SCRIPT for SESSION #4

(Court micro simulation)

.

The session begins with a media report followed by two press conferences and an editorial.  One news conference is on automobile leasing and the other is on birth defects.  The editorial reacts to the scandal at the Naval Academy.

When participants break into their work groups, tell them to begin their work on judicial matters.

Start distributing other story line information at the rate of about one memo per half minute.  All correspondence will go directly to the media.

The media receives information on proposed alcohol litigation legislation and a memo regarding a biological weapons threat.  The media will then receive an update on the Brazil situation.  These are followed by memos to the media regarding inflation and reactions to the burning of a black church as well as a memo regarding proposed civilian targets legislation.

The media receives memos regarding proposed legislation on home ownership, a national lottery and importation of aborted fetuses.  The media then receives memos about the initiation scandal at the Naval Academy and the situation in Brazil.
Press Conference

Robert/Roberta Slimeball, CEO

Universal Motors

(Simulation coordinator assumes the identity of Slimeball)

Greetings.  I am Robert/Roberta Slimeball, CEO of Universal Motors.

Those of us at Universal Motors are so proud that our company is the industry leader in promoting the lease-only approach to automobile distribution.  This is going to be an excellent deal for consumers, because it will give them the most up-to-date technology and luxury features.  Consumers will never ever again need to wish that they waited for the new model year.  They are always going to have a late model car.  This is a real value.

I am troubled that some special interest groups and some politicians can’t seem to understand the motives of our industry.  Those who call for more regulation of the auto industry are simply a bunch of socialists who want to control private enterprise.

Do you have any questions?”

Press Conference

Avery Stonewall, CEO

American Conference of Business and Enterprise

(Simulation coordinator or surrogate assumes the identity of Stonewall)

“My name is Avery Stonewall and I am the Chief Executive Officer of the American Conference of Business and Enterprise (ACBE).  Our organization is dedicated to efforts that keep America working.  We have been trying to shape government policies so that businesses can prosper and that the benefits can spread out to the American people. I come to you today to give you some straight talk about extreme environmentalists who are trying to scare America into adopting policies that will decimate our economy.

No doubt, you have heard about the research studies at the University of Michigan and the University of California – Los Angeles.  This research says air pollution over the last 30-40 years has led to more spontaneous abortions and birth defects today.  It claims that women who were raised amidst air pollution have suffered damage to their DNA, with negative results for their offspring.

The ACBE is indeed concerned about an increase in spontaneous abortions and birth defects.  However, we should all be aware that the number of birth defects and spontaneous abortions are greater today, in part, because there are many more pregnancies than there were 30-40 years ago.  So, it is quite a stretch to say that we are facing a national crisis regarding birth defects or abortions.

The environmental fanatics point the finger at air pollution as the cause of the supposed increase in spontaneous abortions and birth defects.  And these extremists claim that America’s businesses and America’s automobile drivers are the culprits.   If, and it is a big IF, these unfortunate occurrences are related to environmental pollution, it is another big stretch to assume that air pollution is the only type of environmental pollution.  What about water quality?  What about increased exposure to chemicals?  What about increased exposure to radioactive substances?  To point the finger at air pollution for a problem that might not exist is only a scare tactic.

Perhaps the biggest part of this environmental scam, is the unproved assumption that DNA has been altered.  There is not a stitch of evidence to confirm this.  In fact, they put the burden on women for the abortions and birth defects.  Remember, men were involved in these pregnancies.  You know it takes two to tango.  National Council for Environmental Quality takes this shabby research and then calls for radical surgery on the American economy.  Are Americans willing to put up with unemployment and walking to work in order to please the environmentalists?

I will be happy to take any questions.”

Editorial

Bangor Banner Newspaper

(Simulation coordinator reads editorial)

The silence coming out of the Naval Academy is deafening.  Two female cadets have been subjected to humiliation in a twisted sexual initiation ceremony.  The women deserve to have the case heard, and the culprits should never be allowed to wear their nation’s uniform.

How could this occur in one of our nation’s elite military academies?  What has happened to recruitment standards?  What has happened to civil behavior?  Who is running the academy?  What does the commander-in-chief have to say about this?  There are too many unanswered questions.

TO:
Media

FR:
The Alcohol Beverage Council

RE:
Alcohol Litigation Fund

The Alcohol Beverage Council (ABC) wishes to endorse legislation that would create an Alcohol Litigation Fund.

For the past several years, our industry has been urging consumers to enjoy our products in a responsible fashion.  We have told our customers to drink in moderation at all times.  We have discouraged drunk driving, alcohol consumption by pregnant women and binge drinking.

In spite of our warnings, some individuals disregard our advice and do not drink responsibly.  Unfortunately, these individuals may pay a high price later in their lives later from accidents, injury or disease.

We know that the lawyers are just waiting for the consequences of irresponsible alcohol consumption to emerge.  And, we know that these lawyers will more than likely wish to place the blame on our industry, and seek financial compensation for their clients.

The ABC believes that an Alcohol Litigation Fund is the best way to protect alcohol consumers as well as alcohol beverage producers.  This fund would be able to make financial awards in cases where a producer might be found to be negligent.  The law channels all litigation activity to the fund and does not allow individuals or organizations to bring lawsuits for compensation outside the resources of the fund.

