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*This resource was developed for APSA's Summer 2020 Virtual Teaching Workshop: Innovative Approaches to Online Teaching and is part of a collection of online teaching resources available through APSA Educate.*

Peer Review Overview

The purpose of this resource is to offer a set of activities around peer review of papers. The purpose of peer review is to help students improve their writing, both by recognizing strengths and weaknesses of their fellow students, as well as their own papers. This worksheet and workshop is also designed to identify and enhance class norms of respect, reciprocity, listening, and engagement. This can be used both in-person and online, synchronously and asynchronously. One of the major benefits of using this type of activity in an online class is that it helps build community by encouraging student-to-student engagement.

This resource includes three things:

1. An outline of the norm-generating activity (pre-Peer Review).
2. A worksheet to guide the Peer Review activity between students, with directions.
3. A suggestion of how to apply this activity to upper-level courses (Revision Memo).



Pre-Peer Review: Generating Norms

Before peer review, students should develop a list of norms that will help guide them through the activity. For online courses, this can be accomplished via discussion board or Google-doc (asynchronously), or using breakout rooms or a big class discussion (synchronously). These might correspond to already-established class norms, or this might be the first discussion of said norms.

Some useful prompts to pose to students:
	-What tone is appropriate for giving feedback?
	-What type of feedback would you most appreciate receiving on your paper?
	-What role do respect and reciprocity play?

Norms should be clearly displayed once established (on a discussion board, on a class site, as a power point slide if the activity is happening synchronously, etc.), and referenced as a shared project throughout the activity.
 







Peer Review Worksheet

Author: ____________________________

Editor: 	 ____________________________

For the Author: Please answer the following questions BEFORE handing the paper to your reader(s).

Given 24 hours more to work on this draft, I would have done the following:






I would like my readers to consider the following questions or concerns (you can ask about specific arguments, evidence, interpretations, style, etc…):







For the Editor:

Directions: Read through the author’s paper one time without using the worksheet or marking it up. The purpose of this read-through is to get a sense of what the author’s argument, structure, and content look like. Read through the questions on this worksheet. Then, go back through the paper, answering the questions as you go. Complete the questions below as directed. Remember that you are reading these papers for content as well as for format. This worksheet is designed to guide you through the exercise. You should feel free to write answers on the worksheet itself, or directly on your partner’s paper. This worksheet should be handed to the author at the end of class.

After reading the first paragraph, are you interested in continuing to read? If yes, what pulled you into the paper? If not, can you offer a suggestion as to how to rework the introductory paragraph?





What is the main argument of the essay? Is this clear? Where did you find it? Underline/highlight it, and make any notes about clarity that you feel necessary and helpful.



Read through the essay again, marking passages you find vague or unclear. For any unclear passages, indicate what makes them vague—are they connected to the main point of the essay? For any passages you really like, make sure you note why they work well, so the author can replicate that! [you can note them here or on the essay itself]






Connecting Structure and the Argument: Are the opening and closing paragraphs accurate guides to the paper’s themes and focus (if no conclusion, address the opening paragraph)? Put any suggestions in the space below.





Do they body paragraphs help support the paper’s central argument/thesis? Are the connections to the thesis clear? Offer any suggestions you think might make the connections more explicit.




Does the author use examples from the course texts? Does the author analyze the quotes? In other words, does the author explain how a given example helps support their main thesis? Offer any suggestions you think might help do so.





What is the single strongest feature of the essay? Why?






In Sum: What are three (3) pieces of advice you can offer the author to help strengthen their paper?





Suggestions for Further Activity

The above worksheet is intended for first- and second-year students who are not familiar with peer review. It can also be useful for guiding a peer review workshop for upper-level students. To further expand on the peer review skill set, you might:
1. Ask upper level students to use the questions to compose a ‘Revision Memo’ for their partner.
2. Put students in small groups, doing multiple rounds of peer review on each piece.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Have students submit a ‘Review Memo’ with their first draft and revised paper, identifying the feedback that they incorporated into their revised draft.
