in this effort.

TO:
The President

FR:
American Council on Foreign Policy

RE:
Foreign Assistance

The American Council on Foreign Policy (ACFP) brings interested citizens and former foreign policy makers together for serious discussions of American foreign affairs.  Our membership includes former ambassadors, retired State Department officers, foreign policy experts from the academic world and a multitude of concerned citizens.  We hope to bring the benefits of our collective experience and knowledge to current foreign policy issues.

Our members urge Congress and the President to move with great caution before passing Bill 239.  We believe this bill is well intentioned; however, we think that it is not in the best long-term interest of the United States.

Bill 239 will ultimately tie the hands of the President and the State Department.  It provides a guarantee to poorer democratic nations even if those nations are critical of the United States.  Bill 239 could well put us in a situation of providing aid to some “democratic” nation and then having that nation routinely oppose us on important issues.

Similarly, Bill 239 denies foreign assistance to nations that happen to be non-democratic or have a culture that is different from our own.  We may need the support of such nations in the future.  However, we may lose their support on important matters just because they don’t qualify for assistance under Bill 239.

Our foreign policy should be dictated by our own national interest.  We should give or withhold support based on a potential recipient’s strategic importance to us.  We should not squander money on nations that will not help us achieve our goals.  And, we should not deny assistance to potential allies just because they happen to have a value system that differs from our own.

The American Council on Foreign Policy (ACFP) urges that Bill 239 be defeated during this session of Congress.  It has the potential of doing serious damage to our foreign policy for years to come.

TO:
The President

FR:
Alliance for Public Transportation

RE:
Highway Construction and Improvement

Our organization is astounded at the proposed legislation for Highway Construction and Improvement (Bill 267).  This legislation would transfer 40 billion dollars from taxpayers into the pockets of the highway construction industry.

Highway construction has become addictive in America.  The highways only encourage more cars, and that encourages the construction of even more highways.  Then the cycle continues, at tremendous cost to taxpayers.

We have now built so many highways, that we have enough concrete to cover a state as large as Florida.  Still, the highway pressure groups want even more highways.

What this country needs is more public transportation.  We need to put our dollars into the creation of fast, convenient and safe trains as well as light rail systems.  Other countries have met their transportation challenges through these means.  Only in America do we believe that we need to keep building roads.

The federal government should stop providing support for the growth of external suburbs.  Any highway founds should be used to improve transportation with the cities and older suburbs.  Government needs to encourage people to move back into the older areas instead of moving farther and farther out.

The highway lobby also wants to cut the percentage of highway contracts that go to minority contractors.  This is merely a way to put more money in the pockets of white contractors.

The Highway Construction and Improvement bill is a bad idea and it should be defeated.

TO:
Media

FR:
American Rifle Association

RE:
Tax on Ammunition

The rights of law-abiding gun owners are once again being attacked.   The liberal extremist gun haters are never content.  They are not happy with trying to restrict guns.  Now, they want to practically tax ammunition out of existence.

This country doesn’t need any more laws on guns or ammunition to eliminate violence.  America needs to concentrate on the true causes of violence.  By having schools focus more on character building and having private citizens teach each other about gun safety, the number of gun-related instances can be brought under control.

Let us never forget that the Constitution of this country was amended to preserve freedoms against an all-powerful national government.  Along with protecting speech and religion and other freedoms, our Founding Fathers believed that it was essential to protect the rights of citizens to own guns.

Just as the Constitution protects our right to own guns, it also protects our right to own ammunition for our guns.  If government can tax ammunition out of existence, it is violating the Second Amendment of our Constitution.  That is an attack against the American people.

The proposed legislation will only create a black market for ammunition.  Ammunition from foreign countries, like Cuba and Libya, will be smuggled into the United States and sold illegally.  This black-market ammunition will escape taxation and will become the ammunition of choice.  Rather than have less ammunition, this liberal legislation will result in more ammunition and then more calls for government control.

TO:
The Media

FR:
The American Automobile Insurance Institute 

RE:
Auto Insurance

The American Automobile Insurance Institute (AAII) strongly opposes Bill 276 on Automobile Insurance.  If passed, this legislation will create a huge monopoly and will harm the driving public.

