Christian Democratic Union (CDU)





A conservative party with a base around Christianity, part of 2013-2017 coalition, including holding the Chancellor’s position.
Party Leaders as of Election: Angela Merkel
Ideology: Christian Democracy, Liberal Conservatism
Political Position: Center-right, “catch-all”
Membership: 425,910
Representation:
· Bundestag (Federal Parliament) : 200/709
· Bundesrat (Legislative Body) : 22/69
· State Parliaments: 514/1821
· Prime Ministers of States: 6/16
Issues:
Refugees
“Germany should continue to allow a moderate number of new refugees and should limit deportations of denied asylum claims to the most important cases”
· Many fewer refugees/many more deportations = 0 points
· fewer refugees/more deportations = 1 point
· status quo = 2 points
· more refugees/fewer deportations = 1 point
· many more refugees/many fewer deportations = 0 points
Alternative Energy 
“Germany should focus heavily on and invest in alternative energy sources, and get out of nuclear and coal-based electricity as much as possible.”
· Much less alternative energy = 0 points
· Less alternative energy = 1 point
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More alternative energy = 2 points
· Much more alternative energy = 1 point
European Union – Most important issue for CDU
“Germany should fully integrate with the European Union, and should take leadership in the organization as much as possible”
· Much less involvement with EU = -2 points
· Less involvement with EU = 0 points
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More involvement with EU = 4 points
· Much more involvement with EU = 2 points
Education and Childcare Spending 
“Germany should spend much more on education and especially on childcare and early childhood opportunities that might constrain women’s involvement in the workforce”
· Much less childcare spending = 0 points
· Less childcare spending = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More childcare spending = 1 point
· Much more childcare spending = 0 points
Pensions & Unemployment 
“Germany should return to the more generous pensions and unemployment benefits of prior decades”
· Much less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 0 points
· Less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 1 point
· Much more generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 0 points
Financial Regulations 
“Germany should increase its regulation of the financial sector”
· Much less financial regulation = 0 points
· Less financial regulation = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More financial regulation = 1 point
· Much more financial regulation = 0 points
Same-Sex Marriage and LGBTQ rights
“Germany should undo its recent legalization of same-sex marriage”
· Abolish same-sex marriage and registered partnerships = 0 points
· Abolish same-sex marriage, go back to registered partnerships only = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights somewhat = 1 point
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights drastically = 0 points

Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD)





Junior Partner in 2013-2017 Coalition
Party Leader as of Election:  Martin Schulz
Ideology: Social Democracy
Political Position: Center-left
Membership: 457,700
Representation:
· Bundestag (Federal Parliament) : 153/709
· Bundesrat (Legislative Body) : 20/69
· State Parliaments : 522/1821
· Prime Ministers of States : 7/16
Issues:
Refugees
“Germany should continue to allow a moderate number of new refugees and should limit deportations of denied asylum claims to the most important cases”
· Many fewer refugees/many more deportations = 0 points
· fewer refugees/more deportations = 1 point
· status quo = 2 points
· more refugees/fewer deportations = 1 point
· many more refugees/many fewer deportations = 0 points
Alternative Energy 
“Germany should focus heavily on and invest in alternative energy sources, and get out of nuclear and coal-based electricity as much as possible.”
· Much less alternative energy = -1 point
· Less alternative energy = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More alternative energy = 2 points
· Much more alternative energy= 1 point
European Union 
“Germany should fully integrate with the European Union, and should take leadership in the organization as much as possible”
· Much less involvement with EU = -2 points
· Less involvement with EU = -1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More involvement with EU (= 1 point
· Much more involvement with EU= 2 points
Education and Childcare Spending 
“Germany should spend much more on education and especially on childcare and early childhood opportunities that might constrain women’s involvement in the workforce”
· Much less childcare spending = -2 points
· Less childcare spending = -1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More childcare spending = 1 point
· Much more childcare spending = 2 points
Pensions & Unemployment – Most important issue for SPD
“Germany should return to the more generous pensions and unemployment benefits of prior decades”
· Much less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -4 points
· Less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -2 points
· Status Quo = 0 point
· More generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 2 points
· Much more generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 4 points
Financial Regulations 
“Germany should increase its regulation of the financial sector”
· Much less financial regulation = -1 point
· Less financial regulation = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More financial regulation = 2 points
· Much more financial regulation = 1 point
Same-Sex Marriage and LGBTQ rights
“Germany should undo its recent legalization of same-sex marriage”
· Abolish same-sex marriage and registered partnerships = -1 point
· Abolish same-sex marriage, go back to registered partnerships only = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point 
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights somewhat = 2 points
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights drastically = 1 point
Alternative for Germany (AfD)





