Forecasting Worksheet 
Names:			
Instructions: For this assignment, you will need to forecast three elections: The Presidency, Missouri Senate Race, and the House of Representatives majority party. 
Presidency
1) What is your forecast (prediction) for who will win the Presidency? (Please predict winner AND approximate popular vote share).   
I predict _________ will win the presidency with __________% of the popular vote
1) What information did you use for this forecast?  You may use as many or as few sources as you like, with a minimum of one.   Make sure to identify where you got the information you are using (Source), what kind of information is it and how it is specifically measured (type of information), what each type of information tells you to about the election outcome (prediction), and how much you considered each source of information when you were making your forecast (importance to forecast).
Source 1:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 2:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 3:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 4:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 5:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 


2) Why did you choose the information and information sources that you did?  What did they tell you?   What might be a limitation of your forecasting model currently?

3) How confident are you that your prediction is accurate?  On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 indicates no confidence and 5 indicates near certainty.  Why do you feel this way?

Missouri Senate:
1) What is your forecast (prediction) for the Missouri Senate Race? (Please predict winner AND vote share)
I predict _________ will win the Missouri Senate with __________% of the popular vote
2) What information did you use for this forecast?  You may use as many or as few sources as you like, with a minimum of one.   Make sure to identify where you got the information you are using (Source), what kind of information is it and how it is specifically measured (type of information), what each type of information tells you to about the election outcome (prediction), and how much you considered each source of information when you were making your forecast (importance to forecast).

Source 1:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 2:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 3:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 4:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 5:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 


2) Why did you choose the information and information sources that you did (please explain this for each information source)?  What did they tell you?   What might be a limitation of your forecasting model currently?

3) How confident are you that your prediction is accurate?  On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 indicates no confidence and 5 indicates near certainty.  Why do you feel this way?


US House of Representatives
1) What is your forecast (prediction) for the US House? (Please predict winner AND vote share AND SEAT Share)
I predict the  _________ Party will win control of the US House with __________% of the seats. 


4) What information did you use for this forecast?  You may use as many or as few sources as you like, with a minimum of one.   Make sure to identify where you got the information you are using (Source), what kind of information is it and how it is specifically measured (type of information), what each type of information tells you to about the election outcome (prediction), and how much you considered each source of information when you were making your forecast (importance to forecast).
Source 1:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 2:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 3:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 4:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 
Source 5:                   Type of Information:             Prediction:                Importance to Forecast: 


1) Why did you choose the information and information sources that you did?  What did they tell you?   What might be a limitation of your forecasting model currently?

2) How confident are you that your prediction is accurate?  On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 indicates no confidence and 5 indicates near certainty.  Why do you feel this way?


Forecasting Analyses Questions: 

Did you use the same source/type of forecasting data for all three predictions?  If so, why?  If not, why not?  What does this tell us about the nature of forecasting different kids of elections?


Given the type of information you used in your forecast, how would you best describe your forecast?    Why did you prefer this strategy over others?



What do you see as the biggest challenges to forecasting?  What are some concerns you might have about the centrality of forecasting to American election coverage. 
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