Participatory Budgeting Assignments

Note: All assignments are group submissions other than the first (brainstorm)

Brainstorm Topics: 3 Ideas (Individual)
In the coming weeks, we will be modeling a Participatory Budgeting Process in class.
Scenario: You have $50K to spend at our university. Think about how you would use the money. Is there an innovative idea you'd like to make happen or a problem that you'd like to try to address?
The first step is for each student in the class to offer three ideas. 
Your submission can be written as a simple list such as the example below. You will have an opportunity to further develop your ideas in groups.
Sample Submission:
1) Create an app to order to-go from the dorm cafeteria
2) Fund scholarships
3) Buy hovercrafts to help students get from the parking lot to class

Short Proposal:
1) Your group should submit 2-3 sentences describing your proposal.
2) Then submit a few sentences to recap your group meeting. Just note who is doing what and by when so that you have next steps recorded.
You don't need detailed minutes.
Draft Budget:
Include a summary of items needed to complete the project (equipment, staffing, installation) and the estimated costs of each. Include income if relevant. If the project has future costs beyond the $50K, how will you finance ongoing costs?

If you are still looking for information on the cost, list the item with a question mark.
For the draft budget you can simply include a list with estimated costs for each item and an estimated total cost. 

Presentation:

Presentation should be 5-6 minutes (no longer)
Outline:
• Problem statement
• Proposed solution
• Detailed Budget
• Conclusion
• References (This is a slide with references you cite in your presentation. This can include the sources for your budget figures, statistics you utilize in the problem statement, or resources used to define the proposed solution).

Presentation Grading Criteria:
- Organization 
- Quality of Content
- Visuals (include images, graphs, etc.)
- Verbal presentation (project voice, appropriate pacing, smooth transitions between presenters)
- Presentation (presenter knows the content makes eye contact)
- Fields questions from class well
Presentations must be submitted by 11:59pm, two days before the final presentation. Students will not be permitted to log on and load slides during class.
If using Google slides I encourage you to download a copy and upload the file for your assignment submission to avoid access issues. 

Reflection Prompt:

Students should write 3-4 sentences in response to each of these questions in a word document or other file type (NOTE: Do not use the notes section or submission text).

1) What new ideas or concepts did you learn from this project?
2) In what ways does Participatory Budgeting differ from traditional budgeting in government? 
3) How might Participatory Budgeting influence citizen engagement? How might it influence public perceptions of government?

