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Overview:  I created this paper assignment for my Government and Politics course, which provides a comparative examination of the political institutions and processes of a variety of political systems, with the United States as the primary case study. This is our introductory course within the major and also fulfills the social scientific analysis requirement of the core curriculum. Government and Politics is a Writing Intensive course in our university’s Writing Across the Curriculum program.

I assign this paper just shy of halfway through the course, so that students have had enough course material to understand its purpose yet still have enough time to complete the scaffolded assignments. Since students have choices about the focus of their analyses, they have both agency and buy-in. 
As you review the Our Common Purpose report, you’ll see that different instructors could make different choices about which of the six strategies to focus on, and students could be given the opportunity to choose their own strategies and recommendations. There is a lot of flexibility in crafting this type of assignment, so think of this as one way to get students to consider how American democracy could be strengthened. In a time of political uncertainty, this approach can serve as a more optimistic and forward-looking counterbalance to discussions of violations of democratic norms and backsliding. 
Additionally, this assignment’s emphasis on writing as a process can be part of a larger conversation around the challenges of AI text generators for student learning. There is a scheduled in-class work session where students make progress on one section of their paper, with check-ins with me at the start and end of class. Feedback on their required drafts is framed as Strengths, Simple Fixes, and Top Three Priorities. This format allows me to begin with what’s working, note minor edits, and then highlight where students should focus their attention when revising their paper. On the day papers are due, students pair up and discuss their analyses of recommendations, so they need to be conversant in their arguments and evidence. The process of writing this paper reinforces key aspects of American politics while strengthening the skills of analytical reasoning and writing. 
Instructions:  Reinventing American Democracy Paper Assignment
Writing Process:

Initial Exploration (due Week 9 of a 15-week class)  
Next Steps (due Week 11 of a 15-week class)  
(Required) Draft (due Week 13 of a 15-week class)  
Final Paper (due last day of class)  
The purpose of this paper is to integrate course material within a focused exploration of strategies and recommendations from Our Common Purpose:  Reinventing American Democracy for the 21st Century, a report of the Commission on the Practice of Democratic Citizenship published by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (2020).  A pdf of the report is posted with this assignment in Canvas, and links are embedded in this document. 

In order to understand this assignment, begin by reviewing the following sections of the Our Common Purpose report:

· Introduction
· Overview of Strategies and Recommendations
· The Challenges
Other useful sources to review in preparation for this assignment: 

· Political theorist promotes plan to reinvent U.S. democracy (11 minutes)
· America is in a ‘Great Pulling Apart.’ Can we pull together? 

All of these sources (above) are solid background for understanding this assignment, and you will also integrate these sources within the Introduction, Background, and Conclusion of your paper. 
Your paper will focus on three of the seven recommendations (of your choosing) from Strategy 2:  Empower Voters, so your next step should be to read that section of the report.
Your paper should be organized in the following manner and include these identified sections:

· Introduction:   Identify purpose of paper. Provide a road map for your reader. Explain the significance of your paper. (1-2 paragraphs)
· Background:  Provide your reader with an overview of the Our Common Purpose:  Reinventing American Democracy for the 21st Century report, describing the five other strategies advanced and highlighting a few of the associated recommendations that you find interesting.  Make a case for why Strategy 2: Empower Voters is the most critical starting point in reinventing American democracy, incorporating the two imperatives linked with this strategy. End this section by identifying your three chosen recommendations and note why you chose to focus on them. (approximately 2 pages)
· Analysis of Recommendation 2.#:
· Analysis of Recommendation 2.#:

· Analysis of Recommendation 2.#:

In three separate sections, discuss each of your chosen recommendations. Explain the rationale for the recommendation as well as related issues (as noted in the language of the report). Assess the strongest arguments for and against each recommendation. Connect the substance and purpose of each recommendation to course material and to the purpose of the report. Consider the magnitude of departure from current practice in the United States, as well as possible impacts on the political behavior of citizens. For example, how might each recommendation affect how well American citizens measure up to the ideal of the “democratic citizen”? Place your analysis within a comparative context, either within states of the U.S. or as compared to another state within the world. At the end of each section, gauge the likelihood of each recommendation being implemented within the United States, and order your analyses from least to most likely within your paper. (2-3 pages each)
· Conclusion:  Place your analysis of these three recommendations within the context of this report, noting which strategies/recommendations should be addressed next. Note any remaining questions that additional research would help to address. Be sure that your conclusion connects to your introduction. (2 paragraphs)
· Works Cited:  The only acceptable sources for this paper include Our Common Purpose:  Reinventing American Democracy for the 21st Century (and any sources referenced within the report – see endnotes at end of each section), the PBS video and Washington Post article included above, our textbook, and any other course reading.  

Use internal citations within your paper and this format for your Works Cited page. We will talk more about citing sources in class. 
Your paper should be approximately 10-12 pages in length, double-spaced, with 12-point font and one-inch margins. It must also have a real title. 
For the Initial Exploration (20 points):  Get a jump start on your Background section. Outline an overview of the Our Common Purpose:  Reinventing American Democracy for the 21st Century report, describing the five other strategies advanced and highlighting a few of the associated recommendations that you find interesting.  Sketch out a case for why Strategy 2: Empower Voters could be considered the most critical starting point in reinventing American democracy, incorporating the two imperatives linked with this strategy. Identify your three chosen recommendations and note why you are choosing to focus on them. 
For the Next Steps (20 points):   Write one complete Analysis of Recommendation 2.#.
You must turn in a full draft for my review. This is a required element of the assignment, and you will not have an opportunity to turn in a draft after that date. I will return your drafts with my feedback in a scheduled conference.
Your final, revised paper is due on the last day of class. Be prepared to discuss your papers on that date.

As you have questions, please check in with me.

� Instructions:  In pairs, you will take turns discussing your analyses of recommendations. 


Step #1:  Determine any overlap that exists between your three analyses of recommendations, as you will discuss those first. After your shared analyses, take turns discussing your remaining ones.


Step #2:  For each of your recommendations, discuss the following:


Strongest arguments for


Strongest arguments against


Links to course material


Magnitude of departure from current practice in the United States


Possible impacts on the political behavior of citizens


Comparative context


Likelihood of implementation


Step #3:  After this discussion, determine which of your (combined) recommendations would have the most impact on American politics. You wills share your choice (and rationale for that choice, using your papers as evidence) with the class.





