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GPOL 3000: Global and Comparative Politics 
Lecture meet time: Thursday 8:35a.m. – 11:25 p.m.  

 Online 

 

Instructor: Dr. Aaron Ettinger 

Office: Loeb Building D698 

Office Hours: Thursdays after class, 11:30-12:30 or by appointment 

Email: aaron.ettinger@carleton.ca 
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Policies and Accommodations………………. Page 10 

 

 

Course Description 

Global politics is a paradox. In the twenty-first century, it is pulled in multiple directions by the 

forces of integration and fragmentation. The world is increasingly complex, integrated and 

interconnected. It is characterized by new technologies, transnational actors, global 

consciousness, and an understanding of how a global polity shares similar challenges. As the 

optimists argue, there is more peace and prosperity than at anytime in human history. But at the 

same time, the distribution of peace and prosperity is uneven; peace and prosperity coexist with 

war and deprivation. Today, the world is beset by multiple crises that have given rise to forces of 

exclusion, isolationism and traditionalism – all of which aim to return to a status quo ante. This 

course explores how global politics got to this point, and how it influences our daily lives. To 

understand the current state of affairs, this course explores global politics in comparative and 

historical perspective. Part I addresses big trends in the making of the twenty-first century and 

the crises that they have produced. Part II is student driven and explores the global political 

terrain through the lens of consumer products. Taken together, students will learn about broad 

sweep of global history and the patterns of politics attendant to specific consumer items. 

 

Course Objectives 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Write clearly about the complexities of global politics 

2. Analyze global politics within a multidimensional conceptual framework 

3. Research the dynamics of global politics through the lens of a consumer product 

4. Present an ongoing research project effectively 

5. Work effectively in groups to conduct a research project 

6. Read and understand complex academic work 

 

Contact Policy 

Email is the best way to get in touch with the professor outside of usually scheduled office hours. 

Students should remember the following things when emailing:  
 

ALWAYS USE your Carleton email account! Non-Carleton messages don’t always get through   
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INCLUDE the subject line “GPOL 3000”  

ADDRESS emails to the professor (i.e. Dear Dr. Ettinger).  

SIGN OFF with your first and last name and student number.  

 

Email should be used for brief questions that can be answered quickly. If students want to 

discuss course material, assignments, or another matter in greater detail, they should see the 

professor during office hours or make an appointment. 

 

Texts 

There is no textbook for this course. Instead, I have developed a reading list drawn from 

academic journals and books. They are all available at no cost to you. All course readings are 

available online via the library search engine or Brightspace. Where relevant, the syllabus 

includes links to the reading. 

 

Expectations 

(1) Come to our virtual classes: Every Thursday morning starting at 9am we will meet online for 

a seminar-style discussion. 

 

(2) Keep up with your work: Complete the readings and watch the pre-recorded lectures before 

our Thursday meetings 

 

Thursday: 9am we will meet live via an online meeting program, TBD. 

Friday: Pre-recorded lectures for the following Thursday will be posted 

 

 

 

Course Evaluation 

Assignment Due Date % of Final Grade 

Individual Reflection Paper Week 6, October 14 at 11:59pm 15% 

Group Presentations Weeks 9-11 15% 

Group Research Paper Two weeks after presentation 30% 

Peer Review of Presentations Weeks 9-11 10% 

Final Exam December 20% 

Attendance & Participation Weekly 10% 

  Total = 100% 

 

All written assignments must provide a full list of sources used and avoid plagiarism or other 

violations of academic integrity. The preferred citation style is the Chicago author-date style 

which used author-date citations in the text and a bibliography at the end (see 

https://library.osu.edu/find/resources/citation-examples/chicago-author-date/). In this style, 

footnotes or endnotes are used only for explanatory digressions or notes of clarification. All 

papers submitted should be formatted with the 12-point font and page numbers. 

