PL222  Human Rights
Emerson College, Fall 2019
Professor: Dr. Mneesha Gellman
Email: mneesha_gellman@emerson.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-10am and by appointment, Walker 414B
Class times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, Ansin 203, 10am-11:45am

Course Description
	This course presents human rights issues in international context, exploring major issues of power, justice, and cultural and institutional practices. From the philosophy of “the right to have rights” to contemporary policy dilemmas on immigration and racial and ethnic minority rights, this class unpacks rights assumptions and assesses “real world” solutions. What are human rights? Who deserves them? How are they protected? What obligation do states and citizens have to ensure rights are not violated? Students will engage selected international case studies to explore the pressing human rights issues of our time.
The course sections explore theoretical assumptions of human rights, debate the universality or relativity of rights, learn key human rights actors, organizations and regimes, and the roles that each play in forming human rights norms and cultures, as well as the relationship between categories of rights holders and rights granters. We will briefly survey special kinds of rights issues, including: LGBTQ rights, the right to water, language rights, female circumcision, the Dirty War in Argentina, immigration, the prison industrial complex, and other rights quandaries from the US and around the world. 

Required books to purchase: 
1) Donnelly, Jack. 2017. International Human Rights. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. Fifth Edition.
2) Luiselli, Valeria. 2017. Tell Me How It Ends: An Essay in Forty Questions. Minneapolis, MN: Coffee House Press.
3) All other readings not directly linked on the syllabus will be available to read electronically under the Files tab of the course Canvas page. You may be asked to print out certain articles to bring in hard copy to class.

Assessments
1. Paired student presentations (10%): Each student will work with a fellow classmate or small group to design a brief but well-organized presentation on a current event in connection to the reading assignment for a given day, offering their own questions and answers to initiate student discussion. Each student will turn in a written summary of their presentation, following the questions on the handout on Canvas.
2. Attendance and participation (10%). Showing up counts for 5%, and contributing to class discussions and exercises in a meaningful way counts for another 5%. Each day students receive one point for attendance and one for participation. Excused absences receive one point and unexcused absences receive no points. Come prepared to discuss readings with your colleagues and pose questions. Quality of contribution, not quantity of comments, will be the basis for evaluation. All students will present their final project, whether the research paper or the service project, in the final class periods, and this counts towards participation also.
3. Human rights-related event reflection (10%). Ideally this is at the Teach-In on Race at Emerson, October 18th 2019. If for a legitimate reason you cannot attend, you will have to identify another talk at Emerson or in Boston to attend and write a reflection piece on.
4. FOR NON-SERVICE LEARNERS: Newspaper article journaling assignment (10%): A two-part assignment having students connect current events from credible news sources to class content, using a journaling template.
5. Short paper outline and annotated bibliography (20%). Must include at least five peer-reviewed sources. Annotation should summarize key themes of article and how they pertain to your topic.
6. Short research paper (20%). Five pages, with a minimum of five peer-reviewed sources. Choose a country and a specific group of people within the country, and analyze the major human rights challenges facing them as well as potential solutions.
7. FOR NON-SERVICE LEARNERS: Final human rights research paper (20%). 7-10 pages, five peer reviewed sources minimum. See handout.
8. Service Learning Option (30%). Students choosing this option will commit to a minimum of thirty hours of service at a local organization. Instead of the newspaper journaling assignment and final research paper, service-learning students will turn in a service plan (5%), service learning timesheet (5%) and reflection essay on completed service (20%). 

Student Learning Objectives
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
1) Identify how power (economic, geo-political, socio-cultural) operates in a global context.
2) Examine how diverse cultures and societies are shaped both on their own terms and through transnational and globalized forms of exchange.
3) Investigate one or more unfamiliar social and cultural paradigms in order to reflect on global processes and cultural interactions. 
4) Debate both sides of polarizing human rights issues verbally and in written work and demonstrate sound argument design and evaluation of opposing views.
5) Recognize how political science can be used to address issues of diversity and inclusion at Emerson and in the wider world.

Perspectives: This course is part of the History and Politics Perspective. Courses in this perspective foster an understanding of the context and content of historical, political, and societal actions and events. This perspective likewise provides students with insights regarding the documenting and study of diverse histories and cultures and the evolution of political systems across time. 	
This course also fulfills the Global Diversity Perspective, which encourages students to be informed and engaged global citizens by critically examining the multiple perspectives and experiences of diverse cultures and societies within their historical, contemporary, and transnational contexts.

