Political Science 422: Urban Politics

Spring 2020
Instructor: Brian Adams

e-mail: badams@sdsu.edu
Office: Nasatir Hall 122
Class meeting time: TTH 12:30 – 1:45
Office Hours: Tuesdays 9-11, Thursdays 3-4:30, and by appointment.

Student Learning Outcomes
· Identify the structure and organization of local governments in the United States.
· Develop analytical skills by writing essays addressing key issues in urban politics

· Identify the effects of the built environment on politics and society.
· Develop research skills by conducting an analysis of a municipal ordinance.
· Learn how to assess who holds power within local governments.
· Learn how to analyze urban policy issues.
· Formulate and defend coherent written arguments with effective support and evidence.

This course meets both general education and American institutions breadth requirements. Goals for GE Courses in the Social and Behavioral Sciences are as follows:

· Goal 1: Explore  and  recognize  basic  terms,  concepts,  and domains of the social and behavioral sciences.

· Goal 2: Comprehend  diverse  theories  and  methods  of  the social and behavioral sciences.

· Goal 3: Identify human behavioral patterns across space and time and discuss their interrelatedness and distinctiveness.

· Goal 4: Enhance understanding of the social world through the  application  of  conceptual  frameworks  from  the  social  and behavioral sciences to first-hand engagement with contemporary issues.
Please review the syllabus addendum for important information regarding course policies.

Readings:

Dreier, Peter, John Mollenkopf and Todd Swanstrom (2014). Place Matters (third edition). University Press of Kansas.

Articles and book chapters available through the course blackboard website or electronically through library databases.

Just for fun: This course has an “official soundtrack” comprising of songs about cities. If you use Spotify, search for a playlist called “Political Science 422 Urban Politics.” The playlist is collaborative, so feel free to add (good) songs about cities or course topics.
Assignments

First essay (due February 26th): 20% of course grade
Second essay (due March 27th): 25% of course grade
Ordinance analysis (due April 24th): 25% of course grade
Final examination: 30% of course grade
Class participation is not a formal part of your grade but I may give students who participate extensively in class discussions extra credit.
A few notes on the assignments:

· There is no curve in this class; students will be given the grade that they earn.

· Students will receive letter grades on all the assignments, which will be converted to a 100-point scale to calculate a course grade.
· To receive a passing grade, a student must pass all four assignments (in other words, an “F” on any one of the assignments will result in a failing grade for the class).
· All written assignments will be submitted electronically to Turnitin, which is run through blackboard. The papers will be graded and returned electronically as well.

· You will receive prompts for the essays approximately one week before they are due.  You will receive a prompt for the ordinance analysis at least 2-3 weeks before it is due.
· There are two types of readings on blackboard. Book chapters can be downloaded directly in a .pdf format. For journal articles, you will find a link to the article that will take you to a library database. From that database you can download the article in a .pdf format.
· All reading assignments are required.

· The final will be an in-class blue-book exam consisting of identification and essay questions.

How to Succeed in This Class

· Be an active learner. This class is not focused on memorizing and regurgitating information. You need to think about the ideas and arguments that are presented in class, assessing their merits and critiquing arguments with which you disagree.

· Attend lecture and take good notes. Powerpoints used in class will be provided on blackboard but they are a not a substitute for attending lecture. Powerpoints are designed as visual aids, not as summaries of lectures.
· Do the readings. Not all of the reading material will be covered during lecture. It is best to do the readings before the lectures on the same topic, although it is not required.

· Don’t multi-task during lecture. There is now a very large body of research that demonstrates that trying to do multiple things at the same time (e.g. listening to a lecture and texting a friend) reduces a person’s ability to perform those tasks.
· Ask questions during class if there is something you do not understand and seek help during office hours.
Course Outline
Note: the instructor reserves the right to change assignment dates and content.  All changes will be announced in class and through email.

