SCRIPT for SESSION #7
(Court micro simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by two press conferences and an editorial.  One press conference gives an American business perspective on the inflation problem and the other press conference gives the views of organized labor on inflation.  The editorial focuses on the issue of the relationship between environmental pollution and birth defects.

When participants break into their work groups, tell them to begin their work on judicial.

Start distributing other story line information at the rate of about one memo per half minute.  All correspondence will go directly to the media.

Give the media a memo on the proposed ammunition tax legislation.  Follow this with a memo to the media on the assassination attempt. Then give the media memos on auto insurance legislation and the auto leasing issue.   After that provide the media with information on base closing legislation.  Then the media receives correspondence on birth defects. 

About midway through the session, give the media memos about Brazil, inflation and the church burnings.  Then provide the media information on campaign finance legislation, and follow this with a memo on Cuban nuclear energy.  After this, give the media information on birth defects, war, and digital radio.

Then give the media memos about an earthquake in California as well as family farms.  After that provide the media information on foreign assistance and highway improvements legislation.  Then give media updates on the initiation scandal and Kashmir crisis.   Finally, give the media a memo about the rock star.
Press Conference

Anna/Adam Prophet, President

Council of American Businesses

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Prophet)

“My name is Anna/Adam Prophet, and I am the President of the Council of American Businesses.  I come to you today to give you a no-nonsense, business approach to our current inflationary problems.

Our current inflation problems are occurring because we have such a bloated federal budget.  Government is so big and spends so much that any other activity pushes us over the inflationary boundaries.

We urge that the Congress trim back the federal government budget by twenty or thirty percent for each expenditure category, and use the surplus to pay down the federal debt.  Furthermore, we urge that the President put an immediate spending freeze on the current federal budget, and hold back ten to fifteen percent from each area of expenditure.  These measures will reduce our internal inflationary pressures.

Also, we are urging the President and Congress to maintain normal trading relationships with China.   The Chinese constitute the world’s largest market, which will be a source of economic growth for America in the future.  

Thank you.  I will be happy to answer any questions.”

Press Conference

Dorian Smith, President

American Labor Federation

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Smith)

“Hello.  My name is Dorian Smith. I am the President of the American Labor Federation.  I speak for millions of Americans who have been victims of the Chinese inflation that has been imported to this country.

As President of one of the largest labor organizations in this country, I can tell you that my organization is not going to sit back and watch workers’ wages be ravaged by Chinese inflation.  The Chinese are pushing up the cost of natural resources and also driving up the costs of a wide range of consumer products around the world.  For us, this means that prices are rising and our workers’ wages are deteriorating in purchasing power.  We have no choice but to push for higher wages wherever we can.

Also, we are urging the President and Congress to withdraw normal trading relationships with China until the Chinese bring order back to their economy.  We should not be importing their goods, and then exporting our dollars to them, so that they can turn around and push up price levels.

Thank you.  I will be happy to answer any questions.”

Editorial

Miami Journal Newspaper

(simulation coordinator reads the editorial)

It is time to stop the panic over air pollution and birth abnormalities.  We have been bombarded with disinformation which tells us that 30-40 years ago little girls who had contact with air pollution suffered DNA damage.  This DNA damage supposedly results in birth defects and spontaneous abortions.

First of all, the number of birth defects and spontaneous abortions is a very small percentage of the total number of pregnancies.  Most pregnancies, in fact, work out quite fine.

Second, there is no evidence that the DNA was in fact damaged, or if there was a real link between damaged DNA and the birth abnormalities.

Finally, the air quality is actually improving.  Cars are becoming more efficient and there are fewer bad air days.  Case closed.

This is much commotion about nothing.

TO:
Media

FR:
Citizens Against Gun Violence

RE:
Tax on Ammunition

Those who oppose restrictions on guns often say “guns don’t kill people.”  Well, they are partially right because guns can’t kill people without bullets.  The combination of duns and ammunition enables gun violence to occur along with death and destruction.

