SCRIPT for SESSION #6

(Court micro simulation)
The session begins with a media report followed by a press conference and editorial.  The press conference is on the subject of taxes and the editorial focuses on the birth defects issue.

Then have participants break into their work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  All correspondence will go directly to the media.

Start by giving the media a memo on auto leasing.  After that, you can give the media correspondence on environmental pollution and birth defects, the situation in Brazil, the inflation issue and the burning of a white church.

You will then distribute a memo to the media with information about Senator Nunelly and the fuel cell issue.  The media will then receive correspondence about the initiation scandal at the Naval Academy.

Towards the end of the session, the media receives notification of an unsuccessful assassination attempt on the President. 
Press Conference

Bertie Dodson, President

American Taxpayers Alliance

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Dodson)

“Hello.  My name is Bertie Dodson and I am President of the American Taxpayers Alliance.  I have come before you today to address the inflationary problems that have been eroding the wages and savings of all Americans.  My organization recognizes that this problem is complex; however, we are quite convinced that the federal government has ultimate responsibility.

The national government has been responsible because of years of borrowing.  This has left us with a debt that will take several generations to pay back.  Fortunately, some recent administrations have been able to run annual surpluses and not build up the debt level even more.

The American Taxpayers Alliance recommends that we create an annual surplus by cutting back on federal spending.  Then, we suggest that this larger surplus should be returned to the citizens in the form of a tax credit.  The tax credit should be based on the total income of the taxpayer.  The largest credits should go to those whose incomes are most likely to be taxed.

Ordinary Americans need relief against rising prices.  Giving a tax credit would provide that relief.  It would put money in the hands of ordinary people so that they could pay the higher prices.

 Thank you for your attention.  I would be happy to answer any questions.”

Editorial

Madison Post Newspaper

(Simulation coordinator reads the editorial)

Those of us in Madison, Wisconsin is blessed with clean air and we want to keep it that way.  Unfortunately, much of the air in major metropolitan areas in the United States is not nearly so clean.  And that air pollution needs to be cleaned up.

There is evidence which suggests that air pollution is a bigger health problem than we thought.  For a long time, we have recognized that air pollution was hazardous to those with breathing problems, as well as to the elderly.  Now, we have reason to suspect that air pollution raises the number of birth defects and leads to more spontaneous abortions.

Congress, listen up.  If we can put a man on the moon, we certainly ought to be able to clean up the air in our metropolitan areas.  Our children and future generations deserve clean air and a chance to have a normal life.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Leasing Prices

Other domestic car companies are also raising their prices by 20% for the next model year.  There is no evidence that these companies have conspired.  Such pricing behavior is common in the industry. The companies will compete in terms of what they include in leasing; but they will hold firm on the price.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Class Action Suit

Attorneys for the National Council for Environmental Quality (NCEQ) filed a $250 billion class action suit against the automobile industry and other industries on behalf of more than 100,000 women throughout the United States.  Those participating in the class action suit claim that they underwent a spontaneous abortion in the second trimester of pregnancy, or that their children were born with birth defects as a result of air pollution.  The NCEQ is also seeking other claimants through advertisements in newspapers, magazines, radio and television, as well as through the Internet.

One of the claimants in the suit, Mrs. Antoinette Funicello, felt that her life has been dramatically affected by the loss of her first child through a spontaneous abortion followed three years later by the birth of her daughter, Melissa.   Melissa Funicello was born without either leg.  Mrs. Funicello was raised in Los Angeles, California and grew up in a polluted environment.  She believes that  “the loss of my first child and my daughter’s birth defect were a direct result of that air pollution.”  Mrs. Funicello says, “The industries that were responsible should have to pay for the damage that they have done.”

This lawsuit grows out of research at the University of Michigan and UCLA that makes a link between air pollution and birth defects as well as spontaneous abortions.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Brazilian Conflict

The UN Peacekeepers arrived in western Brazil today on their mission of mercy and took up positions around the 10,000 acres of ancestral lands of the Guarany-Kaiowa Indians.  Units of the Brazilian army occupied nearby positions in an effort to separate settlers from the peacekeepers. 

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
The Federal Reserve

Officials at the Federal Reserve have indicated that they are quite willing to raise interest rates by an additional two percentage points if the current inflation is not curtailed quickly.  This has prompted a steep decline on the stock and bond markets.

.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Church Burning

A white church in Nebraska was bombed last night.  The techniques were the same as in the bombings of the African American churches.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Senator Nunnelly of Maine

Representatives of the American Fossil Fuel Federation (AFFF) are expressing apprehension about Senator Nunnelly, who has been promoting the use of alternative energy sources.  AFFF’s concern is that the Senator is trying to promote the interests of someone in the State of Maine who is developing alternative energy sources.

Rex Rogaine, a representative of the AFFF, said, “the Senator may be trying to use the federal government as a way to destroy other energy sources, so that Nunnelly’s ‘buddiies’ in Maine get control of the nation’s energy and hold the country hostage.”

Rogaine also says Nunnelly “is an advocate of big government and doesn’t really trust the system of private enterprise.”   In fact, Rogaine suggests that “Nunnelly is a liberal Democrat pretending to be a Republican.” 

There are reports that Nunnelly has been meeting with Lane Siedel, a lawyer who has been trying to promote alternative energy sources.  Siedel has been quoted as saying “the fossil fuel industry must be destroyed before they destroy us.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

A high school friend of one of the female cadets involved in the sexual misconduct scandal has said that her former classmate was “pretty friendly with guys and enjoyed flirting.”  However, she did not think that her former classmate “would do anything wrong.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Attempt on the Life of President Millworth

There has just been an attempt on the life of President Millworth.  The President had completed a speech in Alexandria, Virginia for Governor Shannon.  After leaving the fundraising dinner, the President was being escorted to a car when a man in the crowd pulled a gun out and rushed towards the President.

A Secret Service Agent, Adam Pilsner, pushed the President into the car.  The assailant fired in the direction of the President and struck Agent Pilsner.  The President’s car then drove away with the President safely inside and returned to the White House.

Agent Pilsner was taken to the emergency room at Walter Reed Hospital and is in guarded condition as a result of the gunshot wound.  The assailant was killed by other Secret Service agents and has yet to be identified

