Politics Science 130: Introduction to International Relations
Room: Bldg F, Room 514           Spring 2020 / POSC-130-4366

Instructor: Elizabeth Nash
Office: F-625		Phone Number: 619-627-1048	
Email: elizabeth.nash@gcccd.edu     
Face-to-Face: M/W 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM. Other times can be arranged as appropriate.
Online Conferencing: By Appointment via Canvas or Zoom Video Conference

Course description (3 units)
Survey of the field of international relations. Students will be introduced to the major theories of international relations and will learn to apply them to contemporary problems in world politics. Issues examined include global peace and security, international political economy, international law and organization, sustainable development, and human rights. 

Prerequisites
None.

Required Text & Technology
1) Course Textbook: Greico, Ikenberry, Mastanduno, Introduction to International Relations: Perspectives, Connections, and Enduring Questions, Red Globe Press, 2nd Edition 2019. This textbook can be purchased or rented at the Cuyamaca Bookstore, it can also be purchased on online.
2) Canvas: Internet will be required to access your Canvas account for POLI 130 with links to the syllabus and all handouts.  You can access Canvas at https://gcccd.instructure.com. If you need help with Canvas, you can call 1-844-592-2205 day or night.

Cuyamaca College has computer labs available for student use in the following locations:
· Tech Mall (E-121) for all students currently enrolled in Cuyamaca College
· Stem Center (H-Building, Open Computer Lab)
· High Tech Center (DSPS C-114)
· Writing Center (English B-167)

Course Objectives
1) Identify major thinkers in international relations and apply their theories to contemporary international relations problems.
2) Define and analyze the role of different actors in the international system such as the nation-state, transnational movements, non-governmental organizations, international organizations, multinational corporations, and individuals.
3) Evaluate how social, cultural and economic phenomena impact relations between nation-states.
4) Analyze the changing nature of the challenges facing the international community in the post-Cold War era.
5) Identify the major stages in the development of the international system.

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1) Identify the basic historical development of the international system and recognize major theories in international relations and apply them to contemporary international relations problems and conflicts.
2) Evaluate how social, cultural and economic phenomena impact relations between nation-states.

ASSIGNMENTS
	Name
	Percentage
	Due

	Class Participation
	15%
	Ongoing

	Role Plays (3)
	15%
	March 18th, April 20th & May 13th

	Quizzes (3)
	15%
	February 21st, March 20th & April 24th

	Research Essay
	25%
	April 1st

	Final Examination
	30%
	May 27th



SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
All assignments must be completed in a Word compatible document and saved as a .pdf file type unless otherwise noted. Before submitting, please carefully review and check for spelling and grammar errors! All assignments must be uploaded to Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on the due date unless otherwise noted. 
Class Participation 
Due: Ongoing
Percentage: 15%

This unit requires a consistent level of student engagement with the subject matter throughout the course. Engagement will be demonstrated and assessed through weekly contributions. Students should participate by attending lectures, reading the required readings and keeping weekly ‘Journal Entries’.
Journal Entries are a reflection of weekly course topics. There are a variety of ways to reflect including:
· Providing connections to the course material, perhaps from your own experience 
· Describing possible consequences or solutions 
· Challenging something that has been shared in course lectures 
· Posing a question and answering it
· Suggesting a different perspective or interpretation 
· Incorporating other sources – books, articles, websites, other courses, etc. 

These entries must be uploaded as a minimum 125-word typed paragraph or as a 1-minute audio or video recording. Entries are due weekly at 11:59 p.m. every Friday. Students will be assigned 15 journal entries of which only 12 are required. 
Assignment criteria (100 points)
Your journal entries will be evaluated using the following criteria:
· responsiveness to course topics demonstrated via any of the above-mentioned ways (60 points)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]quantity of response: reflection response meets minimum word or recording-time requirement (20 points)
· use of proper netiquette (proper language, typing (where relevant), etc.) (20 points)

