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CLASS ACTIVITY: American Foreign Policy in Sub Saharan
Africa

INTRODUCTION: Our goal is to identify American foreign policy in
Sub Saharan Africa. We will be applying a case study model to
identify how American foreign policy in Sub Saharan Africa
changed between different administrations, over different time
periods and over different geographic regions. More
specifically, we will evaluate how presidential style and
idiosyncratic factors affect American foreign policy.

The goal of this foreign policy analysis is twofold:

(1) Understand how American foreign policy evolves (or remains
constant) over regional, temporal, and cultural spaces in Sub
Saharan Africa,

(2) Explore the differences in presidential leadership over time
through different political party administrations at the White
House.

Have each student (or group) prepare a synopsis of US relations
with one of the following Sub Saharan African countries during
the Carter, Reagan, Obama, and George W. Bush years:

1. Ethiopia

2. Zimbabwe

3. Kenya

4. Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire)
5. Nigeria

6. South Africa



7. Angola
8. Somalia
9. Liberia
10.Ghana

The

summary should highlight the following areas:

Develop a timeline of the major events between the
country in question and the USA

Policies pursued by the different leaders

Reactions of leaders in the different countries to US
policy

Success and failure of American policies in each country
Differences between Carter, Reagan, Obama, and George W.
Bush

Similarities between Carter, Reagan, Obama, and George
W. Bush

Video references:
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. Foreign Policy: Crash Course Government and Politics

. Black Hawn Down, Columbia/Tristar, 2002

. The Fog of War, Columbia/Tristar, 2002

. Center for Strategic and International Studies :”Does the

US need a foreign Policy for Sub Saharan Africa”

University of California TV (UCTV): “The making of US
foreign policy toward Africa”

. US State Department: “Foreign Policy Challenges and

Opportunities in US Africa Relations”

. Council on Foreign Relations “State of Security in

Africa”
Atlantic Council: “US South Africa relations”
Al Jazeerah: “New Scramble for Africa”

.C-Span: “US Policy on Africa”
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C-Span: “US Policy-South Africa”
C-Span: “US-Nigeria relations”
C-Span: “US-Kenya relations”
C-Span: “US-Ghana relations”
C-Span: “US-Zimbabwe relations”
C-Span: “US-DRC relations”
C-Span: “US Somalia relations” &
“US Somalia-UN Intervention”
Chatham House: “Understanding US policy in Somalia”
Council of Foreign Relations: “US-Angola Relations”
PBS Frontline: “Firestone and the Warlord”
Department of State: “US Relations with Kenya”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMhIQNkO_Y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtOPdTfGlXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LsRRTvPigY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVOkBiVClwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVOkBiVClwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3qWc_G7sDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3qWc_G7sDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-ZXiTJZNpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-ZXiTJZNpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2doGtor2-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2doGtor2-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IK-sECmY4Ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KM06hTeRSY
https://www.c-span.org/video/?58321-1/us-policy-africa
https://www.c-span.org/video/?3100-1/us-policy-south-africa
https://www.c-span.org/video/?203027-1/us-nigeria-relations
https://www.c-span.org/video/?178521-1/us-kenya-relations
https://www.c-span.org/video/?281124-2/us-ghana-relations
https://www.c-span.org/video/?168737-4/us-zimbabwe-relations
https://www.c-span.org/video/?196237-2/us-policy-somalia
https://www.c-span.org/video/?52040-1/un-intervention-somalia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHZl338ZbVo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfpjLKcWp4Q
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/firestone-and-the-warlord/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjO8K6t_P_qAhVUhHIEHbOzCnEQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.gov%2Fu-s-relations-with-kenya%2F&usg=AOvVaw1tDZjRRTPSEO9jpM9_G6sM

Resources for further reading:
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Congressional
Relation”

. Congressional

relations”

. Congressional

relations”

. Congressional
. Congressional
. Council on Foreign Relations:
. Congressional Research Service:
. JSTOR: “History of US-Ethiopia relations”
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Service:

Service:

Service:
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Service:

“Ghana: Current Issues & US

“DRC: Background on US

“Kenya: “US Kenya

“South Africa-US relations”
“Liberia - US relations”

“US-Angola relations”

“Nigeria-US relations”

Additional Resources:
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. Department of

State

. Department of

Defense

. Rand Corporation

. Central Intelligence Agency

. Center for Defense Information

. Carnegie Endowment for Peace

. World Affairs Councils of America

. Council on Foreign Relations

. Carter Center

.Reagan National Library

.Obama Center
.George W. Bush library

.Brookings Institute

.Foreign Policy Association

.United Nations

.National Security Council



https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45260.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45260.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43166.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43166.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R42967.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R42967.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45687.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R46226.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYvaOW___qAhVioHIEHXlNBxAQFjAEegQIBBAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfr.org%2Fcontent%2Fpublications%2Fattachments%2FAngolaCommissionReport.pdf&usg=AOvVaw24E83lJlm3XYZDxpF-LCyb
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33964.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi2nPj7___qAhVgknIEHe9yAwkQFjAQegQICBAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fstable%2F41756941&usg=AOvVaw21Xm626dTtLxHYa8_L1CyU
https://www.state.gov/
https://dod.defense.gov/
https://www.rand.org/
https://www.cia.gov/index.html
https://www.pogo.org/center-for-defense-information/
https://carnegieendowment.org/
https://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
https://www.cfr.org/
https://www.cartercenter.org/
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/
https://www.obama.org/chicago/
https://www.georgewbushlibrary.smu.edu/
https://www.brookings.edu/
http://www.fpa.org/
http://www.un.org/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc

