
POLS/LATAM 430 Final Project
Policy Reform Proposal

The final project for this course is a policy reform proposal dealing with American immigration policy. This is worth 40% of your total grade for the course, so it is recommended that you begin working on it sooner rather than later. The proposal should be 10-15 pages in length, double-spaced, and can address any aspect of immigration policy, but it is recommended that students choose to focus on reform of either legal or undocumented immigration since either is quite a broad topic. Students should write as if they are an advocacy organization for the proposed changes. Below is a recommendation for the structure of the paper, followed by links to a few examples, and finally a grading rubric.

Introduction (1-2 pages max)
Here you should introduce the problem your immigration proposal is meant to address. 
Explain the problem with the current immigration system and the economic/social costs it entails
Provide a brief summary of your proposed changes
Background (2-3 pages)
What past pieces of legislation have contributed to the issue?
You should mention the effect of individual pieces of legislation
What if any legislation has sought to address the issue?
Why did they succeed/fail?
Proposed changes (6-10 pages)
This should begin with a summary of your proposed changes to American immigration policy
Each proposed change should appear in its own subsection
Each subsection should explain why you are proposing the change and its expected effects, along with supporting evidence that it will address the issue in question
All changes must be feasible
You can be creative, but this should be grounded in what is possible
Remember that the bigger the change, the harder it will be to make it seem feasible
You should propose no more than 3-5 changes overall
You are expected to write a detailed explanation of each proposed policy change, concentrate on making substantive recommendations
You should then explain the expected benefits of all the changes together
Conclusion (1-2 pages)
Summary of why these would represent positive changes to immigration policy
Suggestions for getting this passed in Congress 

Examples:

https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/publications/Case_for_Automatic_Voter_Registration.pdf

http://edreformnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/ERN-AEE-Fast-Track-FINAL.pdf

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2019.html



	
	90-100%
	80-89%
	70-79%
	<70%

	Historical Background
(100 points)
	Paper correctly explains past legislation that has helped to create/perpetuate immigration issue it sets out to address and economic/social costs of current problems
	Some legislation is mentioned but discussion is either misses key legislation or does not convincingly connect it to current issue
	Little discussion of past legislation, connections drawn to the current issues are weak, costs of current issues are not clearly detailed
	No discussion of past legislation, only the current issues discussed, no explanation of why these issues must be addressed in terms of economic/social costs

	Proposed changes
(200 points)
	Detailed discussion of 3-5 realistic changes/reforms to current immigration policy
	Discussion of 3-5 changes, but proposals are not as detailed/specific as they could be
	Discussion of less than 3-5 reforms that is not detailed or changes are somewhat unrealistic
	Proposed changes are not detailed/specific, unrealistic, or there are not the required number of proposals

	Benefits of proposed changes (50 points)
	Economic/social benefits are clearly explained for each proposal with empirical support
	Economic/social benefits are explained, but some are too general or vague
	Benefits of proposed changes are vague or not explained clearly, weak empirical support for benefits
	Paper is filled with unsubstantiated claims that are not supported with evidence

	Spelling/Grammar/Citations/Organization (50 points)
	Few to no spelling, grammar, or citation errors, paper organization properly
	Some spelling, grammar, or citation errors, paper organized properly
	Frequent errors in grammar, spelling, or citations, poor organization
	Sloppy grammar, spelling, and citations, poorly organized