Role Plays
Due: March 18th, April 20th & May 13th
Percentage: 15%

Students will be allocated roles for role plays which will require the student to construct a policy position from the point of view of the 'actor' they represent and to negotiate this policy with the other 'actors’. Each student will be allocated approximately three minutes to put forward their position, after which general discussion/negotiations will take place. The role play will take approximately 60 minutes.
Students will be required to submit a one-page summary of their role play position at the end of class. This may be presented in bullet point format and should use at least a 12-point font size. 
Scenarios will be provided at least three weeks prior to the date of the role play.
Assignment criteria (100 points)
You will be assessed on your contribution to the role play using the following criteria:
· level of preparation: evidence of research and accurate understanding of the likely position of the 'actor' represented  (20 points)
· ability of the student to listen and respond appropriately (given the interests of the actor they are representing) to the arguments of other actors. (20 points)
· oral presentation (clarity of explanation) (40 points)
· timing - ability to keep within the time limit (20 points)

Quizzes
Due: February 21st, March 20th, & April 24th
Percentage: 15%
Each auto-graded quiz will assess students' knowledge of the content covered on all topics discussed over the course of the semester.  Quiz 1 will cover assigned readings in Weeks 1-4, Quiz 2 will cover those assigned in Weeks 5-8 and Quiz 3 will cover those assigned in Weeks 9-13. Quizzes will be released one week before the date of the quiz and will be available until one week after, upon which the quiz will close. Each student will be allowed a maximum of three attempts to take the quiz, with an allotted 60 minutes per attempt. The format of the timed quizzes include fifteen multiple choice questions. 

Research Essay
Due:  April 1st
Percentage: 25% 

This 6-page research essay (excluding footnotes and bibliography) is intended to develop students' core disciplinary knowledge, enhance independent research skills, written (academic) communication skills and demonstrate students' ability to develop original, critical thinking. In the essay, students will provide evidence of active engagement with, and critical analysis of, the relevant academic literature, comply with academic essay writing conventions and reference thoroughly. The essay topic will require each student to address the opposing points of view raised by the question and to come to their own conclusion about the merits of these arguments. 
Essay questions will be published on Canvas in week 2, alongside the course’s ‘Guide to Grading of Assignments’. If you wish to choose your own question, please submit this to the Instructor for review.
The essay must be submitted electronically via Canvas no later than April 1st by 11:59 PM. All assignment submissions through Canvas will be automatically processed through Turnitin (anti-plagiarism software) and marked in accordance with the course’s 'Grading Rubric', which is attached and is accessible on Canvas. 
Essay format: Please ensure that your essay is double-spaced and typed using a 12-point font size. A bibliography is required - you may use APA, MLA, or Chicago Manual style. Footnotes are not required.
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism is where sentences or paragraphs are taken word-for-word or nearly word-for-word from another source and presented as original expression. Please read Cuyamaca College’s guidelines found here (Academic Honesty/Dishonesty Policies) or on page 30 of 2019-2020 Cuyamaca College Catalog for an in-depth explanation of what constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is taken very seriously by the Instructor and the Department generally, and will result in a range of penalties, including a failing grade for an assignment. Serious instances of plagiarism will be reported to the office of the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs. 

Extensions
Any student seeking an extension of time to submit their research essay must formally speak to the Instructor. Students must manage their time and workloads accordingly.  Assignments will be made available early in the semester leaving sufficient time for essay preparation. Meeting deadlines for assignments is treated very seriously in this course.

Penalties for Late Submission
Unless a Special Consideration request has been submitted and approved: 
(a) a penalty for lateness will apply – 2.5% out of 100 will be deducted per day for assignments submitted after the due date; and
(b) no assignment will be accepted more than fourteen (14) days (including weekends) after the original submission deadline. 

Final Exam (IN-CLASS)
Date:  May 27th
Percentage: 30% 

All students will sit a formal comprehensive examination scheduled for May 27th from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Students will be allowed to use notes in the classroom. The exam will assess students' knowledge of the content covered on topics discussed over the course of the semester. The exam has two parts: Part A consists of 30 Multiple Choice Questions, each valuing at 2 points each (totalling 60 points) and Part B consists of 4 Short Answer Questions, each valuing at 10 points each (totalling 40 points). As this course covers a broad range of topics it is advisable that students attempt to keep up to date with their readings throughout the semester.