Minors: This course is part of the Political Science Minor, the Global and Postcolonial Studies Minor, and the Peace and Social Justice Minor.

Classroom Policies
1) Attendance: All students may have one unexcused absence with no penalty. Any subsequent absences require documentation or else will proportionally affect your participation grade. Excused absences must be arranged in advance. Late arrival will negatively affect your attendance and participation grade. More than five unexcused absences may result in a failing grade.

2) Grading: This course follows Emerson’s standard grading rubric: A = (93-100), A- = (90- 92), B+ = (87-89), B = (83-86), B- = (80-82), C+ = (77-79), C = (73-76), C- = (70-72), D = (60-69), F = (failing).

3) Late papers will be severely penalized and will not be accepted more than one class meeting after the original due date without worthy and documented justification of legitimate catastrophe. Plan ahead!

4) Screens no, hard copies yes – Readings must be brought in hard copy, or if read electronically, meticulous notes on the readings should be brought to class in hard copy so they can be referred to without screen distraction. I will make my PowerPoint slides available on Canvas. See http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/the-case-for-banning-laptops-in-the-classroom for more on why screens make you learn less effectively.

5) Commitment to diversity and inclusion: Every student in this class will be honored and respected as an individual with distinct experiences, talents, and backgrounds. Students will be treated fairly regardless of race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identification, disability, socio-economic status, or national identity. Issues of diversity may be a part of class discussion, assigned material, and projects. I will make every effort to ensure that an inclusive environment exists for all students. If you have any concerns or suggestions for improving the classroom climate, please do not hesitate to speak with me or to contact the Social Justice Center at 617-824-8528 or by email at sjc@emerson.edu.

Other information
Communication: I will respond to any email questions or concerns within 48 hours. Come to office hours or email me to set up a separate appointment if you cannot come to office hours. 

Course Content Concerns: We will discuss sensitive topics throughout this course. Please see me in advance if you have any concerns about attending class, completing the assignments, or covering the course material, so we may set up alternatives.

Religious Observance Policy: Students who are unable, because of religious beliefs, to attend class or participate in a class-related exam or activity on a particular day should contact me ahead of time to facilitate their absence without penalty.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Emerson is committed to providing equal access and support to all students who qualify through the provision of reasonable accommodations so that each student may fully participate in the Emerson experience. If you have a disability that may require accommodations, please contact Student Accessibility Services at SAS@emerson.edu or 617-824- 8592 to make an appointment with an SAS staff member. Students are encouraged to contact SAS early in the semester. Please be aware that accommodations are not applied retroactively.

Student Resources for Wellbeing: Please take care of yourself physically and mentally: Student Care and Support 617-824-8640; Student Success 617-824-8650; Emerson Counseling and Psychological Services 617-824-8595; Emerson Health and Wellness617-824-8666. You can report an anonymous concern about yourself or others via www.emerson.edu/reportaconcern.

Academic integrity at Emerson: It is the responsibility of all Emerson students to know and adhere to the College’s policy on plagiarism, which can be found at: http://www.emerson.edu/policy/plagiarism. If you have any question concerning the Emerson plagiarism policy or about documentation of sources in work you produce in this course, speak to me in advance of assessment deadlines. Cases of plagiarism will be reported to Emerson’s Academic Affairs. 

Academic Resources: For assistance with studying for and preparing assessments for this course, please utilize my office hours as well as the Lacerte Family Writing and Academic Resource Center (WARC) http://www.emerson.edu/academics/academic-services/writing-academic-resource-center. WARC appointments can be made at 617-824-7874.
*I reserve the right to adjust and change the syllabus as needed throughout the semester

SCHEDULE: 
	Date
	Required Reading/Viewing
	In-class Activities
	Assignment Due
	Recommended Reading

	
	Historical Origins of Human Rights
	
	
	

	Week 1
9/5
R
	
	Course overview, social contract, ground rules, and key concepts
*similarities and differences
	
	

	Week 2
9/10
T
	- Donnelly, International Human Rights, introduction and chapters 1-2.
- Read through Universal Declaration of Human Rights and glossary, Donnelly pg 261-269 
	*Service Learning options (Olivia Peterson or Elsa Freer -Boston Cares)

	
	- Ingram, J., D. (2008). "What Is a "Right to Have Rights"? Three Images of the Politics of Human Rights." American Political Science Review 102(4): 401-416.

