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[bookmark: _kk1966kbedef]POLS 397
Discussion Questions
[bookmark: _vrhvb96nxxe9]Overview
[image: short line]
To help you dig deeper into each module’s materials, you will respond to a set of weekly discussion questions with a 1-2 minute audio message. For instructions on how to record an audio message, click here. Your initial response is due on Wednesday by 11:59 PM and you must reply to one classmate with an audio message by Friday at 11:59 PM.
[bookmark: _y8o43wgp5e86]Why an audio message? 
For an asynchronous course, audio messages allow us to approximate a traditional in-person discussion better than written replies can. 
[bookmark: _1nhuv6v1koac]Why not a written reply? 
Online courses tend to be text heavy, which is why interacting in different modalities is crucial. While some discussion posts may require a written reply, audio messages will be the preferred method of communication in discussion posts.
[bookmark: _io75vtwr2rvs]Why not a video recording? 
From a privacy standpoint, audio messages are preferable over video recordings. Only the initial discussion post will require you to submit a recorded video.
[bookmark: _qerhp35xglpg]Rubric and Format
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Each prompt is worth 1 point and will be assessed using the following categories:
	Initial Post
0.5 points
	Peer Reply
0.5 points

	All questions in the prompt are fully addressed and post is submitted by Wednesday at 11:59 PM
	A reply is given to at least one other student’s post and is submitted by Friday at 11:59 PM
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