Human Rights Assignment: Specifications-Based Grading Rubric
Treaties: 5 points/violation x3 = 15 points
For each violation:
· Treaty (0-1-2)
. 2 = References a specific article of a treaty that the state has ratified
. 1 = References a treaty that the state has ratified, but no article
. 0 = References a treaty that the state has not ratified
· Evidence (0-1-2-3)
. 3 = References detailed evidence from Human Rights Watch (HRW) with proper citation
. 2 = References evidence from HRW without proper citation
. 1 = References something said in the HRW report, but unspecific and without citation
. 0 = No evidence from HRW report
Venue: 10 points
· Alternatives (0-1-2-3-4-5)
. 5 = Discuss all relevant alternatives (every alternative connected to a treaty violation)
. 4 = Discuss most, but not all, relevant alternatives
. 3 = Discuss alternatives that have jurisdiction over the state, but are unconnected to treaty violations
. 2 = Non-specific alternative (“UN treaty bodies”)
. 1 = Discuss irrelevant alternatives (ICJ, non-applicable regional body, etc.)
. 0 = No alternatives mentioned
· Venue (0-1-2)
. 2 = Venue that has jurisdiction over the state AND is connected to at least one violated treaty
. 1 = Venue that has jurisdiction over the state, but is not connected to any violated treaty
. 0 = Inappropriate venue
3. Court that doesn’t accept individual petitions (ICJ, etc.)
3. Court that doesn’t have jurisdiction over the state (non-applicable regional body, etc.)
· Logic (0-1-2-3)
. 3 = Reasonable and true explanation
. 2 = Reasonable, but not entirely true, explanation
. 1 = Explanation attempted, but inaccurate 
. 0 = No explanation given