Bill 276 would destroy competition in the automobile insurance industry and the innovations that competition has created.  Consumers will face an unsympathetic insurance fund manager who views profits as more important than people.

The only restraint on the fund manager would be a new National Insurance Commission that is made up of political appointees.  In fact, this arrangement invites the creation of an “unholy alliance” between the politicians and the proposed insurance monopoly.

The first big surprise for consumers in Bill 276 will be the “pay at the pump” scheme.  The one-dollar charge per gallon will drive up the cost of driving and have a negative impact on household budgets.  Ironically, those who drive the largest and safest vehicles will pay the highest insurance taxes because they use more fuel.

The next big surprise for drivers will be when the insurance fund manager tries to increase profits by having the gasoline tax raised to more than a dollar or by paying out fewer claims.  Either way, the consumer loses.

Those who will be hurt the very most by the proposed legislation are those drivers who are at higher risk of accidents.  These drivers will be dropped from insurance eligibility after a certain number of accidents and they will not be able to obtain insurance coverage elsewhere.  This will be most difficult for drivers that are very young (16-22) and very old (over 80).  Both of these groups are at the highest risk of having automobile accidents.  Indeed, it is possible that these groups will be forced to drive without insurance.

Bill 276 just doesn’t make sense.  The present system is based on individual responsibility, driving experience and varying risk levels.  Currently, individuals pay insurance premiums based on these factors rather than being thrown into a pool that treats every driver the same.  The current system gives an advantage to good drivers through lower rates.  Under the proposed system, good drivers are treated just the same as bad drivers.  And, of course, those who are most concerned about safety will actually pay more.

We hope that our decision makers have the good sense to reject Bill 276.  It is a bad idea and will create a monster.

TO:
The President

FR:
Internal Revenue Service

RE:
Leasing

Universal Motors executives are making the case that because automobile transportation is so important to Americans, the national government should help drivers by allowing them to deduct the cost of leasing a vehicle from their federal income tax.  Businesses are allowed to deduct leasing because it is a cost of doing business.  According to Universal Motors representatives, leasing is also a cost of doing business for American families, and taxpayers should be able to write off those costs on their income taxes.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Leasing

Universal Motors executives are making the case that because automobile transportation is so important to Americans, the national government should help drivers by allowing them to deduct the cost of leasing a vehicle from their federal income tax.  Businesses are allowed to deduct leasing because it is a cost of doing business.  According to Universal Motors representatives, leasing is also a cost of doing business for American families, and taxpayers should be able to write off those costs on their income taxes.

TO:
Media

FR:
American Association for Military Preparedness

RE:
Base Closings

There are military installations in each and every one of our states.  Some of these installations are full-fledged Army, Marine Corps, Naval or Air Force bases.  In addition, there are multiple National Guard armories that support our reserve military force.

Every military base has profound economic consequences for the communities and states within which they are located.  Military personnel help keep these economically alive by spending their military salaries.

Base closings may sound like a good idea.  However, every base closure means economic collapse for the community in which the base is located.  According to studies of past base closings, we are able to say with great certainty that each time you close a military base you not only eliminate the jobs of servicemen or servicewomen, but, you also eliminate from three to five jobs that were related to that position.  In other words, each time you close a base, you eliminate up to six jobs for each person who was assigned to the base.  Civilian employees who worked at the base, as well as employees of local businesses that served the base, are out of work.

Now it might make sense for Congress to close these bases and face negative reactions from people in their districts if it were not for the fact that we can never be certain about military threats.  Proponents of base closings claim that the era of big military conflict is over.  How can they be so sure?  How can they be certain that a nation like China would never become an aggressor?

We need to always be ready for military struggle.  We were caught off guard during World War II and we learned from that experience.  We built a system of military bases that would protect us in the future.  Now the reformers are trying to reduce our military preparedness and wreck our communities in the process.

