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Discussions:
Week 1 & 2 Online Discussion: Plato and Confucius (Available 1/16/24 to 1/28/24)
Please analyze, discuss and explore Plato's analysis of The Republic. What does he feel is an ideal state? How does he justify his views of equality as it pertains to women? From the perspective of the reading: The function of equal education in Plato's Republic written by Lynda Lange explains Plato's view concerning this equality.
In this discussion it is imperative to juxtapose this discussion with Confucius teachings on truth and the nature of humanity. Based on the assigned reading please incorporate into this analysis and discussion both Eastern philosophy and Western European philosophy. There are distinctions and also subtle nuances in both political thought.
Please enjoy this exploration in enlightenment.

Week 3 & 4 Online Discussion: Augustine and Jorge Valdez (Available from 1/29/24 to 2/11/24) Extended to February 25th, 2024
Please explore the philosophy of Saint Augustine. What was his ideal vision of a City of God? Why did he have a need for his writing in The Confessions? What was his struggle? Why was there such a conflict with the role of women in the church and the misogyny produced by the church according to the writings of Rosemary Radford Ruether. Juxtaposed to the European philosophical thought, contrast Jorge Valdez and his Pre Columbian Philosophical Perspectives. What does Valdez mean by complimentary dualities as he analyzes the Aztecs and Mayan culture introducing South American philosophical discourse.

Weeks 5 & 6 Online Discussion: Thomas Aquinas and Marie le Jars de Gournay (Available from 2/12/24 to 3/3/24)
Based on the political philosophy of Thomas Aquinas, explain his views on natural law. Please also analyze how this pertains to acts of virtue and is this the same in all men / women? In addition, explain his views on kingship. Thomas Aquinas also writes about "Essence of Law" and "Whether the Law is Always Good" in his writings, Summa Theologica. Can you analyze his perspective and do you agree or disagree with his analysis? Are human beings capable of making just laws or should laws be based on an eternal law, according to the writings and philosophy of Thomas Aquinas.
Aquinas philosophy helps us to analyze and understand the writings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who wrote in his "Letter From A Birmingham Jail", that there is such a thing as an unjust law and a moral imperative must supersede the following of that law. Dr. King was also a Philosophy major. In this discussion, please also analyze and discuss Marie le Jars de Gournay 
philosophical ideals concerning the nature of "Equality of Men and Women" as explored in the assigned readings. 

Week 7 & 8 Online Discussion: Carole Pateman, Bartolome de Las Casa, and Lorenne Clark (Available from 2/26/24 to 3/10/24) 
Carole Pateman espoused a Political Philosophy that challenges Thomas Hobbes misogyny and patriarchy. She writes about, "Hobbes, Patriarchy and Conjugal Rights". Please analyze in this online discussion. How much of what she wrote about is still applicable in today's political and civil society? 
In this discussion please also analyze Bartolome de Las Casa writing on "The Devastation of the Indies". Analyze the political philosophy that challenges dominant colonized theoretical discourse.
In addition, please explain what Lorenne Clark meant when she critiqued Political Philosopher John Locke in her writing "Women and John Locke: Or, Who Owns the Apples in the Garden of Eden?" 
Note: These contrasting philosophical viewpoints on such a range of topics will make for a very interesting and engaging online discussion. 

Week 9 & 10 Online Discussion: Mohandas Gandhi & Mo Tzu (Available from 3/18/24 to 3/31/24)
Please explain the philosophy of Mohandas K. Gandhi as expressed in his writing, "On Satyagraha". How was this political philosophy so impactful for Dr. Martin Luther King's stance on nonviolent protest, civil disobedience as a mechanism for political transformation and social change.
Contrast the writing of Mo Tzu, "Universal Love". What are the common universal tenants expressed by these profound philosophic teachings. How can we apply this wisdom today in modern political governance? Are there commonalities in their teachings, even though there are striking cultural and ethnic distinctions.
In addition to this first section of the discussion, please explain what is universal love expressed by Political Philosopher Mo Tzu. How does this compare to Mohandas K. Gandhi view on passive resistance, nonviolence and peace as an act of retaliatory power.
 
