SCRIPT for SESSION #1

(Court micro simulation)

When participants break into their work groups, tell them to begin their work on judicial matters.

Start distributing story line information at the rate of about one memo per half minute.  All correspondence will go directly to the media.

First, give the media memos on auto leasing, a biological weapons threat, pollution/birth defects, possible ethnic cleansing in Brazil, inflation related to Chinese consumerism and the bombing of a black church.

Give the media memos on legislative proposals about family leave and gender testing.

Then distribute correspondence to the media about an initiation scandal at the Naval academy.  After that, give the media memos about legislative proposals on interest income, the military draft and minimum wage.

At this point, give the media a memo about a legislative proposal on robotic soldiers.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Universal Motors Plans for Lease-Only Vehicles

Universal Motors announced yesterday that it would stop selling new cars after the current model year.  Instead, it plans to distribute all vehicles through leases that can run from one to three years.  Universal Motors claims that customers will get more car or truck for their money through leasing and they will be able to keep up with the latest technological innovations.  UM also says that lease-only plans will stabilize the process of distributing vehicles.  Universal Motors claims that leasing will promote a new era in car manufacturing and distribution.

UM says that used cars will continue to be sold, and it expects the customers will win out through being able to buy top quality cars that were formerly leased.

The Department of Commerce and the Attorney General believe that UM is within its rights to move towards lease-only in the distribution of vehicles.  UM cars are private property and the company has the right to do whatever it wants with its property.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Security Alert in Uzbekistan

The government of Uzbekistan, a former republic of the Soviet Union, has established a security alert and is searching all vehicles coming into and leaving the country.  According to Uzbek sources, this action was taken to stop international smuggling of heroin.

Other sources express doubts about the Uzbek actions, noting that officials in the Uzbek government have been suspected of being involved in drug smuggling in the past.

There is still no announcement from the U.S. government on this matter.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Air Pollution and Birth Defects/Spontaneous Abortions

University of Michigan researchers have confirmed the finding of UCLA researchers, who have found a link between air pollution and birth defects as well as spontaneous abortions.  The Michigan study examined the consequences of air pollution in five metropolitan areas (Detroit, Boston, Atlanta, Dallas and Los Angeles) and found that a woman of child-bearing age who was raised within the air pollution in these metropolitan areas was five times more likely to give birth to a child with birth defects, and three times more likely to have a spontaneous abortion, than a woman of child-bearing age 30-40 years ago in these same geographical areas. 

Researchers believe that years of air pollution have slightly altered the DNA of the young women, and have given genetic instructions to the offspring to be born without eyes, ears, arms, legs, fingers, toes or certain internal organs.  Researchers also concluded that some of the women had DNA that was so altered as to spontaneously abort their offspring in the second trimester of pregnancy.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Brazilian Conflict

The situation continues to deteriorate in western Brazil near the Paraguayan border, about 900 miles west of Rio de Janeiro.  Increasingly bloody attacks occur between native Indians and settlers over disputed land.

At this point, the Brazilian government has all but abandoned an agreement that was formulated in the early 1990s by former President Fernando Collor.  That agreement stipulated those 10,000 acres of ancestral lands would be returned to the Guarany-Kaiowa Indians, and that settlers who lived on that land would be compensated by the Federal Indian Bureau of Brazil.  However, the Bureau has seen its budget shrink over 80% and it has not been able to compensate farmers.  Consequently, farmers have refused to leave the land and Indians have been trying to drive them out of the area.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Chinese Economic Miracle

The increasing rate of consumption by the Chinese and their greater reliance on U.S. imports represents an economic miracle for their economy.  After years of living at a near subsistence level and saving nearly everything they made, today’s Chinese citizens are more inclined to spend, and they have begun to import American financial services products (banking, investments and insurance), as well as information technology and entertainment products.

The overall effect of the Chinese miracle is very good news for the American economy.  In recent years, the American economy has been restrained by a low savings rate, high consumption and a negative balance of payments (more imports of foreign goods than exports of U.S goods to foreign markets).  Early indications are showing that the increase in Chinese imports of U.S. goods and services will enable Americans to spend at the same high level, not increase savings, and experience greater productivity because of the increased Chinese demand.  Put simply, the Chinese miracle is a shot in the arm for the American economy.

Increased Chinese demand for our financial services, information technologies and entertainment products spill over into the rest of the U.S. economy.  Those who are employed in those “hot” export industries are fueling the rest of the economy.  Nearly all companies are increasing hiring and building up inventories to meet the demand for goods and services.

The only possible negative in this Chinese economic miracle is that this increase in U.S. domestic activity is somewhat inflationary.  If the economy heats up too much, the Federal Reserve System might have to increase interest rates. 

TO: 
The Media

FR:
General News Reports

RE:
Church Burnings

Last night, at 10:49 p.m., an African American church was burned to the ground in a small town outside of Atlanta, Georgia.  As in other cases, the warning took place just before the fire was set.  And, as in other cases, the fire was set when a bomb exploded, igniting several gallons of gasoline that had been placed in the area.

There were no fatalities in this case.  However, it is only a matter of time until there is a fatality or an injury.  This is the third incident this year in which an African American church was bombed.