There is current legislation before Congress that is designed to substantially reduce the amount of ammunition that is available in society.  This legislation would impose a 100% tax on ammunition, thus doubling its price.  Also, this legislation would limit ammunition sales to those who are authorized to purchase weapons.  The combination of tight gun regulation along with new restrictions on ammunition will reduce needless deaths and injuries from guns.

It should be noted that the proposed legislation specifically exempts the military and police departments from this tax.  These agencies would be able to purchase needed quantities at existing prices.

The proposed legislation reduces gun violence by going to the source of the problem.  This legislation will save lives.  It deserves your support.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Source

RE:
Assassination Attempt

The attempt on the life of the President appears to have been the work of a lone gunman.  No other individuals or organizations seem to have been involved.

The assailant has been identified as Mr. Larry Looser of Kutztown, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Looser had evidently been trying to schedule an appointment with the President for the past two years regarding Mr. Looser’s belief that children were “slowly being brainwashed by subtle messages hidden in cartoon shows.”  Looser had written in his diary that the “conspiracy was funded and organized by the Government of Japan.”

The White House had declined an offer to have Mr. Looser meet with the President; but had offered to have Looser meet with another official at the White House.  Evidently, Mr. Looser had become angered by this rejection and felt that President Millworth was just a front for the Japanese cartoon conspirators.

Mr. Looser was killed instantly after his attempt on the life of the President.  No friends or family members could be located to make arrangements for a funeral and the body has become the responsibility of Prince William County, Virginia public safety officials. An autopsy will be performed and a cremation is planned for Mr. Looser.

Agent Pilsner, who saved the life of the President and was wounded as a result of the attack on the President, is still in guarded condition.  Doctors expect that Pilsner will be upgraded to fair condition in a matter of days and will be able to see visitors.

It is expected that President Millworth will pay a visit to Agent Pilsner at the Walter Reed Hospital after he more fully recovers.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Council for Insurance Reform

RE:
Auto Insurance

The National Council for Insurance Reform (NCIR) heartily endorses Bill 276 on Automobile Insurance.  If passed, this legislation will modernize the process for obtaining and using automobile insurance and it will result in long-term savings for drivers.

Bill 276 simplifies auto insurance for drivers by using just one insurance provider.  Drivers will automatically be insured as long as they are licensed to drive and have an acceptable driving record.  Consumers will no longer have to “shop around” for auto insurance or try to make sense out of complex insurance policies.  Drivers do not even have to worry about paying insurance premiums because support for the insurance fund will be based on a one-dollar tax on each gallon of gasoline.

The claims process will be just as simple.  A single provider would insure all drivers and there would be no need to determine which company should pay.  The determination of responsibility and the payment of claims will be done quickly and without complexity.  Unnecessary litigation would also come to a halt.

In addition, the proposed legislation would increase driver safety because careless or dangerous driving would result in a loss of all insurance coverage.  Reckless drivers would not be able to find some other insurance company that specializes in high-risk cases.

Bill 276 authorizes the creation of an automobile insurance fund manager.  This fund manager will be chosen through a competitive bid process.  Bids would include each competitor’s estimate of projected claims and estimated compensation.  A new National Insurance Commission, appointed by the President, would determine which bid was most appropriate.  The successful company could manage the fund for two years.  

This fund manager would be compensated through a fee equal to 25% of the annual reserve after all claims have been paid.  The fund manager may or may not be selected for an additional two years dependent on the competitive bid process.

The proposed legislation represents a giant step for automobile insurance.  Bill 276 will simplify the process and result in savings for consumers.  We hope that we can count on your support.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Leasing Prices

Foreign car companies are also planning to raise their prices by approximately 20% for leasing.  There is still no evidence of collusion.  Pricing behavior in the industry always seems to have everyone following the leader.  In this case, Universal Motors is the industry leader.