 

https://library.osu.edu/find/resources/citation-examples/chicago-author-date/


Carleton University Fall 2021 

Department of Political Science 

3 

 

The Assignments 
 

15% Individual Reflection Paper – Due Week 6, October 15, 11:59pm 
 

The reflection paper will build upon the “what’s the word?” exercise from the first class. In class 

you were asked to fill in the blank: “When you think about global politics you think about 

________.” In the paper, students will discuss their word/phrase choice and explain it in light of 

the course material up to week seven. Students may justify the original word choice or select a 

new one. Reflection paper should be 1200-1500 words long and draw upon the readings, lectures 

and class discussions.  

 

The paper must include citations and a bibliography. 

 

45% Group Research Project – Tracking the life of a consumer product  
 

This component involves a group presentation and a group written project. In groups of 2 or 3, 

students will select a consumer product and track the geographical and political journey through 

the global economy. Any consumer product is fair game for the assignment. It’s a good idea to 

start with a product you use every day. Look at the “Made in ______” stamp or tag and figure 

out how it got from there to your hands. 

 

Groups should answer the following questions to the extent that information is available and 

relevant: 

 

1. What are the geographical patterns of production, distribution, purchase, disposal, and 

afterlife? 

2. What are the political forces shaping the product’s conception, production, processing, 

distribution, marketing, consumption, and afterlife? 

 

There are two components to this project: 

 
Group Presentation 15% 
 

The group presentation will demonstrate what the group has discovered thus far in the research. 

By the presentation day, groups should be able to identify the broad trends associated with the 

political economy of that product. This includes being able to: 

1. Develop a thesis statement about the political and geographical life of the product. In this 

case, your thesis statement will be a claim about what you have noticed about your 

chosen product’s transit through its global production network. For example, “the transit 

of product X through the global system is characterized by a great deal of exploitation.”; 

2. Visualize the geographical travels of that product via PowerPoint presentation or other 

medium; 

3. Using the analytical framework developed in Part I of the course, identify the political 

actors, institutions, and ideas that are involved. 
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Groups are responsible for filling 40 minutes of class time for their presentation. The remaining 

time will be spent in open discussion with the rest of the class, prompted by questions written by 

the group. The group may also take questions from the audience. 

 

Two groups will present each week and a schedule will be determined on October 22, three 

weeks prior to the first presentations. 

 
Group Research Paper 30% 
 

The Group Research Paper is due two weeks after the initial group presentation. The Research 

Paper will contain a more mature version of the presentation material. The Paper should reflect 

any new research conducted, professor advice, and peer review comments. Research papers will 

be 3000-3500 words and must have a bibliography and use a proper citation style. 

 

It is up to the group members to establish an equitable division of labour and quality standards. 

The presentation and paper are being graded based on the end-product. Each student in the group 

will received the grade assigned to the group as a whole.  

 
10% Peer Review – Weekly during group presentations 
 

During student presentations (weeks 9-11), each student will provide written, anonymous 

feedback to the groups on their presentations. The purpose of this peer evaluation is to provide 

helpful commentary on each project during its development. Accordingly, each student will be 

evaluated on the insight and usefulness of the feedback.  

 

Students will provide typed comments on each presenter within 3 days of the presentation. 

Comments should be uploaded to Brightspace. I will anonymize them and pass the comments 

along to members of the groups so that they may be considered during the final composition of 

the research paper. 100-150 words will be considered the baseline target for each student’s 

comments. 

 

20% Final Exam  
 

The exam will consist of two essay questions and will he held during the December exam period. 

 

Late Policy: 

Where late assignments are accepted, they are penalized at the rate of 1% of the student’s final 

grade in the course.  An assignment is considered one day late if it is submitted to Brightspace 

any time up to 23:59 hours after the deadline. If it is submitted between 23:59 and 47:59 hours 

after the deadline, it is considered two days late, etc.  

 

A waiver of lateness penalties will only be considered in the event of an officially documented 

extenuating circumstance. See “Accommodations & Extension Policy for Assignments” below. 

Late assignments can be placed in the professor’s drop box in the Department of Political 

Science. This is cleared out daily. 
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10% Attendance and Participation 
 

Every Thursday at 9am, we will meet via an online conference software. In our online sessions, 

we will discuss the lecture content and questions that arise from the material. Ideally, everyone 

will be able to participate. However, for those who are unable to participate at the scheduled 

time, accommodations and alternatives will be available on a case-by-case basis. 