We realize that the 20% increase to the product price will have negative consequences on our industry and will result in fewer sales of our product. However, the mere existence of the fund will protect the producers against endless litigation.

The Council urges the Congress and the President to support the creation of this new fund.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Reports

RE:
Drug Smuggling

Sources associated with drug smuggling have said that nothing has really changed for drug smugglers since security measures were introduced in Uzbekistan.  Drugs are moving just as freely now as ever before, and the border sealing by Uzbekistan was probably a publicity stunt to cover the real activities.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Brazilian Situation

Groups of armed settlers in Western Brazil, under the leadership of Heliomar Sao Paulo are engaging in a two-front war with the Guarany-Kaiowa Indians.  Some settlers are facing off with Indian tribesmen in skirmishes on disputed land.  Other settlers are taking the war to the Indian’s villages with the goal of killing as many Indian women as they can.

Indians are vastly outnumbered, and the Indians’ bows and arrows cannot counteract the rifles and armaments of the settlers.

Brazilian President Collor has said that the “Brazilian military is investigating this” but he suspects “the reports of atrocities are greatly exaggerated.”  When asked about the possibility of United Nations intervention, Collor said, “This is an internal problem for Brazil and if UN help is needed, then, Brazil will make a request.”

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Raw Materials Prices

The inflationary spiral seems to be continuing.  The futures markets for raw materials like petroleum and oil have jumped to 17% over the same time last year.  This will translate into consumer price increases of about 20% at some point in the future.

All of this seems to be related to the new consumerism in China.  The flood of Chinese consumers is pushing up all prices from their current levels.

TO:
The Media

FR:
News Reports

RE:
March on Washington in Response to Church Burnings

Nearly a million African Americans converged on Washington, D.C. today to participate in a march protesting the federal government’s unwillingness or inability to stop the bombing and burning of African American churches.  Leaders of the march say that the crimes would already be solved, and prosecutions would be under way, if the victims were white.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
National Council for Peace and Justice

RE:
Civilian Targets

The National Council for Peace and Justice (NCJP) appeals to the Congress and the President to save innocent lives by passing Bill 197.  The bill instructs our military to avoid operations against civilian targets when our armed forces are deployed in a foreign country.  By adopting this measure, America will set an excellent example for other nations and establish a new standard of civility.

In modern war, the highest casualties result from attacks on civilian targets. Innocent people (men, women and children) are often maimed or killed because invading forces refuse to make a distinction between their military objective and the civilian population.  This approach of “total destruction” is just as true for our American military as it is for the armed forces of other countries.

This is a rather new development in warfare.  In earlier times, military leaders had the good sense and decency to concentrate their destruction on the opposing army and not the civilian population.  However, that is not the case today, when civilians carry a heavier burden than the competing armies.

Bill 197 is a major step in reversing the horrific tendency of modern war to work its greatest hardship on innocent people.  It does so by guiding our military leaders to limit their attacks to military targets, as well as related political and industrial targets, in a hostile nation.  Under the proposed legislation, civilian housing, heath care, educational and religious facilities would be avoided unless those facilities are part of an enemy’s military operation.

The National Council for Peace and Justice (NCPJ) urges that Bill 197 be passed.  It is a reasonable piece of legislation and it is long overdue.  We ask that our political leaders take a stand for humanity.

It all comes down to one basic question.  Exactly what military objective is achieved by killing a small child?

TO:
The Media

FR:
Taking Back America

RE:
Family Programming

Americans are being subjected to a steady diet of filth, violence and stupidity on broadcast, cable and satellite television.  This is particularly damaging for our children who absorb a sick view of the world from hours of television viewing.  Those in the television industry are undermining the hard work of schools, churches and parents when they offer up the garbage that they call television programs.

Those of us at Taking Back America (TBA) have had enough, and that is why we support Bill 189.  This legislation, if passed, will raise the standards for the television industry by making family programming a more prominent part of overall programming.

Bill 189 would require that 20% or about 5 hours of the television day be dedicated to quality family programming.  And, the legislation would require that these family programs must be shown between 2:00 p.m. and midnight, a ten-hour period.  This means that about half the after school and evening viewing time would concentrate on family-oriented programs.

Programmers would still be able to offer “junk” for most of the day, including the fourteen hours between midnight and 2:00 p.m.  They would just be unable to use their “best” hours to display the worst they have to offer.  They would have to inflict their mindless fare when the audience size is smaller.

Our children deserve to grow up in a world that is supportive.  We can do this in our own family life.  We can do this with the help of our schools and churches.  However, we can’t create this supportive world for children if television, one of the most important forces in contemporary life, offers a steady diet of dysfunctional and objectionable programs.  We all have to pull in the same direction and that includes television.  We need to do this for the children.

Television executives have had decades to clean up their acts, and they have only made things worse.  It is now time that government put an end to voluntary goals and require television executives to meet higher standards.

It should be remembered that the right to use the airwaves and transmission lines is ultimately given by the American people.  We, the people, have the right to demand that those who profit from sending signals must be certain that content of their programs helps society, rather than undermines the social fabric.