TO:
Media

FR:
Institute for Affordable National Security

RE:
Base Closings

We encourage Congress and the President to pass legislation that would speed up the process of closing down unnecessary military bases.  This legislation will free up $47.5 billion that can be used for other defense or non-defense purposes.

Today’s military no longer requires a large military force or the traditional number of military bases.  Technology has partially replaced military personnel and the support systems that military personnel need.

In addition, the United States no longer faces a large military threat.  With the end of the Cold War, we no longer need a large military force or a complex system of military bases.  Today’s military activities are more limited and are more targeted.

The proposed legislation would assign the Defense Department with the responsibility of identifying additional bases that should be closed and the rate of base closure.

We simply do not need the military base system that developed after the Second World War.  The world has changed and our defense planning must also change.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Elective Abortions

Reports are coming in that a growing number of women are seeking elective abortions after they have received information that their unborn child was likely to be born with a birth defect that might be caused by air pollution.

Ms. Julia Seval, a spokesperson for the American Organization of Women, says that the auto industry and other industries have created a polluted environment.  Young women growing up in that environment have been assaulted by air pollution and have suffered damage to their DNA.  According to Ms. Seval,” This genetic damage shows itself in terms of birth defects for their children.”  Such a connection between air quality and birth defects was documented by the studies at UCLA and the University of Michigan.

Ms. Seval also reiterated the right of a woman to “choose abortion and not have to bring a child into the world with a birth defect that would plague the child for the rest of his or her life.”  She emphasized that women were placed in this situation of choice because of the negligence of polluting industries.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Brazilian Conflict

A contingent of UN Peacekeepers was involved in a brief conflict today with a group of Guarany-Kaiowa Indians, who believed the Peacekeepers were part of the Brazilian armed forces.  The Peacekeepers explained to the Indians that they were on their land in order to protect them, and would leave when their rights were guaranteed.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
The Economy

The American economy is beginning to experience greater difficulty.  On one hand, the inflation that was sparked by Chinese consumerism continues at the double-digit level.  Then, on the other hand, the economy is starting to show early signs of recession in the form of declines in factory orders, declining purchases of big-ticket items and a slight rise in unemployment.

The Federal Reserve System will probably not be content with this situation and will want to attack the inflation problem.  It is anticipated that the Federal Reserve System will raise interest rates by another two points.  This will certainly push the economy into recession.  However, the Federal Reserve move will not have much of an impact on inflationary pressures from China.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Church Burnings

An African American church in Philadelphia was bombed and burned last night.  The methods were the same, except that the phone warning said that this bombing was in response to the bombing of the white church in Nebraska.

TO:
The Media

FR:
Citizens for Congressional Reform

RE:
Congressional Campaign Finance

Those of us at Citizens for Congressional Reform (CCR) encourage the Congress and President to pass Bill 232 on Congressional Campaign Finance.  This legislation has the promise of loosening the grip of pressure groups on the legislative process and returning power back to the districts and states.

The proposed legislation will simply limit the contributions to House and Senate candidates from sources that are within that district or state.  Outside groups will be prohibited from funneling contributions to a candidate unless those groups are headquartered in the electoral unit.

This bill will increase the likelihood that members of Congress will reflect the interests of their constituents as distinct from the national interest groups.  The power of pressure groups is far too great in America and it is time that we returned the power back to the people.

We at CCR fully expect that this legislation will be strongly opposed by the pressure groups.  We even expect that big money members of Congress will want this bill to die.  After all, the pressure groups have been their major sources of funds and they want to keep doing business as usual.  In fact, some may have forgotten that their constituents even exist.

If passed, this legislation can bring a new energy to American politics.  The days of a “government of, by and for the pressure groups” will be gone.  Instead, we will have members of the House and Senate representing the people who they are supposed to represent.

We hope that Congress and the President are courageous enough to accept this legislation.  We urge our leaders to be part of a brighter future rather than simply maintain the status quo.

