SCRIPT for SESSION #7

(Court micro simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by two press conferences and an editorial.  A fisherman speaks out on the endangered fish and Cuba gives its views on the hurricane problems.  The editorial is on the Nigerian civil war.

When participants break into their work groups, tell them to begin their work on judicial matters.

Start distributing other story line information at the rate of about one memo per half minute.  All correspondence will go directly to the media.
The media gets a memo on a retirement. The media gets memos on ammunition tax and automobile insurance.  The media gets memos on the Middle East and a base closing.  Then the media receives memos on campaign contributions and on corporate public service.  

The media gets memos on Frenzy and gay killings.  The media also gets memos on the Poet Laureate and the Hip Hops movie.  Then the media gets information on a home invasion and the hurricane issue.   

The media gets a memo about Senator Ogura’s daughter.  The media then gets a memo on Mexico, and information on napkin art and non-prescription medication.  

Then the media is informed about the possible appearance of the Poet Laureate before Congress.  The media gets a memo about the Rights of Children Treaty. 
.

PRESS CONFERENCE

Jay Stephenson, Commercial Fisherman

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Stephenson)

“My name is Jay Stephenson and I make my living fishing.  Well, maybe I should correct that by saying that I used to make my living by catching fish.

I am the fourth generation of Stephensons who have tried to make a living by fishing the waters off the northeastern United States.  My great-great-grandfather began fishing these waters around the time of the Civil War, except for the time that he served with Union Army.  In fact, each generation of the Stephenson family has served this country when it called, and I even had my turn.  And, we all got back to fishing, the work we love, as soon as our service was done.

Now, I want to make an honest living fishing in the waters that I love; but, it is getting harder and harder all the time.  Not only do we have to go out farther and farther to catch fish, but what we catch is quite meager.  And, now the government doesn’t even want us to do that.

Let me level with you.  I am about to go bankrupt.  I’m unable to make the payments on my boat.  I am going to lose my house.  The gas and electric company are going to cut off my heat and power.  I am desperate.  I don’t know how I am going to feed my family.  I want to work. I don’t want to be on welfare.

I haven’t done anything wrong and my family hasn’t done anything wrong.  The reason for the decline in the number of fish is not because of commercial fishermen.  It is because of the environmental pollution that is created by manufacturing, by auto exhaust and by stream runoff due to shoddy agricultural practices and real estate development on the coast.

When a farmer, who grows crops, is in trouble economically because of supply and demand changes, the federal government helps him out with price supports and loans and other measures.

But, you don’t give us any help.  Its like you thought we didn’t even exist.

Please help us.  We just want to make an honest living.  I want to be able to help my kids get an education, so they don’t have to be victimized by the federal government.

Thank you for listening.”

Press Conference

Juan Gonzales, Cuban Ambassador to the United Nations

(simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Gonzales)

“Hello. I am Juan Gonzales, and I am Cuba’s Ambassador to the United Nations.  We do not have an ambassador to the United States because we do not have diplomatic relationships with the United States and, in fact, have been successfully enduring an American economic boycott for nearly 30 years.

As you know, my homeland has been devastated by Hurricane Faye.  This was a tropical storm of immense destructive proportions.  Cubans have suffered greatly and continue to suffer up to this time, because of the effects of the storm.  The injuries, and loss of life and property, have been beyond comprehension.

There has been help; but this help is insufficient.  We have received assistance from the International Red Cross, as well as relief efforts from civilized nations of the world.  Although these efforts have been well intended, they have only scratched the surface.

Presently, thousands of Cuban refugees are fleeing the island where there is a great shortage of food, water and sanitation.  They are heading for Florida, hoping that the United States will take them in.  It is our hope that the United States will turn away from its position of hostility to Cuba, and reach out to their fellow human beings during this hour of need.

I would be happy to answer any questions.”

Editorial

Portland Crusader Newspaper

(simulation coordinator reads editorial to the participants)

The Nigerian situation is a tragedy for both the people of Nigeria and for American foreign policy.

Americans are happy that oil prices have dropped back down to the level they were before the multi-national force secured the oil fields and distribution centers.  We are no longer bothered by high gasoline prices because of events in a far-off land.

Yet, our role is not without consequence.  In effect, America’s support and involvement in the peacekeeping effort has allowed the Nigerian government to move troops from the oil fields to their killing fields.  Each day, the Nigerian government has massacred thousands of innocent men, women and children while the industrialized world has been content to protect the oil supply and its way of life.