Party Leaders as of Election: Alice Weidel & Alexander Gauland
Ideology: German nationalism, Right wing populism
Political Position: Right wing, far right 
Membership: 33,500
Representation:
· Bundestag (Federal Parliament) : 92/709
· Bundesrat (Legislative Body) : 0/69
· State Parliaments : 188/1821
· Prime Ministers of States : 0/16
· European Parliament: 7/96
Issues:
Refugees – Most important issue for AfD
“Germany should continue to allow a moderate number of new refugees and should limit deportations of denied asylum claims to the most important cases”
· Many fewer refugees/many more deportations = 4 points
· fewer refugees/more deportations = 2 points
· status quo = 0 points
· more refugees/fewer deportations = -2 points
· many more refugees/many fewer deportations = -4 points
Alternative Energy
“Germany should focus heavily on and invest in alternative energy sources, and get out of nuclear and coal-based electricity as much as possible.”
· Much less alternative energy = 1 point
· Less alternative energy = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More alternative energy = 0 points
· Much more alternative energy = -1 point
European Union 
“Germany should fully integrate with the European Union, and should take leadership in the organization as much as possible”
· Much less involvement with EU = 2 points
· Less involvement with EU = 1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More involvement with EU = -1 point
· Much more involvement with EU = -2 points
Education and Childcare Spending 
“Germany should spend much more on education and especially on childcare and early childhood opportunities that might constrain women’s involvement in the workforce”
· Much less childcare spending = 1 point
· Less childcare spending = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More childcare spending = 0 points
· Much more childcare spending =- 1 point
Pensions & Unemployment 
“Germany should return to the more generous pensions and unemployment benefits of prior decades”
· Much less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 1 point
· Less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 0 points
· Much more generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -1 point
Financial Regulations 
“Germany should increase its regulation of the financial sector”
· Much less financial regulation = -1 point
· Less financial regulation = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More financial regulation = 2 points
· Much more financial regulation = 1 point
Same-Sex Marriage and LGBTQ rights
“Germany should undo its recent legalization of same-sex marriage”
· Abolish same-sex marriage and registered partnerships = 1 point
· Abolish same-sex marriage, go back to registered partnerships only = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights somewhat = 0 points
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights drastically = -1 point
Free Democratic Party (FDP)





Party Leader as of Election:  Christian Lindner
Ideology: Liberalism (Classical, Economic, Conservative)
Political Position: Center to center right 
Membership: 65,000
Representation:
· Bundestag (Federal Parliament) : 80/709
· Bundesrat (Legislative Body) : 4/69
· State Parliaments : 103/1821
· Prime Ministers of States : 0/16
· European Parliament: 3/96
Issues:
Refugees
“Germany should continue to allow a moderate number of new refugees and should limit deportations of denied asylum claims to the most important cases”
· Many fewer refugees/many more deportations = 1 points
· fewer refugees/more deportations = 2 points
· status quo = 1 point
· more refugees/fewer deportations = 0 points
· many more refugees/many fewer deportations = -1 point
Alternative Energy 
“Germany should focus heavily on and invest in alternative energy sources, and get out of nuclear and coal-based electricity as much as possible.”
· Much less alternative energy = 2 points
· Less alternative energy = 1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More alternative energy = -1 point
· Much more alternative energy = -2 points


