Human Rights Assignment: Class Discussion Questions
· You’ll notice that the United States was not chosen for this assignment, although there are dozens of Human Rights Watch reports about conditions in the US. Nevertheless, the US has not undertaken many human rights obligations, so it would be very difficult to hold them accountable for any violations. Why do you think the US has stayed out of the human rights regime and what problems might this cause?

· What are some limitations of a legalistic framework for thinking about human rights violations? Whose voices do we emphasize – and whose voices do we ignore – when we think about human rights violations and obligations in this way?

· Do you think attempting to hold states accountable through legal action is the “best” way to achieve better human rights practices? How else might activists make a difference in human rights practices, beyond attempting to hold states accountable at legal venues?

· Did working on this assignment make you more hopeful or less hopeful about the prospects for enforcement of international human rights standards? Why?


