Fall 2020
POSC 130-5703
Introduction to International Relations
Welcome Message
Welcome to Fall 2020 at Cuyamaca College! My name is Dr. Josh Franco and my mission is to introduce you to political science through an engaging, empowering, and enlightening course experience. This syllabus provides information about the course, about me, resources to support your success, a weekly schedule, grading categories and assessments, course policies, about the Political Science program, and the Region 10 Strong Workforce Program's 21st Century Skills Matrix.
About POSC 130 Course
Course Website/Canvas Course Shell
· https://gcccd.instructure.com/courses/33893  
Meeting Days, Times and Location
· Days: Online
Course Description
· Survey of the field of international relations. Students will be introduced to the major theories of international relations and will learn to apply them to contemporary problems in world politics. Issues examined include global peace and security, international political economy, international law and organization, sustainable development, and human rights.
Course Prerequisites: None
· None
Course Objectives
Students will be able to:
1. Identify major thinkers in international relations and apply their theories to contemporary international relations problems.
2. Define and analyze the role of different actors in the international system such as the nation-state, transnational movements, non-governmental organizations, international organizations, multinational corporations, and individuals.
3. Evaluate how social, cultural and economic phenomena impact relations between nation-states.
4. Analyze the changing nature of the challenges facing the international community in the post-Cold War era.
5. Identify the major stages in the development of the international system.
Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Identify the traditional concepts of realism, liberalism, and constructivism and contemporary framework of interest, interactions, and institutions
2. Summarize the historical roots and contemporary evolution of international relations and politics
3. Apply normative and positive approaches to the study of international relations and politics, particularly wealth and poverty, human rights, and the environment
4. Analyze existing applications of political science to topics such as international institutions, state behavior, and international public policy
5. Evaluate the similarities, differences, and relationships between international law and norms and international trade, finance, monetary relations
Required Textbook
· Lee, Charlotte, Katherine Michel, and Josh Franco. 2020. Open Education Resources for POLS 140 Introduction to International Relations. 1st ed.
· Book Cost? Free
· Website: Integrated into Canvas; you can also visit https://asccc-oeri.org/pols-140-oer-commons-links/ 
Required Technology
· Access to the internet via computer or mobile device.
· Google Slides to create the PowerPoint Presentation of the Public Policy Project
Optional Technology
· Graph Commons to create a network graph for the Political Actors assessment of the Simulation
· Data analysis software for the optional technical tasks of the Data Analyst Workflow of the Public Policy Project
· (R 3.0.1+ and R Studio) OR STATA 16/IC (STATA is not available for download)
· ArcGIS Online to create maps for the optional technical tasks of the GIS Analyst Workflow of the Public Policy Project
· Venngage, Piktochart, Adobe Spark, or another software to design infographics for the optional technical tasks of the Communications Analyst Workflow of the Public Policy Project
About the Professor
[image: ]
About Dr. Josh Franco
· Josh was born in Mexico and grew up in southeast Los Angeles county. After earning Associate of Arts degrees in economics and political science from Cerritos Community College, he transferred to UC Merced. There, he served as the university's 1st Student Body President and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy. After graduating from UC Merced, he worked as a public policy professional in the California State Capitol and Washington D.C. for former Lt. Governor and Congressman John Garamendi. After 5 years in the "real world", Josh returned to UC Merced to earn his Master of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy in Political Science.
Communication is Key!
· Canvas Inbox
· Email: josue.franco@gcccd.edu 
· Office Phone: 619-660-4253
· Office Mobile Phone: 619-780-5674
· Face-to-Face Office Hours in Room F-515: N/A in Fall 2020 due to COVID-19
· Online Office Hours: By Appointment via Zoom Video Conference or Telephone
· Website: http://www.joshfranco.com/ 
Supporting Your Success
Professor Josh Franco
· I am here to support your success in this course and at the college. Please feel free to contact me if you have a question, comment, concern, and suggestion.
Tutoring and/or Teaching Assistant
	
	