TO:
The President

FR:
Director, Central Intelligence Agency

RE:
Bioweapons

Our surveillance team at the Houston reservoir alerted the SWAT team that three suspicious individuals were unloading containers that resembled the containers stolen from Uzbekistan several weeks ago.  The SWAT team captured the individuals and took possession of the containers that held biological contaminants.  The three perpetrators are small-time criminals in the Houston area; they gave us the names of the two individuals who had hired them.  Both of these individuals were the owners of Horizon Chemical Limited in British Columbia.  We have contacted Canadian officials, and the two Afghan citizens (Ali Beh Imbalish and Homat Beh Imbalish) were arrested.  They have been extradited to the Seattle office of the FBI and have been detained in a U.S. military facility.  They will be prosecuted in Federal District Court.

It appears as if there was no threat to the Boston area.  Evidently, all of the biological materials were shipped to Houston where they were to be used to contaminate the Houston reservoir

The President or a representative should hold a press conference and give the following information, assuring Americans that the danger has passed:

Press Conference

This morning at 3:35 a.m. Central Standard Time, the FBI arrested three white males who were about to dump dangerous biological materials into a reservoir that serves residents of Houston, Texas.  These three individuals have been identified as Matt Jones, Bill Ruxton and Terry Schmidt .  Once arrested, the three perpetrators implicated two Afghan citizens who own and operate Horizon Chemical Limited in the Province of British Columbia in Canada. Mr. Ali Beh Imbalish and Mr. Homat Beh Imbalish are connected to a radical fundamentalist political faction in Afghanistan.  The Imbalish brothers have been arrested by Canadian officials and have been extradited to the United States where they will stand trial.

The arrest of the suspects in Texas and British Columbia completes a nearly one-month investigation by the Central Intelligence Agency of the theft of biological weapons from the nation of Uzbekistan, a former Soviet Republic in central Asia, near the Aral sea.  The biological weapons material was most likely shipped to the nation of Afghanistan, which shares a border with Uzbekistan.  The contaminants were then shipped by land and water all the way to Houston, Texas via the Houston Ship Canal.  

TO: 
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Elective Abortions

Lifeline, an organization opposed to abortions, condemns those women who seek elective abortions because they fear that their children might be born with a birth defect that could be related to air pollution.  Anna Girrard, the Executive Director of Lifeline, says, “These women are killing their babies based on irrational fears.”  Mrs. Girrard noted that even if the child were going to have a birth defect, “that child is God’s creation,” and no mother should have the right to “erase God’s work.”

The Lifeline organization seeks to end the practice of elective abortions.  According to Mrs. Girrard, Congress should prohibit elective abortions that would allow a woman to terminate her pregnancy because the woman thinks that the baby might be born with a birth defect.

TO: 
Media

FR:
General News Sources
RE:
Elective Abortions

Lifeline, an organization opposed to abortions, condemns those women who seek elective abortions because they fear that their children might be born with a birth defect that could be related to air pollution.  Anna Girrard, the Executive Director of Lifeline, says, “These women are killing their babies based on irrational fears.”  Mrs. Girrard noted that even if the child were going to have a birth defect, “that child is God’s creation,” and no mother should have the right to “erase God’s work.”

The Lifeline organization seeks to end the practice of elective abortions.  According to Mrs. Girrard, Congress should prohibit elective abortions that would allow a woman to terminate her pregnancy because the woman thinks that the baby might be born with a birth defect.

TO:
The President

FR:
U.S. Embassy in Brazil

RE:
Brazilian Conflict

A brief struggle took place early this morning between Indians and settlers near the municipality of Paranhos.  Both UN Peacekeepers and members of the Brazilian armed forces rushed in and prevented any loss of life.

The relationship between the Peacekeepers and the Brazilian armed forces could best be described as tense.  Both groups were clearly of the opinion that the other group did not belong at the location.

The Commander of the Brazilian forces said that “You foreigners are not welcome here and you should leave within 24 hours.”  The UN officer said that the Peacekeepers would have to stay until the area became more orderly and the rights of all could be protected.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Brazilian Conflict

A brief struggle took place early this morning between Indians and settlers near the municipality of Paranhos.  Both UN Peacekeepers and members of the Brazilian armed forces rushed in and prevented any loss of life.