It is time for action.  It is time to pass Bill 232.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
French Sale of Nuclear Reactors to Cuba

Cuba has asked France to sell French nuclear power technology to the island nation.  Discussions are now beginning between the two countries to establish an agreement where France would construct at least two nuclear power plants in Cuba.  Moreover, Cuba is seeking an arrangement by which France would produce the nuclear fuel and be responsible for recycling nuclear waste.

France would be picking up an existing project to complete two proposed nuclear reactors at the Juragua Nuclear Power Station, about 185 miles southeast of Havana.   This project was started by the USSR prior to the breakup of the Soviet Union and was carried forward by Russia. In 1992, the project was put on hold by Russia because of political, financial and safety issues.  Russia agreed to resurrect the project in 1999 and was aiming for completion of the first reactor by 2015.  Although Russia claimed that the project was 75% complete, less than half of the equipment for the first reactor was in place.  Eventually, Russia could not find the 300 million dollars to complete the power station and has agreed to sell what had been finished for 200 million dollars, about half its market value.  The French have expressed interest in the project and are willing to enter into a new agreement.

If such an agreement were reached, then, plant production would be the responsibility of French manufacturers and the fuel production and recycling issues would be managed by the COGEMA group, a French nuclear power organization.  Day-to-day operations of potential Cuban nuclear energy facilities would be the responsibility of the Cuban government.

According to some observers, such an arrangement poses risks for the United States either in the form of nuclear accidents or nuclear weapons.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Air Pollution Class Action Suit

Defendants in the class action suit seeking damages for air pollution-related birth defects and spontaneous abortions have requested that the Federal District court in the District of Columbia set aside the legal action.  Attorneys for the defendants argue that the suit is without merit because of a lack of clear evidence.

Attorneys for the claimants countered by saying that they have records of air pollution and records of birth defects as well as spontaneous abortions.  Those filing the suit say that research at the University of Michigan and the University of California ​- Los Angeles substantiated that there is a link between birth abnormalities and air pollution.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Tobacco Companies

After years of restrictions in the United States, U. S. tobacco companies are opening up new markets in less developed countries.

Phillip Winston, Director of the American Tobacco Products Institute, an industry trade organization, has said, “The national, state and local governments in America have created a hostile environment for smokers and the tobacco industry.”  

According to Winston, “Government in the U.S. has been harassing smokers by restricting when and where they can use tobacco products.  Moreover, government has been systematically trying to reduce the number of smokers through age restrictions and allowing insurance companies to penalize smokers with higher rates.”  Winston also notes that national and state governments have also been “harassing the tobacco companies through punitive lawsuits.”

In a recent speech before the Society of Newspaper Editors, Winston claimed that the government is trying to destroy the industry and ruin the lives of thousands of tobacco farmers and tobacco manufacturing workers who are “just trying to make an honest living.”

Winston says that the industry has “no choice but to find new markets for its products.”  He also claims that “governments in other parts of the world show much more respect for the rights of smokers.”

Statistics show that smoking is declining in the United States but increasing in Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Middle East and some parts of Europe.  Despite declining profits from U.S. sales, overall tobacco company profits are increasing as a result of expanding into the new markets.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio

Scientists at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, in cooperation with scientists at the University of California—Los Angeles, have developed a new technology that may revolutionize the radio broadcasting industry in the United States.  The inventors call the new technology Digital Spectrum Talk Back Radio.  They promise that new digital spectrum radios will be able to receive many more stations, listeners will have access to a wider range of more specialized programming, be able to even view short video clips, and that advertisers will be able to reach a much wider audience.

According to the developers, digital spectrum talk back radio programs can be developed anywhere in the world and be sent to studios that will integrate the productions into coherent and thematic programming packages.  These programming packages would then be sent to a satellite and transmitted back to Earth, and then received by high tech digital spectrum talk back radios.