We are now in the habit of propping up dictatorships so that we can live a life of luxury.  Our foreign policy is so thoroughly based on self-interest that morality has been abandoned.  We are not amoral in this matter.  We are immoral, and the history books will condemn our government for its actions.

There is no turning back.  The military dictators are celebrating their victories while Americans are thankful for cheap gas prices.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Retirement of Justice Marrow

Justice Marrow sent the following letter of resignation to the President:

“I wish to announce my retirement from the Supreme Court at the end of the current term.  My 35 years of service to government have been most gratifying.  It has been my privilege to serve on the Supreme Court, and I believe I have helped preserve personal and economic freedom in that role.

My plans for retirement are not yet firm; however, I do hope to begin work on my autobiography, and I plan to continue my hobby of growing orchids.

I wish the President and the Senate the best as they find a replacement for me on the Supreme Court.”

The President will be nominating another individual to fill that position and submitting that name to the Senate for confirmation.

TO:
Media

FR:
Citizens Against Gun Violence

RE:
Tax on Ammunition

Those who oppose restrictions on guns often say, “guns don’t kill people.”  Well, they are partially right because guns can’t kill people without bullets.  The combination of duns and ammunition enables gun violence to occur along with death and destruction.

There is current legislation before Congress that is designed to substantially reduce the amount of ammunition that is available in society.  This legislation would impose a 100% tax on ammunition, thus doubling its price.  Also, this legislation would limit ammunition sales to those who are authorized to purchase weapons.  The combination of tight gun regulation along with new restrictions on ammunition will reduce needless deaths and injuries from guns.

It should be noted that the proposed legislation specifically exempts the military and police departments from this tax.  These agencies would be able to purchase needed quantities at existing prices.

The proposed legislation reduces gun violence by going to the source of the problem.  This legislation will save lives.  It deserves your support.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Council for Insurance Reform

RE:
Auto Insurance

The National Council for Insurance Reform (NCIR) heartily endorses Bill 276 on Automobile Insurance.  If passed, this legislation will modernize the process for obtaining and using automobile insurance and it will result in long-term savings for drivers.

Bill 276 simplifies auto insurance for drivers by using just one insurance provider.  Drivers will automatically be insured as long as they are licensed to drive and have an acceptable driving record.  Consumers will no longer have to “shop around” for auto insurance or try to make sense out of complex insurance policies.  Drivers do not even have to worry about paying insurance premiums because support for the insurance fund will be based on a one-dollar tax on each gallon of gasoline.

The claims process will be just as simple.  A single provider would insure all drivers and there would be no need to determine which company should pay.  The determination of responsibility and the payment of claims will be done quickly and without complexity.  Unnecessary litigation would also come to a halt.

In addition, the proposed legislation would increase driver safety because careless or dangerous driving would result in a loss of all insurance coverage.  Reckless drivers would not be able to find some other insurance company that specializes in high-risk cases.

Bill 276 authorizes the creation of an automobile insurance fund manager.  This fund manager will be chosen through a competitive bid process.  Bids would include each competitor’s estimate of projected claims and estimated compensation.  A new National Insurance Commission, appointed by the President, would determine which bid was most appropriate.  The successful company could manage the fund for two years.  

This fund manager would be compensated through a fee equal to 25% of the annual reserve after all claims have been paid.  The fund manager may or may not be selected for an additional two years dependent on the competitive bid process.

The proposed legislation represents a giant step for automobile insurance.  Bill 276 will simplify the process and result in savings for consumers.  

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Middle East Peace Talks

The American-sponsored Middle East Peace Talks being held in northern Virginia seem to be breaking down.  The two sides are quite far apart on the critical issues of borders, timetables and the fate of Jerusalem.

TO:
Media

FR:
Institute for Affordable National Security

RE:
Base Closings

We encourage Congress and the President to pass legislation that would speed up the process of closing down unnecessary military bases.  This legislation will free up $47.5 billion that can be used for other defense or non-defense purposes.

Today’s military no longer requires a large military force or the traditional number of military bases.  Technology has partially replaced military personnel and the support systems that military personnel need.

In addition, the United States no longer faces a large military threat.  With the end of the Cold War, we no longer need a large military force or a complex system of military bases.  Today’s military activities are more limited and are more targeted.

