Module 2:
Cultivating Democratic Dispositions Flipped Classroom Style

Background

	The following classroom exercises have been either created or found publicly available online and adapted to be used in one to two classes for a flipped classroom approach to teaching the general education American Government course at the collegiate level.  These are designed to be student-centered learning, where they use the course readings, online resources, etc., to find evidence to produce their own conclusions, as opposed to relying on what their family and/or friends have told them, and/or they have learned from their community.  The point is to rely on the collection of one’s own evidence over accepting untested stereotypes.  Thus, a key feature for each exercise is that inquiry open with a BIG QUESTION that guides the student’s investigation of politics.

Exercise 6- Evaluating the Success of Social Policies
Big Question  
When American tax dollars are not spent on programs to directly benefit the individual contributing the tax money, who (or what demographic) are Americans most willing to have their tax dollars redistributed to help?

Length of Class Activity
One or two class periods

Section of American Government 
Social welfare policy (Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, etc.)

Summary of Lesson
Americans prefer their tax dollars go directly in to programs that benefit the individual contributing the taxes.  When it comes to the redistribution of tax dollars, Americans often prefer to have their tax dollars go to help children.  This lesson has students investigate the US government’s spending on social welfare policy, as well as how effective key programs are to fixing the market failure it is designed to address.

Student Learning Outcomes
Knowledge- Know the big three social welfare policies (social security, Medicare and Medicaid) and who they serve.
Skill- Critical Thinking (NACE Competency)
Skill-Communication (NACE Competency)
Skill- Teamwork (NACE Competency)

Resources
Domestic policy/social welfare policy chapter; Social Welfare Policy Powerpoint (needs to be periodically updated for most recent federal budget expenditures available, possible sources include taxpolicycenter.org, www.crfb.org or wikipedia)

Pre-Activity Work
Domestic policy/social welfare chapter

Activity
1) Hand out to students the social welfare policy worksheet.  Have the students complete the survey questions (1-4) on the worksheet.  Then, put the tally of student answers for each question on the board, discussing whether their answers are accurate give the most recent US federal budget data. (15-20 minutes)
2) Pair students up for the rest of class.  Open the Social Welfare Policy Powerpoint.  Have the students discuss in their pairs the data and identify 1-2 important facts about social welfare policy and/or the US budget that the data shows. Push them to be specific, using data to illustrate the fact and finding. Give approximately 10 minutes for each slide.
3) Repeat step 2 for Powerpoint slides 3-5.
4) Use the remainder of the class to have the pairs discuss and answer the last 2 questions, then turn in one of their sheets for assessment.

Reflection and Debrief
The last two questions of the worksheet are reflection questions for the students.  If there is time permitting, have a class discussion where students share their answers to the last two questions.  Ideally, groups will come to realize that social security and Medicare are larger portions of the budget because the Medicare (elderly) and social security (upper and middle class) are policies represented by groups that vote at high rates, while Medicaid (largely children) cannot.  As one American Government textbook starkly puts it, given social welfare spending in the United States it is better to be elderly than a poor child here.



Active Learning Assignment: 
Social Welfare Spending—Analysis of Elderly, Children, vs. Upper & Middle Class

1) Who are you most willing to have your tax dollars redistributed to for welfare (Circle all that apply.)?
a. Elderly
b. Children
c. Poor families
d. None of the above

2) What percentage of the US federal budget is Social Security spending?
a. Less than 10%
b. About 15%
c. About 30%
d. About 50%

3) What percentage of the US federal budget is welfare spending, which is a combination of many programs (Medicare, Medicaid, TANF, etc.)?
a. About 10%
b. About 25%
c. About 33%
d. About 50%

4) Is America’s welfare program effective at reducing poverty in the US?
a. Yes, it greatly reduces poverty of all age groups (elderly, middle-aged and children).
b. Yes, but only primarily for the elderly.
c. Yes, but primarily only for middle-aged population.
d. Yes, but only for children.
e. No, US welfare spending has no effect on poverty for any age groups.



For each Figure presented, what is the most important fact about US welfare that you learn?
Slide 1 _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Slide 2 _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Slide 3 _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Slide 4 _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Figure 5 _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

What explains why the US government budget favor spending on social security and Medicare over Medicaid?  Who benefits from each policy and what can (and do) those receiving social security and Medicare do, that those receiving medicaid cannot?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How has this exercise changed or enhanced your understanding of social welfare policy?
1) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