European Union 
“Germany should fully integrate with the European Union, and should take leadership in the organization as much as possible”
· Much less involvement with EU = 0 points
· Less involvement with EU = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More involvement with EU = 1 point
· Much more involvement with EU = 0 points
Education and Childcare Spending 
“Germany should spend much more on education and especially on childcare and early childhood opportunities that might constrain women’s involvement in the workforce”
· Much less childcare spending = 1 point
· Less childcare spending = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More childcare spending = 0 points
· Much more childcare spending = - 1 point
Pensions & Unemployment 
“Germany should return to the more generous pensions and unemployment benefits of prior decades”
· Much less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 2 points
· Less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -1 point
· Much more generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -2 points
Financial Regulations – Most important issue for FDP
“Germany should increase its regulation of the financial sector”
· Much less financial regulation = 4 points
· Less financial regulation = 2 points
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More financial regulation = -2 points
· Much more financial regulation = - 4 points
Same-Sex Marriage and LGBTQ rights
“Germany should undo its recent legalization of same-sex marriage”
· Abolish same-sex marriage and registered partnerships = -1 points
· Abolish same-sex marriage, go back to registered partnerships only = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights somewhat = 2 points
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights drastically = 1 point

The Left (Left)






Party Leaders as of Election:  Dietmar Bartsch & Sarah Wageknecht 
Political Positon: Left wing to far left
Ideology: Democratic Socialism, Anti-capitalism, left wing populism
Membership: 62,000
Representation:
· Bundestag (Federal Parliament) : 92/709
· Bundesrat (Legislative Body) : 0/69
· State Parliaments : 188/1821
· Prime Ministers of States : 0/16
· European Parliament: 7/96
Issues
Refugees
“Germany should continue to allow a moderate number of new refugees and should limit deportations of denied asylum claims to the most important cases”
· Many fewer refugees/many more deportations = 1 point
· fewer refugees/more deportations = 2 points
· status quo = 1 point
· more refugees/fewer deportations = 0 points
· many more refugees/many fewer deportations = -1 point
Alternative Energy 
“Germany should focus heavily on and invest in alternative energy sources, and get out of nuclear and coal-based electricity as much as possible.”
· Much less alternative energy = 0 points
· Less alternative energy = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More alternative energy = 1 point
· Much more alternative energy = 0 points

European Union 
“Germany should fully integrate with the European Union, and should take leadership in the organization as much as possible”
· Much less involvement with EU = 1 point
· Less involvement with EU = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More involvement with EU = 0 points
· Much more involvement with EU = -1 point
Education and Childcare Spending – Most important issue for Left
“Germany should spend much more on education and especially on childcare and early childhood opportunities that might constrain women’s involvement in the workforce”
· Much less childcare spending = -4 points
· Less childcare spending = -2 points
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More childcare spending = 2 points
· Much more childcare spending = 4 points
Pensions & Unemployment 
“Germany should return to the more generous pensions and unemployment benefits of prior decades”
· Much less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -2 points
· Less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 1 point
· Much more generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 2 points
Financial Regulations 
“Germany should increase its regulation of the financial sector”
· Much less financial regulation = -2 points
· Less financial regulation = -1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More financial regulation = 1 point
· Much more financial regulation = 2 points
Same-Sex Marriage and LGBTQ rights
“Germany should undo its recent legalization of same-sex marriage”
· Abolish same-sex marriage and registered partnerships = 0 points
· Abolish same-sex marriage, go back to registered partnerships only = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights somewhat = 1 point
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights drastically = 0 points
Alliance ‘90/The Greens (Green)





Party Leaders as of Election:  Katrin Göring-Eckardt & Cem Özdemir
Ideology: Green Politics, Grassroots democracy
Political Position: center left
Membership: 70,000
Representation:
· Bundestag (Federal Parliament) : 67/709
· Bundesrat (Legislative Body) : 12/69
· State Parliaments: 228/1821
· Prime Ministers of States : 1/16
· European Parliament: 11/96
Issues
Refugees
“Germany should continue to allow a moderate number of new refugees and should limit deportations of denied asylum claims to the most important cases”
· Many fewer refugees/many more deportations = -2 points
· fewer refugees/more deportations = -1 point
· status quo = 0 points
· more refugees/fewer deportations = 1 point
· many more refugees/many fewer deportations = 2 points
Alternative Energy – Most important issue for Greens
“Germany should focus heavily on and invest in alternative energy sources, and get out of nuclear and coal-based electricity as much as possible.”
· Much less alternative energy = -4 points
· Less alternative energy = -2 points
· Status Quo = 0 points
· More alternative energy = 2 points
· Much more alternative energy = 4 points

