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My Challenge
• “Race and Public Policy”
• Personal interest in redlining
• Focus on applied learning in 

PA major
• Avoid controversy



Center for Energy 
and Environmental 
Education 

The Center for Energy & Environmental 
Education (CEEE) creates opportunities for UNI 
students, faculty, and staff to work with 
community partners and leaders to arrive at 
evidence-based, solution-oriented responses 
to the problems they wish to address. We offer 
technical assistance, educational programs, 
and leadership in energy conservation, 
renewable energy, environmental 
conservation, and community-based 
agriculture. The CEEE serves Iowa cities, 
counties, school districts, teachers, farmers, 
businesses, elected officials, state agencies, 
community leaders, citizen organizations, and 
individuals.



CEEE

• Local Food Programs
• A Garden in Every Lot
• Regional Food and Farm 

Network
• Environmental Health 

Programs
• Farming for Public Health

• Green Iowa AmeriCorps
• Neighborhood Trees



Why Trees?
• Studies have consistently found that formerly redlined neighborhoods often have significantly lower tree 

canopy coverage compared to non-redlined areas. These disparities are a direct result of historical 
disinvestment and discriminatory policies that limited resources for tree planting and maintenance in these 
communities.

• Environmental Benefits: Increasing tree canopy in these areas can provide multiple environmental benefits, 
including improved air quality, reduced urban heat island effects, and enhanced stormwater management. 
Trees also contribute to biodiversity and provide habitat for wildlife.

• Social and Health Impacts: Research has shown that a lack of tree canopy in redlined neighborhoods is 
associated with a range of negative social and health impacts. Residents in these areas often face higher 
levels of air pollution, heat-related illnesses, and stress. 

• Property Values and Economic Benefits: Studies have demonstrated that investing in tree planting and 
maintenance in formerly redlined neighborhoods can increase property values and stimulate economic 
development. This can lead to improved housing conditions and increased community vitality.



Our Research



American Forests Tree Equity Scores



Waterloo Tree Equity

• 32% POC
• 29% unemployment
• 64% under the poverty line
• +10 degrees heat disparity
• Current canopy 5%
• Canopy cover goal 30%



Waterloo Tree Equity

• 71% POC
• 32% unemployment
• 74% under the poverty line
• +6 degrees heat disparity
• Current canopy 20%
• Canopy cover goal 30%



Waterloo Tree Equity

• 10% POC
• 10% unemployment
• 60% under the poverty line
• +9.2 degrees heat disparity
• Current canopy 8%
• Canopy cover goal 30%







Media and Fundraising





Results

• 64 trees planted in East 
Waterloo

• 100 saplings potted for future 
planting