 

 

Final Submission Date for Assignments  

The final submission date for assignments is one week (7 days) after their due date (with the 

imposition of late penalties). The instructors WILL NOT accept assignments for grading after 

this time without a documented extenuating circumstance. If an extenuating circumstance may 

prevent the student from submitting an assignment by its submission date, the student must 

contact the Head TA at the earliest possible convenience and be prepared to provide the Head 

TA with official documentation concerning the situation.  

 

Grade Appeals:  

Any errors of addition should be raised immediately with the professor. Asking for an 

explanation of your grade is perfectly fine. Asking for a re-grade requires greater effort on the 

part of the student. If a student is concerned that an assignment was not graded appropriately, the 

student should first meet with the TA who marked the work. To request a review of an 

assignment, the student must provide a 1-page explanation of why the assignment was 

improperly graded (i.e. what do you think you did that should have been given more weight?). 

The explanation, the original assignment, and a clean copy of the assignment should be 

submitted to the student’s tutorial leader no later than 2 weeks after the assignment was made 

available for return. If the student is unsatisfied after consulting and discussing the matter with 

the TA, the assignment will be passed on to the professor for final grading.  

 

NOTE: Students must take responsibility for picking up their marked work in a timely manner. 

No appeals will be considered that have been initiated more than 2 weeks after the 

assignment/exam was returned. Grades may be either raised, stay the same, or lowered on 

appeal. 

 

Final exams are not usually returned. If students wish to review their final exam, they must make 

arrangements with the instructor. 
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Schedule and Required Readings 
 

Week 1: September 9  What’s This Class All About?  

 

Required Reading (9 pages) 

  

Acharya, Amitav, and Barry Buzan. 2019. The Making of Global International Relations: 

Origins and Evolution of IR at its Centenary. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

“Dimensions of Global IR,” pp. 300-309.  

 

Discussion question: When you think about global politics you think about _________? 
 

 
Week 2: September 16 The Making of “Global” Politics 

 

Required Reading (38 pages) 

 

Acharya, Amitav, and Barry Buzan. 2019. The Making of Global International Relations: 

Origins and Evolution of IR at its Centenary. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Ch. 1. “The World up to 1919: The Making of Modern International Relations.” Pp. 8-32. 

Ch. 3 “The World 1919-1945: Still Version 1.0 Global International Society.” Pp. 67-81.  

 

Discussion question: Are we living in a new phase of global history or continuing old practices? 

 

 
Week: 3 September 23 Creating the Global Economy 

 

Required Readings (83 pages) 

 

Frieden, Jeffry A. 2006. Global Capitalism: Its Fall and Rise in the Twentieth Century. New 

York: W.W. Norton & Co. 

Ch. 12. “The Bretton Woods System in Action,” pp. 278-300. 

Ch. 13. “Decolonization and Development,” pp. 301-320. 

Ch. 14. “Socialism in Many Countries,” pp. 321-337. 

 

Helleiner, Eric. 2020. “The Diversity of Economic Nationalism.” New Political Economy 26 (2): 

229-238. 

 

Milanovic, Branko. 2019. Capitalism, Alone: The Future of the System that Rules the World. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. ch 1. “The Contours of the Post-Cold War World,” 

pp. 1-11. 
 

Discussion question: When you think about the global economy, you think about __________? 
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Week 4: September 30 Democracy and Capitalism 

 

Required readings (73 pages) 

 

Inglehart, Ronald. 2018. Cultural Evolution: People's Motivations are Changing, and Reshaping 

the World. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Ch. 7 “Development and 

Democracy” pp. 113-139. 

 

Milner, Helen V. 2021. “Is Global Capitalism Compatible with Democracy? Inequality, 

Insecurity, and Interdependence.” International Studies Quarterly: 1-14. 

 

Economy, Elizabeth C. 2018. The Third Revolution: Xi Jinping and the New Chinese State. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. Ch. 2 “Heart of Darkness.” Pp. 20-54. 