The relationship between the Peacekeepers and the Brazilian armed forces could best be described as tense.  Both groups were clearly of the opinion that the other group did not belong at the location.

The Commander of the Brazilian forces said that “You foreigners are not welcome here and you should leave within 24 hours.”  The UN officer said that the Peacekeepers would have to stay until the area became more orderly and the rights of all could be protected.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Federal Reserve

The Federal Reserve has increased interest rates by two percentage points.  This action is expected to squeeze out much of the internal inflationary pressures and will result in a recession within the next six months.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Federal Reserve

The Federal Reserve has increased interest rates by two percentage points.  This action is expected to squeeze out much of the internal inflationary pressures and will result in a recession within the next six months.

TO:
The President

FR:
National Council of Churches

RE:
Church Burnings

Church leaders decry the lack of leadership from the President and the Congress in response to racially motivated bombing of churches throughout the United States.  In the absence of government action, church members are going to attempt to conduct a 24-hour vigil outside of every church in America.   This will at least prevent more church bombings.  Also, this recognizes that the FBI is not really interested in this matter, and can now turn its attention to “more important issues.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Council of Churches

RE:
Church Burnings

Church leaders decry the lack of leadership from the President and the Congress in response to racially motivated bombing of churches throughout the United States.  In the absence of government action, church members are going to attempt to conduct a 24-hour vigil outside of every church in America.   This will at least prevent more church bombings.  Also, this recognizes that the FBI is not really interested in this matter, and can now turn its attention to “more important issues.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
The C. P. Cotter Center for Responsible Government

RE:
Congressional Campaign Finance

The C. P. Cotter Center for Responsible Government is a nonpartisan institute that is dedicated to maintaining and building the quality of government in the United States.  It is because of that mission and our knowledge of politics that we urge that Congress and the President defeat Bill 232 on Congressional Campaign Finance.

Those who favor Bill 232 have good intentions.  However, if they are successful, they will do far more damage than good to American political life.  They will do damage because they fail to understand the value of interest groups to our political system.

Pressure groups draw their membership and support from across the country.  Those who might be ignored in a particular congressional district because they are few in number can increase their size and voice by joining with those who are like-minded.

This is not just true for those who seek to advocate particular economic interests or state their positions on other public policy issues.  It is also true for those who are poor or are members of racial or other minorities.  Those who are ignored because they a too small or too insignificant in a particular district or state can join with others on a nationwide basis and make their collective voice heard.

In essence, interest groups, no matter whom or what they represent are an extension of our nation’s commitment to democracy.  Those who join together and state their preferences are simply exercising their freedoms.  When they contribute funds to a candidate for public office, that is a natural and appropriate way to participate in our democracy.  After all, they are utilizing their “freedom of assembly,”  “freedom of speech” and their right to “petition government for redress of grievances.”

Bill 232 not only is an assault on our First Amendment freedoms.  It is also an attack on any minority in the population that seeks to make its voice heard.  The proposed legislation will hardly eliminate the role of influence in American politics.  Rather, it will give an unfair advantage to those citizens and pressure groups in a state or district that happen to be rich.

We at the Cotter Center do not believe that the current system of financing Congressional elections is perfect.  Certainly, there is room for improvement.  However, we do believe that the men and women who serve us in Congress are dedicated public servants who are seeking the best for their constituents.  And, we believe Interest groups aid in this effort.

TO:
The President

FR:
The Central Intelligence Agency

RE:
Cuba and nuclear energy

The United States faces some real risks as a result of the negotiations between France and Cuba over nuclear power plant construction.  The French believe that they are helping the Cubans build their economy with relatively inexpensive nuclear energy.  However, they do not really understand that the inexperienced Cuban nuclear plant operators might find themselves in an emergency situation that could endanger North America.  Moreover, Cuban access to nuclear fuel could lead to Cuban efforts to build a nuclear weapon, or Cuban efforts to provide nuclear materials to enemies of the United States.

