SCRIPT for SESSION #6

(Court micro simulation)

The session begins with a media report followed by a press conference on the Nigerian civil war by the African-American Heritage Council.

Then have participants break into their work groups.
Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per minute.  All correspondence will go directly to the media.

Begin by giving the media memos on the issues of campaign contributions, protests by commercial fishermen over the endangered fish issue, further developments in the Frenzy drug problem, yet another gay killing and Cuban reaction to the hurricane relief proposal.

Now give the media additional information about napkin art.  Finally, give the media a memo about the Nigerian civil war.

Press Conference

Reverend Kawana Murphy

Director of The African-American Heritage Council

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Murphy)

“My name is Reverend Kawana Murphy.  I am the Director of The African-American Heritage Council that is headquartered in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Our organization exists in order to bridge the gap between today’s African-American citizens and their historic homelands on the African continent.

I’m here before you today to speak of America’s foreign policy towards the country of Nigeria.  As you know, the United States, like many other industrialized nations, has intervened in Nigerian politics.

This Western intervention was not done to stop the killing.  The killing continues with even more ferocity than it did before the Peacekeepers arrived.  In fact, since the arrival of the so-called Peacekeepers, the government of Nigeria has stepped up its reign of terror against its own citizens.

The Western intervention was designed to achieve one goal, and that is to keep the Nigerian oil flowing.  The President and Congress of the United States are probably very proud that they have achieved their goal, because the oil fields are secure and the price of oil is falling.

This trade-off of innocent lives for barrels of oil is acceptable to the government of the United States because those lost lives are among people of color.  In the minds of the current administration, the carnage in Nigeria is tolerable because Nigerians are not real people.  From the perspective of the current leadership, the Nigerians are like annoying ants at a picnic and should be eliminated.

Although I am disgusted that America values oil more than it does black people, I am not really surprised.  After all, America has a long history of racism and this is just the latest case in point.

You have a racist in the White House, and that racist President is surrounded by an administration that is filled with racists, and a Congress filled by members who are really good at looking the other way while a holocaust is taking place.

I would be delighted to answer any questions that you might have.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Presidential Campaign Contributions

Toshi Sunkara, a Japanese-American, and a contributor to the Committee for Stability in Trade said that his contribution to the Committee was completely voluntary and had nothing to do with the grant that he had received from the Japanese Goodwill Committee. 

Sunkara, who owns an import-export firm in California, said that the money he had received from the Japanese Goodwill Committee (JGC) was used to make an informational video on U.S-Japanese trade that will be distributed to those who are concerned about trade issues.  He was awarded this grant because of his knowledge of trade relationships between the United States and Japan.

His own contribution to the Committee for Stability in Trade did not exceed the legal limits and was much smaller than the amount he had received from the JGC grant.  

Sunkara resented that fact that he was being seen as a representative of the Japanese government.   He released a statement that said, “I am a Japanese-American businessman and I have been trying to further my business interests in the import-export trade.  I am an American citizen who just happens to be of Japanese descent.  We don’t assume that every dollar donated to a political campaign from a Jewish-American is somehow a bribe from Israel.  Why do we put Japanese-Americans under such a microscope?”

TO:
 Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Sympathy Demonstrations

In thousands of harbors in the United States, commercial fishermen have been obstructing weekend pleasure boat traffic with their fishing boats. The commercial fishermen are flying black flags, wearing black arm bands and displaying signs that say “There are hungry people catching your next fish dinner” or “Stop pollution, not commercial fishing.”  These demonstrations have taken place in response to the federal government’s decision to restrict catches of the New England Flouter off the northeastern coast.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Frenzy Festival

The Frenzy Festival near Mt. Airy, Maryland drew a crowd of about 90,000 teenagers from all fifty states.  Generally, participants were well behaved, and there were only three incidents of illegal possession of Frenzy on the grounds of the Festival.  Arrests were made in each of those cases, and those attending the Festival laughed and gave obscene gestures to the federal, state and local officials involved in the arrests.  Informed sources claim that the bulk of illegal distribution and use of Frenzy took place in nearby towns.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Attack on Homosexual

Rod McIntyre, a local television newsman in Providence, Rhode Island, was killed during a 5 a.m. jog in a park near his suburban apartment building.  Police say that the killer shot the victim with a hunting rifle from a wooded hillside, and then, apparently, fled on foot.  Police say that the assailant was probably picked up by an accomplice and driven off without attracting any attention.

Police were later called and told to go to the back of a convenience store, where they found the message: “The wages of sin are death.”  After an investigation, the police determined that the victim was gay.  Although McIntyre did not draw attention to his sexual orientation, there was general knowledge that the newsman was gay.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Reports

RE:
Cuba

The Cuban government claims that it does not want help from the United States.  However, the Cubans say they will take assistance from Canada, a country that has diplomatic relationships with Cuba.  They added that they would not turn down assistance if it were given to Canada, and distributed by Canada.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Celebrity Napkin Art

Several celebrities are now mounting shows of their own napkin art. 

In Hollywood, screen actor Robert De Niro is exhibiting 14 napkins that he used during a two-week period of filming.  He is particularly proud of a napkin that contains spinach and goat cheese stains. 

Gwyneth Paltrow is also staging a napkin art collection in Santa Fe on the theme of Desserts to Die For.  She believes that her pumpkin pie-stained napkin describes her life.

Country Western singers Willie Nelson and Winona Ryder have teamed up on a Down Home Cooking Celebrity Art Show in Nashville, Tennessee, and they have napkins that are stained with fried chicken and black-eyed peas.

Golfing legend Tiger Woods is also showing napkins he used at home at the conclusion of the last season.  His collection contains napkins that are stained with Hungarian goulash as well as a Cambodian dish call Pol Pot Ped.  The Tiger Woods Celebrity Napkin Art collection will be shown in Miami, Florida next week.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Update on Nigeria

The situation continues to deteriorate in Nigeria.  Nigerians are still dying at the rate of about 1,100 a day and the peace process is completely stalled.  However, oil prices continue to drop and are now down 25% from the high.  Once prices have dropped 50% from the high point they will be back to the level before the Nigerian problems exploded.

Experts are much more optimistic about the oil supply from Nigeria than about the internal politics of the country.  They believe that the oil fields can still be unharmed even if the nation experiences long-term civil war.  This can happen as long as the United Nations forces maintain their presence in the Delta.

