Appendix
Table 1: Summary of popular media relevant to the Introduction to American Politics course
	Type
	Show
	Clip Name
	Summary
	Topic and connection
	Discussion Questions, if applicable

	Children’s Cartoons
	Bluey
	Promises
(S3, E4)
	Bluey and her dad get into an escalating battle of tricking one another with promises.
	Norms
Norms are crucial for the functioning of communities. Norms rely on trust and fear of reputation harm as enforcement mechanisms.
	· What lesson was Mum trying to teach Bluey and her dad?
· Why do we have to uphold promises? Is that a law written down somewhere? Who decided that we should?
· How does this episode relate to norms in American democracy?


	
	
	Pass the Parcel 
(S3, E13)
	Lucky’s dad tries to change the rules of a common birthday party game so that only one kiddo wins big, rather than every kid winning something small. 
	Democratic Loss/Sacrifice
Participating in a democratic society requires not always getting what you want; the distribution of who is asked to lose and how often matters for how just society is. Often used in conjunction with Hooker 2016.
	· Why was Lucky’s dad so insistent that the kiddos play by his rules? 
· Why was Bingo upset at first?
· What did Bingo realize as she attended more birthday parties?
· What do you think would have happened if Bingo had never won a prize?


	
	
	Judge 
(S3, E 23)
	Chili serves as a judge to assess the credibility of conflicting stories from Bandit and Bingo.
	Courts; courts as political institutions
Courts are often depicted as neutral arbiters of the truth, but judges too are people susceptible to bias and preference
	· How does Bluey depict the job of a judge? How does this align with your experience with the popular narrative of what judges do?
· How does this compare to what our readings say about how judges do their job?


	
	Encanto
	“What else can I do?” from Encanto
	Getting started is good enough; perfection is not a worthy or helpful goal
	Writing and drafting in social science
Drafting (aka writing something that isn’t perfect, knowing that you’ll go back and edit) is an important skill for writing in the social sciences. You don’t need to have the perfect idea to start, but you do need to get started.
	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	Political Satire
	Saturday Night Live
	“Republican or Not”
	Fictional game show in which contestants have to guess whether people are “Republican or Not” based on their views
	Political parties and ideology
· What it means to belong to a party is determined by the party.
· The ideology and values of parties changes over time.
· Consistent ideology is not a requirement for a political party.
	· What issues is SNL parodying about our current political climate ?
· How does this connect to our about recent changes in the Republican and Democratic parties?


	
	
	“Roe v. Wade Cold Open”
	A cold open set in the 1300s satirizes the Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe v. Wade by showing medieval men making ridiculous laws with absurd justification.
	The Courts
· Courts may rely on precedent to justify decisions
· What counts as worthy justification varies over time
	· How is SNL parodying how justices support their legal opinions?
· What perception of the court are the writers trying to contradict?
· What absurdities are the writers pointing to?
· Does it matter what evidence the justices use to support their arguments?


	
	
	“Washington’s Dream”
	Fictional George Washington describes seemingly illogical American touch
	American civic culture
Nation states can develop idiosyncratic habits and cultural touch points that may have long term impacts on how people associate and communicate
	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	
	
	“Strollin”
	Musical number following black voters trying to find an open poll on election day
	Voting, elections or voting rights
Access to voting is not consistent across time, space, or communities; seemingly race neutral decisions can have racial implications
	· How does your experience compare to the one portrayed in the sketch?
· What are the writers commenting on?
· What connections do you notice between the sketch and our readings?
· What factors do you think influenced the casting for the actors in the sketch?
· What questions do you have about voting and voting rights?

	
	
	“How a Bill does Not Become a Law”
	Parody of “I’m Just a Bill” comparing legislation to executive orders with a focus on DACA.
	Executive orders and popular accountability
Presidents increasingly use executive orders to side strep a gridlocked Congress. Executive orders represent unilateral action.

	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	
	The Colbert Report
	“Colbert Super PAC” 
	Stephen Colbert learns how to create a Super PAC
	Money in politics; interest groups
Citizens United altered limits on campaign spending from corporations; in-kind donations and media airtime are important political commodities

	· Why does Colbert take the forms out in this sketch?
· What are the Colbert writers commenting on?

	Musical Videos
	Hamilton: An American Musical
	“You’ll be Back” & “I know him”
	King George argues that the colonists are going to fail, and have a harder time governing themselves than they think
	The Constitution
The American experiment was not guaranteed; there were real and fundamental differences in opinion about the best path forward with this unprecedented form of government
	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	
	
	“Cabinet Battle #1”
	Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson debate about whether to centralize power in federal bank
	Federalism or ideology
There have been fundamental disagreements about the role of government since the founding. These ideas are not inherently good or bad, but reflect different perspectives and value systems.
	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	
	
	“The Room Where it Happens”
	Hamilton, Jefferson, and Madison agree to a series of compromises behind closed doors
	Congress
Not all politics is visible
	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	
	School House Rock
	“I’m Just a Bill”
	Summarizes the legislative process
	Congress
The founders intentionally designed the legislative process to be challenging. The norm erosion and political polarization have made a challenging process even more challenging.
	P Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	
	
	“Elbow Room”
	Overviews manifest destiny and westward expansion
	Constitutional Interpretation and Executive Power
Thomas Jefferson was deeply conflicted about whether it was constitutional for him to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase. Even the founders encountered gray areas and complicated incentives for interpreting the Constitution.
	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students

	
	
	We the People
	Recites the preamble to the Constitution and emphasizes themes of popular sovereignty and self-rule
	Constitution
The values and principals of the Constitution are aspirational and political conflict continues to adjudicate how to reach them.
	Pre-class viewing without explicit follow-up discussion among students