The proposed legislation would assign the Defense Department with the responsibility of identifying additional bases that should be closed and the rate of base closure.

We simply do not need the military base system that developed after the Second World War.  The world has changed and our defense planning must also change.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Campaign Contributions

An audit of the Millworth for President Committee by the Federal Elections Commission shows that the Committee received a contribution from The Colombian Coffee Foundation.  That political action committee or PAC tries to further the interests of the coffee industry based in the Latin American nation of Colombia.

Almost all of the money that was contributed to this political action committee was by American citizens who have connections to the Colombian coffee industry.  One of the American contributors was Pato Sanchez who does not have any connection to the coffee industry.  However, Sanchez is a cousin of Emilio Rodriguez, a Colombian, who is a major player in the Colombian drug cartel.

There is nothing illegal about the contribution from Pato Sanchez.  However, his lack of connection to the Colombian coffee industry and the connection to the drug cartel raises questions about what the Colombian Coffee Foundation was attempting to accomplish.

TO:
The Media

FR:
Council for Corporate Responsibility

RE:
Corporate Public Service

The Council for Corporate Responsibility (CCR) represents those large and small businesses throughout the United States that are dedicated to improving the lives of people in America’s communities.  Private companies have been involved in, and continue to reach out and sponsor charitable activities, ranging from social services to environmental protection, as well as providing educational opportunities for children and adults.  We in corporate America are proud of our efforts.  However, CCR believes that American business can and should do even more.  That is why we strongly support Bill 280 on Corporate Public Service.

The proposed legislation will make it possible for many more businesses to reach out to the communities in which they reside.  The incentives that are built into Bill 280 will make it possible for many businesses that are now “on the fence” to take the necessary steps and contribute more to their communities.  We estimate that Bill 280 will double the number of businesses that engage in corporate public service and we estimate that the value of contributions should grow by about 500%.  That would be quite an accomplishment.

It should be noted that each dollar that business contributes is a dollar that national, state and local governments do not have to spend.  Corporate public service thus reduces the tax burden of government and allows our governments to spend money on the most critical functions.

We believe that corporate sponsored public service is so much more flexible than the old-fashioned approaches of government.  Private contributors are much more willing to experiment with new techniques and not get bogged down in bureaucratic rituals.

Most of the money that is currently contributed by the private sector on public service activities is targeted on the areas of greatest need.  Unlike governmental activities, money is not siphoned off to pay for the salaries and pensions of bureaucrats.  In short, you get more “bang for the buck” when the private sector takes the lead.

CCR urges that Congress and the President get behind Bill 280.  It is time to unleash the creativity of the private sector to solve the nagging problems that have perplexed America’s national, state and local government.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Frenzy

The price of the Frenzy drug has dropped dramatically over recent weeks.  The low cost and ease by which the drug can be produced has made it possible for a multitude of Mom-and-Pop operations to manufacture Frenzy.  The large number of sellers has created so much competition that the price per dose is now competitive with marijuana.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General Sources

RE:
Attacks on Homosexuals

The FBI arrested Ralph Woodley of Tallahassee, Florida and Emerson Jones, an accomplice, for placing a bomb outside of a small apartment building that was home to approximately 45 gay men.  Woodley and Jones were part of a nationwide plot to kill homosexuals.

In addition, the FBI also arrested Al Zurratsko of Providence, Rhode Island in the death of a local television newsman, Rod McIntyre, who was rumored to be gay.  Moreover, the FBI has arrested Jim Geech, the organizer of Searchlight, an e-mail list that was a cover for an anti-gay hate group.  Geech is being charged with organizing the murders of gay men in New York City, Portland, Oregon, Jackson, Mississippi and Providence, Rhode Island.  The Bureau is also questioning over 150 members of Geech’s e-mail list in connection with these murders.  In addition, Geech is being charged with making the “The wages of sin are death” notes that were placed near the scene of each crime, and charged with using the U.S. mails to perpetrate these crimes.

The FBI has not brought any charges against Wendel Lemley and his wife, who maintain the StopSexualPerversion website that is being challenged by Fight Back, a gay rights group.  According to the FBI, the Lemleys’ website was not directly involved in the murders, although the conspirators may have visited the site regularly.