Help Desk and Technical Support
· Phone: (619) 660-4395
· Email: c-helpdesk@gcccd.edu 
· Students are encouraged to call and leave a voice message or e-mail anytime.
· We will respond on the next, open, business day if a voicemail or e-mail is sent after hours.
· Please have your student ID number at the time of your call.
Counseling
The Cuyamaca College Counseling Department is committed to helping students achieve their educational and career goals. Whether the goal is to take one course, earn a certificate or an Associate Degree, or transfer to a four-year college, Cuyamaca Counselors are available to assist.
· Please visit Cuyamaca College Counseling webpage for definitive Counseling information.
Disabled Student Programs and Services
· The American with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.
· Cuyamaca College is committed to make our courses accessible to all students, including students with limited mobility, impaired hearing or vision, and learning disabilities.
· If you believe you have a special need or a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact DSPS by visiting DSPS in the One Stop Center in Room A-113 or call 619-660-4239 or visit the DSPS Webpage.

Weekly Schedule – Gantt Chart
The table below represents a general weekly schedule for the course.

Please visit the Syllabus Page in the Canvas Course Shell for the definitive list of assessments and due dates and times: https://gcccd.instructure.com/courses/33893/assignments/syllabus   

	Assessment Name
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8

	Getting Started - Update Canvas Profile
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	iPoliSci Zoom Workshop #1 Weeks 1-2
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	iPoliSci Zoom Workshop #2 Weeks 3-4
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	iPoliSci Zoom Workshop #3 Weeks 5-6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 

	iPoliSci Zoom Workshop #4 Weeks 7-8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Chapter # - Formative Reading Quiz
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Discussion - 01 Introduce Yourself
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Discussion - 02 IPSA Research Committees
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Discussion - 03 Positve or Normative Perspective
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Discussion - 04 “Putin’s Revenge”
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Discussion - 05 Current Events
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 

	Discussion - 06 PBS Frontline
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 

	SIM – Domestic Politics
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SIM – International Politics
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SIM – Complex Interaction
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SIM – Strategic Interaction
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 

	SIM – Foreign Crisis
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 

	SIM - Share
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 

	SIM - My Reflection
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 

	JAA - 1
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	JAA - 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 

	JAA - 3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 

	JAA - My Reflection
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 

	PPP - Classroom Discussion
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	PPP - My Public Problem
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	PPP - Data Analyst Roundtable
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	PPP - GIS Analyst Roundtable
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	PPP - Policy Analyst Roundtable
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 

	PPP - Communications Analyst Roundtable
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 

	PPP - My PowerPoint Presentation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 