Week 11 & 12 Online Discussion: Friedrich Engels, John Hospers & Abu' A la Mawdudi ((Available from 4/1/24 to 4/14/24)
According to Friedrich Engels what is "The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State". Please discuss this and contrast John Hospers "The Libertarian Manifesto" analysis. What are these two theorists stating that creates a universal theme and message expressed by both of these Political Philosophers. What are they stating about freedom and natural rights? What do they feel is the role of the government (commonwealth)?
Note: In your examination and discussion, I want you to also contrast the Political Philosophy of Abu' A la Mawdudi. Please analyze his views concerning "The Political Theory of Islam". 
Please thoroughly explore, analyze and contrast. Do you see any differences or continuity in philosophical thought expressed by Engels, Hospers and Mawdudi? 

Week 13, 14 & 15 Online Discussion: Jurgen Habermas, Michel Foucault and Cornel West (Available from 4/15/24 to 5/10/24)
What is Habermas attempting to express and what is the intent of his writing in "Discourse Ethics".  In contrast Michel Foucault is very straight forward when he discusses power and its relationship to the individual in terms of how power is expressed. Please explain Foucault's theory of "Power / Knowledge". How does knowledge effect disciplinary power, domination and how then will the maintenance of power suppress knowledge. Each exists as two sides of the same coin. Each resisting the other, power and knowledge. Remember, knowledge is power, according to Michel Foucault.
Cornel West expresses a theory of power through the prism of Afro American resistance to Constantinian oppression living in an oppressive state regime known as America. Cornel West also advocates a deconstructing of western political thought and a critique of philosophic ideas that do not express a theory of cultural ethnic resistance. He expresses a Political Philosophy that empowers and emancipates traditionally oppressed peoples. This philosophy advocates for their ideological resistance and self empowerment.
What are Cornel West's recommendations for a revolutionary future as expressed in the assigned reading. How does Cornel West theory of power contrast to Habermas and Foucault? In what ways is his theory of power similar, if this is your interpretation of his philosophical ideology. Cornel West does offer a critique of Michel Foucault in this assigned reading and he also dissects Habermas as well. Please explore, explain and discuss Cornel West critical examination of these two theorists. What does Cornel West state is the role and purpose of African American theorists / philosophers.   

Assessment:
Essay Exam 1 - Political Philosophy due February 11th, 2024 (Extended to 2/18/24)       
Please answer any (3) three of these (5) five questions provided for your essay exam selection. You may also select (1) one question for extra credit, This is optional but indicate which one is Extra Credit:
Students utilizing MLA format (1 inch margins, 12 inch font, Times New Roman font, justified margins. For this exam, only write the question number. You don’t need to restate it in the beginning of your response analysis. In question 3, you will need to write the question.  MLA format: See Example: https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/wp-
Please analyze these essay questions discussed in lecture:
1. 1) What does Aristotle mean / imply by his quote that “man is a political animal”. Note: This quote is taken from his text – The Politics. In this text he discusses the city state in Greek society must achieve its highest good. He feels that this good can only be achieved by living the life of a citizen. Therefore, in your analysis discuss his philosophy of what it means to be a citizen in a state and how that innately makes us political animals. I provided a copy of the Politics last week for you to be able to analyze this question. You also may base your analysis from the lecture discussions and other source readings.
 
1. 2) Please analyze and explain the philosophy of St. Augustine. How did he infuse Catholic theology with Platonic ideals? In what way did the Manichean Philosophy and Hellenistic ideology impact Augustine ultimately leading to his radical conversion back to his faith, Catholicism. How would this conversion impact his political ideology and views about government? Note: Augustine has a noted concept of the power of two swords - church and state, please explain. He also is quoted by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, "an unjust law is no law at all" according to St. Augustine. What does this mean as it pertains to civil society and government? What is his motivation in writing The Confessions and what is the purpose of the text? 
 
1. 3) Hobbes discusses the natural state of man in his philosophic writings. According to Hobbes in his text The Leviathan: “man is nasty and brutish and in need of the government to regulate himself.” He is quite implicit on the role of the state or commonwealth in the private life of the citizen. This relationship between the two, form the basis of civil society and establishes the power of absolutism by the government. In your analysis of this question explain Hobbes Function of Government / Commonwealth. How does the role of the state regulate man’s innately banal and evil tendencies towards destruction and anarchy? You also may base your analysis from the lecture discussions and other source readings.
 