We at TBA urge that our leaders adopt Bill 189 and insist that television meet its potential.  Our children are more important than profit margins.

TO:
Media

FR:
Forum for Economic Development

RE:
Home Ownership Incentive

The proposed legislation providing an incentive for home ownership (172) is a sound idea that will create stronger communities throughout America. 

This bill would raise the income tax deduction for mortgage interest and taxes from 100% to 125%.  For a homeowner who has an interest payment of $800.00 and a $200.00 property tax payment, the income tax deduction would increase from $1000.00 per month to $1,250.00.  On an annual basis this deduction would increase from $12,000.00 to $15,000.  That is an additional $3,000 deduction that would result in a lower total income tax bill, and would enable homeowners to use their funds for other purposes.

The increased incentive would encourage even more people to become homeowners.  And this is good for America.  Communities will be more stable.  Individuals will have a greater stake in their piece of the American Dream.

Fundamentally, this bill will provide the greatest incentive to those who are struggling to become part of the American middle class.  It encourages these people to work hard, save up and invest in their future.  These apartment dwellers will become homeowners and strengthen the fabric of our society.

At a fundamental level, this bill is also an anti-crime bill and an anti-poverty bill combined.  It encourages the establishment of stable communities and provides an unfriendly environment for criminals.  It is an anti-poverty bill in that it encourages hard work and achievement.

This is a pro-America bill and it deserves to be passed.

TO:
The Media

FR:
American Council for Tax Reform

RE:
National Lottery

The American Council for Tax Reform (ACTR) endorses Bill 208 and believes a national lottery would be beneficial to this country.  The lottery, as proposed in the legislation, would enable us to reduce the federal income tax and thereby strengthen our economy.  It also could serve as a reliable means of support for a multitude of federal programs.

The current federal income tax penalizes hard work and ingenuity by taking an increasing share of one’s income as one becomes more successful.  Basically, the more money you make, the higher your tax rate becomes.  This is certainly a disincentive and weakens economic expansion.

Although there have been efforts to lower federal income tax rates, our country has still relied on the income tax as the major source of revenue.  Most federal programs count on the income tax as the most significant funding source for their activities.

The proposed lottery is a huge step in the right direction.  If Bill 208 is appropriately amended, the income tax could be dropped by $40 billion dollars a year, and that would make meaningful rate reductions possible.  This would unleash a burst of activity in our economy and yield financial gains for years to come.

A national lottery has the distinct advantage of raising money without reducing individual choice.  An individual makes the decision to play the lottery in the hopes of winning one of the weekly grand prizes of $20 million or one of the $100,000 secondary prizes.  The money that goes into the lottery is not taken away from anyone.  It is all done voluntarily.  That is so different than the income tax that practically everyone must pay.  Our current income tax simply confiscates our hard-earned dollars.

The money raised by the proposed lottery could practically support all the expenditures for transportation or could almost support the combined federal budgets for science, space technology, natural resources and the environment.  It could even support our programs for veterans.  In any case, the lottery could make a major contribution to our nation.  And some day, an expanded lottery could accomplish even more.

The bottom line is that a lottery would free the national government from its current reliance on the income tax.  Bill 208 would have a profound impact and deserves your support.  It makes good sense and the time is right for such a change.

TO:
Media

FR:
Life Watch

RE:
Importing Genetic Material from Aborted Fetuses

The proposed legislation (Bill 200) on importing aborted fetuses for medical uses is a dangerous bill and should not be adopted.

This bill is an outright attack on the unborn.  It encourages the development of abortion factories in foreign countries that will harvest fetuses for export to America.  It is simply a way to get around restrictions in this country.

Life is sacred.  It doesn’t matter that a child is conceived in Asia, Africa, Latin America or some other location.  It is still a child and it deserves to live.  We need to protect life wherever we find it.  It is our duty.

There is absolutely no way to be assured that these overseas abortion factories would be performing abortions that are “medically necessary.”  We would simply have to take the word of fast-buck artists who will pay women to come in and have an abortion.  A woman in a poor country might easily sell her aborted fetus to pay for life’s necessities.

Medical research that uses aborted fetuses for tests or treatment is an abomination before God.  We have no right to sacrifice life overseas so that Americans can be more comfortable.  Are we going to use aborted fetuses to prevent hair loss, improve sexual functioning or have a more youthful complexion?  It is wrong and should not be allowed to happen.

Please do not support this abortion factory bill.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

The Naval Academy announced that it has begun investigations regarding charges that upperclassmen at the Academy forced female cadets to engage in sexual activities as part of an initiation.  The men who have been accused are not making any statements.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General Sources

RE:
Brazilian Situation

The UN has adopted a U.S. sponsored resolution to “bring about orderly change in Brazil and end any ethnic cleansing.”  This UN resolution will be implemented by 1500 Peacekeepers from India, Austria, Australia, Canada and the United States under General Charles LeMieux of France.  The U.S. government is contributing about 500 Peacekeepers.

The peacekeeping force will serve as observers and will keep hostile groups separated.  The Peacekeepers will only defend themselves if attacked.