	
	Bias and Relativism in Rights
	
	
	

	9/12
R
	-McIntosh, Peggy. 1988. White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack
- Take the Implicit Association Test: https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/selectatest.html. 
Everyone should take two tests; the Race IAT plus one of your choosing from the list. Sketch answers about: your IAT results, whether you believe your results were accurate, your reaction when you learned your results, if you think you have hidden biases, and how important is bias?
	*Service Learning options (Catherine Liebowitz – Emerson Sustainability Coordinator)
	
	

	Week 3
9/17
T
	- Donnelly, Ch 3, relative v. universal human rights 
-Shashi Tharoor, “Are Human Rights Universal?,” World Policy Journal (Winter 1999/2000).
-Research service learning options
	*rights or entitlements?
	
	- John Tilley, “Cultural Relativism,” Human Rights Quarterly (2000). Volume 22, Number 2, pp. 501-547
-Amensty International two page article on abortion rights in El Salvador, on Canvas

	
	Human Rights and Their Critics: Female Genital Cutting Case Study
	
	
	

	9/19
R
	*Librarian pre-assignment
-Shweder, R. A. (2000). "What About "Female Genital Mutilation"? And Why Understanding Culture Matters in the First Place." Daedalus : proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 129(4): 209.
	*Librarian visit, presentation on research in databases
	
	-Approaching corruption from a masculinity lens: http://www.blog.cdacollaborative.org/approaching-corruption-through-the-lens-of-masculinities/ 
-The Pedestal Effect- The low bar for men in gender issues: http://www.wordsinthebucket.com/whats-keeping-men-from-engaging-in-gender-equality


	Week 4
9/24
T
	-Yahyaoui Krivenko, Ekaterina. 2015. "Rethinking Human Rights and Culture Through Female Genital Surgeries."  Human Rights Quarterly 37 (1):107-136.
- Read for newspaper assignment or about topics related to service learning idea
	*In-class debate – circumcision and human rights

	*Newspaper journaling assessment or service learning plan due in hard copy
	-Toviah Garber, Shemuel. The Circular Cut: Problematizing the Longevity of Civilization’s Most Aggressively Defended Amputation,
http://wesscholar.wesleyan.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2136&context=etd_hon_theses

	
	The Prison Industrial Complex
	
	
	

	9/26
R
	- Katzenstein, Mary Fainsod and Maureen R. Waller. 2015. Taxing the Poor: Incarceration, Poverty Governance, and the Seizure of Family Resources Perspectives on Politics. Volume 13:3. P.  638 – 656.
-film: 13th (1 hour 40 min), on Netflix
	
	
	- Gender Discrimination in the El Salvador Judicial Process of 17 Women Accused of Aggravated Homicide of Their Newborns, http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/viterna/files/final_report_english_pdf.pdf?m=1438535000

	Week 5
10/1
T
	-Michelle Alexander excerpt
*Watch Kids for Cash film, linked in Canvas Discussion tab
	*Guest Speaker Tamia Rashida Jordan and Greg Gibson, MA 
	*Post your Canvas response to film by 11pm on Monday 9/30
	Film: *When the Bough Breaks & Place Matters (30 min each), from Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality Making Us Sick?

	10/3
R
	-Reading TBA
	*Guest Speaker – Tim Slade, The Destruction of Memory” film screening IN BORDY
	
	

	Week 6
10/8, T
	- Death penalty case studies
- Vice articles on Prison Industrial Complex
	*In class justice debate

	
	Book in Emerson library: Robinson, Gerard and Elizabeth English Smith.Eds. 2019. Education for Liberation: The Politics of Promise and Reform Inside and Beyond Americas Prisons. Rowman & Littlefield. Lantham, MA

	
	Human Rights in the Southern Cone
	
	
	

	10/10
R
	- Donnelly, International Human Rights, chapter 4.

	*Share service learning project and research paper topics
	*Hand in outlines and annotated bibliographies
	- Belinda Cooper, “International Justice and its Limits,” World Policy Journal. Fall, 2009: http://www.worldpolicy.org/sites/default/files/uploaded/image/The%20Limits%20of%20International%20Justice.pdf

	Week 7
10/15, T
	- Donnelly, International Human Rights, chapter 5.
-Read Argentina timeline: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/1196005.stm
	*Watch The Disappeared, Argentina Dirty War
	
	- Feitlowitz, M. (2011). A Lexicon of Terror: Argentina and the Legacies of Torture. Oxford, New York, Oxford University Press

	
	Multilateral Human Rights Regimes 
	
	
	