Unless otherwise noted, all readings except the Dreier, Mollenkopf and Swanstrom book can be found on the Blackboard course website. Note that I do not always assign all the pages in an article or book chapter.
Week 1 (January 23rd): Introduction
Week 2 (January 28th and 30th): Machine and reform politics
Readings:

1. Judd, Dennis R. and Todd Swanstrom (2015). City Politics: The Political Economy of Urban America. Pearson Longman. chapters 3 and 4.
Week 3 (February 4th and 6th): The organization of local government and suburbanization
Readings:

1. Neiman, Max (2013). “Local Government: Designing and Financing The Cities and Counties of California.” In Ethan Rarick, ed. Governing California (3rd ed.). Berkeley Public Policy Press. Pages 329-361.
2. Place Matters, pages 175-188
3. Buntin, John (2018). “Outside Disneyland, a Reminder for Governments to Be Careful What They Wish for.” Governing the States and Localities. April 2018. http://www.governing.com/topics/mgmt/gov-disneyland-anaheim-incentives.html 
Week 4 (February 11th and 13th): Regionalism
Readings:

1. Place Matters, 237-284.
2. Dahl, Robert A. (1967). “The City in the Future of Democracy” American Political Science Review 61: 953-960 and 963-967.

Week 5 (February 18th and 20th): The politics of land use and redevelopment, part I

Readings:

1. Place Matters pages 143-5

2. Eisinger, Peter (2000). “The Politics of Bread and Circuses.” Urban Affairs Review 35, 3: pp. 316-333.
3. Coates, Dennis (2007). “Stadiums and Arenas: Economic Development or Economic Redistribution?” Contemporary Economic Policy 25, 4: 565-573.
Week 6 (February 25th and 27th): The politics of land use and redevelopment, part II
Readings
1. Podair, Jerald (2017). City of Dreams: Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern Los Angeles. Princeton Univ. Press. Pages xi-xviii.
2. Erie, Steven P., Vladimir Kogan and Scott A. MacKenzie (2011). Paradise Plundered: Fiscal Crises and Governance Failures in San Diego Stanford University Press. Pages 176-211.
First essay due February 26th (sumbit to Turnitin anytime)

Week 7 (March 3rd and 5th): Urban sprawl and transportation policy, part I

Reading: Place Matters, pages 1-102.
Week 8 (March 10th and 12th): Urban sprawl and transportation policy, part II

Readings:

1. Place Matters, pages 103-135.
2. Kotkin, Joel (2016). The Human City: Urbanism for the Rest of Us. Agate. Pages TBA.
3. Charles, Brian J. (2019). “Rendezvous with Density.” Governing the States and Localities. July 2019. https://www.governing.com/topics/urban/gov-zoning-density.html 
Week 9 (March 17th and 19th): Housing, part I
Readings:

1. Place Matters pages 140-143
2. Florida, Richard (2017). The New Urban Crisis. Basic Books. Pages 97-120.
3. Schuerman, Matthew L. (2019). Newcomers: Gentrification and Its Discontents. University of Chicago Press. Pages TBA.
Week 10 (March 24th and 26th): Housing, part II
Readings:

1. Bloom, Nicholas Dagen, Fritz Umbach, and Lawrence J. Vale (eds.) (2015). Public Housing Myths: Perception, Reality, and Social Policy. Cornell University Press. Pages 64-90. E-book available for free through the SDSU library.

2. Goetz, Edward G. (2018). The One-way Street of Integration: Fair Housing and the Pursuit of Racial Justice in American Cities. Cornell University Press. Pages 1-7. E-book available for free through the SDSU library.
3. Ellen, Ingrid and Justin Steil (2019). The Dream Revisited: Contemporary Debates About Housing, Segregation, and Opportunity. Columbia University Press. Pages TBA
Second essay due March 27th (submit to Turnitin anytime)

Week 11 (April 7th and 9th): Cities in a federal system

Reading: Riverstone-Newell, Lori (2017). “The Rise of State Preemption Laws in Response to Local Policy Innovation.” Publius 47 (3): 403-425.
Week 12 (April 14th and 16th): The urban power debate

