
Creating a Government

We often take our system of government for granted, without giving much thought into how it was created.

Thinking back to our discussions and the readings on American Democracy, the founding and Constitution, and federalism, put yourself in the position of “framer.”  You have been asked to form/create a governmental system for a large (both in terms of area and population) and diverse country.  

When creating your government, you will need to address the following questions:
· What kind of governmental system would you create? (answer on page 2)
· What types of institutions would it have? (answer on page 2)
· What powers would it be given? (answer on page 3)
· Why would this government be the best option for a large and diverse country? (answer on page 3)

Use the following questions to help you design your government. 
· What kind of governmental system would you adopt? Remember, regime type and structure are not the same thing. Pick ONE type of regime and ONE structure of government.
	Regime Type
	
	Structure of Government

	Authoritarian
	Democracy
	
	

	· Autocracy
· Oligarchy
· Totalitarian
	· Direct Democracy
· Representative Democracy (Republic)
	
	· Confederation
· Federal
· Unitary



· What types of institutions should carry out different activities? When we think about institutions, we are generally thinking about parts of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches in the US government. But, you do not need to limit yourself to the structure used by the US.
· What are the institutions?
· How are people selected to serve in these institutions?
· Are there specific qualifications needed to serve in office?
· How long are their terms in office?
· Would you limit the number of times someone can serve in office?
· What powers would your government have? When thinking about the powers given to the government, consider two different parts:
· What should be the role of government? (Think back to the discussions about why we have government—this is more of a theoretical description of why we have government)
· What are the most important functions of government? (This is more of a policy question—a concrete description of what government should do)

Please make sure that you are carefully reading all the information provided (there are some helpful tips listed above). Additionally, please make sure that you are clearly explaining your answers using complete sentences and that you are directly addressing the specific questions asked.

When you are creating your government, please remember the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk530028640]All of your writing should be clear and legible.  Submissions that are illegible will not be graded and will be scored 0.
· Please make sure that you are directly address the specific questions asked and following all instructions listed above. Assignments that are not on topic or do not follow the instructions will not be graded and will be scored 0. 
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What kind of governmental system would you adopt? 



















What types of institutions would it have?



















What powers would it be given?




















Why would this government be the best option for a large and diverse country?  

