Grading Criteria
This is the grading scale on which you will be evaluated: 

Grading Scale: 
A Plus/Minus grading system will be used for final grades. A+ (Above 97%); A (96.9%-93%); A- (92.9%-90%); B+ (89.9%-87%); B (86.9%-83%); B- (82.9%-80%); C+ (79.9%-77%); C (76.9%-70%); D (69.9%-60%); and F (59.9%-0%).

Canvas contains a grade section where you can view your grades for each assignment in the course. All grading for assignments, with the exception of quizzes which are auto-graded, will be returned within two weeks. Final grades for the course will be uploaded to Canvas by June 4th.  

Any students seeking an "I" (incomplete) for a grade must file a petition with the Instructor citing "unforeseeable, emergency, and justifiable" reasons for this grade.

Any students seeking a “W” (withdrawal) for a grade are encouraged to consult with the Instructor prior to proceeding. Last day to drop without a “W” is February 9th. Last day to drop with a “W” is April 26th.
If you are absent from the course for more than two consecutive classes (1 week) without communicating with the Instructor, you will be dropped from the course. 

Helpful Student Resources
Special Accommodations: Students with special needs who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the Instructor and contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. Students may stop by the DSP&S Main Office in room A-113 or by phone at 619-660-4239 or TTY at 619-660-4386. The Extended Opportunity Programs & Services (EOPS) Office is also another avenue of seeking accommodations. Please call 619-660-4204 or stop by A-300.

Learning Assistance: Students are recommended to make an appointment at the following learning centers (“tutoring”) centers if the service indicated will assist them in achieving or reinforcing the learning objectives of this course:

Academic Resource Center (ARC) – call 619-669-4306 or stop by C-102.
Writing, Reading and ESL Center - call 619-660-4463 or stop by B-167.
NetTutor Online Tutoring – call 619-660-4556 or email veronica.nieves@gcccd.edu with any questions.

Other Student Support Services: 
Counseling Office – call 619-660-4429 or stop by A-201.
Health & Wellness Center – call 610-660-4200 or stop by I-134.
Cuyamaca Cares – call 619-660-4200 or email kaylin.rosal@gcccd.edu with any questions.

Student Code of Conduct
As a student, who is a valuable part of the academic community, it is critical that you are knowledgeable about Title IX, which provides notice on nondiscrimination and sexual harassment/assault prevention and awareness. The Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District is committed to providing safe learning and working environments that ensure and promote diversity, equity, and inclusion. Inquiries regarding the filing of grievances or for requesting a copy of the college's grievance procedures may be directed to:

Tim Corcoran, Title IX Coordinator - 619-644-7572
Jessica Robinson, Vice President, Student Services - 619-660-4301
Dr. Lauren Vaknin, Associate Dean, Student Affairs, 619-660-4295 

Additionally, please ensure that you review Cuyamaca College's grounds for disciplinary action per the Student Code of Conduct, which delineates the College’s boundaries for acceptable behavior standards. At any time, students can contact the Student Affairs Office at 619-660-4295 with questions.

Class Policies
· Respect your Instructor and classmates. Diversity is valued and celebrated within the classroom. Everyone views the world through a set of lenses. You will explore and encounter ideas and opinions that may differ from yours: check your assumptions, seek to understand by asking thoughtful questions, acknowledge one another and look for an opportunity to build a bridge.
· Take responsibility for your education. Instructors are here to create a learning environment. Whether you learn depends on your willingness to listen, engage with the material and do the work necessary to pass the course. College courses are not high school courses – they are rigorous and demanding. You may have to work harder and seek more help in order to succeed.
· Get to class on time and attend every class. Students who attend every class and come will be more likely to pass the course with a higher grade. If you have an emergency or illness, contact your Instructor ahead of time to let her know that you will be absent. 
· Turn in your work on time. It is important to plan ahead and do not wait until the last minute. Study and submit your assignments
· Put your mobile phones on silent. Phones can be a distraction or disturbance to others in the class. 
· Food & drink are allowed. Please clean up after yourselves.