The CIA is particularly disturbed that one University of Havana faculty member, Dr. Enrique Cortez, of the Department of Physics has recently concluded a whole year’s study of nuclear technology at a university in China.  Our agents report that Cortez may have gotten access to information that could lead to the construction of nuclear weapons.

Although this information about Cortez is valuable, we ask that you not disclose it to France or anyone else.  We fear that a premature announcement would automatically lead to the identification of our agents in China, and would disrupt our delicate relationship with the Chinese government.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Cuba and Nuclear Energy

Public opinion polls show that 58 percent of Americans are opposed to Cuba having nuclear generating power.  This issue is also one of the main topics on talk shows in the United States, with those calling in almost unanimously opposed.  Most feel that that there are too many risks, and that France should not sell nuclear technology to Cuba.  

TO: 
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Air Pollution Class Action Suit

The Federal District Court heard evidence on both sides regarding whether the air pollution class action suit should be allowed to proceed.  Defendants in the class action suit requested that the Federal District Court set aside the legal action because of lack of clear evidence. Defendants claim that the suit should not be allowed to continue because there is no clear link between their activities, pollution levels, human DNA abnormalities and the unfortunate birth problems.  

Those filing the suit say that research at the University of Michigan and the University of California - Los Angeles substantiated that there is a link between birth abnormalities and air pollution.  Plaintiffs also note that they have records about pollution levels, as well as birth defects and spontaneous abortions.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
The Changing Nature of War

Andrea St. Claire, Professor of International Studies at the University of Chicago, has published a new study called The War Machine. In her study, Dr. St. Claire, notes that “the end of the Cold War has not eliminated war, but only changed the nature of armed conflict as well as the beneficiaries.”  According to St. Claire, “War has been radically transformed in recent years as old tensions have exploded into armed hostilities, and a new war machine has developed to nurture and supply these local disasters.”

St. Claire further states, “Rather than war being a potential nuclear exchange between two Cold War giants, it is now a reality between armed factions on every continent of the world and the results are devastating.”  In a careful analysis of armed conflicts, she argues that each day of the year “several ‘limited scale’ civil conflicts are being fought at multiple locations on each continent on the face of the Earth, and always with large scale losses of human lives.”  As she points out, “When a civilian population in a village or town is decimated because of the actions of armed soldiers and terrorists, the losses are clearly large scale for those innocent men, women and children.”

St. Claire notes that “More lives are being lost in today’s wars than in the old Cold War because competing factions are more heavily armed and civilians are more in the line of fire.”  The University of Chicago Professor claims that war has actually gotten more severe and that “there is a worldwide war machine that benefits economically from this human tragedy.” 

According to St. Claire, the War Machine is made up of sympathetic people who raise money to support one side or another in an armed conflict, as well as weapons manufacturers that sell their instruments of death to both sides of a conflict. St. Claire claims that the real beneficiaries of the War Machine are the “fanatical fundraisers and the heartless manufacturers of weapons.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio

The initial stock offerings for the three new digital spectrum talk back radio companies have resulted in a tremendous amount of interest from investors.  The stock price jumped over 900% and the three companies have continued to issue new shares and accumulate a massive number of financial resources.  According to an unnamed industry spokesman, “The rapid cash infusion from the equity market has provided us with a solid resource base, and we are able to launch Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio much sooner than we thought.”

Investor participation in the new Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio market is very broad.  Pension funds, mutual funds and individuals are jumping in on the new investment opportunity.  The new stock issues have also had a very positive impact on the overall stock market.  According to Richard Ronaldo, a stock market analyst, “This is breathing new life into the market, and promises to fuel even more excitement into the Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio phenomenon.”  

Dr. Franz Klunnert, a University of Chicago economist, was more skeptical.  He believes that the Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio stocks are tending to overvalue the entire stock market, and he predicts a sharp correction within a matter of days.  Klunnert says, “People are getting all excited about something that only exists on paper, and will probably fail against existing AM and FM broadcasting stations.”

.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Representative Elmwood’s Book

Prescription for Medical Reform is now the number one selling book in the United States.  The book has been moving up the list of bestsellers over the last few months and has now reached the top position.  Publishing insiders believe that the book by Dr. Elmwood (who also represents a Connecticut Congressional district) will hold that top position for several weeks to come.

