

Allison Rank, SUNY Oswego

Current Events Journal 3 
Due Wednesday, March 8 by 8am through Brightspace
**Remember, Current Event Journal 4 is also due at this time**

Purpose

The third stage of the current events journal is an opportunity for you to demonstrate the knowledge that you’ve gained over the course of this semester while also learning more about the current news coverage of a particular topic. 


Requirements

When I read through your submission – regardless of the format you choose – I’ll be evaluating it by looking for the following (for more details see the rubric): 

Content
· Does it reference a minimum of 8 stories? 
· Does it reference a minimum of 3 outlets? 

Analysis
· Framing: 
· Does it identified a describe a minimum of 3 different ways of framing the issue? 
· Does the framing discussion cover both problems and solutions? 
· Is there an analysis of the framing of a specific policy, court case, proposal, etc.? 
· Connections to Course Materials: 
· Are there connections to a minimum of three course concepts in a way that demonstrates a substantive knowledge of the material? More credit will be given to connections that demonstrate a clear understanding of the concept or role a particular concept or actor plays in American politics. For example, more credit will be given for connection to negative liberty than to freedom. 

Quality of Communication 
· Incorporation of Evidence
· Does the project explicitly and correctly draw on both the course textbook and the selected sources to support all claims (e.g., quotations, paraphrases)? 
· Is all content properly cited? 
· Clarity: 
· Regardless of the piece’s structure are the claims easy to understand (e.g., word choice, organization, grammar)? 

Please note that these are the requirements for what needs to be featured in your final submission. To have 8 stories from 3 outlets that allow you to identify and discuss a minimum of three specific frames, you’ll most likely need to read more stories from more outlets so you get to make intentional choices about the stories that will be part of your final project. 

Assignment Structure

The overall structure of this assignment is up to you – if you can meet the requirements outlined above – I am happy to accept a range of formats of projects. That said, in order to help you avoid procrastination, I’d encourage you to decide on the format you’d like the project to take no later than Exam 2. There will be an additional question on the exam that asks you to briefly explain what you plan to do. 

Issue Assignments and Group Options

Below you will find the issues area assignments. These are not group assignments! That said, if there are other individuals working on the same issue that you would like to form a group with, you are welcome to do so (though a representative of the group should come see me to let me know). 

Please note: What you actually end up focusing on as well as the number of sources you need to be looking at in order to find content will depend on the issue and what happens over the next few weeks. For example, if you are in the climate change group, there hasn’t been a ton of news recently. You might need to be looking at more sources right now than those in the group looking at immigration given the significant amount of news coverage about the border, the degree to which immigration is an issue in the presidential election, etc. Based on your current news consumption, you may also have an idea of how to narrow in within your issue area. For example, if you are in the U.S. Economy group, you might want to focus in specifically on inflation, unemployment, tax policy, etc. 