 

Ang, Yuen Yuen. 2018. Autocracy with Chinese Characteristics. Foreign Affairs 97 (3): 39-48. 

 

Discussion question: What are the implications of the decoupling of capitalism and democracy? 

 

 
Week 5: October 7:  Backlash I: Human Rights & Culture  

 

Required Readings (58 pages) 

 

Sikkink, Katheryn. 2017. Evidence for Hope: Making Human Rights Work in the 21st Century. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press. Chapter 3: Diverse Origins of Human Rights, pp. 

55-93 

 

Cheney, Kristen. 2012. Locating Neocolonialism, “Tradition,” and Human Rights in Uganda’s 

“Gay Death Penalty.” African Studies Review 55 (2): 77-95. Here 

 

Tamale, Sylvia. 2014. Homosexuality is not Un-African. Al Jazeera, April 26. Here  

 

Discussion question: What is the proper relationship between “universal” values and local 

practices? What did you make of the BBC debate? 

 

 
Week 6: October 14  Backlash II: The Populist Reaction 

 

Required readings (85 pages) 

 

Norris, Pippa, and Ronald Inglehart. 2019. Cultural Backlash: Trump, Brexit, and Authoritarian 

Populism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chs. 1-2, pp.  3-64. 

 

Fukuyama, Francis. 2018. “Against Identity Politics: The New Tribalism and the Crisis of 

Democracy.” Foreign Affairs 97 (5): 90-114. 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/arw.2012.0031
http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2014/4/homosexuality-africamuseveniugandanigeriaethiopia.html
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Discussion question: Is populism here to stay? 

 
 

Week 7: October 21  The Political Life of Consumer Products – T-Shirts 

 

Required readings (~33 pages) 

 

Coe, Neil M, and Henry Wai-chung Yeung. 2019. “Global Production Networks: Mapping 

Recent Conceptual Developments.” Journal of Economic Geography 19 (4): 775-801. 

 

Farrell, Henry, and Abraham Newman. 2020. “This is What the Future of Globalization Will 

Look Like.” Foreign Policy, July 4. Here.   

 

Discussion: We will establish and finalize groups, as well as topics 

 

FALL BREAK October 25-29 

 

 

Week 8: November 4  The Political Life of Consumer Products – Human Hair 

 

Compaoré, W.R. Nadège. 2011. “Indian Hair, the After-Temple-Life: Class, Gender and Race 

Representations of the African American Woman in the Human Hair Industry.” Nokoko 

2: 143-170. 

 

Discussion Question: What research tips and tricks have you come across so far? 

 

Week 9: November 11 Consumer Products in the Global Economy 

 

Groups 1 & 2 present 

Tuesday: Groups will upload their presentations by November 10 at 5pm 

Wednesday: Everyone watches the presentations and writes peer review comments (see page 4) 

Thursday: Live session will be a Q&A with the groups 

 

 

Week 10: November 18 Consumer Products in the Global Economy 

 

Groups 3 & 4 present 

Tuesday: Groups will upload their presentations by November 17 at 5pm 

Wednesday: Everyone watches the presentations and write peer review comments (see page 4) 

Thursday: Live session will be a Q&A with the groups 

 

 

Week 11: November 25 Consumer Products in the Global Economy 

 

Groups 5, 6, & 7 present 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/04/this-is-what-the-future-of-globalization-will-look-like/
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Tuesday: Groups will upload their presentations by November 24 at 5pm 

Wednesday: Everyone watches the presentations and writes peer review comments 

Thursday: Live session will be a Q&A 

 

 

Week 12: December 2  Global Politics in an Age of Crisis 

 

Required Reading (53 pages) 

 

Denemark, Robert A. 2021. “Pandemics in Global and Historical Perspective.” Globalizations: 

1-17. 

 

Economist. 2013. “Crash Course: The Origins of the Financial Crisis.” The Economist, 

September 7. (3 pages) 

 

Detraz, Nicole. 2011. Threats or Vulnerabilities? Assessing the Link between Climate Change 

and Security. Global Environmental Politics 11 (3): 104-120. 
 