The popularity of Elmwood’s book seems to be related to the public’s frustration with rising health care costs.  Dr. Elmwood seems to show people that there is “light at the end of the tunnel.”

In addition to presenting a balanced view of the reasons behind health care inflation, Doctor Elmwood proposes new non-profit health care insurance companies in each state that would drive down health care costs without lowering compensation to doctors and hospitals.

These companies would use three major strategies to reduce costs.  First, the companies would make more effective use of technology to reduce financial reporting and billing costs.   Second, the insurance companies would buy in volume and dispense prescriptions through the mail at below market costs.  Finally, the companies would use potential profits to reduce the costs of insurance premiums.

Under Elmwood’s plan, the separate non-profit companies would cooperate in all areas of operations, particularly technology and prescription management.  Although there would be a separate company in each state, the companies would behave like a single firm.  Elmwood expects that the new non-profit insurance companies would provide major incentives to other insurers to reduce costs without reducing quality.

Elmwood’s approach to health care reform avoids government programs and substitutes a non-profit type of Capitalism to solve the medical inflation problem.

TO:
The President

FR:
Director, Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA)

RE:
San Francisco Earthquake

The early estimate of damage from the earthquake is encouraging.  It could have been much worse.  Three people were killed and about fifty-five people were injured.  Fortunately, nobody has turned up missing.

Although it could have been much worse, there is still much work to do.  There is a lot of rubble and there are still fires that need to be put out; however, it should be under control by late next week.

You should announce that low-cost loans are available from the Small Business Administration for those companies that suffered damage.  Also, low-cost loans are available for homeowners who suffered property loss due to the earthquake.

The response from volunteers has been terrific.  Volunteers have come in from all over the country.  In fact, there are volunteers from as far as West Virginia, Alabama and Texas.  At this point, however, there are too many volunteers.  There are not enough sanitation facilities, food, water and housing to accommodate all the volunteers.

I’m afraid that you, the Vice President or one of your assistants are going to have to ask all of these excess volunteers to return home.  Emphasize that you asked for volunteers from nearby states, and only that number of volunteers can be supported.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
San Francisco Earthquake

The early estimate of damage from the earthquake is encouraging.  It could have been much worse.  Three people were killed and about fifty-five people were injured.  Fortunately, nobody has turned up missing.

Although it could have been much worse, there is still much work to do.  There is a lot of rubble and there are still fires that need to be put out; however, it should be under control by late next week.

Low cost loans might be available from the Small Business Administration for those companies that suffered damage.  Also, low-cost loans might be available for homeowners who suffered property loss due to the earthquake.  It is expected that the President will make an announcement about these loans.

The response from volunteers has been terrific.  Volunteers have come in from all over the country.  In fact, there are volunteers from as far as West Virginia, Alabama and Texas.  At this point, however, there are too many volunteers.  There are not enough sanitation facilities, food, water and housing to accommodate all the volunteers.

TO
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Family Farms

A record number of family farms are disappearing in the United States.  Many farmers are declaring bankruptcy or selling out to large corporate farms.  Farmers are complaining that Congress is too busy to care about farmers, and that the President doesn’t care about farmers at all. 

TO:
The Media

FR:
American Council on Foreign Policy

RE:
Foreign Assistance

The American Council on Foreign Policy (ACFP) brings interested citizens and former foreign policy makers together for serious discussions of American foreign affairs.  Our membership includes former ambassadors, retired State Department officers, foreign policy experts from the academic world and a multitude of concerned citizens.  We hope to bring the benefits of our collective experience and knowledge to current foreign policy issues.

Our members urge Congress and the President to move with great caution before passing Bill 239.  We believe this bill is well intentioned; however, we think that it is not in the best long-term interest of the United States.

Bill 239 will ultimately tie the hands of the President and the State Department.  It provides a guarantee to poorer democratic nations even if those nations are critical of the United States.  Bill 239 could well put us in a situation of providing aid to some “democratic” nation and then having that nation routinely oppose us on important issues.