	PPP - Pair-Share-Think about Presentation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	PPP - My Reflection
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Anonymous Feedback #1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Anonymous Evaluation for POSC ###-####
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Grading Categories and Assessments
Quizzes – 15%
· 15 quizzes
Assignments – 14%
· Update Your Canvas Profile
· iPoliSci Workshop during Week 1-2
· iPoliSci Workshop during Week 3-4
· iPoliSci Workshop during Week 5-6
· iPoliSci Workshop during Week 7-8
Discussions – 12%
· Introduce Yourself
· POSC 130 IPSA Research Committees
· Positive or Normative Perspective
· POSC 130 “Putin’s Revenge”
· Current Events
· POSC 130 PBS Frontline
Reflections – 9%
· SIM Reflection
· JAA Reflection
· PPP Reflection
Journal Article Analyses (JAA) – 15%
· Journal Article Analysis #1
· Journal Article Analysis #2
· Journal Article Analysis #3
Simulation (SIM) – 15%
· POSC 130 Domestic Politics
· POSC 130 International Politics
· POSC 130 Complex Interaction
· POSC 130 Strategic Interaction
· POSC 130 Foreign Crisis
· Share
Public Policy Project (PPP) – 20%
· Discussion
· My Public Problem
· Data Analyst Workflow/Check In
· GIS Analyst Workflow/Check In
· Policy Analyst Workflow/Check In
· Communications Analyst Workflow/Check In
· PowerPoint Presentation
· Pair-Share-Think
Course Policies
CP – Communication Policy
Multiple Means of Communication
Communication between us important. Below is a list of methods to communicate with me:
1. Canvas Inbox
2. Email: josue.franco@gcccd.edu 
3. Office Phone: 619-660-4253
4. Office Mobile Phone: 619-780-5674
5. Face-to-Face Office Hours in Room F-515: N/A in Fall 2020 due to COVID-19
6. Online Office Hours: By Appointment via Zoom Video Conference or Telephone
7. Website: http://www.joshfranco.com/
Best Ways to Communicate, given a Situation
· If you have a simple question about course content or assignment, then please Canvas Inbox and/or send an email
· If you have question about Assignment Grading or Rubric Result, please post in Assignment Comments
· If you need me to explain, provide clarification, or walkthrough an assignment, especially the more complex ones like Simulation, Journal Article Analysis, or Public Policy, then we should meet in person, Zoom online, or talk over the phone
CP – Grading Policy
Assignment Available from, Due, and Available to Dates
· Assignments have an Available From date, Due date, and Available Until date.
· Available From date is the date when an assignment is available.
· Due Date is when an assignment should be submitted by.
· After the Due Date, your assignment is considered "missing" and automatically assigned a zero "0" grade.
· Between Due Date and Available To Date an assignment can be submitted but will be considered "late" and deducted 2.5% for each day the assignment is late up to a 35% total deduction. 
· Available Until Date is the date when an assignment can no longer be submitted for evaluation by the professor. The close date is typically 21 days after the Due Date.
Grading of Assignments
· Auto-Graded Assignments: Some assignments are auto-graded, such as quizzes. So, after you complete a quiz, your grade will change from blank/zero to the score you earned on the quiz.
· Professor-Graded Assignments: Other assignments require the Professor to grade them. After the Professor grades an assignment, your assignment grade will change from blank/zero to the score you earned on the assignment.
Tracking Your Grades
· Our Course Website contains a Grades section where you can view your grades for course assignments.
· You must be responsible for tracking your grades for each assignment. If you have a question or concern with the grade I've given for an assignment, please post a Comment on the assignment.
· By posting a Comment, I receive a notification that allows me to efficiently respond to your question or concern.
· Go to "How do I view assignment comments from my instructor?" to learn how to find, view, and make comments.
Grade Posting
· All grading will be posted to Course Website in a timely fashion
· Final Grades will be uploaded to Course Website no later than Thursday, December 17, 2020
Grading Letters and Percentages
The following letter grade and associated percentages are a college-wide standard:
· A+: 100% to 97.0%
· A: < 97.0% to 93.0%
· A-: < 93.0% to 90.0%
· B+: < 90.0% to 87.0%
· B: < 87.0% to 83.0%
· B-: < 83.0% to 80.0%
· C+: < 80.0% to 77.0%
· C: < 77.0% to 70.0%
· D: < 70.0% to 60.0%
· F: < 60.0% to 0.0%
Pass/No Pass
· If you choose to take my course as a Pass/No Pass ("P/NP") grading option, you need to earn 70.0% or higher in order to earn a Pass ("P") grade.
Incomplete Grade
Issuing an Incomplete Grade ("I") is only available to students who meet all the following conditions:
1) at the time of request, maintain a 50% overall percentage or higher in the course
2) a documented emergency, either personal or family
3) the request for an Incomplete is made in the last 25% (4 weeks for Semester, 2 weeks for 8-week session) of the course
4) the Incomplete Grade Contract form is completed by the student
5) a PDF or hard copy of the student's "Grades" page on Canvas is attached to the Incomplete Grade Contract form
Grade Dispute and Resolution
· If you have a concern regarding your grade, please contact me directly via email or visit me during office hours so we can discuss your concern and resolve it.
Extra Credit
· No extra credit will be offered in this course.
CP – Attendance Policy
