Forming Your Own Political Views


[bookmark: _GoBack]Whether you realize it or not, we all have opinions about political issues.  There are many societal factors that come into play in forming these views.  Our views both shape and are shaped by our interactions with other people.  This assignment will help you think about where your own political views came from and how you’ve acted on them.

Most people’s opinions are affected by the demographic group they belong to and possibly by what can be called a “formative political event.”  Think about what political issues are most important to you -- education, race relations, national defense, climate change, health care, etc.  Now think about what specific events in your life influenced this interest.  For some people, it may have been 9/11, the coronavirus pandemic, social media posts, or a specific election. But for most, it may have been conversations with your family or friends, your gender/race/ethnicity, where you live or a specific personal event, like the loss of a job or a family member serving in the military.

Please read the following articles prior to completing this assignment:
· Robert Putnam, “Bowling Alone”
· Frank Newport, “The Impact of Increased Political Polarization”
 
Please write an essay (approximately 250-300 words) in response to the following questions.  Be sure to cite the assigned readings in your paper.
· What political issues are most important to you?
· What events or demographic characteristics shaped your political ideas and worldview? What impact did family and friends have on your views?
· Do you participate in any civic organizations?  Why, or why not?
· What political actions, if any, have you taken?  For example, have you registered to vote?  Have you voted?  Have you participated in a demonstration?  Or maybe even bought something (or not bought something) to support a particular cause?  Or maybe just posted thoughts or links to articles on social media?
· Has political polarization personally affected you in any way?
· Robert Putnam argues that the decline in participation in civic organizations is harmful to democracy.  His article was written in 1995 -- do you think it still applies?