Similarly, Bill 239 denies foreign assistance to nations that happen to be non-democratic or have a culture that is different from our own.  We may need the support of such nations in the future.  However, we may lose their support on important matters just because they don’t qualify for assistance under Bill 239.

Our foreign policy should be dictated by our own national interest.  We should give or withhold support based on a potential recipient’s strategic importance to us.  We should not squander money on nations that will not help us achieve our goals.  And, we should not deny assistance to potential allies just because they happen to have a value system that differs from our own.

The American Council on Foreign Policy (ACFP) urges that Bill 239 be defeated during this session of Congress.  It has the potential of doing serious damage to our foreign policy for years to come.

TO:
Media

FR:
Alliance for Public Transportation

RE:
Highway Construction and Improvement

Our organization is astounded at the proposed legislation for Highway Construction and Improvement (Bill 267).  This legislation would transfer 40 billion dollars from taxpayers into the pockets of the highway construction industry.

Highway construction has become addictive in America.  The highways only encourage more cars, and that encourages the construction of even more highways.  Then the cycle continues, at tremendous cost to taxpayers.

We have now built so many highways, that we have enough concrete to cover a state as large as Florida.  Still, the highway pressure groups want even more highways.

What this country needs is more public transportation.  We need to put our dollars into the creation of fast, convenient and safe trains as well as light rail systems.  Other countries have met their transportation challenges through these means.  Only in America do we believe that we need to keep building roads.

The federal government should stop providing support for the growth of external suburbs.  Any highway founds should be used to improve transportation with the cities and older suburbs.  Government needs to encourage people to move back into the older areas instead of moving farther and farther out.

The highway lobby also wants to cut the percentage of highway contracts that go to minority contractors.  This is merely a way to put more money in the pockets of white contractors.

The Highway Construction and Improvement bill is a bad idea and it should be defeated.

TO:
The President

FR:
White House Staff

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

Dennis Scarborough, one of the cadets who were dismissed from the Naval Academy, claims “Academy officials were only responding to the demands of extreme feminists.”  The two former upperclassmen said they got carried away during the initiation ceremony.  However, they said that the women made up stories about actual sexual activity.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

Dennis Scarborough, one of the cadets who were dismissed from the Naval Academy, claims “Academy officials were only responding to the demands of extreme feminists.”  The two former upperclassmen said they got carried away during the initiation ceremony.  However, they said that the women made up stories about actual sexual activity.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Kashmir

Both India and Pakistan have declined our offer to meet over the Kashmir problem.  India insists that it is trying to maintain peace, but that the Pakistani government and its supporters in Jammu and Kashmir are constantly trying to destabilize the situation.  Pakistan contends that India has had the opportunity to hold elections in Jammu and Kashmir to let the Muslim majority decide its destiny, but that India has opposed this and instead represses the population.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Kashmir

Following more disruptions and violence within Kashmir, the government of India has doubled internal security in the state of Jammu and Kashmir.  India has also sent several military units to the border area between Pakistan and the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Michael Yackson

Police report that pop star Michael Yackson has still not been found after his disappearance in San Francisco.  Yackson was to take a stretch limousine to a reception following his concert.  Evidently, Yackson slipped out a back door.

Police have been stymied in their search for Yackson.  Rumors continue that Yackson has been depressed because of unwanted facial hair.

TO:
The President

FR:
State Department

RE:
Kashmir

Following more disruptions and violence within Kashmir, the government of India has doubled internal security in the state of Jammu and Kashmir.  India has also sent several military units to the border area between Pakistan and the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.

Meeting With Francois/Francoise Derasse

French Ambassador

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Derasse)

The President or the President’s Advisor meets with Ambassador Derasse.  Derasse politely listens to the U.S. position and says that the French government will give it every consideration. 

The French Ambassador assures the U.S. administration that France would only be interested in providing nuclear energy to Cuba just as France provides nuclear power generation capability to other nations in the world.  The French Ambassador does not see a connection between providing nuclear fuel to Cuba and giving the Cubans material that could be used for nuclear weapons.

