Political Science Letter of Advocacy

American Government Class
No late assignments or make-ups for this assignment.  Make sure you check the due dates for all portions of this assignment in the syllabus schedule.

Investigate what is happening in your community[footnoteRef:1] and you will find some issue that is of interest to you. This can be a local need/issue or one focused on your state, or even more broadly, national issue.  Pick a topic that interests you.  Generally, tangible issues are easier to address.  Moral, ethical, or normative issues are more difficult to address and to evaluate. [1:  Community is broadly defined to city, state, and national issues.] 


1. Approval Assignment for the Letter of Advocacy
a. Submit your need or issue for approval in the corresponding assignment. 
b. Make sure to state you are doing the letter of advocacy.
c. Answer: 
i. How does this need or issue relate to concepts of the course? (Take a broad position)
d. Make sure to identify which chapter(s) from the textbook addresses the concepts you are discussing. 
e. You will receive my approval in the comment box.
f. State if this is a local, state, or national need or issue.
g. Identify the elected official to whom you plan to write the letter to (state representative, a state senator, U.S. House Representative from your congressional district, a U.S. Senator from your state, mayor, your state governor, county official, etc.).  

2. Documentation Assignment and Letter of Advocacy
a. Open the source research log 
b. Research local, state, and/or a national issue or need, and find sources (see the log for types of sources required), analyze resources available to that address this issue or need—do community members have access to this resource? You can obtain your information in one or more of the following ways: 
i. Online information
· Note on the source research log:
· Organization name (your organizations could be non-profits as well as government agencies)
· Web address
· Information provided
· Local, state, and/or national government websites
· Day and time of research (log the # of minutes spent on each site)
ii. In-person information (in case you visit the location to gain more information)
· Note on the source research log:
· Organization name
· Location of organization
· Resources provided
· Local, state, and/or national
· Day and time of visit (log the # of minutes spent at location)
iii. In-person, telephone, or Zoom/Skype/Facetime interview of a person working at one of the organizations
· Note on the source research log:
· Person’s name
· Person’s position with the organization
· Organization name
· Location and/or web address
· Resources provided 
· Local, state, and/or national, 
· Day and time of interview (log the # of minutes spent in interview)
c. Required number of resources investigated: 5
d. Complete the source research log.
e. Some questions to think about as you research the available information: 
i. What is the need or issue in specific terms? Why is this issue important?
ii. What community resources are there to address the need or issue? Or what is missing?
iii. Where does the funding come from to provide these resources? 
iv. What services are provided by the organization(s)? What is missing?  What is the government not doing? Or doing well?
v. Who benefits from these services or regulations or laws?  What is missing; like services, regulations, laws, enforcement, etc.?
vi. How do these services or lack thereof (or laws, or regulations, or public policy issues) impact the larger community in terms of quality of life, political access, and/or economic development? Is public policy being addressed by the resource?  Identify the public policy.  Could it be that we need to create public policy to address new challenges, like city scooters?  Homelessness? Trash?
f. Write a letter of advocacy on the need or issue to be sent to a relevant elected official.  Remember that city issues go to mayors, city council, county commissioners.  State issues go to state senators, state house representatives, and governors.  Also, keep in mind that national issues go to U.S. Senators from your state and U.S. House of Representatives from your state and district.
g. Some of the questions to think about as you write your letter of advocacy:
i. Do I have the “right” elected official?  Who is he/she?
ii. Explain why this need or issue is important
iii. Construct an analysis of the issue or need
iv. Include data to support your statements 
v. Your letter must be in a formal writing style and properly organized (this is not a text or an email)
vi. Do not make assumptions about your choice of topic; make clear statements and effective arguments 
vii. Identify yourself
viii. Follow the letter examples provided to you (No, you are not allowed to write on the same topics as the examples provided.  Thank you for your understanding).
ix. The letter should follow the format and the language of the examples provided.
h. You should spend approximately 6 hours in your research and writing your letter of advocacy.
i. Complete your source research log and letter of advocacy OR the service-learning log and service learning by week 9 of the semester so you will have time to participate in the reflection discussion board on week 12.  
j. Attach your completed source research log and letter of advocacy to the assignment.
k. Attach proof of submission of the letter (A screen shot or a scanned document or a picture demonstrating the submission of your letter is required—if you send an email to an elected official, you should receive an acknowledgement; and likely, an answer.)
l. Do make reference to your sources in the letter, in particular to data and government sources.  This is important because it provides for legitimacy in your argument and recommendations.  You should also use the other sources.  It helps prove that you are knowledgeable about the topic.

3. Reflection Discussion
a. Complete the reflection discussion board.  You are required 1 post/thread and a substantial reply another student.

Keep in mind that you are learning how to effectively communicate.  One of the main purposes of advocacy letters is to ask questions, raise concerns, do and present research, discuss issues, and promote your ideas.  The choice of elected official should be appropriate for the nature of the topic (need or issue) about which you are writing.  Remember that you are advocating for an issue that interests you and that it is also important to a group or community of individuals.
The strategy is to write a federal official about a federal issue and a state official about a state issue.    The letter must be on a topic with relevant supporting information.  I hope that you get an answer to your issue!  This is a political science class, and the topics should relate to political science.  Understandably, we have difficult topics and controversial ones, but we must put personal issues aside and focus on evidence and facts.

Reflection Discussion:

Reflect on your experience. Answer the following questions in your reflection:
1) What community need local, state, and/or national issue did you focus on? Why is this a need or issue? Why is it important to be discussed?
2) How does this need or issue relate to concepts of the course? Make sure to identify which chapter(s) from the textbook addresses the concepts you are discussing.
3) What assumptions did you make before completing this project?
4) What organizations did you learn about in preparing your letter of advocacy?
5) How does the organization(s) affect individuals and impact the community?
6) What conclusions did you come to from participating in this experience?

You are required one post or thread and a substantial reply on another student’s post in order to receive credit.
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