Module 2:
Cultivating Democratic Dispositions Flipped Classroom Style

Background

	The following classroom exercises have been either created or found publicly available online and adapted to be used in one to two classes for a flipped classroom approach to teaching the general education American Government course at the collegiate level.  These are designed to be student-centered learning, where they use the course readings, online resources, etc., to find evidence to produce their own conclusions, as opposed to relying on what their family and/or friends have told them, and/or they have learned from their community.  The point is to rely on the collection of one’s own evidence over accepting untested stereotypes.  Thus, a key feature for each exercise is that inquiry open with a BIG QUESTION that guides the student’s investigation of politics.

Exercise 1- Testing the Form of Government
Big Question  
What are the forms of government, which is best, and which does the US use?
[The stereotypical unexamined American answer is democracy.]

Length of Class Activity
One, possibly two classes

Section of American Government 
Introduction Chapter; State and Local Government Chapter

Summary of Lesson
Primary and secondary education has inundated students with the ideas that the US has separation of powers, checks and balances, elected representatives who make laws, federalism, etc.  They have also heard in society repeatedly that the US is a democracy.  This lesson asks them to first define (true not representative) democracy and a republic and then investigate if the features of American Government fit the former or latter.  The produce lists of the features of American politics that are a republic (e.g., separation of powers, checks and balances, senate, judiciary, Electoral College, etc.) in nature versus those that are democracy (voting, ballot initiatives and referendum, town hall meetings, etc.) in nature.
 
Student Learning Outcomes
Knowledge- Be able to define and explain the difference between a democracy and republic
Skill- Critical thinking based on evidence (NACE Competency)
Skill-Research skills to find examples as evidence of two types of government in US
Skill- Communication (NACE Competency)
Skill- Team work (NACE Competency)


Resources
Course readings (and lectures) on forms of government; smart phone, tablet or laptop

Pre-Activity Work
Read the introductory chapter text and/or a state and local government chapter, listen to lecture on forms of government.  Be sure to cover Aristotle’s 6 simple forms of government before class.

Activity
In a flipped classroom, the instructor needs to walk around, look for inactive students and groups, help them and answer their questions, and keep them on task.  The challenge is to give them guidance but avoid just giving them answers.
1) At the start of class, students are given the Form of Government Worksheet (see below).  They first complete it individually.  Give them 10-15 minutes as needed.  It is your choice on whether or not to let them use their notes over the reading and lectures. Let them use their smart phone, tablet or lap top to look up examples of ballot initiatives and/or referendums passed by the states as evidence for question 9.
2) After everyone has reasonably completed the worksheet to the best of their ability, have them pair up to compare their answers. Give them another 10 minutes to do so.
3) After pairs have completed their work, put them in groups of 4 or 5 and have them use the remainder of the class to complete a group sheet to submit for assessment.
4) If time is too tight to complete 1-3, continue the exercise in the next class.  However, exercise is best if completed in one class period. 

Reflection and Debrief
For this exercise, it is nice to have a few minutes left at the end of class to ask the class again:  Is the US a democracy?  The goal is to see if they change their answer from question 2 with question 9.  Have they developed a more mature understanding of American government based on the evidence?  Do they now see that the US government is fundamentally a republic with some democracy elements (largely found at the state level of government).  The point is for them to tally their list of republic features versus their list of democratic ones and see where the balance and facts lay.

Worksheet Key
1) monarchy, tyranny (or dictatorship), aristocracy, oligarchy, republic (or mixed government), democracy
2) [Student’s opinion- Answer may vary, but most without course will put democracy.]
3) liberal democracy, representative democracy, republic [The idea with this question is for students to understand the labels they may hear in the media or by political pundits, etc.]
4) participatory democracy [also accept true, direct, etc.]
5) true or direct democracy
6) republic
7) Possible answers include separation of powers, checks and balances, senate, judiciary, Electoral College, federalism, etc.
8) Possible answers include voting, ballot initiatives and referendum, town hall meetings, etc.
9) Possible answers include Arkansas legalizing medical marijuana (or similar actions by other states, California’s proposition 13 to limit state property taxes, etc.
10) A republic with some democratic elements or a democratic republic [ideally]

Active Learning Activity:  Defining Democracy and Republic Worksheet

Is the US a Democracy or a Republic?
1) What are the basic forms of government that are used?
____________________		___________________	_________________
____________________		___________________	_________________
2) What form of government does the United States have? ____________________
3) As per the Kaltura Tegrity lectures and readings, the United States can be described as a ______________________, ____________________, or ________________________ democracy (give at least 2 of these 3 correctly).
4) The belief that citizens should have opportunities to get involved in politics and government more than simply during elections is ________________ democracy.
5) The people actually debating and then making or voting on policy to become law is __________________   ___________________.
6) A state om which the supreme power rests in the body of citizens with the power to vote for elected officials who make the laws and contains limits on government branches, as typically defined in a constitution, is a ______________________.
7) Give 3 or more examples of how the United States is a republic.
__________________________________   __________________________________
__________________________________   __________________________________
8) Give 2 or more examples of direct democracy, as practiced within the states.
______________________________________
______________________________________
9) Give at least 3 examples from the states of democracy in action (Use your smart phones to find examples from at least 2 different states).
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
10) After completing this worksheet what form of government is the US best understood as using, a democracy or republic? _____________________