	10/17
R
	- Donnelly, International Human Rights, chapter 6, regional human rights regimes
- Read websites for High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), ILO, ICC, UNESCO
- Read through ILO 169 (Canvas, required reading)
	
*In class analysis of ILO Convention 169 on the right of indigenous people
	
	-Newcomb, Steven. 2015. Maintaining US Status Quo in Name of ‘Enhanced Participation’ at UN. Indian Country Today. 5/25/14
- Minority Rights Group report on any country: http://minorityrights.org 


	10/18
Friday
	ATTEND THE TEACH-IN ON RACE AT EMERSON COLLEGE
	
	*Post reflection responses on Teach-In on Canvas by 10pm 10/20/19
	

	
	Human Rights Interventions and Foreign Policy
	
	
	

	Week 8
10/22
T
	- Donnelly, International Human Rights, chapter 7, human rights and foreign policy


	*writing clinic
	
	- Kathryn Sikkink, “The Effectiveness of U.S. Human Rights Policy, 1973-1980,” The International Dimension of Democratization (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996).

	10/24
R
	- Donnelly, ch.8 human rights in American foreign policy
	
	
	- Keck, M. E. and K. Sikkink (1998). Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics. Ithaca, N.Y., Cornell University Press. Chapter 1, p 21-59.

	Week 9
10/29
T
	- Donnelly, ch. 9, transnational human rights advocacy
	*Never Again exercise in class, p. 26/34 & 38
	*Short research papers due
	- Keck and Sikkink’s book Activists without Borders, available online: http://endeavor.flo.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=1732547
- Film: Standard Operating Procedure (116 minutes)

	10/31
R
	-Donnelly, ch 10, humanitarian intervention
-play online game: https://www.unric.org/en/games/27351-against-all-odds-unhcr
	*Discuss line between sovereignty and R2P
	
	

	
	International Relations, Globalization, and (Anti)Terrorism
	
	
	

	Week 10
11/5 - T
	- Donnelly, ch 11, globalization, the state, and human rights

	 
	
	- Calain, P. In search of the new 'Informal Legitimacy' of Médecins Sans Frontières. Public Health Ethics, Vol 5, No. 1 (2012)

	11/7 – R
	-Donnelly, ch 12, (Anti)terrorism and human rights
	-Discuss on the right to privacy in internet age
	
	Recommended:
- Pamuk, Orhan. Snow. (fiction)
- Tony Evans, “If Democracy, then Human Rights?” The World Quarterly (2001).

	Week 11
11/12, T
	NO CLASS- MONDAY SCHEDULE
	
	
	

	
	Immigration and the Right to Movement
	
	
	

	11/14
R
	-Chapters 7, Dear, Michael (2013). Why Walls Won't Work: Repairing the US-Mexico Divide. Oxford; New York, Oxford University Press.
	*In-class film: AbUSed, on immigration and human rights
	
	Films: Documented
Which Way Home
Sin Nombre
Enriques Journey
La Camioneta: The Journey of One American School Bus

	Week 12
11/19, T
	-Tell Me How It Ends (p. 1-53)
	*Guest speaker on immigration
	
	

	11/21, R
	- Tell Me How It Ends (p. 55-end)
	
	
	

	Week 13
11/26  T
	-Gellman, Mneesha. 2019. The Trump administration keeps making it harder to claim asylum. Here’s how and why. The Monkey Cage, Washington Post. On Canvas
	Immigration discussion
	
	

	11/28, R
	NO CLASS- National Day of Mourning/ Thanksgiving
	
	
	

	
	Water Rights
	
	
	

	Week 14
12/3
T
	Ellis, Keri, & Loretta Feris. 2014. “The Right to Sanitation: Time to Delink from the Right to Water.” Human Rights Quarterly, 36. 607-629.
	*Discuss in class – water politics
- Wallach, Jason (2009). Tales from the Battle for El Salvador’s Water. Parrhesia Productions Video. (30 min)
	
	

	
	Conclusion: Sharing Our Work
	
	
	

	12/5
R
	- Read for final papers and work on service learning reflections
	*Student presentations – research topics and service learning projects
	
	

	Week 15
12/10
T
	- Read for final papers and work on service learning reflections
	*More student presentations

	* Final research papers and service learning timesheets and reflections due in hard copy
	

	12/12, R
	
	*More student presentations
	
	

	Week 16
12/17 – T
	FINAL MEETING
	
	
	Handing back of research papers and service learning documents
	



	5