The FBI has declined to comment on the attacks at this time.

TO: 
Media

FR:
Conference for Economic Growth

RE:
Family Leave

Those of us at the Conference for Economic Growth (CEG) wish to express our deepest concerns about Bill 111 on Family Leave.  We believe that this bill is more aptly titled “The Business Destruction Act” and it should be defeated.

Those who propose this Family Leave bill may have good intentions.  However, this expansion of the family leave idea creates stipulations that make it nearly impossible for businesses.  The bill will certainly increase the cost of doing business and these costs will ultimately be passed on to consumers.  The bill will result in both a decline in productivity as well as rising prices.  The bottom line is that this proposed legislation will have the impact of reducing the standard of living for all Americans.

Under the proposed legislation, employees would have the right to take an unpaid leave for child rearing or family illness equal to 365 days over a five-year period.  Given that the normal work year contains only 260 days (five work days multiplied by 52 weeks), the 365 days of leave really approaches a year-and-a-half of missed working days.

After using this leave, employees would have the right to return to their positions or similar positions.  This makes it very difficult for the organization to plan.  Replacement employees would need to be trained and then let go every time “permanent” employees returned.

Perhaps one of the most sinister aspects of the proposed legislation is how it is silent on the issue of benefits.  It is true that employees would not be paid wages or salaries during their periods of absence.  However, expensive benefits would most likely continue and the employer would be paying such costs.  This would be giving the non-working employee free health insurance and other benefits for nearly a year-and-a-half.  This would be on top of any benefit cost for the replacement employees.

If the government is truly interested in making Family Leave work for businesses, then, the government should be willing to allow employers to deduct all family leave expenses plus a percentage of those expenses (such as 20%) from a company’s Corporate Income taxes.  In addition, the business can’t be expected to keep an employee over a five-year period if that employee is gone for nearly a year-and-half.  If government is really interested in helping someone care for their family or raise their children, then government should pay the retraining expenses of employees who must leave their jobs.  As it stands, the government wants to support families, but expects the business community to carry out this half-baked idea.  We urge that Bill 111 be defeated.

TO:
Media

FR:
Voices for the Unborn

RE:
Gender Testing

Protecting the unborn from the cruel instruments of mass-market abortionists is a seven-day a week, twenty-four-hour a day task.  This is why our organization, Voices for the Unborn, is urging Congress and the President to adopt the Gender Testing legislation (121) that is now before Congress.  This legislation prohibits medical personnel from providing diagnostic tests that provide information on an unborn child’s gender.

This legislation prevents doctors from providing any help to parents who wish to select the gender of their child.  It makes it far more difficult for parents to authorize the abortion of a fetus that does not match the parents’ preferences for a child’s gender.  It makes it practically impossible for the parents to shop around for “just the right kind of child.”  Moreover, it prohibits gender tests from being used as a back-door method of “weeding out” fetuses that have physical imperfections.

If parents are so intent on selecting their child’s gender, this legislation authorizes giving up the unwanted child for adoption.  We do not think it is appropriate for these self-indulgent parents to reject God’s choice for their child.  However, we will accommodate them by using the adoption alternative.

Abortion is a moral crime. Gender testing is just a first step down the path toward aborting fetuses that are unwanted because of their gender or some other superficial reason.

We pray that the Congress and the President have the courage to listen to the Lord and adopt this legislation.

TO:
The Media

FR:
General News Sources

RE:
Initiations at Naval Academy

It is rumored that female midshipmen at the Naval Academy have made charges that upperclassmen demanded sexual favors as part of an initiation ceremony for new cadets.  Evidently, two female plebes said that upperclassmen demanded that males eat human waste and that females consent to inappropriate touching.

TO: 
The Media

FR:
National Alliance for Financial Responsibility

RE:
National Sales Tax

The National Alliance for Financial Responsibility (NAFR) urges the President and Congress to adopt Bill 109, legislation that creates a national sales tax to remove the national debt.

The accumulated national debt is an embarrassment for our political system.  It represents excessive spending in the past and current budgets, and shifts that burden to future generations.  It is a pyramid scheme in which the winners are long since deceased or will soon meet their maker.  And, the losers are today’s children and their children.  The future workers of America will have to pay higher taxes for the financial irresponsibility of past generations because of this uncontrolled debt.

One approach to solving this problem is to make sure that the current national budget is used as a tool for reform.  The existing budget can be balanced so that further debt is not accumulated.  An even better approach with the current budget is to cut expenditures, create a surplus and then use that surplus to start paying down the debt.

The problem with using the current budget is that it can, at best, result in marginal improvements.  So many expenditure items and categories are “sacred cows.”  Also, there is a reluctance to raise current tax rates and revenues out of fear that the “new money” will be eaten up by increased expenditures.

The only real hope is to bring in a new source of revenue and use that source of revenue exclusively for national government debt reduction.  In that way, the new funds will not be squandered for additional federal programs.

If passed, Bill 109 will raise nearly 170 Billion dollars per year based on the 3% rate applied to all goods and services sold within the United States.  These funds can then be used for debt reduction.  It will lower the total amount of debt owed by the national government.  It will also directly reduce annual payments that must be made for interest on the debt.