1. 4) What was the fundamental basis of Socrates teachings and core of his political philosophy? How did he feel about the elite / aristocracy and what impact did this have on his politics and influence? Why is the health of the soul so important to Socrates and how does this impact civil society? Related to this he felt that there were three primary areas of focus for the individual as it pertains to the care of the soul, please integrate into this essay analysis. How does courage, moderation, justice and wisdom affect the soul and ultimately civil society according to Socrates political philosophy? 
 
1. 5) Plato was a student of Socrates. How did the death of Socrates impact him and his philosophic political ideology? What is the significance of forms: justice beauty, and equality as it relates to civil society and political governance according to Plato? How does the condition of the soul which has three parts: reason, spirit and appetite that subsequently is also a requirement for the good life, according to Plato. Explain the purpose of Plato's Academy and how it differed from Socrates Lyceum in terms of purpose, access, content taught and goal for these institutions. What were the similarities of these places of higher learning? Lastly, Plato's Republic was his most significant political philosophic writing and contribution to civil society and governance please explain and analyze its impact on politics / governments.
 
Important Note: If it is less than (1) full complete page of typed analysis, it will be reduced a letter grade. MLA format required, 1-inch margins, 12-inch font and please use times new roman.  Each essay question answered should be no more than (1) page of typed written analysis and cite your analysis with quotes from the reading.  Please answer any (3) three out these of these (5) five questions for your exam selection. 


Essay Exam 2 - Political Philosophy due February 25th, 2024
Note: Please adhere to the following structural requirements: 12 inch font, times new roman preferred, justified margins 1 inch margins – MLA format. Please write the question number first in bold ink and then proceed to answer the question. include page numbers.
 
1. "Machiavellianism" is a widely used negative term to characterize unscrupulous politicians of the sort Machiavelli described in The Prince. The book itself gained enormous notoriety and wide readership because the author seemed to be endorsing behavior often deemed as evil and immoral. Please explain what Niccolo Machiavelli meant by his most famous quote and belief: "the ends justify the means." Violence may be necessary for the successful stabilization of power and introduction of new legal institutions. Force may be used to eliminate political rivals, to coerce resistant populations, and to purge the community of other men strong enough of character to rule, who will inevitably attempt to replace the ruler. Machiavelli has become infamous for such political advice, ensuring that he would be remembered in history through the adjective, "Machiavellian."
 
1. Jean – Jacques Rousseau is a French Enlightened Philosopher and Social Contract Theorist. His most noted quote is that “man is born free, yet everywhere he is in chains.” His political philosophy influenced the French Revolution. His association with the Jacobin Club – The Friends of the Constitution, places him in the category of being a radical revolutionary. Please explain his discourse as Described in the, Origins of Inequality and in his work, On the Social Contract. How is his writing / philosophy both fundamental in modern political thought and subsequently providing a blueprint for revolution? Please also explain why Rousseau feels that Hobbes Social Contract Theory is deeply flawed.
 
Important Note: If it is less than (1.5) full completed pages of typed analysis per question, it will be reduced a letter grade.  Each essay question answered should be no more than (2) pages of typed written analysis and cite your analysis with quotes from the assigned reading.

Essay Exam 3 - Political Philosophy due March 24th, 2024)  Extended to 3/31/24
Note: Please adhere to the following structural requirements: 12 inch font, times new roman preferred, justified margins 1 inch margins – MLA format. Please write the question number first in bold ink and then proceed to answer the question and include page numbers. Please no more than (1) page per essay exam analysis.
 
1. Please explain why Immanuel Kant’s Moral Philosophy is considered one of the influential in the field of philosophy. Also discuss how his legacy in his 1795 published essay, Project for Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch, have impacted modern politics and established the theoretical foundation by providing the blueprint for the United Nations. 
 
1. John Stuart Mill is arguably one of the most significant contributors to the advancement of Western Political Thought. He has been called one of the most influential English speaking philosophers of the 19th Please explain his views on Utilitarianism, and how Mills defense of individualism and non conformity is reflected in the writing of his text – On Liberty, published in 1859.
 
1. What does Karl Marx believe is the root cause of worker alienation? What solution does Marx offer in the Communist Manifesto as a solution to worker estrangement / alienation? Is his solution viable for today’s 21st Century worker? Is there a solution you can offer or provide based on the theories espoused by various Political Philosophers analyzed throughout the course of study this semester? Is there a need for a working class revolution to change the exploitive capitalist economic arrangement that currently exists in society today? Can you describe it is so and if not – explain why there is no need for revolution.
 
