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Proposed Amendments
Describe your proposed amendments in the spaces below



Of your proposed amendments, which ONE amendment do you wish to present for a vote?


















State number ________________________________________________


What arguments do you want to make to support your amendment? Why should the other states vote in favor of your amendment?


Article 1: 
Legislative Branch


House: two-year terms, elected directly by the people.


Article 2: 
Executive Branch


Presidency: four-year terms (limited in 1951 to a maximum of two terms), elected indirectly by the electoral college.


Article 3: 
Judicial Branch


Supreme Court: lifetime terms, appointed by the president with the approval of the Senate.


Article 4:
National Unity &  Power


Reciprocity among states: establishes that each state must give “full faith and credit” to official acts of other states, and guarantees citizens of any state the “privileges and immunities” of every other state, requires states to extradite individuals fleeing justice back to state where crime was committed


Senate: six-year terms (staggered so that only one-third of the Senate changes in any given election), appointed by state legislature (changed in 1913 to direct election).


Expressed powers of the national government: collecting taxes, borrowing money, regulating commerce, declaring war, and maintaining an army and a navy; all other power belongs to the states, unless deemed otherwise by the elastic (“necessary and proper”) clause.


Exclusive powers of the national government: states are expressly forbidden to issue their own paper money, tax imports and exports, regulate trade outside their own borders, and impair the obligation of contracts; these powers are the exclusive domain of the national government.


Powers: can recognize other countries, negotiate treaties, grant reprieves and pardons, convene Congress in special sessions, and veto congressional enactment.


Powers: include resolving conflicts between federal and state laws, determining whether power belongs to the national government or the states, and setting controversies between citizens of different states.


Article 5:
Amending the Constitution


Procedure: most commonly used requires approval by two-thirds of Congress and adoption by three-fourths of the states


Article 6:
National Supremacy


The Constitution and national law are the supreme law of the land and cannot be overruled by state law.


Article 7:
Ratification


The Constitution became effective when approved by nine states.


Admission of new states: no new state within the jurisdiction of current state; have to have consent of states to join two or more states or parts of states to make a new state


Protection: federal government guarantees republican form of government for the states and protect them from invasion; help protect against domestic unrest when asked by the state government


No religious test to serve in any office or public trust in the United States.
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