The best feature of Bill 109, in addition to its debt reduction potential, is the fact that this sales tax would be removed after the debt was eliminated.  This tax would not continue into the future.  It would only be in effect until the national debt was paid off.  NAFR appreciates this approach.

Bill 109 is a creative and necessary piece of legislation.  Please support it.  The well being of future generations depends on your willingness to make tough decisions today.

TO: 
Media

FR:
American Veterans Organization

RE:
Military Draft

The American Veterans Organization (AVO) wholeheartedly supports efforts to bring back the military draft.  It is an approach that has served our country well in the past and it should be reinstated for the benefit of our precious nation.

The decision in past decades to move to an all-volunteer army was made to appease upper class kids so that they would not have to do the “dirty work” of protecting our democracy.  By moving to the all-volunteer army, we have introduced a class system into military service.  Today, the bulk of those in the Army are recruited from the lower and lower middle class.  Yes, the Army has provided these volunteers with opportunities to improve their lot.  However, the same all-volunteer Army has allowed the rich kids to pursue higher education and obtain big salaries.  Meanwhile, the poor are stuck with the job of protecting the wealthy from foreign threats.

By removing the draft, we have set up a “disconnect” between those who make military decisions and those who have to carry out those decisions.  Currently, a generation of civilian politicians that lacks real military experience is quite willing to risk the lives of American soldiers by sending them into dangerous situations.  They can do this because our soldiers are “hired hands” and are expendable.  Would these same civilian politicians do this if their own sons and daughters were the ones who would be placed in harm’s way?  We don’t think so.

The decision to remove the draft reflected an attitude that American citizens no longer have an obligation to serve their country.  Instead, we moved to a perverse way of thinking in which the affluent look out for their own interests and the protection of our society is left to those at the bottom.

Many of us in the American Veterans Organization were drafted into service to our country.  Those draftees answered their country’s call, and some of them even made the ultimate sacrifice in order to protect everyone’s freedom.  All of those who were drafted into military service were proud to serve their country.  They understood that military service is not just a calling.  Rather, it is a duty, and they were proud to fulfill their duty and build a secure country for the next generation.  It is all about that old-fashioned idea of patriotism.

It is time that this country rediscovers the concept of sacrifice, and that all young adults should be willing to do their part.  It is time to bring back the draft.  We urge you to support Bill 140.  We urge you to be patriotic and do the right thing.

TO:
Media

FR:
American Business Association

RE:
Minimum Wage

The proposed minimum wage legislation (123) that is before the Internal Matters Committee in the House and Senate is a noble thought.  However, it just doesn’t make good economic sense.

The minimum wage proposal will have an inflationary impact on wages in the United States.  Employers will be pressured to raise the wages of other employees to maintain their relative worth to the company.  Overall, the automatic minimum wage increase will push up all wages on an annual basis.  Although this sounds good, it has the impact of reducing the buying power of each dollar, and this is not good for our economy.  Moreover, this inflationary measure will also reduce the value of savings and other assets.

In addition to having an inflationary impact, the proposed legislation will also have the unanticipated impact of reducing employment opportunities for minimum wage employees.  These minimum wage employees are at the bottom of the wage structure precisely because their work is of lower economic value.  If we artificially raise the cost of this low skilled labor, then, businesses will not have any choice but to lay off some of these employees and automate their tasks.  So, what sounds like a good idea is actually a bad idea.  Instead of helping low skilled employees, the proposed legislation actually hurts them.

This is a well-intentioned, but dangerous, bill.  It should be defeated.

TO:
The Media

FM:
Council for Military Preparedness

RE:
Robotic Land Personnel

The legislation that is currently before Congress on Robotic Land Personnel (149) has tremendous potential for (1) using technology to increase military preparedness and (2) saving human lives.  This legislation authorizes significant research and development efforts that can result in robotic personnel within a decade.

Robotic personnel will be well suited for difficult military situations.  The robots can be controlled from a distant location or they can act independently based on internal computer programs.  They can be dropped into hostile territory using parachutes and engage in dangerous maneuvers.  These robotic soldiers will be able to use all available weaponry and will be protected by bullet deflecting shields.  These robots will be able to move over land and water as well as fly over short distances.  Moreover, these robotic soldiers will have voice recognition and speech capabilities.  The robots will be able to understand and speak foreign languages.  Moreover, they will be able to relay their conversations electronically to remote sites and the words will automatically be translated into English.  The robots can even send real-time images of what they see to these remote sites.

Robotic Land Personnel are truly an invaluable supplement to the high-tech U.S. military for the twenty-first century.  These robotic soldiers can go in and accomplish dangerous tasks in an almost superhuman fashion.

More importantly, these robotic soldiers will save lives in two respects.  First, these fighting machines can do the work of two or more human soldiers.  Secondly, any robot that is lost in combat can be replaced by another robotic soldier so that lives of human American soldiers will be spared.

Congress needs to act positively on this proposal and the President needs to sign it into law.  Too much is at stake to allow this legislation to get lost in the shuffle.

