Adapted from New York Times Learning Network's "Identifying Essential Elements in a Democracy" handout
Name: 
Which of these elements do you think are most essential in a democracy?
Carefully examine the list below and rank order the five elements you think are most essential in a democracy (number them 1-5, with #1 being the one you think is most important, #2 being the one you think is second-most important, etc.) 
	Rank
	Elements (listed alphabetically with explanation in parentheses)
	

	
	Civic participation (people participate in their own government by voting, staying informed about politics, and advocating for issues they care about)
	

	
	Descriptive representation (the people who hold government positions resemble the population they represent)
	

	
	Direct democracy (the people have opportunities to vote directly on policy matters instead of having everything decided by representatives)
	

	
	Equality under the law (laws apply to all people equally; all people are treated equally by the legal system)
	

	
	Free and fair elections (all qualified voters have equal opportunity to participate in elections; all votes are cast and counted honestly)
	

	
	Freedom of belief and expression (all people have the right to think, speak, and act as they want without interference by the government)
	

	
	Independent judiciary (judges have the freedom to decide cases based on their interpretation of the law without interference)
	

	
	Majority rule (political decisions are based on what most people want)
	

	
	Minimal corruption (government officials and public employees perform their jobs without bribery or criminality)
	

	
	Minority rights (everyone’s rights are protected, even those who are a very small portion of the population)
	

	
	Multiparty system (a range of political parties that represent the varied interests of the public)
	

	
	Political trust (the people by and large believe that the government is legitimate and capable of working on behalf of the public) 
	

	
	Rule of law (no individual is above the law regardless of their wealth, celebrity, or position in government)
	

	
	Transparency (info about how the government conducts public business and spends taxpayer money is readily available and easily understood)
	



Which items on the list do you find hard to understand – that is, which ones need more explanation than the parentheses provide for you to get a solid handle what they mean? 



Is there anything that isn’t on the list that you think should be? 