1. Please analyze Mill’s views On Liberty per the assigned text reading and also explain his stance on The Subjugation of Women. In order to fully analyze this exam question you must incorporate the analysis of the Enfranchisement of Women, written by his wife Harriet Taylor, which is also a part of the assigned readings.
 
Important Note: If it is less than (1) full complete page of typed analysis, it will be reduced a letter grade.  Each essay question answered should be no more than (1) full page of typed written analysis and cite your analysis with quotes from the assigned reading.



Essay Exam 3 - Political Philosophy due March 24th, 2024)  Extended to 3/31/24
Note: Please adhere to the following structural requirements: 12 inch font, times new roman preferred, justified margins 1 inch margins – MLA format. Please write the question number first in bold ink and then proceed to answer the question and include page numbers. Please no more than (1) page per essay exam analysis.
 
1. Please explain why Immanuel Kant’s Moral Philosophy is considered one of the influential in the field of philosophy. Also discuss how his legacy in his 1795 published essay, Project for Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch, have impacted modern politics and established the theoretical foundation by providing the blueprint for the United Nations. 
 
1. John Stuart Mill is arguably one of the most significant contributors to the advancement of Western Political Thought. He has been called one of the most influential English speaking philosophers of the 19th Please explain his views on Utilitarianism, and how Mills defense of individualism and non conformity is reflected in the writing of his text – On Liberty, published in 1859.
 
1. What does Karl Marx believe is the root cause of worker alienation? What solution does Marx offer in the Communist Manifesto as a solution to worker estrangement / alienation? Is his solution viable for today’s 21st Century worker? Is there a solution you can offer or provide based on the theories espoused by various Political Philosophers analyzed throughout the course of study this semester? Is there a need for a working class revolution to change the exploitive capitalist economic arrangement that currently exists in society today? Can you describe it is so and if not – explain why there is no need for revolution.
 
1. Please analyze Mill’s views On Liberty per the assigned text reading and also explain his stance on The Subjugation of Women. In order to fully analyze this exam question you must incorporate the analysis of the Enfranchisement of Women, written by his wife Harriet Taylor, which is also a part of the assigned readings.

Important Note: If it is less than (1) full complete page of typed analysis, it will be reduced a letter grade.  Each essay question answered should be no more than (1) full page of typed written analysis and cite your analysis with quotes from the assigned reading.


Essay Exam 4 - Political Philosophy due April 21st, 2024

Note: Please adhere to the following structural requirements: 12 inch font, times new roman preferred, justified margins & 1 inch margins (MLA format). Please write the question number first in bold ink and then answer the question. If it is less than (1) page of full complete typed analysis, it will be reduced a letter grade. Answers should be no more than (1.5) pages of typed analysis per essay assigned in this exam. Please cite your analysis by using quotes from the assigned reading.
 
1. 1) Describe the Political Philosophy of Alasdair MacIntrye. What is a Political Community according to MacIntrye? What is his way of transforming modern capitalist society? Note: we discussed this in lecture and the content needed to analyze this question is derived from the assigned readings. How is MacIntrye critique of Capitalism, either deeply flawed, if you believe this or partially correct, if you take this stance regarding his philosophical contribution to Political Thought.
 
1. 2) Charles Taylor puts forth his own ideas as to how society provides the necessary foundation for rights how we are therefore obligated to contribute to it. Taylor begins his discussion of atomism by acknowledging that most philosophers who argue for atomism don't usually use this term and tend to prefer other terms like 'individualism'". Yet he says despite differences in terminology that what he's referring to is the philosophical underpinnings of the social-contract theorists. He goes on to say that the core of the social-contract theories is that of the primacy of rights which means that the rights of the individual are considered more important than any other duty or obligation. The primacy of rights, he says, ignores any obligation of the individual to society. the liberal view focused too much on what society owed the individual, they said, and neglected what the individual may owe to society. Further, by doing so, liberals neglect the environment which creates the necessary foundation for a truly free and moral agent. As such one must not only consider how a society guarantees the rights of the individual but also how the individual helps create a society where those rights continue to be protected, according to Taylor. Do you agree with Taylor's analysis of society and atomism as being necessary to secure individual rights?
 
1. 3) Explain an analyze the political philosophy of Dr. Cornell West.