Special Agent Ronald Camp said that it was true that “The wages of sin are death” phrase also appears on the Lemleys’ website; but,” there is no evidence that Wendel Lemley or his wife had any connection to the murders.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Endowment for the Humanities

RE:
Marlene Bennett, Poet Laureate

Ms. Marlene Bennett, the Poet Laureate of the United States may be invited to make an appearance before a Joint Session of Congress.

Ms. Bennett’s poetry strikes at the heart of human emotion, and she has a global reputation.  Ms. Bennett is now on a world tour and is currently in Western Europe.  She will travel to Asia, Africa, South America and Australia before returning to the United States, which she describes as her spiritual beacon.


On her tour, Ms. Bennett will be reading from her recent book, Human Time, Human Space.  Her book reveals humanity’s struggle to break down the barriers that separate one person from another.


Ms. Bennett has been commissioned to write a new poem that she will read before the Congress.  She has titled this poem as America! America! What You Mean to Me, and she describes it as a “cleansing experience in the post-modern world.”

TO:
Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Hip Hop Movie

After months of waiting, Discovery Studios has released a new animated feature film entitled The Hip Hops.  The movie tells the story of the free-wheeling lifestyle of five black Hip Hop artists in a group called Momma’s Worst Nightmare.

The five leading characters are called “Doper,” “Stomper,” “Carjacker.” “Pistol Whipper” and “Out-on-Bail.”  The movie follows the characters as they rap, rob and beat up their women.

Discovery Studios has invested millions in the project, and expects that the film will bring in billions of dollars in sales and promotions.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Home Invasion of Comings Family Residence

Early this morning, a home invasion took place in a gated community outside of Irvine, California.  A group of about seven individuals entered the Peter Comings home and captured Mr. Comings, his wife Patricia Comings and their three children Anne (age 15), Ron (age 7) and Tracey (age 3).  Apparently, a guard at the front gate joined six other men and entered the home through the front door.  A maid, who was inside the house, opened the door for the seven men at approximately 4:30 a.m.

California state and local police officers have surrounded the house.  A leader of the group, a man called Frank, called the police and told them that bombs had been planted throughout the house, and everyone would die if the police made any attempt to capture them.

The group’s leader said that more announcements would be forthcoming.

It is believed that the home invasion was quite purposeful.  Mr. Comings, one of the victims, is the Chief Executive Officer of American Broadcasting Network (ABN) that specializes in action-oriented shows.  Mr. Comings has made a fortune from the earnings of ABN.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Reports

RE:
Cuba

Thousands of Cuban refugees are fleeing their island, where there is a shortage of food, water and sanitation.  They are heading for Florida in hope that the United States will take them in.

The Cuban government is making no effort to stop this exodus.  In fact, the Cuban government may see this as an effective way to deal with shortages.

TO:
Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Kuniko Ogura

Kuniko Ogura, daughter of Senator Ogura, is in a coma as a result of an auto accident near the Senator’s home in Washington D.C.  The driver of the other car was at fault in this accident, and had a blood alcohol level in excess of the legal minimum in the District.  The Senator’s daughter was a passenger, and police report that she was wearing her seat belt.  The impact was on the front passenger side and she was the only person in the car to sustain serious injuries.

Because of this situation, Senator Ogura is unable to be a possible candidate for the Supreme Court judge position that is becoming vacant as a result of Justice Marrow’s retirement at the end of this Supreme Court term.  Ogura certainly would be the top candidate, given the Senator’s vast legal experience and service on the Government Operations Committee.  In fact, the Government Operations Committee makes a recommendation on the nominee before the nomination goes to the full Senate.  Since Ogura chairs the Government Operations Committee, the Senator would probably have had clear sailing.

Unfortunately, however, Ogura is in no position to be considered for a position on the Supreme Court.  Senator Ogura will be performing duties in the Senate, but plans to be at Kuniko’s side whenever possible.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Mexico

Mexican President Rafael Alvarez has been charged with stealing money from the national treasury to enrich himself.  Although Alvarez denies this, financial records show that approximately 10.5 million dollars worth of Mexican funds were moved from a government account destined for the improvement of agriculture to the personal Swiss bank account of President Alvarez.

Miguel Mendez, the left-wing opposition party leader, says that Alvarez should be defeated in the Presidential election next week.  Mendez claims that Alvarez is a puppet for the U.S. government.  Mendez says that if he is elected, he will restore honesty to the Mexican government and transform all of Mexican society.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Celebrity Napkin Art

Pop star Madonna has brought a lawsuit against Bob Young, who is selling replicas of her food-stained napkins on the Internet.   She had eaten at the Futuro Café over a five-year period, and Young is selling replicas of napkins from three of her dinners.  Young sells each of these replicas for $250 or all three for $625.