Readings:

1. Mossberger, Karen (2009). “Urban Regime Analysis.” In Jonathan S. Davies and David L. Imbroscio, eds. Theories of Urban Politics (2nd edition). Sage. Pages 40-54.
2. Place Matters, pages 192-230.
Week 13 (April 21st and 23rd): Local elections

Readings:

1. Trounstine, Jessica (2010). “Representation and Accountability in Cities.” Annual Review of Political Science 13: 407-423.
Ordinance analysis due April 24th (submit to Turnitin anytime)

Week 14 (April 28th and 30th): Urban crime and policing, part I
Readings:

1. Wilson, James Q. and George L. Kelling (1989).  “Making Neighborhoods Safe.”  The Atlantic Monthly 263, 2: pages 46-53.

2. Skogan, Wesley G. (2019). “Advocate: Community Policing.” In David Weisbund and Anthony A. Braga (eds.). Police Innovation: Contrasting Perspectives. Cambridge University Press. Pages 27-44.
3. Mastrofsky, Stephen D. (2019). “Critic: Community Policing: A Skeptical View.” In David Weisbund and Anthony A. Braga (eds.). Police Innovation: Contrasting Perspectives. Cambridge University Press. Pages 45-70
Week 15 (May 5th and 7th): Urban crime and policing, part II
Reading: Rosenhall, Lauren (2018). “Progressive Democrats run California—yet it does more than many states to shield police from scrutiny.” CALMatters April 11, 2018. https://calmatters.org/articles/progressive-democrats-run-california-yet-it-does-more-than-many-states-to-shield-police-from-scrutiny/ 
Final Exam: Thursday, May 14th, 10:30 – 12:30
SDSU Political Science Syllabus Addendum
The following information is part of the syllabus. It is provided to all students taking political science courses. 

Privacy, Rights, and Accommodations for Students
Student Accommodations:  If you are a student with a disability and are in need of accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to contact Student Ability Success Center at (619) 594-6473.  To avoid any delay in the receipt of your accommodations, you should contact Student Ability Success Center as soon as possible.  Please note that accommodations are not retroactive, and the instructor cannot provide accommodations based upon disability until an accommodation letter from Student Ability Success Center is received.  Your cooperation is appreciated. For more information, visit the Student Ability Success Center website at http://newscenter.sdsu.edu/student_affairs/sds/Default.aspx.

Respect and Protection of All Students: The CSU affirms its commitment to ‘protecting access, affordability, intellectual freedom, inclusivity, and diversity for all students… including supporting DACA students.’ Discrimination, harassment, or retaliation against students, faculty, and staff on the basis of race, religion, gender, sexuality, disability, nationality, immigration status and other categories of identity is prohibited. If you have concerns about your status at the university, please visit http://studentaffairs.sdsu.edu/EOP/ for information or contact the Dean of Students or the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs in your College.  
Student Privacy and Intellectual Property: For this class, blackboard will be used to communicate with you, and there will not be any posting of grades or graded assignments in public places. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) imposes important obligations on instructors to ensure the confidentiality of student grades and other evaluation of student work. For example, instructors may not distribute or post grades in a way that allows anyone other than the individual student to access them. 
In addition, students maintain intellectual property rights to work products they create as part of this course unless they are formally notified otherwise by the Instructor of special provisions regarding use or distribution of their work. Students will be notified at the time of an assignment if copies of student work will be retained beyond the end of the semester or used as examples for future students or the wider public. 
Academic Honesty
Cheating, Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  The University adheres to a strict policy prohibiting cheating and plagiarism. Examples of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to: 

· copying, in part or in whole, from another's test or other examination; 

· obtaining copies of a test, an examination, or other course material without the permission of the instructor;

· collaborating with another or others in work to be presented without the permission of the instructor;

· falsifying records, laboratory work, or other course data;

· submitting work previously presented in another course, if contrary to the rules of the course;

· altering or interfering with grading procedures;

· assisting another student in any of the above;

· using sources verbatim or paraphrasing without giving proper attribution (this can include phrases, sentences, paragraphs and/or pages of work);

· copying and pasting work from an online or offline source directly and calling it your own;

· using information you find from an online or offline source without giving the author credit;

· replacing words or phrases from another source and inserting your own words or phrases.