SPRING 2020 CLASS SCHEDULE

WEEK 1 (January 27): Welcome & Introductions to the Course & Syllabus
WEEK 1 (January 29): Understanding IR
WEEK 2 (February 3): The World until 1945
WEEK 2 (February 5): The Cold War Era until Present / Class Activity: Contemporary IR Issues Chalk Talk
WEEK 3 (February 10): Theories of IR: Realism 
WEEK 3 (February 12): Theories of IR: Liberalism
WEEK 4 (February 17): NO CLASS - President’s Day
WEEK 4 (February 19): Class Activity: Theories of IR: Marxist, Constructivism, Critical Theory, & Feminism Group Dialogues /  WRITING CENTER ORIENTATION
WEEK 4 (FEBRUARY 21): QUIZ 1 DUE (on Canvas)
WEEK 5 (February 24): LIBRARY INSTRUCTION
WEEK 5 (FEBRUARY 26): The State, Society & Foreign Policy
WEEK 6 (March 2): International Law & Institutions
WEEK 6 (March 4): War & Violence in Politics
WEEK 7 (March 9):  Class Activity: Levels of Analysis Application
WEEK 7 (March 11):  Strategies for Achieving Peace  / Class Activity: Speed Dating
WEEK 8 (March 16): Technology, The Use of Force & Weapons of Mass Destruction
WEEK 8 (MARCH 18): Role Play 1: Iran's Nuclear Program
WEEK 8 (MARCH 20): QUIZ 2 DUE (on Canvas)
WEEK 9 (March 23-25): NO CLASSES - Mid-Semester Break 
WEEK 10 (March 30):  Non-State Actors & Challenges to Sovereignty / Class Activity: Mexico’s Drug War
WEEK 10 (April 1): Terrorism  
WEEK 10 (APRIL 1): RESEARCH ESSAY DUE
WEEK 11 (April 6): International Security 
WEEK 11 (April 8):  MID SEMESTER REVIEW / Class Activity: Jeopardy
WEEK 12 (April 13):  The Problem of Global Inequality  
WEEK 12 (April 15): Human Rights / Class Activity: Student-Designed Questions
WEEK 13 (April 20): Role Play 2: Regime Security & Societal Security in Myanmar
WEEK 13 (APRIL 22): Class Activity: Group Dialogues on Key Global Environmental Issues
WEEK 13 (April 24):  QUIZ 3 DUE (on Canvas)
WEEK 14 (April 27):  The Global Environment and its Influence in IR
WEEK 14 (April 29): Class Activity: Media Discourse & Semiotic Analysis
WEEK 15 (May 4): The Fundamentals of International Political Economy  
WEEK 15 (May 6): Live Zoom with Guest Speaker: Shaun Sinniah, Chief Operating Officer, International Global Specialties, Guy Carpenter, London, United Kingdom
WEEK 16 (May 11): WILD CARD LECTURE (Student’s Choice eg The Politics of Sport)
WEEK 16 (May 13):  Role Play 3: 2021 UN Climate Change Conference
WEEK 17 (May 18): Final Exam Review
WEEK 17 (May 20): Conclusion: Power and Purpose in a Changing World
WEEK 18 (May 25): NO CLASS - Memorial Day
WEEK 18 (May 27): FINAL EXAM (IN-CLASS) May 27 (10:30 AM-12:30 PM) 

About the Instructor
Elizabeth Nash received a Bachelor of Arts in Politics with a minor in History from UC Santa Cruz, studied African politics and human rights at the University of Sussex in England, and later received her Master of Arts in International Relations at Macquarie University in Australia, with an emphasis in comparative politics and international law. Her main interests include the role of culture and norms in international relations, international law and the use of force, and international security. Prior to joining the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District, Professor Nash was a San Diego and Imperial Counties Community College Association (SDICCCA) Fellow, an Outreach Program Coordinator in South Africa, a Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Assistant at the Personal Insurance Federation of California, and a Student Advisor at UC Santa Cruz. 
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