Listeners could either identify the kind of programming that they want to listen to or tune into their favorite channels.  If a listener is most interested in country music, the display on the radio would allow them to focus in on a specific type of country music, such as music from West Virginia, by specific types of artists with specific type of commentary and interviews.  Or, listeners who were interested in news could focus on a specific type of news, such as business news, from a certain perspective, with appropriate interviews and commentaries along with the option to participate in worldwide, regional or local talk shows with virtual hosts.

The virtual host in such shows would automatically adapt the program and accommodate the listener by adding new virtual listeners to agree or disagree with the human or virtual listeners.  Operating in such a framework, marketers are able to target advertising to a specific human listener profile and increase the efficiency of radio advertising dollars.

In the wake of the development of this new technology, three firms have established a presence on the American stock market and plan to aggressively open up the new digital spectrum talk back radio market.  These three firms are (1) DigitalSpectrumRadio, Inc., (2) Satellite Radio Network and (3) Sky High Radio LLC.

Traditional AM and FM radio operations predict that the new technology will not be a commercial success any time soon because of the high costs of production and distribution.  Those in the conventional radio industry say that consumers may like the digital spectrum talk back radio idea, but the costs of new digital spectrum talk back radios will be prohibitive.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
San Francisco Earthquake

This morning, at 5:27 a.m., the northern section of San Francisco experienced a very destructive earthquake.  Experts measured the quake at 7 out of 10 on the Richter scale.  A measurement of 8 would have classified it as “the big one.”  This earthquake was followed by two mild aftershocks.

At this point, there is considerable physical damage to the area.  Many highways and bridges are damaged, as are residential areas.  Fires are spreading throughout the city.

The Governor of California has called out the National Guard to provide security and to help with the movement of food and supplies.  The biggest challenge at this stage is to keep the fires under control.  Fire departments from nearby communities are furnishing equipment.  However, there is a shortage of fire fighters to meet this challenge.

TO:
The Media

FR:
The American Farm Federation

RE:
The Plight of Farmers

American farmers are fighting to preserve a way of life.  Declining prices, because of good harvests and foreign competition, are providing a declining stream of income to farm families.  More and more farmers are working other jobs in order to pay the bills because government has cut back subsidies to farmers.

Meanwhile, people who live in the cities and the suburbs are living a comfortable life, and they think everything is just fine.  Well, it is not fine at all.  While city and suburban folks enjoy prosperity, there is a huge depression in American agriculture.

Neither the President nor the Congress seems to care one bit about America’s family farms.

TO:
The Media

FR:
League for Democracy

RE:
Foreign Assistance

The League for Democracy is dedicated to furthering the cause of democracy throughout the world.  We believe that nations which embrace democratic principles meet the needs of their citizens more effectively, and are also more reliable participants in international affairs.  That is why the League believes that Bill 239 (Distribution of Direct Foreign Assistance) should become law.

Bill 239 links direct foreign assistance to a recipient nation’s support for democratic institutions and its efforts to resolve internal problems peacefully.  Such nations are good “investments” for America and are worthy of our support.  By passing this bill, we can plant the seeds of democracy and cultivate more civility throughout the world.

From our perspective, the worst thing for America to do is to “prop up” nations that are anti-democratic, and which abuse their own people.  We, at The League for Democracy, are convinced that support for petty dictatorships today creates monsters that will haunt us for decades to come.

The spread of democracy is by far the best approach in the quest for a more peaceful world.  It is less expensive and risky than arms buildups and it is more effective than tyranny.  The evidence is all around us.

The United States is one of the most successful democracies on the face of the Earth.  We have proved that a nation can prosper with democratic institutions, as well as create a framework for resolving difficult internal conflicts.  Our history has not been free of problems.  However, our history is filled with hope.

America stands as a beacon to the world.  The light of that beacon can spread to every dark corner if we link our generosity with our own ideals.  Bill 239 is an excellent approach, and it will work miracles when it becomes law.