The California State University system requires instructors to report all instances of academic misconduct to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities. Academic dishonesty will result in disciplinary review by the University and may lead to probation, suspension, or expulsion.  Instructors may also, at their discretion, penalize student grades on any assignment or assessment discovered to have been produced in an academically dishonest manner.
If you have further questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me or the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities, webpage http://www.sa.sdsu.edu/srr/.  
Code of Conduct in the Classroom

Classroom Conduct Standards:  SDSU students are expected to abide by the terms of the Student Conduct Code. in classrooms and other instructional settings.  Prohibited conduct includes:

· Willful, material and substantial disruption or obstruction of a University-related activity, or any on-campus activity.

· Participating in an activity that substantially and materially disrupts the normal operations of the University or infringes on the rights of members of the University community.

· Unauthorized recording, dissemination, or publication (including on websites or social media) of class lectures, course materials, or academic presentations for commercial or other purposes.
· Conduct that threatens or endangers the health or safety of any person within or related to the University community, including (but not limited to): physical abuse, threats, intimidation, harassment, or sexual misconduct.
Violation of these standards will result in referral to appropriate campus authorities.

Recording Lectures: Students must obtain permission from the Instructor to record a class lecture or discussion. Without such prior permission, the student will be reported for misconduct. Also, any instructor-approved recording must only be used by that student for the purposes of studying for this class. Posting, dissemination, and distribution are prohibited.

Policy on Absences for Religious Observance and Medical Reasons

Religious Observances: According to the University Policy File, students should notify the instructors of affected courses of planned absences for religious observances by the end of the second week of classes.
Medical-related Absences: All decisions about the impact of an absence, as well as any arrangements for making up work, rest with the instructors.  Student Health Services (SHS) does not provide medical excuses for short-term absences due to illness or injury. When a medical-related absence persists beyond five days, SHS will work with students to provide appropriate documentation. When a student is hospitalized or has a serious, ongoing illness or injury, SHS will, at the student's request and with the student’s consent, communicate with the student’s instructors via the Vice President for Student Affairs and may communicate with the student’s Assistant Dean and/or the Student Ability Success Center.  

Resources for Students
Please visit this link to view the range of campus resources available to you: http://go.sdsu.edu/student_affairs/srr/resource-links.aspx. A complete list of all academic support services--including the Writing Center and Math Learning Center--is available on the Student Affairs’ Academic Success website. 
Writing Center at SDSU: Campus operates a Writing Center that provides valuable feedback on writing, helps you improve your writing, and addresses your plagiarism concerns. You are strongly encouraged to make use of the free services (e.g. writing tutors in-person or via electronic consultation) offered at the Writing Center.  Tip: make an appointment through their website at http://writingcenter.sdsu.edu.

Student Veterans Services, please visit: https://go.sdsu.edu/student_affairs/cps/veterans.aspx. 
Counseling and Psychological Services offers confidential counseling services by licensed therapists (619-594-5220); you can Live Chat with a counselor at http://go.sdsu.edu/student_affairs/cps/therapist-consultation.aspx between 4-10 pm, or call San Diego Access and Crisis 24-hour Hotline at (888) 724-7240. 
Economic Crisis Response: If you or a friend experience food or housing insecurity, or any unforeseen financial crisis, visit SDSU Economic Crisis Response Team at sdsu.edu/ecrt, email ecrt@sdsu.edu, or walk-in to Well-being & Health Promotion on the 3rd floor of Calpulli Center.
Undergraduate Advising: If you are interested in becoming a political science major/minor or, if you are already a political science major/minor and want to discuss course selection and progress toward degree, please contact Professor Kim Twist the undergraduate advisor at

psadvice@sdsu.edu. 
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