Class Attendance
Online Only Course
· I believe it is important that you log into the Course website at least every 48 hours. This will allow you to read any Announcement, check your To Do list, and complete assignments in a consistent manner.
Missing Class
Online Only Course
· Not logging into the Course website for an extended period (3 or more days) because of a valid excuse, such as a doctor-excused illness, a family emergency, or a documented conflict with another college-sanctioned activity, is permitted. If you know you will have such a valid excuse, please contact me (via Canvas Inbox, regular Email, or Text Message) as soon as practicable.
CP – Withdrawal Policy
· Dropping a course is a difficult choice to make and I am here to consult with you about the decision.
· While I could drop you from a course, I strongly prefer that you take the action to drop yourself from the course if needed.
· Last Day to Drop without "W": Sunday, October 18, 2020
· Last Day to Drop with "W": Friday, November 20, 2020
CP – Instructor Drop Policy
Online Only Course
· Due to regulations and audits, I am required to drop students who are not participating. However, I strongly prefer that you drop yourself if you foresee yourself being unable to successfully complete the course.
· If you have not completed “Getting Started” assignments and at least one Chapter Quiz, one Classroom Post, and one Discussion post by the assigned Due Dates, you will be considered a “No Show” and dropped from the course.
· Modules are organized by week. Within each module are learning objectives, content, activities and assessments. If you do not complete all items within a module, then you cannot proceed to the next module. 
· If you cannot proceed to a following module, because you have not completed all items in the prior module, then you can be dropped from the course for non-participation.
· Please communicate with me if you expect to miss 1 week of module items due to foreseen or unforeseen circumstances. See Communication Policy for an exhaustive list of ways to communicate with me.
CP – Student Conduct and Academic Honesty Policy
Code of Conduct
· The Student Affairs Office, which trains student advocates and grievance hearing committee members on due process procedures, is also a fair and impartial resource for students, who are involved in the student grievance and discipline process. At any time, students can contact the Student Affairs Office at (619) 660-4295 with questions regarding the Student Code of Conduct, which delineates the Cuyamaca College's boundaries for acceptable behavior standards.
· Visit Cuyamaca College Student Conduct webpage to read complete code.
Academic honesty
· Academic honesty is required of all students. Plagiarism–to take and pass off as one’s own work the work or ideas of another–is a form of academic dishonesty. Penalties may be assigned for any form of academic dishonesty.
· Questions or clarification as to how to include the ideas and statements of others or how to avoid other forms of academic dishonesty should be discussed with your instructor to avoid unintentional academic dishonesty.
· Read College Catalog for the complete Academic Honesty policy.
How I Address an Instance of Not Honoring the Code of Conduct or Academic Honesty Policy
· I believe colleges and universities are where we go to learn.
· Learning is a function of both our successes and failures. And one of our failures can be not honoring our Code of Conduct or Academic Honesty policy.
· In the event this happens in our course, I will send you a message and ask to speak with over the phone or in person.
· My goal is to explain my concern about the issue, what rule or norm was violated, why the violation matters, offer an analogy of the violation to our lived experiences, and give advice for honoring our Code of Conduct or Academic Honesty policy going forward.
· When it comes to your Conduct or Academic Honesty, I will only communicate with you via phone or in person once. If there is a second violation of our Code of Conduct or Academic Honesty policy, then you will earn a “F” in the course and be referred to Student Affairs.
CP – Freedom from Discrimination and Sexual Harassment
Students have the freedom from discrimination and sexual harassment.
Notice of Nondiscrimination
The Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District (District) is committed to providing learning and working environments that ensure and promote diversity, equity, and inclusion. People backgrounds, perspectives, socioeconomic levels, cultures, and abilities are valued, welcomed, and included in all aspects of our organization. The District strives to provide an educational environment that fosters cultural awareness, mutual understanding, and respect that ultimately also benefits the global community.
· Visit Cuyamaca College Title 9 webpage to read complete notice.
Sexual Harassment/Assault Prevention and Awareness
The sexual harassment of students, including the crime of sexual violence, is a form of sex discrimination and interferes with students' right to receive an education free from discrimination and, in the case of sexual violence, is a crime.
· Visit Cuyamaca College Title 9 webpage to read complete prevention and awareness information.
Reporting Discrimination or Sexual Harassment
If you, or fellow student, has been a victim of discrimination or sexual harassment, please visit the Cuyamaca College Title 9 webpage.
Political Science @ Cuyamaca College
About
