Module 2:
Cultivating Democratic Dispositions Flipped Classroom Style

Background

	The following classroom exercises have been either created or found publicly available online and adapted to be used in one to two classes for a flipped classroom approach to teaching the general education American Government course at the collegiate level.  These are designed to be student-centered learning, where they use the course readings, online resources, etc., to find evidence to produce their own conclusions, as opposed to relying on what their family and/or friends have told them, and/or they have learned from their community.  The point is to rely on the collection of one’s own evidence over accepting untested stereotypes.  Thus, a key feature for each exercise is that inquiry open with a BIG QUESTION that guides the student’s investigation of politics.

Exercise 7-Analyzing the Ideological Consistency of Representatives
Big Question  
Have Congress and its members grown distant and forgotten about the people they represent?

Length of Class Activity
One class period

Section of American Government 
Congress, Political Parties

Summary of Lesson
Americans have begun working together in small groups prior to elections to research candidates and share their findings with each other to be more informed voters.  This voter behavior inspires this activity where students are put in groups and encouraged to research a congressmember (or other elected official, e.g., the president, state representative, etc.).  They use their smart phone, tablet or laptop to research the assigned member using Project Vote Smart.

Student Learning Outcomes
Knowledge- Understand the two dominant American political parties and their general policy positions
Skill- Ability to compare politician’s policy positions with their party’s policy positions
Skill- Critical thinking (NACE Competency)
Skill- Communication (NACE Competency)
Skill- Teamwork (NACE Competency)
Skill- Equity and Inclusion (NACE Competency)


Resources
Congress Chapter; Political Parties Chapter; votesmart.org; smart phone, tablet or laptop

Pre-Activity Work
Read the Congress and the political parties chapters.

Activity
1) Hand out the Party Loyalty of Politicians Worksheet.  Break students into groups of 4-6. Assign each group a Congressmember (or other elected official, e.g., the president, state representative, etc.).  Then, have them identify 8-10 economic and social policy positions on Project Vote Smart the group will use to evaluate their politician for her/his party loyalty.
2) Next, have them INDIVIDUALLY complete the front page of the worksheet to the best of their ability.  Give them 20-25 minutes.  NOTE:  As individuals, they DO NOT fill out the Group Tally column.  Leave it blank until step 3.
3) Once groups have individually completed their worksheets, they work with the group to report their findings.  This is when they complete the Group Tally column for each group member.  Do all the group members find the politician’s policy positions fit their political party’s position?  How many yeses and nos are there among the group?  Report this in the Group Tally column. 
4) To complete the worksheet, have the students discuss and complete questions 6 and 7 on the back. Have a group member put their politician, group tally of positions consistent (and inconsistent) with the party, and label of strong, moderate or weak partisan on the board.  Collect one completed worksheet from each group for assessment (approximately 20 minutes).
5) With any time left, have each group explain and defend their criteria.

Reflection and Debrief
As a reflection and debrief, start with step 5. With any remaining time, you can ask them if they are likely to undertake such an exercise individually or with friends and/or family to prepare for the next election.  You can also discuss with them where they can find good information on candidates before an election, using things like local newspaper voter guides or the excellent nonpartisan voter guides provided by the League of Women Voters, etc.

Active Learning Assignment:  Analyzing the Party Loyalty of Politicians
Political Ideology and Party Affiliation
Directions:  Students are assigned a current major politician in Congress to research on Project Vote Smart (votesmart.org).
1) Which political party endorses conservatism?	______________________________
Which political party endorses liberalism?		______________________________
2) What is the economic principle of conservatism?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3) What is the economic principle of liberalism?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4) What is the general social policy (individual rights versus community interest) view of conservatism?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5) What is the key social policy (individual rights versus community interest) view of liberalism?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	Analysis of Congressmember for Party Loyalty

	Politician’s Name & Political Party
	

	Economic
Policy
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
	Candidate’s Policy Position or Voting Record
	Party’s Policy Position
	Loyal to Party (Yes or No)
	Group Tally

	Social
Policy
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
	Candidate’s Policy Position or Voting Record
	Party’s Policy Position
	Loyal to Party (Yes or No)
	Group Tally

	Interest Group
Rating
1)
2)
	Rating Shows Loyalty to Party
(Yes or No)



6) Create and defend your evaluation criteria.  Out of 10 policy positions, how many must a politician be consistent with their political party’s position to be a) a strong partisan, b) moderate partisan, or c) weak partisan?  Why?

Strong Criteria-
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Moderate Criteria-
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Weak Criteria-
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

7) Apply your criteria. How would you label your candidate?   Report your data finding in the margin.
(Circle the appropriate label from both Column A and Column B)
Column A				Column B
Strong					Republican
Moderate				Democrat
Weak