Lustgarten, Abrahm. 2020. “Where Will Everyone Go?” ProPublica, July 23. 

 

Discussion question: Can we overcome the collective action problems in world politics? 

 
 

Week 13: December 10 Conclusions: Global and Comparative Politics in 2021 

 

Required Readings 

 

Adler-Nissen, Rebecca, and Ayşe Zarakol. 2021. “Struggles for Recognition: The Liberal 

International Order and the Merger of Its Discontents.” International Organization 75 

(2):611-634. 

 

Pogge, Thomas, and Krishen Mehta. 2021. “A New Deal After COVID-19.” Globalizations: 1-

16.  

 

Drezner, Daniel W. 2020. “The Song Remains the Same: International Relations After COVID-

19.” International Organization 74: 18-35.  

 

Discussion question: what is the future of “global” politics in the twenty-first century? 
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Summary of Key Dates 

 

Date Topic Assignment  

 

September 9 

 

What is this Class About? 

 

September 16 The Making of “Global” Politics  

September 23  Creating a Global Economy  

September 30  Democracy and Development  

October 7 Backlash I: Human Rights & Culture  

October 14 Pushback II: Populism & Identity Politics Reflection Paper 

October 21 The Political Life of Consumer Products  

October 25-29  Fall Break – No Classes  

November 4 The Political Life of Consumer Products  

November 11 The Political Life of Consumer Products Groups 1 & 2 Present 

November 18 The Political Life of Consumer Products Groups 3 & 4 Present 

November 25 The Political Life of Consumer Products Groups 5 & 6 Present 

Groups 1 & 2 Paper due 

December 2 Global Politics in an Age of Crisis Groups 3 & 4 Paper due 

December 10 Global and Comparative Politics in 2020 Groups 5 & 6 Paper due 

December   Final Exam 

 

 

 

Academic Accommodations 

 

Requests for Academic Accommodation 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 

accommodation request, the processes are as follows:  

 

Pregnancy obligation  

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first 

two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 

For more details, visit the Equity Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-

content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf 

 

Religious obligation 

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first 

two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 

For more details, visit the Equity Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-

content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf 

 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

If you have a documented disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please 

contact the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or 

pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your 

instructor your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the 

http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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PMC no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring 

accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your 

instructor as soon as possible to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. carleton.ca/pmc 

 

Survivors of Sexual Violence 

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working 

and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and is survivors are 

supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. For 

more information about the services available at the university and to obtain information about 

sexual violence and/or support, visit: carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support 

 

Accommodation for Student Activities  

Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the 

university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. 

Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the 

national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic 

accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-

content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf 

 

 

For more information on academic accommodation, please contact the departmental 

administrator or visit: students.carleton.ca/course-outline 

 

Plagiarism 

The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 

expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 

to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 

whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 

appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  

The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 

the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 

trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 

course. 

http://carleton.ca/pmc
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
http://students.carleton.ca/course-outline


Carleton University Fall 2021 

Department of Political Science 

12 

 

Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, 

labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They 

are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written 

consent of the author(s). 

 

Submission and Return of Term Work 

Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor according to the instructions in the course 

outline and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be 

submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved 

every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day’s date, and then distributed to the instructor.  

For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to 

have your assignment returned by mail. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of 

evaluation and will not be returned. 

 

Grading 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the faculty 

Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades used, 

with corresponding grade points is: 

 

 

 

 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

 

Approval of final grades 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty 

Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 

are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

 

Carleton E-mail Accounts 

All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via 

official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or Brightspace.  As important course and 

University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their 

Carleton and Brightspace accounts.  

 

Carleton Political Science Society 

“The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a social 

environment for politically inclined students and faculty. By hosting social events, including 
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Model Parliament, debates, professional development sessions and more, CPSS aims to involve 

all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and 

academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger 

University community. Members can benefit through our networking opportunities, academic 

engagement initiatives and numerous events which aim to complement both academic and social 

life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/ and our website 

https://carletonpss.com/, or stop by our office in Loeb D688!” 

 

Official Course Outline 

The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline.  

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety/
https://carletonpss.com/