The League for Democracy counts on your support.

TO:
Media

FR:
National Association for Highway Transportation

RE:
Highway Construction and Improvement

The proposed legislation on highway construction and improvement (Bill 267) is an essential upgrading of our transportation infrastructure.  Each day, millions of drivers and passengers use our highways to go to and from work, take their children to activities, go shopping, go to appointments, travel to family events and take family vacations.  In short, the highway system is the backbone of America.

Unfortunately, our highway system is showing the signs of age.  Many of these roads were built during the 1950s and are in much need of improvement.  In addition, the existing highway system is inadequate in terms of the growth and importance of distant suburbs.  It is time for a massive improvement to our highway infrastructure.

The highway system in America is part of every state and every congressional district.  Improvements to the highway system will benefit every man, woman and child in this country.  It will also create significant jobs in every part of the United States.

Our only reservation about this legislation is the percentage of contracts to be given to minority contractors.  Although we believe that it is important to guarantee a certain number of minority contracts, our association believes that 25% is too large.  It is our view that such minority guarantees will only serve to raise the price of highway construction, since there are such a limited number of minority contractors.  We believe that 12% is adequate.

We urge the Congress and the President to support this legislation with an amendment that creates more open competition for highway contracts.

.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

Two male upper classmen at the Naval Academy have been dismissed after a hearing on their sexual conduct.  The two men, Dennis Scarborough and Rob LeMieux, had been charged with forcing female plebes to engage in inappropriate touching as part of an initiation ceremony at the Academy.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Kashmir

Fighting broke out early this morning in the Kashmir region in the northern Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.  Apparently, a group of Muslim separatists in Kashmir conducted a raid on a small town near the Pakistani border and then fled into Pakistan to escape soldiers from the government of India.  The Indian soldiers pursued the rebels into Pakistan and were involved in a skirmish with Pakistani soldiers before returning to India.  At this point, the Indian soldiers have returned to India, and security has been tightened in both India and Pakistan.  This is the latest in a series of clashes between India and Pakistan over Kashmir.

The Kashmir problem developed in 1947 when the British granted independence to their colony of India.  At that time, those of the Muslim faith wanted their own country and thus established the nation of Pakistan.  The Hindus, Buddhists and other religious groups stayed within the larger nation of India.

The area of Jammu and Kashmir had a Muslim majority but was still a question mark in 1947.  The Maharaja who ruled the State signed agreements with both Pakistan and India to not be part of either country, but rather be a neutral country.  This situation of neutrality collapsed quickly when Pakistani raiders occupied the northern one-third of Jammu and Kashmir. China also claimed a northern portion of Jammu and Kashmir.  The Maharaja then fled to India and asked that the remaining part of Jammu and Kashmir become one of the states within India.

Since that time, Pakistan has insisted that the majority of people in the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir are Muslims and support the rebels who want to join Pakistan.  In 1965 and 1971 Pakistan waged two unsuccessful wars to annex Jammu and Kashmir, and was repelled both times.  In the 1990s up through the present, Pakistan has waged a low-intensity war through hired mercenaries and Muslim fundamentalists in Jammu and Kashmir.

 Both India and Pakistan have developed nuclear weapons to defend themselves against each other.  So far, they have only tested the weapons, and have declined to sign the nuclear test ban treaty.  Overall, the situation keeps deteriorating, and the most recent clash between India and Pakistan over Kashmir indicates the severity of the problem.

.  

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Michael Yackson

Michael Yackson disappeared after an evening performance at the Mega World Auditorium in San Francisco.  He was scheduled to attend a reception at the San Mateo Country Inn.  His chauffeur told police that Yackson never came to the stage door exit on the side of the auditorium where he was to take a stretch limousine to the reception.

Police suspect that Yackson left by a backstage door.  It is rumored that Yackson has been depressed recently over unwanted facial hair.

