READ ME FIRST

The files that follow will provide you with all the information that your students need and will give you the flexibility to do as much or little as you want to with this simulation.

The Background file sets the stage for the simulation and you should run it off and distribute it to students a day or so before the simulation begins.

Arrange the classroom so that there is an official area in the front of the classroom where messages are received, sent to and from Earth as well as the other space ships.  Then, divide your class up into work groups that will discuss the issues that are raised.  Each group should have a representative who will report their sub group’s recommendations to the larger group (your whole class).  The passengers in your class (the Magellan) are the decision-makers in designing the new world.  They will get information from the other ships. The Magellan will make the decisions.

Open the file called Terra Nova Script.  This file contains information that is coming to Magellan from Earth as well as information from the other space ships (Columbus, Cortez and Desoto). This correspondence covers the following topics: (1) The French Mission, (2) Rioting on Earth, (3) Work Stoppages, (4) Keeping the Military Happy, (5) Mass Suicide/Genocide, (6) a garbled message, (7) Establishing Base Camps, (8) More Questions on Base Camps, (9) Selection of People for the Permanent Mission, (10) More Issues Involving Selection of People for the Permanent Mission, (11) More Details about Selection of People for the Permanent Mission, (12) Determining What Supplies Should be Taken for the Permanent Mission, (13) More Supply Issues, (14) The Permanent Settlement, (15) More Issues about the Permanent Settlement, (16) Human Conduct in the Permanent Settlement, (17) Families and Children, (18) Education on Terra Nova, (19) Differences Within Society, (20) Additional Social Issues, (21) the Economic System, (22) More Economic Issues, (23) Last Questions on the Economy, (24) Government and Politics on Terra Nova (25) Final Questions on Politics and (26) Back to the Drawing Board.

You will see that each new issue begins by having the subject being in bold typeface.  The other subject line identifiers in the same section will have a normal typeface.

It should be noted that the Cortez will experience a problem and all passengers and crew will perish after the correspondence on Selection of People for the Permanent Mission.

Copy and print those areas within the Terra Nova Script that you want to pay attention to.  Each of these areas has political ramifications.  The messages coming from Columbus, Cortez and Desoto will provide a variety of viewpoints and you class members can contribute their own thoughts. 

Also, you can complicate things as well be sending additional messages from Earth by using the forms at the end of this file.  The first form allows you to send information to all ships and the second form allows you to send forms to the remaining space ships after the crew and passengers of the Cortez die.  The third form will allow you to send messages from any source.

Just pretend that you have pulled each new message from a super modern fax-type machine and hand it to a designated recipient who can read it to the whole class.  Bring out these new items at pace so that your students don’t get to solve one problem before the next one is added.  Overall, the pile of work should just grow and grow.
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