According to Madonna, “These food stains are my artistic contributions and I should be receiving a royalty on each and every sale.”  The pop star is suing Young for 1.5 million dollars.

TO:
Media

FM:
The Pharmaceutical Association of America


Natural Remedies Council

RE:
Regulation of Non-Prescription Drugs

The Pharmaceutical Association of America joins with the Natural Remedies Council to oppose the ill-conceived Regulation of Non-Prescription Drugs legislation (Bill 222).  This legislation would result in severe hardships for both industries and will result in higher prices for the consumer.

The proposed legislation authorizes the Food and Drug Administration to certify that non-prescription drugs are safe and that advertised benefits are substantiated.  In addition, the legislation specifies that all new non-prescription drugs and supplements must go through a one-year review process.  Existing non-prescription drugs and supplements must go through a six-month review process.

All non-prescription drugs have already gone through a lengthy review process in order to gain approval as prescription medications.  It is only after a prescription drug’s patent has expired that it is transformed into a non-prescription drug that can be sold by the original pharmaceutical firm as well as competing firms.  To ask that these non-prescription drugs go through another review process is unnecessary and counter productive.  It will only raise the prices of these medications.

This legislation also takes the dramatic step of having the Food and Drug Administration regulate supplements.  Supplements are alternatives to regular medication and based on natural healing.  To ask firms making supplements to go through a rigorous six-month approval process will only drive up the price of such remedies and discourage some manufacturers from bringing these products to market.

 Heath care costs are high, and our two industries have been successful in keeping medical costs under control.  It is less expensive for a patient to take a non-prescription drug or supplement than to let symptoms persist and make an unnecessary trip to the doctor. 

Our two industries fear that over-regulation will drive up costs of non-prescription medications and supplements.  This will only unnecessarily push up health care costs for millions of Americans.

TO:
The Media

FR:
National Endowment for the Humanities

RE:
Marlene Bennett, Poet Laureate

Ms. Marlene Bennett, the Poet Laureate of the United States, has taken Europe by storm.  Huge crowds have gathered in Madrid, Rome and Berlin to hear her read from her latest book, Human Time, Human Space, which describes humanity’s struggle to break down the barriers that separate one person from another.

Upon completion of her world tour, Ms. Bennett will return to the United States, and she may be invited to make an appearance before a Joint Session of Congress.

Ms. Bennett has been commissioned to write a new poem that she will read before the Congress.  She has titled this poem as America! America! What You Mean to Me, and she describes it as a “cleansing experience in the post-modern world.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
Council for the Rights of Children

RE:
Rights of Children Treaty

The Council for the Rights of Children (CRC) urges the United States Senate to vote in favor of the proposed International Rights of Children Treaty (Bill 275).  America’s ratification of this treaty will encourage other nations that have signed the treaty to also ratify the document.  In so doing, children of the world will be protected against physical or emotional abuse.  If America fails to ratify the treaty, then other nations, where child abuse occurs regularly, will feel comfortable in not ratifying the treaty and they will ignore this problem.

Children throughout the world are so vulnerable from abuse by parents, relatives and others.  Quite often, girls and boys are dependent on adults for their survival and are quite powerless in the face of abuse.  In some countries, children are routinely abused on a daily basis and suffer long-term consequences.  This must stop, and the United States must be in the forefront of countries that fight for the rights of children.

In the spirit of international cooperation, a previous U.S. administration signed the International Treaty on the Rights of Children.  This treaty guarantees that all children in the signatory nations will be protected against physical or emotional abuse resulting from force or intimidation.  The United States, as a signatory nation, would extend that guarantee to American children and authorize children to bring legal action against any government, private organization, parent or other person who violated their rights.

Those who violate the rights of the children would be subject to criminal penalties in the state where the crime took place.  They could also be subject to lawsuits in that same state.

This Treaty is now before the United States Senate for ratification.  Agreement by the Senate will make America an example for the world.  We will show other countries that we value children, our greatest resource, and we believe that they have fundamental rights.

It is time that the Senate stood up for the rights of children.  Senators can show that children are valued even though they cannot vote.  Please support Bill 275.