European Union 
“Germany should fully integrate with the European Union, and should take leadership in the organization as much as possible”
· Much less involvement with EU = -1 point
· Less involvement with EU = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More involvement with EU = 2 points
· Much more involvement with EU = 1 point
Education and Childcare Spending 
“Germany should spend much more on education and especially on childcare and early childhood opportunities that might constrain women’s involvement in the workforce”
· Much less childcare spending = - 1 point
· Less childcare spending = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More childcare spending = 2 points
· Much more childcare spending = 1 point
Pensions & Unemployment 
“Germany should return to the more generous pensions and unemployment benefits of prior decades”
· Much less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -1 point
· Less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 0 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 2 points
· Much more generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 1 point
Financial Regulations 
“Germany should increase its regulation of the financial sector”
· Much less financial regulation = 0 points
· Less financial regulation = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More financial regulation = 1 point
· Much more financial regulation = 0 points
Same-Sex Marriage and LGBTQ rights
“Germany should undo its recent legalization of same-sex marriage”
· Abolish same-sex marriage and registered partnerships = -2 points
· Abolish same-sex marriage, go back to registered partnerships only = -1 point
· Status Quo = 0 points
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights somewhat = 1 point
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights drastically = 2 points

Christian Social Union (CSU)





Party Leaders as of Election: Horst Seehofer
Ideology: Christian Democracy
Political Position: Center right
Membership: 141,000
Representation:
· Bundestag (Federal Parliament) : 46/709
· Bundesrat (Legislative Body) : 6/69
· State Parliaments: 188/1821
· Prime Ministers of States : 1/16
· European Parliament: 7/96
Issues
Refugees– Most important issue for CSU
“Germany should continue to allow a moderate number of new refugees and should limit deportations of denied asylum claims to the most important cases”
Scale: 
· Many fewer refugees/many more deportations = 2 points
· fewer refugees/more deportations = 4 points
· status quo = 2 points 
· more refugees/fewer deportations = 0 points
· many more refugees/many fewer deportations = -2 points
Alternative Energy 
“Germany should focus heavily on and invest in alternative energy sources, and get out of nuclear and coal-based electricity as much as possible.”
Scale: 
· Much less alternative energy = 0 points
· Less alternative energy = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More alternative energy = 1 point
· Much more alternative energy = 0 points

European Union 
“Germany should fully integrate with the European Union, and should take leadership in the organization as much as possible”
· Much less involvement with EU = 1 point
· Less involvement with EU = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More involvement with EU = 0 points
· Much more involvement with EU = -1 point
Education and Childcare Spending 
“Germany should spend much more on education and especially on childcare and early childhood opportunities that might constrain women’s involvement in the workforce”
· Much less childcare spending = 0 points
· Less childcare spending = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More childcare spending = 1 point
· Much more childcare spending = 0 points
Pensions & Unemployment 
“Germany should return to the more generous pensions and unemployment benefits of prior decades”
· Much less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = = 1 point
· Less generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 2 points
· Status Quo = 1 point
· More generous pensions and unemployment benefits = 0 points
· Much more generous pensions and unemployment benefits = -1 point
Financial Regulations 
“Germany should increase its regulation of the financial sector”
· Much less financial regulation = 0 points
· Less financial regulation = 1 point
· Status Quo = 2 points
· More financial regulation= 1 point
· Much more financial regulation = 0 points
Same-Sex Marriage and LGBTQ rights
“Germany should undo its recent legalization of same-sex marriage”
· Abolish same-sex marriage and registered partnerships = 2 points
· Abolish same-sex marriage, go back to registered partnerships only = 1 point
· Status Quo= 0 points
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights somewhat = -1 point
· Keep same-sex marriage and also further expand LGBTQ rights drastically =-2 points
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