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ECS Data Project
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[image: short line]
To help you investigate contemporary issues in education policy, you will use the Education Commission of the States (ECS) State Education Policy Tracking tool to describe recent trends in education legislation in a state of your choosing. ECS is a non-partisan organization which provides research, reports, and counsel on all things education policy and is a trusted source when conducting any sort of research in education policy. All submissions will utilize Unicheck to ensure originality and check for appropriate citations. 
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First, choose one state that you would like to investigate further. This could be a state you have lived in, a state which you would like to work in, or even a state you are curious about. 
Then, visit the State Education Policy Tracking tool. Spend a few minutes playing around with the tool, filtering legislation by state and issue area. You will notice that any action you take on the top half of the tool (the map and issue view) will result in a change in the bottom half of the tool (bill view). To learn more about how to navigate this tool, check out this document and watch this video. You will want to get comfortable with diving into different issue areas and looking up bill summaries before you start this project.
Now, use the tool to select your state of interest to see what the legislature has been up to in the realm of education policy between 2020 and 2022. The answer the following questions in each of the three categories.
[bookmark: _2i8extu9ik9i]Description and Visualization
1. How many education bills did the legislature pass between 2020 and 2022? What percentage of these bills were enacted? What percentage were vetoed?
2. Include a screenshot of the tracking tool which shows the number of bills passed by the legislature, as seen in POLS 397 - ECS Data Project Template. 
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1. Describe the overall trends in education bills passed by the legislature: What issue area(s) was the legislature most active in? What issue area(s) was the legislature least active in? 
2. Why do you think the legislature was most active and least active in these issue areas? Here, you will want to use the bill summaries in conjunction with outside research to understand some of the reasons behind these trends. Great places to start looking include sites like ECS, Education Next, Education Week, Inside Higher Ed, as well as think tanks like the Urban Institute, Brookings, and AEI.
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1. Choose two education bills passed by the legislature and connect it to two of the module’s topics: What is the purpose of each bill and how are they similar to what we covered in that module? Do the bills represent a departure (or even innovation) from the content in the module’s readings, videos, or other materials?
2. Include a screenshot of the bill details from the tracking tool. An example can be seen in POLS 397 - ECS Data Project Template.
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This assignment is worth 40 points and will be assessed using the following categories:
	Content
20 points
	Analysis
10 points
	Proofreading
10 points

	All parts of the prompt are fully addressed with adequate explanations for each section
	Responses include meaningful  connections to course content and outside research 
	All text is properly formatted and checked for grammar, spelling, and syntax issues



Please use the POLS 397 - ECS Data Project Template to ensure your paper has the correct formatting. This includes using a single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font with 1” margins and no unnecessary headers and footers. Your paper should not exceed three pages, single-spaced. Please make sure to use footnotes for in-text citations and provide a full citation in the footnote. It is your responsibility to ensure that all ideas that are not your own are cited.
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