Allison Rank, SUNY Oswego
Current Events Journal

Purpose

This media journal is designed to prompt you in (1) identifying where you currently receive information about current events, (2) diversifying the sources from which you receive information about current events, (3) assessing how the media you consume frames current events, and (4) leveraging current events as place to apply the concepts learned throughout this course. To achieve all four of these ends, this assignment is divided into four parts: initial review and diversification of habits (Weeks 1-2), practice analyzing individual stories (Weeks 3-7), recognizing the diverse ways different media sources can treat an on-going issue (Weeks 9-15), and an overall reflection (Week 16). 

Content Guidelines

Initial Review and Diversification (Weeks 1-2)

· Entry 1: Current media habits: 
· How do you learn about currently events? Do you read/watch/follow any particular news sources? Learn about it from friends (in-person, through their social media feeds), etc.?
· Consult the Media Bias Chart 11.0 and identify where the outlets you do tend to read/watch/listen to stories from appear. Are there any patterns you can identify? 
· Entry 2: Diversifying media habits: 
· From now until week 7, you must routinely be following current events. In this entry, please explain what media outlets you’ve decided to pay attention to, why you selected these, and how you plan to incorporate them into your regular schedule. 
· If you currently do not pay attention to any sources, I strongly recommend picking at least two sources from the “Middle” columns ringed in green in the Media Bias Chart 11.0. If you currently pay attention to sources clustered toward the right/ left OR clustered in the yellow/orange/red sections of the chart, be sure to select sources that will diversify the content you listen to. 

Submit journal for first check on Friday, February 2. 

Practice Analyzing Individual Stories (Weeks 3-7)

· By Friday, March 8, complete a minimum of 4 entries that use one of the following prompts: 
· Note: All prompts must start with a citation for the specific article, podcast, etc. that includes the url. You can find information on how to create these citations here. 
· Prompt 1: Assess how the particular story has been constructed by answering the following questions:[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  These questions were adapted from Jeff Share and Elizabeth Thoman’s Teaching Democracy: A Media Literacy Approach published by the National Center for the Preservation of Democracy and available at https://www.medialit.org/sites/default/files/D%2BDweb_educators_guide.pdf. ] 

· Who created this story? 
· What techniques are used to attract my attention? 
· How might different people understand this story differently? 
· What lifestyles, values, and points of view are represented in, or omitted from, this story? 
· Why was this story published? 
· Prompt 2: Apply course concepts to the particular story by answering the following: 
· Summarize the story 
· Explain how a course concept features in or allows you to better understand this story. A strong explanation will include a definition of the particular course concept. 

Submit journal for second check on Friday, March 8. 

Diverse Framing of Media Stories (Week 9-15)

· We will collectively decide on how to structure this part of the assignment during our discussion of Chapter 7: Media & Technology. 


Overall Reflection (Week 16) 

· Final Entry: Draft a comprehensive entry (minimum of 1 double spaced page) reflecting on what you’ve learned through this current events journal over the process of the semester. I am not looking for any particular “right” answer here – rather, I’m looking for you to honestly reflect on what you expect to carry with you from this activity after the class ends. You might want to consider one or more of the following questions to direct your entry:
· Have your media consumption habits changed over the course of the semester? For example, are you consuming more media? Media from different sources? 
· What kinds of questions or ideas come into your mind when you engage with news stories? Has this changed over the course of the semester? 
· Are there any ways you expect the experience from this project to carry on after this class ends? 

Submit journal for a final check at the start of the exam period on May 8. 



Formatting Guidelines

While I am open to multiple ways of structuring this assignment, I’d recommend simply creating a Google Doc titled “[NAME’S] Current Events Journal” that you work in throughout the semester. 

Each entry must be dated, include the relevant citations, and be written in complete sentences. I expect all entries to be written in an academic tone and proofread. 

Submission Guidelines

You must submit your journal three times this semester: 
	
Friday, February 2 by 9:15am: Entries 1 & 2
Friday, March 8 by 9:15am: Entries 3 – 7 (application and/or assessment) 
Wednesday, May 8 by 8am: TBD Entries for Media Framing and Overall Reflection  

Late submissions will receive a penalty of ten points per day (cumulative). I will not accept submission that are more than 5 days late without prior permission. 

**Please remember that you may not use any form of A.I. (e.g., ChatGPT) for assignments in this course. If I suspect that you have used A.I. to complete the assignment, I will substitute an oral exam (a conversation about the content included in your work) for the written assignment.**