· Political Science @ Cuyamaca College is an Associate of Arts-Transfer (AA-T) degree program that offers a dynamic blend of theoretical, conceptual, and practical training in political science and public policy.
Motto
· Our motto is "With you every step of the way"
Mission
· The mission of Political Science @ Cuyamaca College is to: inspire publicly spirited and scholarly minded residents and citizens; introduce students to the academic discipline of political science and community of political scientists and public policy practitioners; and utilize integrative political science pedagogy which merges lectures, journal article analyses, simulations, and public policy projects into an active learning experience.
Vision
· The vision of Political Science @ Cuyamaca College is to: engage, enlighten, and empower the next generation of residents, citizens, leaders and civic entrepreneurs; develop and hone their interpersonal and group communication skills, organizational, analytical, and critical thinking abilities; and prepare them to transfer to and be successful at the 4-year university and confidently enter the public policy workforce.
Website
· Visit our website to learn more: https://ipolisci.com/ 
Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs)
Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) are what students who earn an Associate of Arts degree in Political Science from Cuyamaca College should be able to do.
PLO #1
· Remember the major concepts of subfields of political science and their relevance to political behavior and political institutions across diverse communities and cultures
PLO #2
· Understand the historical roots and major theories, conceptualizations, operationalizations, and measurements utilized in political science and its subfields from multiple perspectives
PLO #3
· Apply the scientific method to explain political behavior and political institutions
PLO #4
· Analyze the application of political science's abstract theories, empirical regularities, and public policy applications towards civic engagement domestically and internationally
PLO #5
· Evaluate how concepts of political actors, networks, and status quo are theoretically and empirically analyzed and their application across diverse communities and cultures
PLO #6
· Create a professional research project that uses the scientific method and follows ethical guidelines to analyze political phenomenon and/or a public policy project that utilizes data, geographic information systems, policy, and communication analysts' perspective
Brief History of Political Science @ Cuyamaca College
· September 2020: Curriculum Committee approves POSC 165 – Introduction to the Politics of Race and Gender
· Fall 2020: Political Science AA-T degree updated with new Program Learning Outcomes, list of Career Opportunities, and update to courses under List A and List B
· March 24, 2020: iPoliSci.com website launches: https://ipolisci.com/ 
· March 19, 2019: Curriculum Committee approves POSC 170 – Introduction to Political Science Research Methods
· January 22, 2019: Josh Franco, Ph.D. hired as full-time tenure-track Assistant Professor of Political Science
· May 1, 2018:
· Curriculum Committee approves POSC 121 – Introduction to U.S. Government and Politics, POSC 124 – Introduction to Comparative Government and Politics, POSC 130 – Introduction to International Relations, POSC 140 – Introduction to California Governments and Politics
· April 21, 2015: Curriculum Committee approves POSC 120 – Introduction to Politics and Political Analysis
· October 2013: Associates of Arts-Transfer degree in Political Science established


CCC Region 10 Strong Workforce Program's 21st Century Skills & Core Competencies
In the fall of 2018, the California Community College Region 10 Strong Workforce Program sent a “21st Century Skills & Core Competencies” survey to all community college faculty who teach at the 10 institutions in the region. The matrix below shows how the course Assessments map to the skills listed in the survey.

	Skill
	Quizzes
	Assignments
	Discussions
	Reflections
	Journal Article Analysis
	Simulation
	Public Policy Project

	Adaptability
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aesthetic Awareness
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Collaboration
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	Communication
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Creative Thinking
	
	1
	
	
	1
	1
	1

	Critical Thinking
	
	1
	
	
	1
	1
	1

	Cultural Competence
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	Education/Career Navigation Skills
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Empathy
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Entrepreneurial Mindset
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Environmental Awareness
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethical Reasoning/Action
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Information Literacy/Digital Fluency
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1

	Leadership
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Skills/Metacognition
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Personal Responsibility/Self-Management
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Problem-Solving
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Resilience/Grit
	1
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1

	Self-Awareness
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	

	Social Responsibility
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
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