POLS 4350 International Relations

Class Discussions

Watch the following video together as a class:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNHHx4Uxs_s 

Divide into groups of two. Using your phone, iPad or laptop, go to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) website:

https://www.unhcr.org 

Choose a geographical region or nation-state where UNHCR is partnering for humanitarian assistance. 

1. Go to our class Google Jamboard and write your chosen area on a sticky note. (Note: A computer screen or classroom blackboard could be used)

2. Read the UNHCR description of the background information and the IGOs and NGOs involved in the situation. 

a. Look for one of the IGOs mentioned in the video, such as the UN programs UNICEF, IOM, WFP (Note: look for “Our Partners” International Institutions on the UNHCR website but also within the information on your chosen area). 
b. Look for the local, national, and international NGOs, states and international organizations mentioned and find several examples of the work they are doing to assist refugees, internally displaced persons, stateless peoples, migrants, or asylum seekers. 
c. Be specific about which type of group and what the circumstances are (Note: on the UNHCR website, under “What We Do” and “Asylum and Migration” legal definitions are provided for the differences among refugees, internally displaced persons, stateless peoples, migrants, or asylum seekers. 

3. Has the R2P been applied in this situation by the international community, in your opinion? If not, how would you explain it? (see Chapter 10 slides 17-20, 27-28)

4. Explain how the example you have chosen demonstrates multilevel governance. Be specific.

5. Describe how the view of the role of the UNHCR in humanitarian assistance would differ among the liberal institutionalists, realists, radicals, feminists and constructivists’ perspectives.
